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f'f?mp H‘i_ardan came from Connecticut to our Savannah reunion where he
Jjoined his parents for the Saturday night banquet, Miriam Riordan in the
center and Col. Robert P. Riordan at the right.

Two former presidents of the Association, and also crewmates in 1944-45:
Forrest Stewart, left, and Joseph Hathaway, right.

“Tora...Tora...Tora” picture display is in a gallery at the Savannah Museum
showing the beginnings of WWIL

Bob Siarzynski points at a 306th plate honoring one of our men. m”f’ o,
can have your name among this collection in the Memorial Garden a

Savannah.

Meet Us in St. Louis in ‘99

October dates, 13th-17th

fter some difficulty with
scheduling  on  acceptable
dates, the 1999 reunion of the

306th Bomb Group Association will be
13 October through breakfast on 17
October, according to Russell A. Strong,
Secretary.

Alfred C. Villagran, a resident of
Chesterfield, MO, and a 369th radio
operator, is the chairman for the 1999
event. He had previously been local
chairman for an 8th AF Historical
Society reunion in St. Louis, and has also
directed many programs for the Missouri
chapter of the 8th.

The reunion will be held at the Henry
VIII Hotel and Conference Center, which
is located on Lindbergh Blvd./US-67,
and in close proximity to Lambert Field,
the St. Louis International Airport. For
those familiar with St. Louis, the hotel is
one-half mile north of I-70 and one mile
south of I-270.

The hotel has 200 guest rooms and
200 one bedroom suites, two restaurants,
indoor and outdoor pools, a host of recre-

ational areas, gift shop and plenty of
meelng space.

The room price for the hotel, regard-
less of accommodations, is contracted at
$64 per night. The cutofl date for reser-
vations out of our block of rooms is 8
August. Reservation forms will appear in
the next two issues of Echoes, as will the
reservation form for the 306th. If you are
coming to the reunion and staying at the
Henry VIII, you will need to fill out and
mail in both reservation forms.

There is a large hospitality room avail-
able for us to meet in.

At this point it is planned that we will
have the Scott AFB Band to entertain for
us, as well as playing for dancing after
the Saturday night banquet.

Of particular interest to many travel-
ing by plane is that the hotel is not only
close to Lambert Field, but the hotel also
provides transportation between the field
and the hotel. Transportation is also pro-
vided on a scheduled basis by the hotel to
shopping and areas of interest in the gen-
eral areq.

Savannah Visit Acclaimed

With nearly 375 people in attendance,
the 306th Association meeting in Savannah
that first week in December registered
nearly unanimous approval of the two-and
one-half year old Mighty Eighth Heritage
Museum.

Most of Friday was spent in the
Museum, buses taking people to and fro
from the Marriott Hotel on the waterfront
in Savannah and out near the interchange
on 195 to the Museum. This permitted
some to go early and return early, and some
o go early and return late. The museum is
well fitted to show a lot to both deliberate
visitors and those in a rush,

Some chose to spend time among the
growing array of exhibits reviewing many
of the special things that made the Eighth
greal. There was the Prisoner of War dis-
play, the several displays showing how the
crew positions in the bog bombers, both B-
[7s and B-24s, worked. as well as displays
of all kinds of armament, bombs, craw per-
sonal equipment, and all those myriad
things we lived with more than 50 years
ago.

Several bomb groups are so enamored
with what they have seen there that they
have opted to carryout the rest of their
reunion schedule in Savannah,

However, the 306th has not given much
thought to this because of the location of
the Museum in a far comer of the United
States for many of our members.
Transportation into Savannah is also not
the greatest, assuring most people that you
will have to change planes in Charlotte,
Atlanta or Washington in order to get to
that area of the Southeast.

There are only three hotels in Savannah
and they are located in the downtown his-
toric district which is 8-10 miles from the
museum. But for those smaller groups
reunioning there there are clusters of

motels now at every exit along I-95.
Restaurants and other tourist Tacilities are
also springing up close to the Museum.

Our board of directors continues to
favor moving our reunion around the coun-
try a bit each year so that there is always a
significant contingent attending that does
not have to make a two or three-day drive
both to the reunion and then home again.

Our late schedule of the first week in
December did not appear to affect our
altendance greatly, being about the same
number that had been at Orlando the year
previously. (Again, Orlando was not cen-
trally located, being in mid-Florida.)

Many found this strip an opportunity to
“taste” the historicity of Savannah a bit, it
being the place where the Eighth Air Force
was “signed” into law in January 1942, It
also has a spot of history from the Civil
War, and it is a “different” appearing city
than most American civic centers. There is
something about Savannah that brings out
the best in people in many different ways.

