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Gunner Sketches Aerial Duel He Won

Dramatic Drawings
Come Out of
Combat

By Bud Hutton, Stars & Stripes

A US. BOMBER STATION, ENG-
LAND, DEC. 14 — A former newspaper
artist who shot down a Focke Wulf 190
his first time behind a gun at high
altitudes has drawn two of the most
dramatic sketches of combat World War
Il has produced.

He is Sgt. Donald Bevan, in civilian
life an artist for the New York Daily News;

in the Army a volunteer substitute waist
gunner in a Flying Fortress.

Bevan went to Rouen the other day
and got mixed up in a ding-dong battle
with Jerry

When he came back to this station
Bevan started to tell the intelligence
officer the necessary dope and, as a
matter of course, got out an old pencil,
found a couple of pieces of scrap
notebook paper and drew two dramatic
action sketches.

First High Flight

The day before the attack on Rouen
Sgt. Bevan practiced with a machine-
gun and hit his target, but he'd never
been in high altitude requiring an oxygen
mask. He hadn't even been picked to
go on the raid. But the waistgunner was
ill, so Bevan reported in his place.

Over Rouen the group of heavy
bombers got into one of the fiercest fights
they've experienced in this war, destroy-
ing 19 enemy fighters, losing two
bombers and four escorting fighters. The
Germans attacked with Me109s,
FW190s and some JuBBs, with the
Focke Wulfs in preponderance.

Sgt. Bevan, the "new shooter,” soon
caught an FW 190 in his sights. He tried
a burst at long range, but his gun
jammed. He primed it once, then again
— with the FW boring in. Finally, the
gun fired. Bevan had kept the German

steadily in his sights and at close range
he gave the FW a prolonged burst,

The enemy aircraft blew up, but not
before it had plumped a .20 mm shell
into the waist of the Fortress, just behind
Bevan.

"That one,” said the artist on his
return, “had my name on it, all right, but
it wasa't my day!"

His picture shows the fight just as the
impression remained in his mind when
he got back to his familiar old pencil and
paper. You see one FW ahead, caught
in cross-fire of two Foriresses. You see
the Hun getting a smashing hit in the
waist of Bevan's ship.

FW Blew Up

And — a sight Bevan probably will
remember clearly when he's 80 — you
see the FW180 boring in to kill and later,
as Bevan finally got his gun to working,
blowing up for the end of that little
engagement.

According to the official release
covering the Rouen raid, three bombers
in the group were credited with destroy-
ing 12 of the 19 enemy planes shot
down. Losses were two bombers and
four fighters, but the pilot of one of the
Allied fighters is safe. According to the
Eighth Air Force, the American bomber
crews were warm in their praise of the
Allied fighter protection provided them.
Enemy aircraft were encountered from

The artist who drew these sketches was
operating a waist gun in a B17 during the big
raid on Rouen which turned into one of the

He is Sgi. Don

fiercest air fights of the war.
Bevan, former New York newspaper artist. In

attacked by an Me190, firing from above.
Another Fort also is shown firing. Bevan's gun
jammed, but he got his Nazi. At left, he shows
the Me190's shell striking just behind him. He
was unuhurl. Below Bevan's ship another
German fighter, caught in cross-fire goes
down in flames. it was the American ser-
geant’s first flight, and his first time behind
a gun at high altitude. He drew the sketch for
officers just after landing safely in England.

the time the bombardment formation
approached the French coast until their
return midway of the Channel.

Fort Got Four Foes

One of the heavy bombers credited
with four enemy aircraft destroyed was
piloted by 1st Lt. Robert Riordan. Three
FWs and one of the Ju88s fell to
Riordan's guns Saturday, the second
time he has downed four Huns in one
fight.

Turn to page 2)

1992 Tour
To England
Progressing

"We are continuing to hone the tour
package for our 50th anniversary
celebration in England,” says Donald R.
Ross, Association vice president and
chairman of the 1992 committee.

Working with Russell Strong and
George Roberts, efforts are being made
to develop a comprehensive, yet man-
ageable ground experience in England;
one that will not be too taxing for anyone
participating, yet will cover the places
and events that people are interested
in experiencing.

Since the 1890 reunion at San An-
tonio, the ground travel phase has
undergone considerable discussion and

{Turn to page 2

Pittsburgh
Prepares to
Welcome Us

Jim Macry has been busy scurrying
up and down the three rivers of Pitts-
burgh, traveling the highways and
burning up the phone lines making
preparations for the 306th visit to the
one-time steel capital of the nation.

He has found a most cooperative
hostelry at the Holiday Inn close to the
Greater Pittsburgh International Airport
for us to gather in, beginning Thursday,
Sept. 19, and closing with a rousing
banquet Saturday, Sept. 21.

Headliners for the program include Andy
Rooney, now of CBS fame as the humorous
commentator winding up Sunday evening's
“60 Minutes” show. But many regard Andy
as a bonafide member of the 306th, for it was
with us that he flew his only YW combal
mission, and it was at Thurleigh that he spent
days and months covering the antics and
anxieties of 306th personnel.

