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remmdersof PearlHarbor.

Siiperfort,BornBorn inin DarkDarkYears,
PavedWay totoFinalTriumph

lu Sloom Of aadesperateAmerica the B29 Superfortgrew into
?cc i""?*i""?* weaponsofofWorld War II—an air-weaponthat'that'assumedaaleadingrole mmshattermgthe Japanesemilitary machine.

While GermanGerman ArmiesArmies ranranwildwildthroughoutEuropeandandAfrica UU SSair-
PacificPacificwar,war,called forforheavy-bomber

(iesignerstotobuild aawarplanewhich would
flyfly 5,3005,300 milesmiles carryingcarrying aa tonton ofof bombs.bombs.

TheThe firstfirst B29B29 flewflew inin September,September,1942,1942,
but the heavily-populatedindustrial areas
of Japandid not recoil totothe shock of
Superfort-droppedexplosivesexplosives untiluntilJ«ne,J«ne,
1944.

'B29s'B29sleap-frogged Japan's outer dede
fensesfensesmvKhmvKhasas thethesurface forcesforces byby
passedisJandsand iM^iaicd lliuusiiiids ofof
enemytroops. Libcralion of the Marianas
gave 20th Force conunanderstheir
firstfirst basesbases withwith anan over-waterover-water routeroute toto thethe
target.target.Hard-<won IwoIwoJimaJima'b^ame aa
'base forforfighter escortescort andand protection,protection,
plusplus thethe sitesite ofof emergencyemergency landinglandingfields.
And as dou^boysand Marines rttovedrttoved
closercloserlolothethe JapaneseJapanese homeland,homeland, SuperSuper
iors ibasesfollowed behind.

AfterAfter GermanyGermany collapsed,collapsed,Siiperforts
ledled thethemounting aerial attack onon thethe
Pacificenemy.enemy.BombingBombingonslaughtsonslaughtsaimedaimed
atatTokyo, Yokohamaandand thetheisland ofof
HonshuHonshudwarfeddwarfedthethegreatest-everAlliedAllied
raids on Berlin.

InIncombinationwithwith1,000-plus1,000-pluscarrier-
planeplane attacksattacks onon thethe JapJapmainland.Super-Super-
fortsforts steppedstepped upup theirtheirbombingtoto anan ever-ever-
increasingincreasing tempo,tempo, hittinghitting anan all-timeall-timeipeak
on Aug. 22when over 800800B29s showered
6,632 tons of high explosivesand incen
diaries onon fivefiveJapanesetargets inin thethe
vicinity of Tokyo,

Sevendayslater, the bigbigbomberscom
pletedpleted theirtheir cycle,cycle, attackingattackingYawata,Yawata,
Japansgreateststeel city, and the firstfirst
targettarget thethethen-ex.perimentalSuperforts
had hit ininmid-June, 1944.

ByByJuly, 1945, Air Force commanders

werewere ableable toto announceannounce thatthat fewfew targetstargets
were leftleft inin JapanJapan worthworth aa1,000-planc
raid.raid. AsAs thethe resultresult ofof SuperfortSuperfortattacks.attacks.
MetropolitanTokyoTokyo nono longerlonger existedexisted asas
aamilitary target; 5151squaremilesmilesof thethe
citycityhadhadbeendestroyedininsix B29 attacks,
ananareamore rian twicetwice asasgreatasas ManMan
hattan island.

B/ockadeofof Japan'sJapan's mostmostvital shipping
route, across(he(heTsushina and Korean
StraitsStraits toto Asia,Asia,hadcutcut offoff "all"all butbut aa thinthin
trk:kietrk:kieofof JapJap shippingshipping byby midsummer.midsummer.
SuperfortSuperfort miningmining ofof HonshuHonshu andandKorea's
eastcoastmade this announcementfrom
20th20th AirAir ForceForcehearquarterspossibleinin
July:July:"Therearearenow nonomajor shipping
lanes,lanes,ports,ports, oror harborsharborsremainingofferinc
safetysafety toto thetheJaps."

AA fittingfitting climaxclimaxcamecame toto thethe aerialaerial camcam
paignpaign lastlast weekweek whenwhen twotwo pickedpickedB29s
unleashedatom ibombs.

