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LETTERS FEO¥ ROBERT'Z CREW

Tha latterz recelved from the members of the
guwrviving crew were 8o wonderful. Tt really did my
heart goed to hear in what high esteem Robert was
held. Thi# 1=z from 5/5gt David Revolti'es latter,
"Bob was & fon any mother weuld Zive her rlght are to
have. All the fellowd who had evar ceme in contect
with him had pever geen anyone llke him. He was just
one who had A way with everyone, always happy and a
real soldier. T was fortunate to have a bombardier.
end pal t¢ Fly with 1like Bob. Ha was ths best there
iz and 1'1]1 pray for him always".

A letter from 555t Arthur Sehultz, "Pob remlly
wig A Swell fmllow. In fact, he wad tha bsgtt In the
craw. A8 gn offipar, he did net care 1f yeowr saluted
hiw or not, which 1l why egrervone liked him 20 well.
He was slwzys jolly and full of fun. He seemed mire
1lkxe Ban enlizted man then zn officer. While In Eng-
land, he uead to come to cur barracks and telk with
ve. After the ocraeh, Capt Sasger asked adbout Dok
wmany times a day, but becatsa of his weakened epndi-
tien, we were afraid fo tell him RBabh was dend”,

Uaptain Sasser died in 8 prison hosplial at
Melnengan, Germany on Mereh 20, 1445, He was petting
along gquite well when the other boys were moved and
ne hated o see thém go. Hls mother and slster Hancy
had feveral letters from him and they were hoping he
would Barm be heme 4o tell them of the miszion. BPut
his head injurial betrame wersa and he died on the
operating table gt the prieon ha=pital at WMeincngan.
Hiz bady was brought beack 4o Kalelgh, North Carciina
for buriel 1in 1948,

4 Memorial Service wes held on May 13, 1945 at
the Soldiers Grove Lutheran Chuyreh for Robert. Fred-
erle wias home at that time 2o ha pinned the Sold Star
on the =service flag.
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Although we had the services, I still had not
given up hope that somehow, somewhere, he was still
alive. However, when we received notice that his body
had been removed from enemy soil at Massow, Cermany
and placed in an American Military Cemetery at 5t.
Aveold, France, our hopes were shattered. We were able
to send money for flowers for his Eravu on Memorial
Day. However, on September 14, 1948, his body was
sent to Prairie du Chien, accompanied by a military
egcort. The Leglonnaires from Soldlers Grove also
met the train, as well as Aunt Aleda, Dad and I. The
next day, September 25, 1948, Robert was finally laid
to rest among the Wisconsin hills he loved =0 well.
The servicea were held at our home at Fine Knob. Rev.
Lunde officiated. Mrse. Alvin Sherry and son Palmer
sang "Some Golden Daybreak"™. FPalbearers ware Mar-
cellus Sherry, Darrel Shaw, Floyd Parker, Rheo Ewi?-
gum, Robert Benson and Rodney Shaw. Millitary services
at the grave by Legionnaires of William Schoville
Pot 220.

Robert wrote in one of his letters from England,
"Mom, if I ever get home, I will never leave agaln".
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THE LAST MISSTION - SEPTEMEER 12, 1044

1 Septenber 12, about 5 o'clock in the mornlng,
the boys took af'f from thelr base near Bedford, Eng-
fand In thedir R-17, the "Tailwind®. They haed been
brlefed to bemb the aynthetic e¢ll plante at Rhuland,
Crechoslovakisa. Thedr plans wae the lead plane of the
upper forwatisn of B-17g. Whoever weg leading the
entira miggion was off about 10 milesa in mavigatlon
ard Trought tha B=17% within range of flak from PRerlin.

Thair plane was hit and they had te purl out of
the formaticn becauwse they could net continue to lead
their missicn when their auper chargers end twe eangines
werne shot out.

Swddapnly, Cerman flghters came out of the sun.
Sgt. Raveltil 2ald thet ships ware explodling oll aver
the aky, but none of the Tighters got tham hafore they
wara zble to drop thelr bomb=. The #hip wad badly
Injured by flghters, hut elght or ten Fighters were
ghot down by our boye, Several of the boys were in-
Jurad, oo they declded net te ball ouvd, as they still
had two engines operating. They turned back In an ef-
fort to make nevtral couniry for cresh landing.

Fighters mgnin attarked them and thelr gas line
arnd tha third englne wes shot aut. They flew west for
ebout twenty or twenty flve minvtesd looklng for 5 oarfas
place to cresh land. A1l thi=s time, their nunber one
engine was pulling only 60" which Sgt Reveltl sald was
hardly encugh to keep the plane 1n the eir, but the ship
contlnued on A1 even Keal and thay thuuiht they wera
geing to make it. They found an epen fleld for the
erash landing and threw away or deatroyed overything
podelbhla, gurd, radic, howbsight, aguipment, =zemta,
etc., to lightan the ghip. When thay found a fiald to
i1and in ther were aight or ten thowvdand fest 1n the air,
coming In with the ship trimmed up for & gFood lendlng at
about 120 miles per hour. 3Jegt Witchelzon was calling
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out the alr speed and all the boys were at their crash
landing stations. They were wounded, but none of them

were dead.

Suddenly, when they were about 100 to 150 feet off
the ground, the last engine cut out and they dropped
into & big oak tree on the edge of the field. Tt
eracked the plane into pieces and threw all the boys
out except Sergeant Schultz. Five were killed instantly
and did not suffer, Staff Sergeant Revolti said every-
thing was perfectly quiet after the crash, He was in a
semleonsciocus condition, but was able to.see that Lieu-
tenant Carlino, Lieutenant MeStay, Staff Sergeant Wilson,
Staff Sergeant Carrol and Lieutenant Banta were dead. He
did not see the others for they were hurled to the other
side of the plane. He sald Sergeant Carrel and Lieuten-
ant Banta were lying on & wing of the plane and Bob was
not scarred In any way. He looked like he was just asleep.

Staff Sergeant Revoltil said that in about four hours,
German civilians came and put him in a truck which they
had lined with parachute silk. Later, they put in Staff
Sergeant Schultz, Staff Sergeant Fitchelson and Captain
Sasser. They were all wounded, but Captain Sasser worse
than any of them. Sergeant Revelti said that the place
where they landed had not been bombed by our armies and
for that reason, the German clivillars who picked them up
and turned them over to the soldiers were not cruel. He
feels that the boys who were dead were burled properly
by the Germans.

The plane fell near Massow, Cermany and later re-

ports were that the boys were wrapped in their para-
chutes and given a military buriel.
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