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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) (D=A=4y)
. Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Yorces

APO 634
13th December, 1943

SUBJECT: Intelligence Report.
TOseeest Commanding Officer, 306th Bomb. Urowp (H).

t £} ’

%50 % , Pllot Brinkley, of this group, is missing.
No information reported here since he fiew with composite gwroup of
4Oth Combat Wing, whioh should report sny inforsation available.
One B-17 spun down over target at 1250 hours. Ho chutes observed.
One B~17 pesled off (under contrel) SW of target at 1217 hours. No
chutes seen.
One B-17 feathered prop at target, dropped bombs; was very low and
straggling when last seen at 1243 howra. B in triangle. Ko chutes.
One B~17 in another wing, nusber 4 engine on fire, was under control
going down near I.P. HNo chutes obaserved.

b P ®#Live

22 %7% took off at 0825, and at 1005 were at 5325N -
00Q7B., 20 A/O of 306th group were slightly south of gourse on leg
~ out over North Ses, making turn, howsver, at briefed point for turn
inte Cersany. Hstimated cowrse then ocrossed Holigoland to mouth of
Elbe where this group’ followed wing leader in 360 degree turn to
allow the 4Oth CBN to take the lead; thence to & point just 5¥W of
lamburg; thence dus north 15 miles; thence to 53LOK-0950E to I.P.
at SLI3K-1026R &t 1245 hours. Bombed target at 12,48 on heading of
300 degreea. Left target with & swing slightly south of west, then
noyth again to a point just north of Heligolund and a straight leg
from there to 5,38N-06L6E, and thence home on course, (ne A/C #363,
Pilot Winter, turned back =t 1010 hours at 5330H-0100¥ because of en-
gine failure and brought back 8x500 and 2000ML7AL. One A/C §724,
Pilot Rehn, turned bask at 1120 hours at 54,20H-0500F because of engine
failure and jettisoned 8x500 and 20xML7AL in Horth Sea.

3. A.%i Gun z;?
te A.A. gun fire through 10/10th undercast at

Hamburg took form of continuous following and concentrations of 8 to
12 dbursts. Its acouracy made evasive action essential. Msager to
moderats fire over Heligoland, Cuxhaven, Elmshorn, Eutin. 8ix rock-
ots were reported to burst above formation in target area - as if
fired from the groynd. They tralled white smoke. Bursts were A.a.
gun fire aise. -



b Fighter 8 rt and Pighter Oppositio

The 300th supplied 20 g?O a8 low group in the 92nd
Combat Wing and 2 A/C to fill in the composite group of the 40th
Combat W¥ing. MNo enemy fighters were mst by owr group formation,
Fighter escort was met as briefed., P-38s were seqn near I.P. at.
1230 hours and continued with formation until Ol03. P-51s were
picked up at the target at 1247 and stayed with formation over coast
on the way out at 134L. One of our A/C #7682, lost an engine through
0il fallure, left formation and started back alone. le was attacked
‘persistently by a JuB8 which picked him up over Amrum und pursusd
hin at prastically sero altitude through an enemy convoy. Our A/C
got in solid bursts and 88 broke away with both engines ablaze fir-
ing two sets of Hed-Yellow flares before disappearing in haze. ¥We
claim this Ju38 destroyed - only ¢lasim on mission,

5. Boabing. .

Pathfinder of 92nd C.W. had trouble before target.
Tried to resch Bull Pen leader to take over. Filnally wikde 360 and
got behind 4Oth C,¥. who went in first and buwbed. Our leud A/C
dropped bombs on one large red flare from 92nd PFP A/C which made its
own fix following the bombing of the 40th. 92nd boawbs dropped app—
roxizately ons mile or more from 4Oth's bomba. The flare wis par-
tially obsoured by heavy con treils. 19 A/C inoluding the leadser,
dropped at this time. Results were uncbserved dus to 10/10ths un-
dercast, but several arews reported that there was @ good concentra-
tion on the marker flares. One A/C #782, Pilot reed, had engine
failure and jettisoned &x500 and 20xi47A) over Gormany 12 winutes
before the target in order to lighten his A/C,

6. Observations and Cosment
Several crews saw big red flush and 2 big columns of
black smoke on right of formation going in., Soemod to cowe from
Bremen and was probably result of bombing of other task force.
Pilots feel PFFP procedure should be standardixzed to avold confusion,
One red flare was obsarved at boabing instead of two yellows which
had been briefed.