And it is also the backdrop for novels in
considerable number, with “Midnight in
the Garden of Good and Evil” having
altracted a considerable readership, as well
as a movie, in the last several years,
Whether you liked the tawdry story of
“Garden” or not, the early parts of the book
especially held your atiention,

Tours ook many of our reunioners
through the nearby historic district as well
as to the [ictional locales of many events
depicted in “Garden of Good and Evil

As one begins to make reservations, and
other plans, for St. Louis, there will belin-
gering thoughts of Savannah's restaurants
and restored waterfront. Tt was a great
place for walking.

For now, though, remember a song and
a movie—"Meet Me in St. Louis—in
19991



Col. John H. Buie joined the 30ath 29
Dec 44, becoming commander of the 423rd
Squadron. He continued his service with the
Group until Feb 46, having flown more than
25 missions and served with the Casey Jones
Project. He leaves his wife Judy. He had died
1) Nov 98 in Arlington, TX.

LTC Willard J. Clarida, 423rd navigator
(John Jackson crew), died 29 Dec 97, accord-
ing to AF Times. He was the 90th officer at
Thurleigh to complete a combat tour, in Dec
43. Clarida was a USAF retiree.

Floyd Clites, 367th engineer (Joseph
Couris crew), died 3 Jan 99 in Hot Springs,
AR, where he had lived much of his life, He
arrived wtih the Group 11 Jan 44, and leaves
his wife, Dora, 3c. 6gc, 3ggc.

James E. Fairchild, 367th gunner
(William Ely crew) and who was grounded
before flving any combat, died 28 Jul 98 in
Jasper. TX. He was for many vears an elec-
trical techmician for Tennessee Gas
Transmission Co. He leaves his wife,
Robbie.

LTC Kenneth H. Fultz, 423rd navigator
and POW (Jack Harris crew). died 21 Aug 98
ir Lake Worth, FL, where he had made his
winter home for some vears. He also lived in
Mashua, NH. He joined the Group 20 Jun 43
and was MIA 28 Jul 43 on a mission to
Kassel, Germany. Fultz was in Stalag Luft 111
for two years. He served postwar in the
USAF, retiring in Sep 63. He attended
Command and Staff School and Squadron
Officers” School. Following USAF retire-
ment he worked for Boston Edison Co, He
leaves his second wile, Marianne, ld.

James H. Fries, 367th gunner (Joseph
Pedersen crew), died 1) Apr 98 in Lisbon,
H.

Louis R. Gilbert, 368th radio operator
(Robert Chrisjohn crew) died 27 Oct 94 in
Loves Park, IL, practicing law there for
nuny years. Lou joined the Group 17 Jul 44
and completed combat in Dec.

Joseph R. Graziano, 368th radio opera-
Lor and POW (Maxwell Judas crew), died 17
Mar 98 in Harrisbure, PA, He was with the
original group. and was MIA 21 May 43 on

Alfred J. Switzer, president, Wallace D.
Boring, vice president; Russell A. Strong,
secretary; Robert M. Houser, treasurer:
Sheldon Beigel, Russell G. Houghton,
Lee Kassler, Claiborne Wilson, directors:
Joseph Hathaway, past president; Alfred
C. Villagran, 1993 Reunion chairman.
Halph Franklin is cur British representa-
tive, Mational School Cottage, Keysos,
Beds MK44 ZHP, England. Telephone
from US: 011-441234-708715; In
England 1234-708715.
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a mission to Wilhelmskaven, Germany. He
had flown at least 10 missions with the
306th,

Norman D, Hall, 423rd gunner (Douglas
Schrack crew), died 2 Feb 98 in Lincoln, NE.
He completed his 35 mission combat tour 20
Feb 43, He was an electrician and owned a
wholesale electric supply. Following retire-
ment he found considerable joy in entertain-
ing veterans in VA hospital. He leaves his
wile, Mildred, 1s.

Maj. Sam J. Hatton, squadron bom-
bardier for the 368th, died 22 Aug 98 in
Riverside, CA, where he had lived since
USAF retirement in *65. He joined the 306th
8 Jul #4 (Robert Dodge crew), and flew 39
combat missions. He served also in the
Casey Jones Project and left the 306th in
Nov 45. In the USAF he served as a
squadron commander and division executive
officer. In retirement he was a deputy proba-
tion officer for Riverside County, and was a
supervisor for Juvenile Hall,

Irvin 8. Karpman, a clerk in Group
Operations and later responsible for Form 35
records, died 20 Dec 98 in Springfield. 1L,
where for many years he had operated a
music store. He Teaves his wife, Bessie.

John E. Krivus, 367th medic, died 18
Mov 98 in Greensburgh, PA.

