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Part of the 306th contingent for medal presentations were: Curtis Oakes, Lawrence Wolfe, Kay
Kisamore Manning, Claude Toyek and James Wirth, 368th bombardier.

DFC, 3 Purple Hears Awarded
92 Years After May Missions

One Distinguished Flying Cross and
three Purple Heart medals were award-
ed to 367th men 9 Aug 95 at March
AFB, CA. This presentation honored
Leo R. Kisamore, KIA, and co-pilot on
the Aldenn Manr crew, Lawrence E.
Wolfe, navigator, and Claude V. Toyek,
bombardier.

They had arrived at Thurleigh 23 Apr
43 as members of Alden Mann's crew,
and all were on the mission of 15 May
43 to Wilhelmshaven when their plane
was lost to enemy action. Kisamore was
KIA, while Wolfe and Toyek survived to
attend this special medal presentation.

All of this came about because of the
dogged determination of Kay Kisamore
Manning to see that her late first hus-
band received his due. When she
learned that neither Wolfe nor Toyek
had received their medals, she included
them in her efforts to clear up the matter,

Kisamore first came to the 306th as a
mechanic 3 Apr 42, from out of
Sheppard Field, TX, then quickly left for
pilot training. He graduated in 42-K at
Roswell, NM, becoming a flight officer
with T104 as his serial number.

At crew training, these three men
became a part of the crew of Alden
Mann, and they all reported to Thurleigh
for combat duty 23 Apr 43,

All three men flew their first missions
on 1 May 43, the fabled trip to St
Mazaire that resulted in the Medal of

Ed Danaher, Left, Inspects Lee Kessler's B-17 Model at Knoxville

Honor and a host of other medals. And

Mazaire that resulted in the Medal of
Honor and a host of other medals. And
for his work that day Kisamore was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, |
a rare happening for a first mission.

While Kisamore was killed in the
cockpit 15 May 43, Wolfe, Toyek and
Reginald G. Harris, an original crew
member with the Group, were able to
survive the ordeal and were rescued
from the North Sea by the Germans.

After punching her way through Air
Force red tape, Mrs. Manning chose to
have the ceremony in California so that
both Wolfe and Toyek, and their families
could attend. At this point Curtis Oakes,
onetime 423rd pilot, entered the scene.
He has long been a volunteer at the
March AFB Museum, and he agreed to
help get a crowd together for this cere-
mony, as well as working on the local
media.

The result was that some 70 persons
were in attendance at the March
Officers Club, introductions were made,
citations were read and the medals
were awarded in what was an unusual
event in that four medals were present-
ed and two recipients were there in per-

son,

You can be assured that there were a
lot of damp eyes in the room as a widow
and two warriors smiled through a very
meaningful morning.

400 Enjoy Busy Reunion in
Knoxville; Many Newcomers

More than 400 306th men, spouses,
friends, family and assorted guests
came to Knoxville during the reunion
season in the third week of September,
spreading out through the spacious
lobby of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, and
especially into the 11th floor hospitality
room,

Despite a few shortcomings, the
reunion attendees had a happy time
with old friends and new acquaintances
as a considerable number of additions
to our mailing list in the past two years
finally got the reunion fever.

The first travel buses left the hotel
Thursday afternocon for the Museum of
Apalachia, up |-75 a bit north of
Knoxville, where they were educated,
entertained and dined in & rustic set-
ting. Later buses left for the waterfront
on the Tennessee River where they
boarded a paddle boat for a dinner
erufee down the river'and back,

On Friday buses left mid-marning for
Dollywood at Pigeon Forge and for
Gatlinburg, with a look at the high
mountain vantage points along the way.
In mid-afternoon the buses returned
and for the dinner hour and early
evening a Glenn Miller-type musical
presentation was held in the hotel lobby,
with some dining, while others danced,
and many sat in the area to hear the
music.

Many of the better restaurants in the
immediate Knoxville area found among
their patrons numerous representatives

of the 306th.

Officers and directors of the
Association were also meeting during
this period to handle various business
matters concerning the 306th, and
preparing for the annual business meet-
ing held Saturday morning. Once again,
among those attending, were Ralph
and Daphne Franklin of Keysoe,
Bedfordshire, who serve as our repre-
sentatives in the area surrounding
Thurleigh. While the base is now
closed, Franklin is able to get visitors
inside and to help them orient them-
selves to "our" base of the 40s. There is
still no disposition of the land occupied
by the 306th and later by the Rovyal
Aircraft Establishment and its succes-
sor organizations. Following WWI| the
actual land area of the base was
increased to better serve the experi-
mental work carried on by the British
over 40 yenrs of =0,

The concluding event of the reunion
was the Saturday night banquet, at
which time B/Gen. Walter J, Bacon, a
onetime USAF fighter pilot entertained
the audience with some light humor
while he also addressed cogent
remarks concerning the present state of
defense policy in the United States, as
weall as comments on the political
scene.