For the Commanding Officer;

JOHH A. BAIRNSPFATAUR,
Major, Aly Corps,
Group $-2.
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%g Hq, 3e8th Bomb Group ((Tf FLAK REPORT foﬁng Pes., 1949
\f\.} b3 n Target, . KEKh-
s - |
1, Route followed jisligeland to meuth of Mlbe, nade tura to allow
N “ Sina ifu;:.c’tfsfu load to 0.4 of Nemburg o’ S0 8 - 0950 X, to
5l ! % Just dewih of Haligatand to RSIT R, 13—

2, Visibility at Target (Any condensation trails?) Fersistent eon. treils,
1qﬁio cloud at target -

3a No, of A/C over Target, &0 A/Gs
Bowbed at hours.

ke Formation over target, with height of each A/C, Those A/C damaged by
Flak to be circled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "S", If any

A/C shot down by Flak, say so:-
50 i

A % @ - @

& g e w g an

q!ip cams buck alone, ¥as targst ilt fak. - -
One ship did nob yeturn with Group. Beported flak from Frisian Islands,

5¢ General Axis of attack (from lead A/C if possible)
300° Nag. |

é. How long did formation fly straight and level before bombing?
3 mimutes

7. Turn after bombing, 307 lef% turm,

8, Position of Group in relation te other Groups how Growp &n 92ud C.8,.6,

9. Vhat evasive action was taken? Uewdusl "5 turng,

- 10, A short description of Flak en route (if any) and at the Target, includ-
ing if possible a suggestion as to type of fire control .employed - i,e,
Continuous following predicted concentrations, predicted barrages, or

fixed .b n-a.ggg,_, s
e Sy b temmt.
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~
{/\%’) PLANES ON MISSION-13 DECEMBER, 19L3
N 367th s@ADRON

i B 17F-42~30706~ Not damgged
' B 17F-L42-31025-Not damaged
B 17P-42-30767 - Not damaged
| B 17F-2-3363-Aborted~No. 1 prop ran away, shaft sheared, causing internsl damsge to

No. 1 engine

B 176-42-31065~ Serious damge-right inner wing hit by flak

B 17G-L2-39768- Missing in action

B 17P-L2-30726~ Sericus damage-Left imer wing hit by flak

© 368th SQUADRON

B 17F-42-30586- MNo:bAtilendamiges,

B 176-42-3772~ Aborted-Internal failure of No. 2 engine,

| B 17F-L2-301LS-Aborted~Failed to take off-No. b engine starter failure,

B 17F-42-30782- Sericus damage- No, U engine hit by flak,

B 17F-42-30451~N ot damaged

B 170-42-39776 Sligh£ damage~Bupty 50 aal. shell case-right horiz, stabilizer.

1’" 369th SQHA DRON . |
B 177-42-3079k= Slight flak damape to left side fuselage below waist window
B 17F-42-29993~ Left outer wing damaged by flak-siftbgit damage Sericus¢
B 17G~h2~311L3~ Right wing tip damaged by flak-slight damage
B 176-142-39827= Not damaged
B 17F-42~30730- Skight flak damage to skin of nose section

L423rd SQUADRON ,

B 17F-42-30606- Flak damage to right wing tank vent line and Tight inner wing-Slight Dam
B 17G-42-3515~- ot damaged

B 17F-42-30431~ Right inmer wing slightly damaged by flak

B 17G-L2-31139 -Blght aeliron slightly damaged by empty 50 cal shell case.

B 17F-42-30841 Not damaed.
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s Pulling around to the right
'alook: "Our pilot turned
Lighter froa bringing its guns
ur plane, It then turned left and
gunner each fired bursts and
oft ogain, going down our left
snoking. The loft walot gunner got
engines burst into flamos, two series of red-yellow
eneay fighter, and it then disappeared into
‘water. e
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#7689, wdth "H* in triangle, joined 92nd on way out and seen between I.P,
and Target at 1244 at 25,000' with #3 prop feathered, # smoking,

A B-17, poseibly the same, was seen over target at 12,7 at 8,000 feet
with §3 prop feathered and #i muoking, This 4/C was seen 3till flying at
same altitude at 54° 15'N,, 099 S0'k,