Wade S. McRary, 368th tail gunner
{(William MNash crew). died 20 Feb 98 in
Granit Falls, NC. He joined the Group 15
Mar 44 and was MIA 27 Mar 44 on a mis-
sion to La Rochelle, France with Rene Fix's
crew. He leaves his wife, Virginia

Ferman (Jack) Millette, 423rd pilo,
died 6 Oct 98 in Lafayette, LA, He had suf-
fered from Parkinson's Disease. He leaves
his wife, Lucy, 2¢, 3ge. He had retired as
division land supervisor for Tennessee Gas
Pipeline Co,

William H. Morris, 369th tail gunner
(Lowell Burgess crew), died 14 Jul 98 in
Lawrenceburg, IN. He joined the 306th 12
Apr 44 and completed his combat tour in
September. His wile, Shirley, received an
American flag from Col, Burgess at his
funeral. Morris also leaves 15, 1d.

Elmond Richardson, 423rd gunner
{Charles Toner crew), died 26 Mar 63 in Porl
Arthur. TX, loflowing a heart attack. He had
been employed at the Gulf Oil refinery there.

Jack R, Samway, 368th squadron navi-
gator in the first half of 1944, (Joseph Gay
crew), died 16 Oct 98 in Baytown, TX. He
completed his combat tour 26 Jun 44, A
oraduate of the U-Tex, he retired as an instru-
ment engineer for Exxon Corp., in 1977,
Samway leaves his wife, Marie, Is, 1d, 5gc.

Ray K. Schieb, 369th pilot, died 22 Sep
98 in Ann Arbor, ML He flew 32 missions
from 25 Sep 44 to the end of the war and
stayed with the 306th until Mar 46. A gradu-
ate of Ohic St Univ, he was with Ford Motor
Cuo., in sales and marketing until retirement
in “88. He leaves his wife, Ruth, 5d, 11gc.

Millard C. Scott, 423rd gunner (Forrest
Slewart crew), died in Jul 97 in Johnstown,
OH.

Robert L. Semler, 368th ball turret gun-
ner, died 23 Nov 98 in the Martinsburg, WV
Hospital. He arrived with the Group in early
44 and completed his combat tour in Sept,
His wife died in 1991 and he leaves 1d, 2=,
Jege. Woodrow Semler, 368th waist gunner,
Wik a cousin.
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306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA
Send this form and check to 306th Bomb Group Association to:
Jack Frost, PO Box 13362, Des Moines, 1A 50310.
Squadron Golf Shirts G Tdiote izl
Embmnd;;?hﬂr;l;, Squadraon, p LS fadng
368th white M, L, XL $20.00
369th green M, L, XL $20.00
423rd blue M, L, XL $20.00
306 Cap, Grey, Embr. 306 BG & B-17 $1D£Q_
B-17 Gold Caolor Pin, Lapel or Hat £5.00
306th Patch 2-1/4 in. without First over Germany $5.00
306th Patch 3 in. with First over Germany $5.00
306th Patch 5 in. Group Logo :g,gg
367th Patch 5 in. in Full Color 5
368th Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
369th Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
423rd Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
306th Tie Navy, B-17, 306 B G, Thurleigh, England $10.00
306th Decal with First over Germany $0.50
3086th "Black Thursday" Photo in Full Color $3.00
306th Cloisonne Logo Key Chain $3.00
Shipping and Handling - Up to 2 Ibs. per package $3.00
Shipment via Priority or 1st Class Mail
Shipping & Handling | $3.00 |
TOTAL i
Name
Address
City, State, Zip