As is typical, goodbyes came at
breakfast Sunday morning while travel-
ers packed their cars, or scurried for
transportation to the airport.

Col. Lanford,
First 368th
C.0., Dies

Col. William A. Lanford, pilot and first
commander of the 368th Squadron,
died 26 Jun 95 in Fresno, CA, where he
had been a stockbroker for some years.

Named 15 Mar 42 as 368th com-
mander, he served until relieved by
Gen. lra Eaker in Jan 43 over an inci-
dent involving the mission of 3 Jan 43 in

| which the Group failed to return to

Thurleigh, but landed on the south
coast. In a failed attempt to reach
Thurleigh later, a 306th plane was lost
over the water and the British lost two
planes looking for the 306th craft.

Lanford was returned to the U, S.
after having flown nine of 306th's first
13 missions, He later joined the cadre
of the 483rd Group and returned to
combat with the 15th AF. On his 17th
mission his plane was shot down, and
for a second time he lost his squadron
command.

Years later Lanford told the editor that
upon walking into Stalag Luft Ill he felt

Col. William A. Lanford

like he was going to a 306th alumni
meeting as he met so many officers
from our Group.

His later USAF career was spent
entirely in fighters, and he retired as a
colonel in 1964,

He leaves his wife of 55 years, Betty
Joe, one son, a daughter and two
grandsons.
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Obituaries

LTC Herbert J. Avise, original
Group weather officer and until trans-
ferred to 8th Bomber Command 13 Aug.
43, died 14 Aug. 95 in Nokesville, VA.
He was a USAF retiree Sep. 65. He
leaves his wife, Lorraine.

Robert F. Brenner, 449th Sub Depot,
died 2 Sep 94 in Florence, KY. Among other
duties, he worked in the Prop Shop.

Elvie C. Deal, 369th mechanic and
crew chief, is reported to have died in
Redwood City, CA. An original with the
Group, he left 9 Sep 45. He later worked for
United Air Lines. He leaves his wife, lliene.

The Rev. Norman Eilar, 367th navi-
gator (Joseph Pedersen crew), died 11
Jul 85 in the Wright-Patterson AFB
Hospital. He flew his 35-mission combat
tour in mid 1944, and retired USAF in
1967 as a lieutenant colonel. He then
returned to college, and entered the
ministry of the United Methodist Church
from which he retired in 1983 after 15
years as a pastor. He was a graduate of
Ball State University, held an MA
degree from Columbia University, and
earned MDiv and DMin degrees from
the United Theological Seminary in
Ohio. He leaves his wife, Helen, two
children, four grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

Billy H. Drennan, 369th radio opera-
tor in the original Group, died 7 Sep 95
in Little Rock, AR, while preparing to
attend his first 306th reunion. He was
the 47th EM to complete a combat tour.
Pastwar he ran the family furniture busi-
ness in Litle Rock. His wife died in
1980, and he leaves one son.

David E. Fiske, 369th mechanic,
died 23 May 95 in Alburg, VT. He was a
graduate of the University of Vermont,
montpelier, and taught in a Hyde Park,
VT, school. He leaves his wife, one

Richard L. Jones, 369th copilot and |
pilot, has died recently in Madison, TN,
where he had been a Third National
Bank officer until retirement in 1984. He
leaves his wife, Mary.

Charles H. Huffman, 367th, died 7
Mar 95 in Washington Court House,
OH, where he had lived much of his life.
He leaves his wife.

Harry 1. Miller, 367th tail gunner
(Robert Cardon crew), died 5 Aug 95 in
Bruceton Mills, WV. He came to the
306th in mid-1944, and leaves his wife,
Joan,

Winton H. Nelson, 423rd ball turret
gunner (Robert Horn crew), died 7 Jul
895 in Long Beach, MS. An electrical
engineer, he had retired from a tele-
phone company after 32 years of ser-
vice. He leaves his wife, Myrtle, three
children and four grandchildren.

