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Savannah History Unique in U.S.

On February 12, 1733, James
Edward Oglethorpe and 114 colonists,
having crossed the Atlantic from
Gravesend, England, arrived at
Yamacraw Bluff on the Savannah River
o found America’s thirteenth colony,
Georgia. Their purpose was to increase
imperial trade and to establish a protec-
tive buffer between Spanish Florida and
the northern English colonies, especially
South Carolina.

In 1733, Oglethorpe designed the
basic layout for Savannah into tithings,
ten lots per tithing and trust lots, held by
frustees for public use, Thus, Savannah
became “America’s first planned city.”
This system of public squares, intended
as central areas of forlification as well as
social areas for the colonists, has been
designated as a National Historic Civil
Engineering Landmark. Of the original
24 squares, all but 2 survive.

From the outset, Savannah was an
important seaport, sending the products
of its agriculture and trade with the
Indians to England. Wet rice culture was
prevalent at one time but abandoned
because of the scourge of yellow fever
which swept the city in 1820. By that
time, cotton had become the dominant
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We Were Part of ‘Great Moment

export crop. For nearly a century, trading
in the Cotton Exchange on Savannah's
waterfront set world cotton prices.

Savannah saw military action during
the Revolution when the city was taken
by Colonial insurgents at the outset of
the war. In 1778, the British recaptured
Savannah. The following year the
American army laid siege to Savannah in
an unsuccessful effort to retake the city.
Finally, in July 1782, Oglethorpe left
Savannah to return to England.

Although Savannah was not captured
until late in the Civil War, it suffered from
the Union Navy's coastal blockade.
Rather than risk total destruction,
Savannahians surrendered their city to
General Wm. T. Sherman on December
22, 1864. Sherman sent his famous
Message to President Lincoln from the
Green-Meldrim House where he made
his headquarters: "I beg to present to
you as a Christmas gift, the City of
Savannah with 140 heavy guns and
plenty of ammunition and also about
25,000 bales of cotton.”

In the years after the Civil War
Savannah's economy faltered. Cofton
was no longer King. Many historic
prospects were lost. The doorway of the

By Stephen Ambrose, Leading WWI Historian

Mineteen forty-five was the woret year in human history.
More people were killed viclently, more houses burned,
more buildings destroyed and more high explosives set off

in 1945 than in any other year. Indeed,

killed in that year than in all the previous five years.

if we in America now look out on a

world, and a far more stable and prosperous one, it is large-
Iy owing to the extraordinary sacrifices of the generation of
citizen solders who fought in World War l—and who led us
into the peace that followed. Memorial Day might be a good

time to remind ourseives of this debt.

In the spring of 1945, in the deepest

darkness of this catastrophe, the most ter-
rfifying sight to most civilians was a 12
man squad of armed teenage boys in uni-
form. Whether it was the Red Army in
Leipzig, Warsaw or Dresden; or the
Japanese in Manila, Seoul or Canton; or
the Germans in Holland, these boys terri-
fied because their presence meant rape,
pilage, loofing, senseless destruction,
wanton murder. To a lesser degree, even
Alied troops on foreign soils, like the
French in Austria, could inspire a special
kind of dread,

There was an exception. Everywhere
in the world, whether in France, Belgium,
the Philippines, Germany or Japan, the
sight of a 12 man squad of Gls brought joy
io people’'s hearis—because the sight of
those American kids meant cigareties,
candy, rations and freedom. They had
come not to conguer or terrorize but to lib-
erate. It was a great moment in world his-
tory.

Those Gls, born between 1924 and
1927 saved Western civilization. Mat
aione, abviously, but they were the front-
line infantry, the cutting edge. Thely had
grown up in the Depression and their gen-
eration had paid a price. In World War Il
fully one third of American males who
were called up for a physical exam before
induction into the Armed Services Were

judged unfit for
even imited service
duty because of
their health—they
had bad teeth or
bad eyes, and were
often malnourished.
Many of those who
passed the physical
wished they hadn't,
as they and their
buddies were thrown into the gigantic
struggle. They prevailed and thereby
saved us all. Yet they've never gotten their
due.