ButBut thethe finalfinal curtaincurtain ofofhigh-explosive
steel drawn over enemy strongholdsby
B29s onlyonlyservedtotoremind aagrateful
audienceaudience ofof freefree peoplespeoples thatthattlietlieunun
rehearsedrehearsed firstfirst actact hadhad setset thethe stage.stage. SixSix
months beforePearl Harbor, handfulsofof
AmericanAmerican pilotspilots beganbegan stealingstealingworld-wide
attention bybymaking thethe firstfirststabs atat
JapaneseJapanese airairsuperiority.

LedLed byby thethecolorful exploits ofof MajMaj
Gen.Gen. ClaireClaire Chennault'sChennault'svolunteer "Fly-"Fly-
ingingTigers." laterlater absoredabsored inin thetheI4thI4thAirAir
Force,Force, U.S.U.S. fighterfighter acesacesblastedaa5,000-
miJe pathpath thatthat carriedcarriedthem totoOkinawa,
giving thethe bigbig bombersbombers short-rangeshort-range pro-pro-
t^tion—andt^tion—andforging thethemissing linklink inin
thethe aerialaerial conquestconquest ofof Japan.Japan.

JapsWanted
To CrossIndia

Burma,Burma, whichwhich thethe JapsJapsplannedtoto useuse
asas aasprmgboardforfor thethe invasioninvasion ofof India"India"
was aasmall war in itself.

AfterAfter thetheBritish leftlefthurriedly inin1942,
andand mm thethe northnorthStilwell withdrew hishis
ChmeseChmese forcesforces inin whatwhat hehe describeddescribed asas aa
"hell,"hell,of aabeating," itit lookedlooked asas ifif thethe
Japanesecould crossJn^bJn^bandandmake aa
junction withwith thetheGerma*somewhereinin
the middle east.

ButBut StilwellStilwell hadhad retainedretained hishis ChineseChinese
armies atat Rangarh,Rangarh, inin Assam,Assam, andand hehe
started thethe tortuoustortuous roadroad backback fromfrom thethe
Himalayan hamlet of Ledo.

ChineseChinese troops,troops, whowho hadhad notnot foughtfought anan
offensivecampaignforforcenturies,fought
throughthrough disease-riddendisease-ridden jungles.jungles. Later,Later, thethe
BritishBritishand Americans triedtried aa newnew
wrinkle, thelandingof aerialaerial (ask(ask forcesforces
d^epd^epbehindbehindenemyenemyUncs, -wheic'Uicy
harassedharassed depotsdepots andand cutcutcommunications.

Other Chinesefoughtfought outout ofof YunnanYunnan
andand lastlast springspringfcn-med aa junctionjunction withwith
Stilwell'sStilwell'sforces,forces, thenthen underunder Lt.Lt. Gen.Gen. DanDan
Sultan,Sultan, thusthus openingopening groundground communica-communica-
tions with China.

Meanwhile,Meanwhile, thethe BritishBritish 14th14th ArmyArmy waswas
working back over thethenorth-south
mountain rangesranges ofof centralcentral Burma,Burma,
landing ininforce on thetheArakan coast.
MandalayMandalayfellfell afterafter anan armoredarmored clash,clash,
and the British then raced onon tototake
Rangoon, supplying their columns from
thethe air.air. OnlyOnly aa fewfew isolatedisolated JapaneseJapanese
garrisons were left inin allallBurma.

Attrition War
For 77Years
HinderedHindered JapsJaps

WhenWhen thetheJapaneseintensifiedintensified theirtheir
effort toto dragdragChina bodily intointo theirtheir
"greater"greater easteastAsja co-prosperity
sphere"sphere" inin1937 fewfew peoplepeopleiiwtheiiwthe
worldworld heldheld muchmuch hopehopeChii>aChii>acouldcould
longlong resist.resist.TlieTlieimperial armies ofof
Nippon had seizedManchuriainin 1931-321931-32
and byby1935 had taken fivefiveof China's
northern provipces.provipces.
,, Now,Now, itit appeared,appeared, theythey werewere readyready toto

chdp up and devour the rest of the
stricken dragon.

UsingUsing thethe"Chinaincident":—anincident":—an allegedalleged
attack bybyChinese soldiers on Japanese
near Marco Polo bridge outside Peiping
on July 7,7,1937—as their excuse for
renewedaggressionHirohito's troops enen
counteredlittle diniculty ininoverrunning
most of northernChina.