Raymond Paolinl, 423rd radio oper-
ator (Jack Millette crew), died 3 Sep 93
in the VA hospital at Reno, NV. He com-
pleted his combat tour in Sep 44, hav-
ing come to the Group 30 Apr 44,

Lee Roy Patterson, 368th first
sergeant, died 12 Jan 95 Savannah,
TN. He had retired from the Christian
ministry, and leaves his wife, a son and
two daughters.

John H. Reagan, 449th clerk and
typist, died 12 Jan 95, having suffered
from Parkinson's Disease. His wife is
now living Hawaii with their daughter.

Richard W. Sprunger, 423rd copilot
and pilot, died 26 Dec 84 in
Birmingham, AL. He joined the Group
21 Aug 44 with Douglas Schrack's crew
and completed 35 missions in Feb 45. A
graduate of the University of Alabama,
he leaves his wife, two children and one
grandchild.

The Rev. George Vogt, 367th engi-
neer and POW, died 2 Feb 95 in Siloan
Spmgs AR. Hel:arnewrthMECrmg

daughiar and a grandson.

Jacob J. Gehrlein, 1628th Ordnan-
ce Co., auto mechanic and supply clerk,
died 6 Sep 85 in Tehachapi, CA. He
served with the 306th from Dec 42 to
Jan 46. He leaves his wife Sandy and
four children.

Raymond E. Hartline, 367th, who
worked in supply and armament, died 31
Oct 88 in Clifton, NJ. He joined the Group
3 Apr 42, and leaves his wife, Jane.

Jack 5. Henley, 369th pilot and
POW, died recently in Pomeroy, WA. He
had flown more than 12 missions when
he was shot down 14 Feb 45 on a raid
to Dresden, Germany.

24 Apr 44 at Obarpfaﬁanhofen G
with the Gilbert VanderMarliere crew. Hls
wife had died in 1991.

Gerald W. Walczak, 423rd tail gun-
ner (Wilmer Schultz crew), died 28 Mar
85 in Milwaukee, WI, from cancer. He
retired in 1986 as a dispensing optician.
Prior to combat he was a gunnery
instructor in Las Vegas, NV. His plane
went down 9 Feb 45, but the crew made
its way through the front lines to Liege,
Belgium, and returned to Thurleigh. He
leaves his wife, Toni, three children and
five grandchildren.

William Walsh, 367th copilot
{Leonard Smith crew), died 5 Jul 95 in
Toledo, OH, where he had been the
Lakefront Dock operator. He flew 24
missions in 1945 and then served with
the Casey Jones Project. He leaves his
wife, Nancy.

John G. Weber, 368th bombardier |
(Habert Underwood crew), died 16 Jul
95 in Casper, WY, after a short illness. A
graduate of the University of Wyoming
in civil engineering, he had been asso-
ciated with construction until retiring in
1985. He leaves wife, four children, four
grandchildren and his mother.

LTC Maurice F. Youngs, an original
306th pilot and who was transferred
before the Group left Wendover, died 15
May 95 in Phoenix, AZ. He later served
in the 96th and 100th BGs in the 8th,
His pilot class was 42-C, Stockton, CA.

306th FAMILY

Pauline Clarke, wife of Alexander
Clarke, 367th bombardier, died 19 Apr
94 in Dallas, TX.

Mrs. John K. Hedberg, 423rd
widow, died recently in Arvada, CO.

Lillian Winter, widow of August |
Winter, 369th bombardier and evadee,
died 7 Mar 95 in Vallejo, CA.