He rode with Wild Bill Casey 26 Feb
43 on a mission to Bremen, and returned
with greater knowledge of the foes faced
by the fliers — fighters, flak, freezing
temperatures, etc. — to match the
dedication he had found among the
ground crews and others who made the
“American town” of Thurleigh function
as it did.

Because of his weekend commit-
ments, Rooney will be with us on
Thursday, and will speak at the Fish and
Chips luncheon planned that day in the
hangar of the 171st Air Refueling Wing,
Pennsylvania ANG, at the nearby
Pittsburgh airport.

Brig. Gen. Robert G. Chrisjohn, com-
mander of this unit, will be our host at
the ANG facility, and he has a special
mission on this date because he was
brought up in a 306th home headed by
his father, retired B/Gen Robert J.
Chrisjohn, who flew his first combat
mission as the co-pilot for Chris Chris-
tianson, currently president of the 306th
Association.

Another headliner for Pittsburgh will be
another one-time 368th pilot, Robert R. Denny,
who will speak at the Saturday banguet,
coming back to the 306th after a career in
the media, as a TV producer and writer, and
more recently the author of a new WWIl flying
novel, Aces, which is to be followed by another
WWil flying novel with a different twist.

In among all of this, there will be an
evening at Stalion Square, the near-
downtown center for interesting shop-
ping and fine dining. From this area one
can also take the inclined railway to the
top of Mt. Washington for an excellent
view of downtown Pittsburgh at night and
an area that abounds with restaurants.

(Turn to page 2)
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Bevan iompeen

“| thought they had us once,” said Lt
Riordan, describing how his top turret
gunner, S/Sgt Raleigh W. Holloway had
fired point blank into an onrushing Focke
Wulf. "He burst into flames, but kept
coming out of control. Finally he went
on over the top of our nose, so close
we could see the torn edges of his wings
and the shot-up fins dangling in smoke.”

From the fighter attack report for the
mission of 12 Dec 42: "Our A/C #124460
(Capt. McKay, 423rd Sqdn) destroyed
one FW190. Our aircraft was attacked
near Beauvais at 1320 hrs, height
21,000 ft, from 3 o'clock and from above.
It was first hit at 600 yds. E/A was seen
to descend in flames so intense that the
pilot could not extinguish them. This
aircraft is claimed by Sgt Donald Bevan,
right waist gunner. Corroborated by S/
Sgt Raymond Henn, left waist gunner.
Itis believed that no other U.S. crew fired
at this aircraft. One other E/A attacked
at about the same time."

Two other members of McKay's crew
also made claims that day, Lt Eugene
J. Pollock, navigator, shot down an
Me109, and S/Sgt Raymond Henn, left
waist gunner, claimed an FW190.

MACK McKAY'S crew for 12 Dec 42 raid:
Capt Mack McKay, pilot
2nd Lt Lawis P. Johnson, Jr., copilot
1st Lt Eugene J. Pollock, navigator
2nd Lt Stanley M. Kissaberth, bombardiar
Ti/Sgt Jacob Kim, radio
T/Sgt Harry Alleman, engineear
5/ 5gt Jamas Hobbs, ball
Sgt Donald Bevan, right waist
5/5gt Raymond Henn, left waist
5/5gt Roy Gibson, tail

VFW Honors
369th Casualty

1st Lt Robert D. Stewart was killed in
action when his plane disappeared into
the North Sea en route home from a
mission 1o Kassel, 1 Jan 45. Having
come to the 306th 1 Jul 44, this mission
was probably very close to the end of
his tour. In 1957 the South Milwaukee,
Wi, post of the VFW renamed Post 3742
to honor Stewart and Pvt Lawrence
Turczyn. a Korean War casualty. It is
now the Stewart-Turcyzn Post, and in
early 1991, Stewart's 93-year-old moth-
er was still an active member of the post.
Fobert Stewart was one of six brothers
to serve in WWIL

The 306th Bombardment Group
Historical Association: M.E. Christian-
son, president; Donald R. Ross, vice
president; Russell A. Strong, secre-
tary; C. Dale Briscoe, treasurer.
Directors are: Rex C. Barber, Charles
F.[Casey) Jones, George G. Roberts
and Leo H. Van Deurzen; Robert P.
Hiordan, immediate past president,
James F. Macry, 1991 reunion chair-
man.
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to all known addresses of 306th
personnel, 1942-45, Contributions in
support of this effort may be remitted
to the treasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR: Russell A.
Strong, 5323 Cheval Pl., Charlotte,
NC 28205. Phone 704/568-0153.

TREASURER: C. Dale Briscoe,
7829 Timbertop Drive, Boerne, TX
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The 306th Bomb Group Historical
Association is a Federally tax-exempt
organization and as a veteran's group
is classified as 501 (c)(19).
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Another six-man c

rew present at the San Antonio reunion, Included back row, left to right:

C. Kennath Starks, pilot; Raymond Sensenbrenner, navigator; and Eric Edwards, engineer; front
row: Joseph Savino, radio operator; Peter Petrelli, ball turret, and Richard Holland, waist gunner.

