5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
Forward & Address Correction

On a Mar 44 mission, three
369th a/c can be identified:
894-Z, 019-Q and 969-F

EChaes

8th Museum
Opens Doors
at Savannah

The new Bth Air Force Museum will
do far more to put Savannah, Georgia,
on the map than did those orders of 8
Jan 1942 which created the 8th.

Your editor was one of those who
thought some years ago that the idea
of an 8th Air Force Museum would never
fly - and especially in Savannah.

But, OUR Museum is herel it has
opened its doors, and within a few more
months will be totally ready to receive
visitors from all over the United States,
and the far corners of the earth. The Brit-
ish have already come, and there will
be many more to follow.

See pictures, pages 4 & 5

This $12,000,000 venture got its first
major boost from the Georgia chapter
of the Bth AF Historical Society, and then

— e forward looking leaders of Savan-

nah came into the act. Money came,
broad community support, and a corner
of the extensive international airport
property was secured. This is fortu-
itously sited at the interhcange of 1-95
and Georgia Rt. 80, with Pooler, GA, as
the nearby mailing address.

At 10 o'clock in the morning of 13
May, as a B-17 and a P-51 cruised over-
head, the doors came open and sev-
eral thousand veterans, wives and a
variety of family members and friends
crowded through the entrance. Once
they expanded into the spacious area

(Turn to page 2)
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In a riot of color, the facade of the Riviera Hotel In Las Vegas, will welcome 308th veterans 28

Oct through 8 Nov 1996,
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NEW DIRECTORY

Your 1996 Directory will be well into
completion by 1 August. Check your
address, wife's name, nine-digit Zip
Code and telephone Area Code, and
get changes to Russ Strong by that
date, if possible.
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Despite the glowering weather, spirits of Bth AF veterans al Savannah soared as they gathered
far the Bth Air Museum dedication 13 May 96. Ideally located at an exit off 1-95, it will undoubtedly

be a future 306th reunion site.

When Moving Tell Echoes

We seem to be having more trouble
keeping track of "you people on the
maove”|

MNotices often come from you con-
cerning new addresses, but a large
number also come through the Postal
Service. With valid information pre-
sented, we send a postcard informing
you of the address change, and request-
ing your new telephone number, or ask-
ing for your spouse's first name or other
data we are missing.

When we receive from the Postal
Service your mail label with an accom-
panying notation *Return to Sender - Not
Deliverable as Addressed - Unable to
Forward” our first response is to call the
telephone number, if we have one avail-
able. This sometimes gets you back on
line without further ado.

But, when the operator informs us
that the phone has been disconnected
and there is no forwarding information,
we are in a quandary, We are now pub-
lishing a list of the "Missing”, hoping that
an old buddy may know where you are.

If you have a stable home address,
and seasonally live elsewhere, we know
how to make another effort to get hold
of you.

Or, give us the address of one of your
children, and we will tag it on to our ba-
sic information and get you back on the
mailing list quickly. Don't miss an issue
of Echoes because you forgot to tell us
about your move.

Don't let our mail address quandary
include you!

LB B B N N

Las Vegas Set To
Welcome 306th Vets

While the attendance is bouncing
along over the 150 mark, Co-chairman
Ed Hennessy is quick to wam others
planning on attending.the 1996 306th
reunion in Las Vegas, that the basic
package charge of $125 per person will
jump by $10 after 25 Aug.

The Riviera Hotel on the famed Las
Vegas strip has much to offer, includ-
ing great rooms, abundant eateries, a
dynamic show {included in the basic
package) and proximity to many other
shows, shops, restaurants and activi-
ties that keep Las Vegas as one of the
top reunion/vacation/entertainment
spots in the U, 5,

If you went to gunnery school in Las
Vegas a few years back, this desert
community was a pretty sleepy place,
like many of the training fields in the
Southwest. But growing now at a rate
of 4,000 to 6,000 new people a month,
Las Vegas grew by a million paople in

‘30 years.

As you may have guessed,

Hennessy and co-chair Barney
Rawlings are very proud of their
adopted home - Hennessy arrived af-
ter retirement in Chicago, but Rawlings
came soon after the war and has been
a fixture since then.
Sometimes at reunions people tell us they like
the rates at restaurants other than the hostelry
in which were are centered, but The Riviera has
15 restaurants within its confines ranging from
tast food hamburger places to a 5-star catery
that will make your eyes bug oul.