The Chineseservednotice the national
governmentwould fight totothe utmostand
defendedShanghaibitterly. TheTheimport
antantportcitycity fellfell afterafter aathree-monthsiege.siege.

With the fallfallof thethelower Yangtze
River valleyvalley ininOctober,1938,1938,theChinese
abandonedaafixed defenseof cities and
towns and began thethelong war of move
ment and attrition which constitutesone
of the most heroic chapters of World
War II. Chiang moved hishisgovernment
800 miles up the Yangtze totoChungking,
andhis armies,recognizingtheir hopeless
inferiority in'in'allalltypes ot modern battle
equipment,restrictedthemselvestotocutting
Japanesecommunications,strikingat out
lying garrisonsand conductingharassing
operations.

ByByPearl Harbor, the Japanesehad suc
ceededininoccupyingChina'slargestcities
and ten of thethecountry'smost fertile pro
vinces. ByBycapturingall of China'smain
ports they effectively cut the country offoff
from substantial aid from the outside
world. They dominated roughly one-
fourth of thethecountry'sarea,and approxi
mately one-half of the population, even
though an estimated40,000,000Chinese
had fled to the interior.

China has had internal obstacles to
overcome,almost asasdifficult as her mili
tary inferiority ininweaponsand supplies.
•Politically, the nation had been split for
some1010yearsbefore the Japaneseassault
inin 1937, with sporadic armed clashes
betweenbetween thethe forcesforcesof thetheKuomintang,
thegovernmentpartyof ChiangKai-shek,
and independentarmies of the Chinese
Communistparty.

Economically, thetheChinese have paidpaid
thethe samesame sortsort ofof pricepricetlieytlieyhavehave paidpaid inin
blood and suffering.suffering. PricesPrices havehaverisen
fantastically, with food, clothing andand
other essentialsessentials nownow sellingselling asas muchmuch asas
200200times their cost before the war.

That thethe worldworld recognizesrecognizes'China's
great sacrifices isisevidenced ininthe role
sheshe isisslated toto playplay ininthe future. AtAt
Cairo, inin November,November, 1943,1943,aa jointjoint declaradeclara
tiontion waswas issuedissued byby ChiangChiang Kai-shek,Kai-shek,
PresidentRoosevehandandPrime Minister
Churchill whichwhich assuresassuresChina of herher
rightfulrightful placeplace amongamong thethe greatgreat nationsnations ofof
thethe worldworld asas thethe leaderleader ofof anan AsiaAsia atat
peaceat last.

IITimetableto Peace
1941

Dcc.Dcc.7—Japan7—Japanattacksattacks U.S.U.S.basesbasesinin Hawaii,Hawaii,thethe
Philippines. Guam and Wake Island.

Dec.Dec.8—U.S. declareswarwar ononJapan. Great
Brttam follows.

I>cc.I>cc.25—Hongkongcaptured bybyJapsafter 16-16-
day siege.

1942
Jan. 2—Japs capture ManilaManila andandCavite navalnaval

base.
Jan, II—Japs invade NetherlandsEast Indies.
Feb.Feb.15—SingaporesurrenderedtotoJapan.
Mar. 8—Japs:capture Kansoon. ,,
Mar. 14—U.S. troops iaod ininAustralia.

FourBigSeaBattlesSankRisingSun
rt«in<T «im nf the JananeseNavv— 5;iihm?irfnf>s: OAOA ii t. r*r* .. ...The rising sun of the JapaneseNavy—

once the third most powerful ininthe world
—sank into the seaseaduring four decisive
engagementswithwithshipsandandplanesof thethe
U.S. Fleet.

Japan'sseasea powerpowerstartedonon thethe declinedecline
inin May,May,1942,1942,whenwhen AmericanAmerican carriercarrier
planesplanescaught a-a-Jap task forceforcesouth ofof
thetheBismarck Archipelago andand sentsenttl
shipsships toto thethebottom. Twelve other sursur
facefacevessels wereweredamaged. The U.S
FleetFleetlost the carrier Lexingtori, aa dede
stroyer andand aatanker. TheThecarrief York-
town was damaged.