Beyond Military Victory

That generation's contribution o those
of us who follow them encompassed
rmuch more than beating Hitler and Tojo.
The Gls came home from the war sick
unto death with war. They had seen more
than enough blood, high explosives and
destruction, They wanted to construct, to
build, to save lives, They had also seen
enough of totalitarianism. They wanted
freedom.

So they went to college on the Gl Bill of
Rights, then went out to build modem
America, They built the St. Lawrence
Seaway, the Intersiate Highway Systern,
the modem corporation. They licked polio
and other dread diseases, and made
countless other revolutionary advances in
medicine, education, public policy and
more.

And they stood up to Stalin and his
successors, through their support of the
United MNations, the Department of

Defense and the Morth Atlantic Treaty
Organization. They had the patience {0
hold firm through the Cold War, and they
paid for it through their taxes.

The ex-Gls knew their leader, Dwight
Eisenhower, was right when he said to a

more people were

much less bloody

Gibbons house on West Broad Street
was salvaged and found its way to New
York to be installed as an entrance to the
Early American wing of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

Perhaps it was the National Park
Services' restoration of nearby Fort
Pulaski in the early 1900s which revived
the old civic pride, dormant since
Reconstruction (1865-1877). Whatever
the cause, a few farsighted
Savannahians felt that salvaging the
remaining symbols of a bygone ele-
gance was not a stop backward, but
rather the first real progress seen in
Savannah during the century. Since that
resurgence, Savannah's restoration
sfforts have continued to gain national
attention and acclaim. Savannah now
has one of the largest landmark historic
districts in the United States,

Savannah has been dubbed The
most beautiful city in North America” by
LeMonde, the leading newspaper in
Paris, France; “One of the top ten walk-
ing cities in the U.S." by Walking
Magazine and “One of the top 10 U.5.
Cities to Visit, * Conde Nast Traveler.
Touring Historic Savannah is a fascinat-
ing and enriching step back in time
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group of congressmen complaining about
the costs of defense: "This is going to take
a long time. But if the Soviets want to keep
up with us, they will have to sacrifice their
people, and in so doing they will sow the
seeds of their own destruction.” The way
to win the Cold War was not to destroy the
Soviet Union with high explosives but fo
wait for the system to implode.

It was a splendid generation, those
men and women who fought World War Il
and then led us through the next 40 years.
They had unique opportunities and they
measured up, They brought more free-
dom to more people around the world
than any generation in history.

They did it, in part, because of what
they had learned in war. The value of
teamwork. The need for initiative and will-
ingness to accept responsibility. The
necessity for discipline. The benefits of
deferred gratification, Most of all, a sense
of national unity and shared expenence.

The veterans were the objects of scom
for the sociologists, who called them the
men in gray flannel suits, marching in

lockstep, jumping to their feet when the
CEO entered the room, hopelessly con-
formist. In fact, inventive, hard-working
and capable of getting along and working
together, whether as leaders or followers.

Most of all, they accepted responsibili-
ty. War thrusts it onto young men in a way
nothing else can do. | know men who at
the age of 18 commanded an infantry pla-
toon—that's 40 a armed men in a life or
death situation, 24 hours a day, for weeks
at a time. | know men who at 19 were
pilots of B-172 — that's a million dollar air-
plane with a crew of 10. At age 20, Li(jg)
Tony Duke, USNR, commanded an LST.
That's an ocean going vessel (Mr. Duke
took his LST onto the Mormandy beach
onJune 6, 1944), Today we wouldn't give

adding to the city's beauty.