“Las Vegas is rapidly gaining lead-
ership as a family oriented destination,”
says Hennessy, with theme parks and
youth/family attractions everywhere.
The Las Vegas school districtis the 11th
largest in the nation, with nearly 200 pri-
mary and secondary schools enrolling
160,000 pupils. UNLY of basketball
fame, has an enrollment of over 20,000
and the local community college has
nearly that many students.

The reunion committee has been in
action for more than a year, getting ev-
ery detail settled, their efforts being de-
signed to provide you with pure joy
through all your waking hours.

As the reunion begins to welcome
people on Monday, the 28th, the
evening entertainment will be to turn in
your tickets for “Splash 11", and see this
stellar production.

Touring the Area

Tuesday's optional events include a
Mount Charleston-Lee Canyon tour,
and another six-hour excursion to a
popular natural wonder, Red Rock Can-
yon. The evening dinner offering is to
King Arthur’s Tournament, where
mounted knights joust during the meal
time.

Wednesday's all day excursion takes
travelers to the west rim of the Grand
Canyon, a seldom seen sight for the
“white man” because it has been closed

(Turn to page 2)
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8th Museum (from page 1)

inside it no longer looked like such a
great crowd.

YOUR museum is large, well orga-
nized, and when all of the displays, li-
brary and research materials, and other
exhibits are in place it will be ready for
you to come and visit. Arrive early, if pos-
sible, and plan to spend at least a day
there (or as long as your wife will let you
look at everything). Motels abound in the
area to take care of overnight stays.

When my wife and | arrived we soon
met Maj. Gen, James 5. Cheney, our
president and former Group navigator,
and Brig. Gen. and Mrs. William S,
Rader. He was variously 368th pilot,
367th CO and deputy Group CO.

Alsa there were Tom and Kitty
Hulings, Harry Doles, Albert McMahan,
Clayton Ridge, Dick and T O'Hara, Bob
and Katherine Flood, and Russ and
June Strong. We apologize for those we
didn’t see.

The library and research area is on
the second floor, with a computer pro-
gram that will eventually enable anyone
to track 8th AF personnel from the 35
bomb groups, the fighter groups and all
of the host of service organizations that
enabled the Bth to fly. This alone is a
massive effort that will bring people from
far and near to do research on the 8th.
Lessons in History

There is a fabulous walk-through dis-
play that takes one in history from 1933
on through the war in film, strips of which
appear on half a dozen TV monitors as
you walk along reading plaques and look-
ing at many still pictures. Dates and places
are indicated for events, and significant
quotations from world leaders are painted
an the walls above. This alone can take
an hour or more.

There is a briefing room inside a
WWII control tower where viewers will
sit in on a briefing, then moving on to
another large room where by the
miracles of today’'s computer wizardry
you will fly the mission for which you
have been briefed.

Those who were at the 8th Museum
opening day will be in for a lot of sur-
prises when they retumn for another look.
There is an admission charge, but after
you have taken the long walk through
the Museum you will regard the fee as
a pittance.

Obviously, this museum will get
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The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Association: M/Gen. James S. Chenay,
prasident; Robert W. Seelos, vice-
president; Russell A, Strong, secretary;
Robert M. Houser, treasurer, Directors:
Joseph R. Hathaway, John K. Hickeay,
Wallace Peckham and Donald M. Snook; C.
Dale Briscos, past president; Edward J.
Hennessy, 1996 reunion chairman. Ralph
Franklin, Keysoe, Bedfordshire, England,
is our British representative. (Ml Hill,

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP, England.  Tele-
phone from US: 011-44-1234-708715, in
England 1234-708715.

306th Echoes is published four fimes annually:
January, Aprll, July and October, and is mailed
free of charge to all known addresses of 306th
perscnnal, 1942-45, Contributions in support of
this effort may be remitted to tha reasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR:

Handles all changes of address, editorial
comments and records:

Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PL.,
Charlotte, NC 28205. Phone 704/568-3803.

TREASURER:

Send contributions to:

Robert N. Houser, P.O. Box 13362,
Des Moines, |A 50310, 515/279-4498.