AAmonth later the Yorktown was back
ininaction,forfor thethe"Midway"Midwaybattle—Japan's
seconddisastroussetback. The Japslost
four carriers and three destroyersof anan
invasioninvasion fieetfieet inin thethethree-daystruggleand
hadhadtwo or three battleships,two heavy
cruisers,cruisers,three lightlightcruisers andandfour
transportsbad/ydamaged.

The American naval force lost the
Yorktown and aadestroyer.

WhenWhenJapan'sImperial Navy made aa
boldboldattempt toto crushcrushGen. MacArthur's
landinglanding onon LeyteLeyte ononOct. 20,20,1944,1944,Adm.
William F.F.Halsey'sHalsey's3rd3rd andand Adm.Adm.
Thomas C.C.Kinkaid's 7th Fleets turned
itit intointo whatwhat HalseyHalsey describeddescribed asas "a"a navalnaval
runt."

/yhile Kinkaid's .ships and planes
slijg^d ititout inin thetheSuri^o Strait south
ofofLeyte, Halsey turned north totostrike atat
task force "B" and then split his forcc
totosend help lo Kinkaid's hard-pressed
forces.

The resultsof the engagementshowed
that 3rd and-and-7ih Fleet ships,planesand

submarinessubmarines sanksank 2424 enemyenemywarships,warships,inin
cluding twotwobattleshipsand fourfourcarriers.
ProbablyProbably sunksunk werewere anotheranotherbattleship
and 1212other warships.

SixSixother battleships,fivefivecruisersandand
tentendestroyerswerewere badlybadly damaged,damaged, makmak
inging aagrandgrandtotaltotal ofof 5858 warshipswarships sunksunk oror
putput onon thetheshelf for repairs.

American losseswere aa lightlight carrier,carrier,
twotwo destroyers,destroyers, twotwo jeepjeep carrierscarriers andand aa
destroyerescort.

Japan'snavalnaval sunsun hadhad beenbeen eclipsedeclipsed
andand thethecontrol ofof thethe seasea laneslanes toto greatergreater
East Asia were free.

After thethePhilippines battle, what re-re-

mamed of the Jap fleetfleetretired tototheir
home island basesbases atat KobeKobe andandKure
wherewhere theythey remainedremained inin hidinghiding untiluntil 3rd3rd
FleetFleetsou^t themthemout andand sanksank themthem inin
their home waters.

InIn JulyJulyHalsey'splanesmademade whatwhat hehe
termed"the finalfinalplungeinto thetheheartof
Japan*'Japan*' toto sinksink orordamage2020warships,
includingincluding thethe Emperor'sEmperor's remainingremainingbattlebattle
ships.

OneOne staffstaff officerofficer onon thethe flagshipflagship ofof ViceVice
Adm. John S.S.'McCain, commanderof
-the-thecarrier planes, exclaimed: "This isis
:t.:t. ThisThis isis thethe endend ofof thethe JapJap navy."navy."

Japan'snaval sun had set.

Japan*'6fteetfteetwaswasvirtually destroyedbybyAlliedAlliednavalnavalm'mht.m'mht.
above,above,bucklesbucklesupdeiupdeithethe deathdeathblow delivered byby U.S.U.S.

An enemy carrier.
Navy pilots.

Apr. 9—Bataan falls.
Apr.Apr.18—Tokyo18—Tokyobombedbombed byby U.S.U.S.planes.
May 6—Corregidorfalls.falls.
MayMay9—U.S.9—U.S.navalnaval forcesforces winwin battlebattle otot<hc<hcCoralCoral

JuneJune^U.S. NavyNavysmashesJapJapinvasion fleet
near Midway Island.

JuneJune12—Jap12—Japforccsforccslandedlanded ininAleutianAleutianJslaaJs,JslaaJs,
Aug.Aug.7—U.S. Marines invade Guadalcanal.

1943 rr
Feb.Feb.9—U.S.9—U.S.troopstroops completecomplete occupationoccupation ofof

Guadalcanal.
MayMay30—U.S.30—U.S.forccsforccstaketakeAmuAmuinin Aleutians,Aleutians,

i"—U.S. andand CanadianCanadian troopstroops occupiedoccupiedKisKa. lastlastJap foothold ininthe Aleutians.