Currently there are tours, tours, tours:
Walking, trolley, horse drawn carriage,
motor coach and bus. Within easy walk-
ing distance of your hotel is multimillion
dollar restoration of riverfront to preserve
and stabilize the historic area. It borders
a thriving river port, and imparts atmos-
pheric old world charm. A nine block
brick concourse is ideal for strolli -
nicking and ship watching. More
boutiques, galleries, artist ¢
restaurants and pubs are houset
ton warehouses restored to rusti =—
ty.

The location and a nearly o
cast of characters are right here
they were in the book and the
*Midnight in the Garden of Gc
Evil," all of which is covered on s¢
the tours,

Fine dining abounds in histc =
haunted environs and appeals
most demanding palates.

In the next issue of Echoes
bring you more information on 1 =
do, see and eat!
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kids his age the keys to the family car.

Lost Melting Pot

Mow the survivors are old men, no
longer leading the nation. Today the
sense of national unity is missing.
Perhaps the most important reason is a
result of victory: There is no more draft. In
World War Il and the Cold War, teenage
American boys got to know one another in
the services. Willy-nilly, Uncle Sam threw
them together. Today, few black kids from
Harlem know any white kids from
Montana; few white kids from Wisconsin
know any black kids frorm Mississippi. The
Armed Services were a melling pot, now
gone.

The greatest gift the World War |l
Generation gave us was hope. In 1945,
the 19th century idea of progress in
human affairs was gone. In a world where
the most common emation was fear; the
most common feeling was hunger;, a
world that had just witnessed the first use
of atomic bombs; a world in which com-
munism was cn the march; a world in
which the chief legacy of scientific and
technological revelution of the 20th centu-
ry seemed to be the ability to destroy
everything; a world in which the politicians
seemed helpless to stop the drift toward
World War lll—in such a world it was
impossible to believe in progress.

Today, communism has joined Naziism
in the ash can of history. Today, it is
dernocracy that is on the march. Today, is
again possible to believe in progress. That
is the unique contribution of the
Americans who fought in World War Il and
prevailed, then managed to avoid World
War Il while again prevailing.

As one veteran put it at the end of an
interview, “l feel | did my part in helping
tum the 20th Century from a century of
darkness into a century of light.”
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sﬁﬂﬂ'iFn:mt: . LMprrryrRFranhW:Hunth,ljlmnanJMmN.
Amold J Pam::;lfhﬂank: Maurice E. Lavoie eng, William A. t':ouslqs tg,
Edwin H. Reese ro, Donald F. Bohrer wg, John H. Jenkins wg and Clifford

Dodson bi.

26Tth. Front: Gm Harga tg, Hlph.Babal CPR, ;nﬂia ro. Back: Eonm Of the t

Themas Dunford wg, Paul Bailey P. Leroy Hollenberg eng.

]