Report from Johnson at Division 8&ys 92nd not sure of # (correct # is 768)

but was sure of “Hm in triangle, Since Brinkley was only ship lost identification
8eems positive, ;

JOHN A. BAI{%NSFATHER,
Ma jor, AC,
Group S-2,
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Time Teok Off 0825  Timo Landed X =X X
X X X X X
1. HOT NEWS te be phoned in? Yes N K. X X X
S0 s et Petails, o [Ty ¥ x x x x x
' X X
e CHEW: Give Rank and Initials
::E.'.l.:‘ie‘mdli'.: }\ZC in any kind of cistress? :
(G:Lve pt..,it.ion, ‘L.Line, sltitude, full  Sapt. T. F, Witt Pilatv
* detdl :
) Lt. Col, R, C, Williams _ CewP¥
1st Lt. R. V. Houck 7
oLy st o 2nd Lb, Al T, Ballard Nav,v
I S Y W T TN L P L S
e nTL L e e e st Bby ' DLAGR, Teller Bomb -
f..
2, _TARGE'I‘ ATT&GIED el R 4o ".". _Lgt. A, G boulter Hadin
' Prl vy g T:Lma /2_ 4_8 T/th. C E, Vondrachak Top T.
v
Kbt Eeight‘z z 2-@ &/Sgt J E Corgoran Ball T.

g

{gt 0. 0. Doblaq K HeWad st

Last .Rqsort. Hﬂ»diﬂs 36’2‘

" (c:l.rnle) . ., / - -’_ #
Duratiun Bomb an; 3 1! ' §Lﬂt e ﬁ Bl'onm_ . LaWalst

» 2nd-Lby T D, Bridgeman ' Tail €.

“ Jettisdned: ~ Returned: Abéi'tiirei

W hawee

. dropped: en ‘targets -

o7 this plané or "othérs) '

oo B fb//o % lpvzploca@dlm PEE w*(Lo wan e ZZ[

?/- G&Mcd u/D dﬁ&d })r)/>,~ ﬂ_(d// o TR Y i

L o L by B

5e A.ny P‘mt &raphs, taken: Na? e oo 0 Ay WCKELSE___ Yes____Ne
TE R s Nuaher boxes dropped

6. GRUU‘m d\f‘.’}‘nTa ATTRCVED BY GUNI'IRE ALD itE‘SU]_._ﬁQ N\.Lnbur bu\'.es ‘returned __

7. ROUTE: (1f differven', than ordered) (Tf‘ n}‘k.,;"']{ﬁ‘ give t.i.ma, -placey:

o o heiphtof turn, raaqon for returning early; and disposition

ef bombs)

Sy pam

P T

9. FLAK: Encountered on way’o t. at target and on way home. a {
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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP™(H
Office of the Intelligence Officer

United States Forces

APO 634
17 December, 1943

SUBJECT: Tactical Note

TO : Commanding General, lst Bomb Division, APO 634
Attention: Lt. Col. John B, Wright, A-2

B-17 WITH ONE ENGINE OUT TURNS INSIDE JU88

On the 13 December mission to Kiel, lst Lt. W.D. Reed of 306th Group
had his #4 engine knocked out by flak. He lost the formation but went on
to drop his bombs, then started home alone. Just off the Danish Coast he
was attacked by a Ju88 which he managed to lose by diving into the clouds.
Coming home on the deck, the Ju88 found him again and attacked from the
tail. Passing to the right, the Ju88 turned back to attack from two o'clock,
Lt. Reed turned into the gttack sharply the Ju&8 could not bring it6&® XL
guns to bear and exposed mg the concentrated fire of the Bombardier,
Top Turret and Waist Gunner as he went by. Three times the Ju83 swung into
attack and each time the crippled B-17 swung inside the enemy aircraft, the
dead #4 engine on the inside of the turn, The third time the 88 passed, both
engines broke into flame and the Junkers disappeared, firing red and yellow /
flares, probably a recognition or distress signal to nearby surface vessels.
Although Lt. Reed bumped into two enemy convoys on his way home, he landed
at base with none of his crew injured and no battle damage, except for that
caused by the first burst of flak --- a tribute to his pilotage and the man-

euverability of the B-17.
. 3 ;ﬂffi¢a.1/:j:ﬁuau

OHN A. BAIRNSFATHREH,
Major, 3
Group S5-2.
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