•• CCy-y-•'—'-'•S- Marines invadedinvadedBougainville,in Solomons.
Nov.Nov.24—Gtlberi IslandsIslands fallfall toto thethe U.SU.S asas

tr<»Ds occupyoccupy Tarawa.Tarawa. (Makin(Makin fellfell ononUie 23rd.)23rd.)
troops establish bridgehead onon

the 27°h Gloucesterinvaded
1944

Jan. 29—U.S.
Islands. °°

attacksTruk.Feb.Feb.29—U.S.29—U.S.troopstroops underunder Gen.Gen.MacArthurMacArthurinin
vaded the Admiraliy Islands.

Apr.Apr.3—Japs3—JapsdefeateddefeatedohohBougainville,
if® "•oops landedlanded ononSaipan.July 18—Saipan contjucred.
Aug. 10—U.S. recapturesGuam ^^pi^t.pi^t.19—U.S. troops landedon Leyte in Philip-

forts'*' bombedin daylight by -Super-
25-27—Jap NavyNavysmashed ininbattle offoff

Philippines.

1945
3—Paluan3—Paluan(N.W.(N.W.Mindoro),Mindoro), capturedcaptured byby

U.S. forccs.
Jan.Jan.4—Akyab4—Akyab(chief(chief JapJap basebase ininArakan) capcap

tured by Allies,
Ian.Ian.9—U.S. forccsforccs landedlanded ononLuzon.
Jan.Jan.I(>--J cdpcdpRoad,Road,begunbeguninin Dec.,Dec.,1942;1942;comcom

pleted 1010Myiikyma (288(288 miles).miles).
.. Jan.Jan.30--U.S. forccsforccs landedlanded onon GrandeGrande IslandIsland
mmSubic Bay (Luzon),
..i""-.,-'!—tJ-S...i""-.,-'!—tJ-S.airbornetroopslandedatatNnsugbu
(15(15raiicsraiics.south.southofof ManilaManila Bay),Bay),
.. —SiiRapore50.000-ton50.000-ton floatingfloating dockdocksiinl«
bybyU.S. aircraft.

Feb.Feb.P'"' IJ.S.IJ.S.flyini? columncolumn enteredentered Manila,Manila,
hcb.hcb.!.<—-Manila Bay entrancesbombardedbombardedbyby

U.S.U.S.warships:CaviteCavitenavalJjaserecapiurcd.
Feb.Feb.19-—U.S. forccsforccs begunbegun landingslandings onon twotwo

IslandsIslands(750(750nfllesnfllesfromfromTokyo),Tokyo),
hcb, 21—CorresldorandandBmuanBmuanclearedofof Japs,Japs,
Feb.Feb.24—Rcoceupationofof ManilaManila byby U.S,U.S, forccsforccs

compJcicd.
Mar.Mar.29—U,S,29—U,S,forccsforccs landedlanded ononNcgrosNcgrosIslandIsland

fSolomons).
Apr. 1—U.S. troops Invade Okinawa.
May 3—Rangoon recaptured by British 14th14th

Army.
June TO—Australiansland on North Borneo.
June 20—Aiissics Jnnd on Sarawak.
July 1—Aussiesland on Baljkpapan,Borneo.
July 14—Japanbombarded hyhyU.S. warships;

first attack on Japan bybysea since 1864. Italy
declares war on Japan.

July 26—IJltimatum loloJapan issued from Pots
dam bybyTftiman, Churchill and Chiang Kai-shek.

5—i'irsi atomic bomb dropped on Japan
atat̂ irnshima,

Aiift, K—Hussia decl.ires war on Japan,
Auk.Auk.9—Atomic bombbombdropped ononNagaykl.

Russian forccs cross Mnnchurlan frontier.

carricrcarricr forceforce attacksattacks MarshallMarshall
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For
The Japis
Will Pay

FOR PEARL HARBOR

BOMBINGBOMBINGOPEN CITIES

hniin L«/c Moo«ji>ie

Spcllinuii toto VisitVisitPacific
Archbishop FrancisJ. Spellmanofof

NewNewYork,York, militarymilitary vicarvicar ofof thethe armedarmed
forccs, liasliasleftleft forfor aa tourtour ofof thethe
Pacific warwartheater. HeHewill visit
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