36Bth. Front: Leon A. Risk P. George Reynell CP, Joe Hofiman eng, Frank Seaford
N. Back row: Max Houston ro, Richard Cooper wag, William Carrasco tg, George
Johnson B and Rocco Russo bt.
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365th. Front: Clyde M. nnau eng, John P. Hun'Is wag, Robert L. Stevenson 369th. Frant: Richard S. Wong P. Walter P, McBroom CP, John Rodgers
ro. Back: Charles R. Tipton bt, Fred Zdobylak tg, Doyle Dagger P. Shedrick M, Frank Garcia B. Back: Robert A. McClure bt, Armand A. Cournoyer
Jones B, Ralph Oliver CP (& Squadron COJ). wg,ltgrnbeﬁ E. Sykes wg Gene H Paige ro, Bertram J. Bergman eng and
Walter E Kells tg.
| 1008 Savannah Registrations
Briscoe, Dale & Bati 369
Corcaran, John & Marjorie 367 306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA
and Betty Kenney Send this form and check to 306th Bomb Group Association to:
— Daniel, Robert W. & Pat 423 Jack Frost, PO Box 13362, Des Moines, I1A 50310,
Edwards, William & Joan 367 Squadron Golf Shirts
i
Kiely, Wm:t J. o g:: Embroidered B-17, Squadron, Group (circle size)
Fobert W. Seelos, president; Joseph R. Houghton, Russel r 3A67th red M, L, XL 0.00
Hathaway. vice president; r:h.ss;aii A, Langley, t‘:llﬁo;d Lgu Ehh:'lBB]r?:-ﬂ N 368th white M. L XL gg(} i
Strong, secretary: FRobert M. Houser, Long, Robert ru ' 4
treasurer; Sheldon Beigel, John K. McMahan, Albert 369 369th green M, L, XL $20.00
Hickey, Russell Houghton and Wailaga Moreland, Herbert & Petrama 423 - 42§rd bJuBb M, L, XL $20.00
F‘eckhar‘n, directars; M/fGen. James 5. N‘Hbi'“, Archie & Nﬂh‘nﬂ 267 06 ap, Grey, Embr. 06 BG & E'T? $1um
Cheney, past president; D. Luke Jacobs, | gy i 8 Mirie 39  |B-17 Gold Color Pin, Lapel or Hat $5.00
;iizgraugg?ﬂgrda;m:n'E?mzlbgﬁdﬁ?; kg;r Ridge, Clayton 423 306th Patch 2-1/4 in. without First over Germany $5.00
e, | s Mt
British representative. (Mill Hill, Keysoe, ﬁmﬂ-’-?-m :& : g 306th Patch 3 in. with First over Germany $5.00
Beds MK44 2HP. England). gf}ifghnrga Strong, o une i gggm sa:::n ;:r in. fﬁrguﬁ éulgu $5.00
from US‘. 011-44-1234-70 i in 3 ! "ﬂ!ﬂ': Ilm'kj 'a in. in Fu olor $5_.DD
England 1234-708715. Woods, Robect E. & Pat 39 [368th Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
306th Echoes is published four times annual- 369th Pafch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
ly: January, April. July and Oetober, and M ~ I 423rd Patch 5 in. in Full Color $5.00
mailed frae of cha:‘g»?glu 2il}l\1_}rl|cr1c:::nwr; atﬁrasse_-s emor’a s 306th Tie NEW}"- B-17. 306 B G Thurlefgh England 51{]'0(}
of 306th personnal, 194 . Contributions in ; - ! v Ou
support of this effort may be remitted to the Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Langley, in mem- gggtﬂ'_: %ﬁ#ﬁhgﬂ ?;ehr{}?uﬂ'rm:ny $0.50
\reasurar ; ursaay in Full Colo 0
ory of Leif H. Hansen, 369th. - r $3.00
306th Cloisonne Logo Key Chain
SECRETARY/EDITOR: _ , Shipping and Handiing - Up o 3 1 $3.00
Handles all changes of address, editorial Mr. and Mrs. Henry Danz, in memory Shipment via Priority o 15, G} S. per package $3.00
comments and records:; . : or 1s ass Mail
Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PI., G- Lt F. Fisnsenn, 065
Charlotte, MC 28205. Phone 704/568-3803. M Aiiva: Yodst: i —
rs. ) o
TREASURER: Raymond J. Yoder.
iiprit A P S TN Shi
Aobert N. Houser, PO. Box ; Pping & Handli $3.00
y 5/270/4498 Gifts may be made in memany of 306th vetarans ng
Des Moinss, 14 50310, 51 or family, by sending your check, so dasignated 1o Name TOTAL
" i J Association the 306th Memorial Fund, to the Association trea-
b Fjﬁaﬁfﬁﬁﬂfmﬁ;ﬁn and as | surer Al gifts made during the preceding quarter will g;ﬁfgr—_'_'_'_'_‘_'—'—-—-———-_._ -
' ; ; fied as 501 () (19). | belistedin Echoes. Expentiures of those funds is at t o2l 00— —
ASRRR J the discretion ofthe Board of Direcors __"_____'f__————__::___________ e






