Participants

1995 Reunion

__SQ
Allernan, Harry G. & Mildred 423
Amundsen, Claments & Virginia 367
Armbrust, Norman & Lorie 423
Bailay, Walter & Gwen 368
Banas, Charles & Carley 3649
Barber, Rex C. & Dalsa 380
Barberis, Daniel J. & Grace 423
Beatty, Don & Mancy Unik
Berry, Leslia 423
ner Ralph & Nell 368
Boring, Wallace & Betty 368
Boumn, 0. B, 368
Bowen, Vincent & Alice 367
Boyla, John W. 357
Bozick, Robert & Ruth 367
Braslin, William H. & Dorothy 368
Brizcoe, Dale & Beti 360
Brizzi, Carl & Madalyn 368
Burgess, Lowall & Alice 369
Burns, Stanley & Thelma 367
Burton, Dudiey & Dolores 369
Busch, Cyril & Carol 369
Cain, Charles & F'eg._lgy Beena 3BT
ppe!att Arl & Be 423
Carlile, William GP
Carnicm, William & Ruth 423
Cavaness, William & Dorothy 368
Chase, Hal F 423
Cheney, Gen Jameas S & Yvonne 423
Christianson, Chris & Em 368
Clark, Charles R. & Loratta 360
Clark, Joseph & Wynon 423
Coleman, James R 368
Connolly, Loras J & Mary 368
Cook, Orval & Katherine 368
Corcoran, John & Marjorie 367
Belty Kinnay
Corderman, Delmar & Annig 368
Courtright, Elvin & Jane 423
Courtright, E Grant & Donna 4238
Crane, art E 369
Crossman, Gordon & Rose 368
Cumberledge, Thaodore 368
Damaso, Louls & Betty 368
Danaher, Edward & Jean 368
Daniel, Everett & Martha 360
Daniel, Robert W & Pal 423
Dixon, Luther L GP
Duran, Ed & Margaret 387
Dykeman, George 368
Economos, George & Kassie 369
Edwards, E. J. & Leola 36T
Edwards, Eric 367
Edwards, William R. & Joan 367
Endres, Mrs. Frank (Mikey) 368
Feeney, Eugene & MaryAnn 368
Ferrar, John & Jane 423
Fox, Kenneth & Minnie 369
Franklin, Ralph & Daphne Birit
Fredrick, Vincent & Jane 369
Frost, Jack & Wilma 368
Gardner, Hardie & Grace 423
‘ s, dohnad - 368
e T 367
Gerlach, Jim & Marian 368
Goldman, Lowell 368
Gomez, Sidney & Hazel 368
Goodwill, Forest & Hazel 369
Gray, Duane 369
Griffith, William B. 368
Grines, Jamas & Dea 368
Hamilton, Virgil & Evelyn 367
Hamitton, Jack 360
Hammer, Joseph 367
Hansen, Leif H. & Anne 369
Harkin, Terry & Marnie 363
Hathaway, Joseph & Pat 423
Hatton, Arthur & Cynthia 423
Hey, wrman E 367
Hickey, John & Batty 360
Holbert, R. Kyle & Levonia 368
Holland, Richard R. & Sybil 367
Hoolko, Nicholas & Gypsy 367
Horkulic, John 423
Houghton, Russell G. 368
Houlihan, William F & Ruth 367
Houser, Robert & Doris 368
Hudson, Frederick & Samantha 369
Huistra, John & Phyllis 423
.Ja.gnmf Lawrence 369
n-EsHan'y & Ruth 367
Lee & Doris 423
.Jennmgs. Graford & Margaret 368
Jehnson, William F 369
Jones, John Z & Arlena 369
Jones, W. D. & Gene 368
Justice, James & Ruby 369
Kellogg, George & Marie 367
Kessler, Lee ;ga 368
Kester, Alton & L 369
Kinzel, Kenneth & wi’r& 423
Knowlton, Jerry & Nelda 369
Knudson, Mrs Roy (Lomaine) 368
Kolger, Bill & Halen 369
Krajcik, Gus & Dorothy 368
Kreameimeyer, Robert & Sally 423
Kupferman, Saul & Dorothy 423
Kuykendall, Reed & Ann 357
Langley; Cap & S 360
Langley, Cap r
Larson, Vernon & lerga 423
Lavery, Robert & Kitty 387
Leroy, Mrs Jacob {Juﬂ.n} & Carol
rman 423
Lightbown, Harold & Arlena 369
Long, Robert & Louise Brule 368
Lyles, Joe & Anne 369
Jm:h Wiliam & Jean Marie 423
anning, Kathryn Kisamora 3gTW
Mapes, George & Foncyne 367
Mathews, Joseph & Batly 369
McCaleb, H Kanneth & Margarat 367
MeGuire, Arthur & Dorothy 423
Mciay, Mack 423
McKillop, Bill & Marge 389
McMahan, Albert 368
Meaux, Allan & Genevieve 369
Mills, Clyde & Jennie 423
Morere, H John & Patricia 369
Moriarty, Emesl 368
Moss, Willlam T 368
Mullen, Fritz 367

Mullins, Charles L 369

Quick Glances At
4 Books

My War, by Andy Rooney. NY, Times
Books, 1995, 318 pp. $25.

An interesting “read” for 306th people,
as much of his air combat story centers
around our group, with numerous people
mentioned.

Courage and Air Warfare, by Mark K.
Wells. London, Frank Cass, 1995. 240 pp.