The 306th Bomb Group Historical Association is
a Federally tax-exempl organization and as &
veleran's group is classified as 501{c){ 18}

lowa’s Flame

Only now, more than 50 years later, are
memorials to WWIl begining to dot the
landscape. the ‘Freedom Flame' pictured above
is a sketch of the State of lowa venture in this
regard. Our treasurer, Robert N. Houser, 368th,
Is the vice chairmen for the statewide effort to
raise the necessary funds.To be placed on the
grounds of the State Capitol in Des Moines,
one will reach the stainless steel sculpture
through an educational ‘Freedom Walk’
featuring major events of WWII, from Pearl
Harbor to V-J Day. The circular plaza floor will
have a world map inlaid to emphasize the
global nature of the war.

heavy play from students in schools for
a hundred miles around Savannah. But
it is the winter and spring tourist migra-
tions that turn 1-95 into one of the great
speedways of the world that will bring
hosts of visitors seven days a week. It
is our bet that many people will see the
museum on their way south in the Fall
heading for Florida and will make a sec-
ond stop headed back north in the
Spring.

Lt. Gen. E. G. (Buck) Shuler (USAF
ret) is president of the Museum orgdhiza-
tion, and he has done a fine job in bring-
ing together the Bth enthusiasts, the city,
money and a professional staff of first
quality to put all of the many pieces to-
gether, and to get it ready to operate ina
first class manner for years to come.

When the hat was passed years back
to begin this venture, the 306th de-
murred, as did most of the 8th organi-
zations. But at our annual meeting there
is likely to be a proposal on the 306th
agenda to do our share.

The 306th is already well represented
in the plague shown elsewhere, with
books in the library, a great quantity of
research materials contributed, Echoes
on microfiche, personnel records on mi-
crofilm, and other background materials.

MNow there is a need to help pay the
remaining money needed on the basic
building and collection, and to make sure
that the 306th has a display that will equal
its own brilliant WWIl combat record.

Las Vegas (trom page 1)

to the public, as an Indian reservation,
for years. Another bus load will go to
Hoover Dam and the Lake Mead area,
to see the man-made sights, mostly cre-
ated during our life times. Lunch w111
be served after a stern wheeler trip to
the Goldstrike Inn.

The annual meeting of the 306th As-
sociation will begin Thursday morning
at 9:30 in the Hotel, and those ladies
who prefer shopping will already have
left by bus for a morning at the Belz
Factory Outlet World.

Festivities for the last evening of the
reunion begin with cocktails at the "Top
of the Riv" at 6, with the deluxe ban-
guet to begin at 8:30. And this will be
followed by the Big Band Dance Party
afterward until 11:30.

One of the items in that basic reunion
package will be souvenir photos taken
during the banguet, with prints delivered
to the tables before the evening is over.

Obituaries

Elvin W. Courtright, 423rd radio op-
erator (William Morgan crew), died 25
Apr 96 in Johnson City, NY, following a
heart attack. He flew his combat in late
44 and early 45. Courtright was refired
from IBM, and leaves his wife, 2 ¢ and
three gc.

Alfred J. Fedorka, 369th engineer
(Billy Casseday crew), died 17 Apr 96
in Perth Amboy, NJ. He joined the 306th
31 Oct 43 and completed his combat
tour in Apr 44,

Robert A. Fowler, 369th gunner
(Max Williams' crew), died 29 Feb 96 in
Dumas, AR. He leaves his wife and 2c.

Frederick J. Fuller, 367th mechanic,
died 21 Feb 96 in Factoryville, PA. He
joined the 306th 3 Apr 42 and leftin Sep
45, For years he was a sewing machine
mechanic for major clothing manufac-
turers. He leaves 2¢, 4gc and his former
wife, Freda Fuller, a war bride.

Ferman Lavoy Henry, 369th fuel op-
erator, died 20 Mar 96 in Glendale, AZ.
He had been purchasing agent for the
Maricopa, AZ, water district. He leaves
his wife, Dorothy, 2d, 25 and 8ge.

William T. Johnson, 423rd radio op-
erator (Raymond Check crew), died 19
Feb 96 in Pittsburgh, PA. He was the
70th EM to complete a combat tour, in
Jul 43, and received one Purple Heart.
He leaves his wife, June.

W. D. Jones, 368th pilot (Joseph
Belser crew), died 8 May 96 in Hous-
ton, T*. He retired as owner of the Bill
D. Jones Construction Co. in 1987, and
had retired as a USAFR major in 1957.
Jones was the 48th officer to complete
a 25-mission tour, in Sep 43. He leaves
his wite, Gene, and, two c.