Aiken, Edgar L—3B00 Risher Rd. Warran, OH 44481—368
Barberis, Daniel J—85 Goosa Bay Dr. Bridpon, VT 05734—423
Berry, Leslie—2633 Victoria S1, Wooster, OH 44691—423
Billa, William K—PO Box 5513, Redwood Gity, GA 94063—423
Brannan, MNeil H—25300 Perdido Beach Blve, Windswep! 208, Orange Beach, AL 36561—368
Brooks, Everatt V—PO Box 102, Dassel, MN 55325—423
Bruce, John F—248 Jasper St NW, Largo, FL 33770—1628
Colling, James E—1 Brittany, Newpor Beach, CA 92660—369
Colvin, W. M.—1500 W Matlock #13, Aransas Fass, TX 73336—367
Deterding, John F—&975 W 85th St, Keamey, NE 6B847—368
Duran, Edward H—44 La Encina, Newbury Park, CA 91320—367
Findley, Everatt L—8712 Indian Knall Trl, Norh Richland Hills, TX 76180—388
Fisher, Marion B—8223 Hwy 358, Opelousas, LA T0570—a369
Fitzpatrick, Walter D—140 Maple 5t, Wetherstield, CT 06109—387
Gannett, Ray—1880 Park Newport $405, Newport Beach, CA D2660—367
Goldman, Lowell—PO Box B7638, Vancouver, WA 98687—368
Hobson, Frederick H—595 Mardel Dr #403, Naples, FL 34104—369
Jacobson, Kenneth E—11603 Ladera Vista Dr #25, Austin, TX 78758—a423
Jewell, Fremont H—685 Bridle Ridge Ad. Eagan, MN 55123—362
Juslice, James T—1361 Swallow, Ln, Birmingham, AL 35213—369
Kingen, Robert L—2366 Steeple Chass, Shelbyville, IN 46176—a368
Krashes, Ben—3750 Country Vista Way, Lake Warth, FL 33467—389
Lea, Dominic D—8558 W Pershing Ave., Peoria, AZ B538—423
Marks, Roy—10801 Long Branch Dr. Conroe, TX 77303—367
Maxwell, Robert L—PO Box 1265, Oceanside, CA 92051—369
McCarthy, Denis E—25801 Woodward #201, Royal Oak, MI 48067—368
Mihalevich, Gregory G—300 N D 51, #303, Oskaloosa, |A 52577—4273
Marrow, Norman—PO Box 8222, Vero Beach, FL 32061 —367
Mickell, & W Jr—578 Bugkingham Ln, Lexington, KY 40503—368
Farker, Orlie Jr—4801 Norh Hills Bivd #2086, Morih Litlle Rock, AR 72116--368
Pasvoll, Harold—663 Quall Or. Cranbury, MJ 0B512—360
Ross, Shirly J—11057 W Tidewater Ct. Boize, ID 83713—367
Ruffin, William A—#2 Wildermess Run, Diamondhead, MS 39525—368
Rupp, Bermard J—M47WE277 Westem Rd. Cedarburg, W 5301-2—a360
Schoolfiald, Charles T—1035 Scott Dr #132, Prescott, A7 86301—260
Sherman, Fred T—2859 N Cedar Hill Or. Fayetteville, AR 72703—389
Tanno, Norman J—24795 Lake Shore Blyd #3908, Claveland, OH 44123—a29

306th Family

Mrs. Dale W. Dysinger—110 W Pleasan! Lake Rd. North OaRs, MM 55127—3g8W
Mrs. Frank Endras—8609 Stoner Rd. Riverview, FL 33560—368W

Mrs. G. Kieth Jackson—4040 San Felipe St, #102, Houston, TX 77027 —3g7W
Mrs. Ralph Kennell—108 Starr P1., Grapeving, TX 76051—369W

Mrs. Joseph Mathews—PQ,Box 1719, Bluffion, SC 29910—360W

Mrs, Martin J. Kilcoyne—2303 E 3rd 5t, Groenvilla, NG 27858—367W

Mrs.

David Revolti—33 Fiske Mill Rd. Millord, MA D1Y57—368W

Mrs. Jerroll Sanders—5817 Owls Mast Dr. San Angelo, TX T6901—a23
Mrs. F. Edwin Tingler—207 Melody Ln, Liberty, MO 84068—368W
Mrs. Jane Cavaness Winz—57 Cadillac Dr. #10, Sacramento, CA 958253680
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Robert R. Swartz, 368th navigator {John
Machosky crew), died 27 Oct 98 in
Litchfield, MI, following a heart attack, He
was MIA 11 Sep 44 on a mission to
Eisenach, Germany, and was in Stalag Luft |
until May 45. A praduate of Westemn
Michigan University, Swartz retired as
superintendent of schools in Litchfield. He
leaves his wife, Mary, s, 1d, doc.

Harold K. Twing, 367th waist gunner
(William Bisson crew), died 16 Nov 9% in
Amarillo, TX. Joining the Group in Jun 43,
he completed combat in Jan 44, and was
credited with one downed enemy alc. He
leaves his wife, Jane,

Ralph W. Wiehrdt, 367th bombardier
(Harold Barrett crew), died 7 Mar 98 in

Naperville, IL. Ralph joined the Group 11
Jun 44 and completed his tour 7 Sep 44, He
had been a sales engineer for €, R. Daniel
Co., retiring in 1980. He leaves his wife
Mildred.

306th Family

Dot Dimter, wife of Bob Dimter, 423nd
bombardier, died 3 Aug 97 in St Petersburg,
FL.

1 Margaret Farkash, wife of Michael N
Farkash, 42314 gunner, died in 1998,

ffmne Lyles, wife of Joe D, Lyles, 3691h
copilot, died 13 Sep 98 in Cochran, GA. She
had been a frequent reunjon attendee,

Martha Petrelli, widow of Peter Petrelli.
367th gunner, died 6 Mar 98 in Warren, ML
Pete had died a year carlier.





