Done basically as a doctoral thesis for
the University of London, Dr. Wells is a
USAF Academy graduate and on the fac-
ulty there now. There is some problem
with facts concerning the Eighth. It is sub-
titled "The Allied Aircrew Experience in
the Second World War" A couple of
quotes are taken from the 306th experi-
ence.

Claims to Fame, The B-17 Flying
Fortress, by Steve Birdsall and Roger A.
Freeman. London, Arms and Armour
Press, 1994. 224pp. $24.95.

{Continued an Page 3)

1995 Reunion Part ts (con't
icipants (con't)

Mutz, William & Athena 367
Mynatt, Joseph & Joyce Ogden 368
Mattier, Clayton & Jean 360
Meilson, William & Eilean 357
Morman, Alfred & Joanette 369
Morris, Kenneth & Maga 423
Morton, Irving & Virginia 368
Nuessen, Car & Venela 369
O'Hara, Richard & T 367
Ormond, Waverly C. 368
Quicalt, Norman & Elizabeth 423
Parrish, Jullus & Judy 3685
Patton, Willie & Julia 367
Packham, W. T. & Georgia 368
Persac, Leon & Bernardine 423
Pelers, Lucien & Marie 360
Peterson, Edward & Mary 369
Patralli, Patar & Martha 367
Phelan, Hugh & Evelyn 367 -
Poray, Maynard & Onny GP
Putt, Carroll & Helen 367
Rader, Bill & Stephanie 368
Rasmussen, Clifford & Ruth 368
Rector, Fred 367
Reens, Roberl & Vivian 359
Reioux, Barry 4235
Reioux, Michele 423D
Reioux, Paul & Aileen 423
Ridge, Clayton 423
Riva, H & Lucille 367
Roberts, G. & Norma 367
R L e
oul
Roeder, Gitbart 368
Romanin, Aldo & Peggy 369
Ronczy, Ed & Jo 367
Rose, & Ann Maria 369
Ross, Dnna.id ] 368
Ftos:a Shirly & Beity 367
r & Kathryn 369
Fluamhmﬂ Phil a7
Sanway, Jack 368
Sandini, Edward & Karen 369
Santoro, Tony & Margaret 369
Savino, Joseph sy
Sawicka, Nicholas & Palricia 423
Schieb, Ray K. & Ruth 369
Schimmel, Vern & Theima 423
Schneider, Richard G, & Jean 367
Scott, Millard C. 423
Seelos, Robert W 368
Senasar, Real & Theresa 368G
Sensenbrenner, Raymond & Midge 3BT
Sheorn, Colvin & Betty 423
Shuiler, Thurman GP
Smith, Bartletl 367
Smith, Lyle & Sarmah 369
Smoot, James & Rosemary 423
Snook, Donald & Katherine 369
Sobie, Edward & Helen 367
Solano, Patrick & Marie 3569
Starks, Cecill & Esther 367
Starr, Orvil & Irma 449
Starzynski, Robert & Louisa By
Stellish, e & Ann 368
Stephens, George A. & Elizabeth 369
Stewart, Forrest J. & Ann 423
Strong, Russell A. & Juna 367
Sutton, Kenneth & Mildred 423
Swanson, Everatt & Mori -
Switzer, Alfred & Bertha 369
Talley, James & Jean 423
Tanno, Norman 423
Thach, John O 369
Thompson, Loren 369
Thompson, Edwin F 369
Thompson, Fay 3698
Threlkeld, Joa R & Josaph 3598
Trask, Roy E. & Dannie 369
Treasa, H Willlam 423
Trimmar, Henry & Gloria 368
Trabaugh, Armold 368
Trylof, Warren 368
Tzipowitz, Hamry & Jean 359
Valantl, J r & Elaine 423
Valentine, Colin & Adrienna 358
Vandiver, Bud & Lou 368
Vangalis, Andrew & Helen 368
Vaughn, Robert & Ellen Griffith 449
Vickers, Robert & Helen 367
Wacjs, Fred 367
Waidrop, Robert & Helen 357
Walter, Raymond & M i 367
White, J Roberi & w 368
Williams, Willie & Mazel 368
Williams, Ralph & Vioket 358
Wilson, Clay & Rachel Butner 423
Wilson, John D 423
Wilson, Wymond & Arleda 369
Woodt Jack & Patricia 369
Wmdrul’f Elwood & Lorraine 269

& Reggis 369
‘lhung mn & Kay 367





