Frederick L. Mcintyre, 423rd copilot
(Chester Sutton's crew), died 3 May 96 in
Charleston, SC, after a long illness. He
had retired in February as executive di-
rector of the Housing Authority of Marion,
SC, where he lived. He was a graduate
of the University of South Carolina, and
leaves his wife, 2d, 2s and Bgc.

Dr. Robert B. Morrow, 368th radio
operator, died 18 Mar 96 in Lincain City,
OR, while on vacation. He was a gradu-
ate of the Univ. of Oregon, and received
his medical degree there in 1953. In 1986
he retired from medical practice in New-
port, WA; one of his patients for 25 years
was Eddie Perin, 368th prop specialist.
Dr. Morrow completed 35 missions 25 Jul
44, and then was transferred to the 9th
Air Support Control Squadron. He leaves
his wife, Johanna, Is, 2d and 2gc.

William H. Olson, 423rd gunner
(Warren Hiney crew), died 24 Hay 96 in

Rawlings Gets
Truman Award

G. Barney Rawling, co-chairman of
the Las Vegas reunion, has been
awarded the Harry S. Truman Silver Vet-
erans Medal.

The award was made during the 24th
comenorative luncheon of the Harry S.
Truman Good Neighbor Award Founda-
tion luncheon in Kansas City, MO 8 May
1996.

The citation reads “The Harry S.
Truman silver Veterans Medal presented
to Col. G. Bamey Rawlings (USAF ret.)
whose gallantry and devotion to duty as
a B-17 Flying Fortress pilot helped our
country achieve victory in Europe in WW
11.” This occurred during the 24th annual
awarding of the medal and was the first
time it was awarded to a non-Missourian.

After USAF retirement, Rawlings was
called into service by the Governor of Ne-
vada as commanding general, Nevada
National Guard Reserve, and he retired
from that as a major general in 1988,

MEMORIALS

B. W. Casseday in memory of Albert
Fedorka, 369th.

William A. Landrum in memory of Ben
Peters, 367th.

Mrs. John P. Ross in memory of her
husband, BW.,

Persons wishing to make memarial
gifts to the Association in memory of vet-
erans or other family members may
make their gifts to the Treasurer of the
Association. All gifts will be acknowl-
edged in 306th Echoes. Money will be
disbursed from this fund at the direction
of the Board of Directors.

Additions to Roster
Jack R. Martin, 423, 4514 SE Center

St. Portland, OR 97206
306th Family
Mrs Peter Kakoliris, 369W, 6617 For-

est Ridge RJ, Birmingham, AL 35226

Sioux City, |1A. He joined the Group 27
Dec 44 and departed 19 May 45 with
about 20 missions flown. He leaves his
wife, Marjorie.

Jesse L. Patten, 367th pilot in 1945,
died 11 Apr 84, according to VA records,

Byron W. Pirtle, 368th operations
clerk, died 4 Apr 1983.

Donald C. Thulin, an original mem-
ber of the 369th, died 17 Dec. 96 in
Tacoma, WA. He left the 306th 22 Jan
43, when he was attached to 92BG and
ICBW.

Combat Diaries of the 306th Squadrons

306th Echoes, on microfiche

Men of the 306th, on microfilm

Mission Reports

ORDER FORM

Mame:

306th Publications

Publishad materials now svaabie from the Group will help you follow the 306ih through the comial period, 184245

Day-by-day diaries kept by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons’ combat activities. Mare than
150 pages, aiso Including plane and personnel rosters. Plastic bound.

Now avallable from 1876-1984, with a 41-page index covering those vears. Can ba viewed at any library,

A role af 16mm film duplicates the 306th card file of nearly 8,000 men, Including data extracted from various
*306th records, and personal data on some of the men. 1595 edition,

Coples of afficial reports on each mission you fiew, incleding intelligence summaries, frack charts, formations
and crew interrogation repors. Data for some missions may be missing from the lles. Three missions for 85,

367th Combat Diary
368th Combat Diary
369th Combat Diary
423rd Combat Diary
306th ECHOES, Mierofiche: 1975-1994

Men of The 306th

Make check payable to 3061h Bomh Group Association (prices quoted include postage and packaging charge

$17.00
$17.00
$17.00
$17.00
$15.00
$ 5.00
$20.00

1992-1994

Malling Address:
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