HEADQUARTERS 306TE BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) (E-6)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 657,
18 July, 1944.

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Officer - Mission of 18 July 1544 - Peenemunde,
Germany.

TO : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), APO 557.

40th "A" High

1. General Narrative:

- a. The high Group of the 40th "A" Combat Wing took off at 0500 hours.
Rendizvous and assembly of the Group and Combat Wing was accomplished satis-
factorily despite considerable haze. The English Coast was cpossed gbout 30
miles north of control Point No. 1.

b. Route to the target was approxbmatly as briefed and uneventful. The
Combat Wing leader gave the signal for PFF bombing just before the IP but on the
run the target was identified in the clear so bombing was done visually. Results
were observed to be very good.

c. Return to base was according to the flight plan and without incid-
ent. Planes began to land at 1334 hours. The 40th "A" Combat Wing was No. 4 in
th First Air Divisien.

2. Aircraft Not Attacking:

a. The high Group of "A" Combat Wing was made up of 18 A/C plus one
flying spare which returned to base as briefed. One A/C was abortive due to
materiel failure. The remaining 17 A/C attacked the primary target. For de-
tails reference is made to report of A/C Not Attacking.

3e Lost Aircraft:

a. No planes were lost from the 40th "A" High Group.

40th "B" High

1. General Narrative:

a. Reference is made to report of the "A" Group.
- .

(1) The "B" Group flew the mission approximately as briefed and
was No. 8 Combat Wing in the First Air Division.




2. Aircraft Not Attacking:

A. The "B" high Group was made up of 18 A/C plus one flying spare
which returned as briefed. One A/C was abontive due to materiel failure.
Another plane which is M.I.A. peel ed out of formation with one engine feathered
and jettisoned bombs in the water before the target. Thus 19 A/C were dis-
patched and 16 attacked the target. For details reference is made to report
of A/C Not Attacking.

3. Lost Aircraft:

a. Bl17G-42-31737 Fea thered No. 1 engine at IP. Salveed bombs in

- Water. No. 2 engine smoking and caught fire. A/C
pulled out of formation to right and headed towards
Sweden.

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY

40th "A" High 40th "B" High Total

No. of A/C dispatched 19 19 38
Unused Spares 1 1 2
A/C Dispatched Less Unused Spares 18 18 36
No. of Sorties 17 17 34
No. of A/C Attacking 17 16 33
No. of A/C Not Attacking 1 2 3
No. of A/C Lost (Unknown) 0 1 1
A TRUE CBPY:

/E/ Billy W. Casseday
/t/ BILLY W. CASSEDAY,
. Captain, AC,
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18 July 1944

BMP - 40TH C B W V THU LR 21 |
FROMS CODOMGR THREE HUMDRED JIX3  B1B1745«Des | » N

TO $ COMBGHDIV ONER . "
, COMBATWIC FORTY: o
ATT ‘ A - 2; ‘\‘
386G Y-316=D3 | > A

«weARRATIVE SECTIOH MB"~me
le A/C 715, 4OTH A" CBW, DROPPED 5 XG=13'C AND 5 G=4'  ON FRINMARY.

2. PICTURES FROW OUR A/C WITH 4 “A" SOU CONPAGT PATTERN DIRSCTLY O
* . "
PICTURES FROM OUR A/C WITH 46 "B® SHOW BIG COLUMN OF SHOKE FRON
PREVIGUS BONSINC, UITH FRESE BURSTS TEROUGHOUT TARGET AREA. TARCE
OF o4 & AUD D, 41 A, & A, AMD 1 B APPFAR TO BE UFLL HITe .

B¢ KO E/8 CLEEN, ;ICVTL: SU??CRT AL CELERALLY PRESENT THOUGH 30T CES -
VED LV CREUWS AT CORTINUOUZLY OR AS (,LO‘ E AT HAND AS I RECENT i LHTCAQ
PY3EYS AlID 51'S§ COVVPLD FRON DENMARE INy AND 51'8 UERE IN TﬂP :
AROUID TARCET, _

Ko VMIACER TC HODERATE INACCURATE FLAK SCATTERED OVER TARCET &P“u.riLY
SLIGHT “fi‘"r Ot GiE A/C FROH EACH CROUP. ,

S» 18/1CTHS LIAVIN 3 ENCLAND DECOLASED 70 GLNERALLY 7/16THS N EOUTZ» A
BIC CPRUING CVER TARGET UITH GCGD VICIBRILITY, .

6¢ COUL PICTURES CF PEENEZHULE A/D SHOU A LOLC WHITL STRIP "U@Y"‘Z TR
EAST TC (LST. STEREC  SEIIMS TC INDICATE THIS IS A CICALTIC LFU““?"
INg TLATFCRIM,
gggE“PICTvPE? COF ALYLAID AsD, CHCU HEYW DESPERSALS, 16 T0 15 A/C G
‘ALl R
12 A/C O A/D AT DARTH

« 5 A/C C' ﬁ/? AT HLILFSQA e

BALLCOK DARRACE AT KAPPELN JUST ADOVE OVERCA'T.

7« ROUTL: .
36TI FLEW 18 A/C AS VIGH GROUP IN 47 "A" CBWe RENDEZVCUS RND ASSLHB-
LY UERE SLOYED DOUN BY hAZ L, BUT WILG LaFT ELGLISH COAST 1IN FCRHATICH
APPROXIMATELY 3¢ fiILES NORTH OF DRIEFED FOINT (LCUTH). TiEREAFTER
APPROXINATE PRIEFED COURSE WAS FOLLOWED FCR EALANCE OF t Idh. SIGHAL
FOR PFF BOMEING WAS RECEIVED 4 MINUTES EEFORE I.Fs RALF: ”AY BOLN
BOMBINC RUN TARGET BROKE INTC CLEAR AKRD OUR LEAD DBOMEARDIER YIL}Eu
THE RATE. WING TURN CFF TARGET WAS 170 DEGS. [IAGe LEFT EUGLISH CCAST
2650, CROSBED EMEMY CCAST €842, TARGET 1gg4 ENCLISH COAST BACK AT
12599 BAZE 1343,
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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

Germany.

AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING

40th "A" High

APO 557,
19 July,

Aircraft Not Attacking - Mission of 18 July 1944 - Peenerminde,

Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), A.P.O. 557.

Mission of 18 July 1944

NumberOfA/CTakingUff.......é.........a.....
A/C Taking Off Less Unused SpareS.e « « « « « .

Number of A/C Attacking. « « +o o o « o o &
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Number of A/C Not Attacking. . . . B
Detailed dexcription of reasons why A/C did not attack, as followsg:

B17G 42-40053  Not a sortie. Returned early because of:
(a) No. 1 eylinder, section assembly exhaust manifold
of No. 3 engine cracked and brokem.

(b) Pilot had to feather engine.

(c) Materiel failure.

40th "B" High

Number of A/C Taking Off. « « o « + « o«
A/C Taking Off Less Unused Spares. « « « « =
Number of A/C Attackinge « o« o +o o o o o
Number of A/C Not Attacking « « « « « « o &
Detailed description of reasons why A/C did

Mi

ssion of 18 July 1944

not
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attack, as follows:

B17G 42-97505 Not a sortie. Returned early because of:
(a) 0il pressure dropped to 50 1bs. in No. 4 engine

and pilot feathered.

(b) Steel and bronze filings as well as pieces of
rings were found in t<e cuno and on magnitic

sump pluge
(¢) Materiel failure.

B17G 42-31737 Sortie. Did not attack target because of:

(a) M.I.A, before target.
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