Bevan Tells About His Career
As Armorer-Artist-Gunner

Donald Bevan is @ notable member of the
306th and 423rd squadron. He went 1o
England as an armorer, gained initial attention
because of his artistic talents, demonstrated
some abilities as a gunner, and flew his first
combat mission 12 December 42. His last
mission was 17 Apr 43 to Bremen, and from
then on he was a POW. This was what gave
him the background that enabled him to co-
author the Broadway hit, "'Stalag 17," which
later became “Hogan's Heroes' on TV, He has
been a screen writer for many years, living
in Studio City, CA. This series of vigneties
includes a story which appeared in Stars and
Stripes, a portion of a letter to the editor of
Echoes, and other bits of information from the
Mission Report files.

"How the artistic duty came about: |
was ground crew, an armorer, until
somebody went through the records
looking for an artist to do nose-art on
the bombers. When it was learned my
talent was more suitable to bare faces
| got assigned to decorating the drab
combat hut with sketches of the crews.
Maj JW. Wilson gave up his little office
there as a studio for the "sittings.” Above
and beyond that gesture, he excused
me from all military duties — allowing
me to be my own free artistic spirit,
answerable only to him!

“Prelude to combat: Wilson took me
along on a squadron gunnery mission
— in the manner of mascot — and
watched from over my shoulder the
tracer particles spray-out, upon pene-
tration. The “hit” accounted for one of
only three holes in the big sack — what
does that say for the gunnery of our
time? And that against a lumbering
target big as a box car.

“Artist in residence: Awakened by
operations officer, Robert C. Williams,
rousing flying crews for raid. One mem-
ber of McKay's crew was emotionally
unfit for battle — he wanted out, and
| (untrained) was permitted to take his
place on strength of tow-target score a
few days before.

“The Stars and Stripes report is a nice
human interest account of my baptism
under fire, but the show played much,
much better than that: the dramatic last-
minute change into ailing gunner’s flying
clothes right there on the parking pad,
with that deafening deathly roar of every
bomber on the base preparing for take-
off.

"And the shot: a great, controlled,
shot; the best in the book! Three o'clock
high, ninety degree deflection and bullet
drop — that's shooting broadside at a
head on attack. How'd | do that — by
overshooting and drawing back, hoping
to make contact along the way. Allowing

for the looping trajectory, | sighted high
to the left of the target and dragged down
across the fighter's nose in a forty-five
degree angle to lower right, "closing the
ring.” It worked; it blew up! But | didn't
know that, it disappeared, | didn’t know
what happened to it until tail gunner, Roy
Gibson — the injured tail gunner who
made Snuffy Smith stay with the ship
and work for his Congressional Medal
— said, "You got it! You blew him up!"

"In prison camp, a 92nd BG barracks-
buddy became aware that | was the artist
who bagged the fighter in that Stars and
Stripes story. "You son-of-a-bitch,” he
says, we really took flak from our CO
(Col James Sutton) over that one! What's
the matter with you airmen, he yells —
hang your heads — an ‘artist’ of all
people shoots down a plane!” —

“That CO tells me his group wasn't
shooting any better than ours, or any
of the others. The moral of the story is
aerial gunnery was a high art form —
lost in gunnery schools.”

Plttsburgh (from page 1)

On Friday morning we will bus down
to the Ohio River to board the "Gateway
Clipper” for a leisurely progress down
river and lunch aboard, to stop at
Ambridge for a visit at Old Economy
Village, a restored 19th century pioneer
community.

There will also be an opportunity for
a golf tournament with an assist from
the Air Guard people Friday afternoon,
as well as an opportunity for a limited
number to fly on an ANG tanker to
witness air refueling with fighter aircraft.

Seafood Buffet

Friday evening we will all be at the
hotel for a seafood buffet, which will
feature a one-pound lobster for each
person.

Saturday morning the ladies can pick
up a continental breakfast in the hotel,
with buses leaving at 9 am. for the
Station Square complex. At noon they
will be able to either return to the hotel
or go to the Ross Park mall for shopping.

The annual business meeting of the
Association is scheduled for 10 am. in
the hotel, with Chris Christianson pre-
siding.

Saturday evening there will be a
cocktail party, followed by the annual
banquet in the hotel ballroom.

Group and hotel registration forms will
be found on the back page of this issue.
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England (rompags 1)

revision, and a near-final delineation of
it will be ready by the July issue of

Echoes,

Presently the planning is that those arriving
by air at one of London's airports, 25 Aug 92,
will be picked up by busas and will travel
directly to Bedford, with a lunch stop likely.
We will try to time our arrival al the Swan
and Moat hotels with the general availabllity
of rooms.

There will be a reception later that day
for the travel group and British friends
in Bediord.

On Wednesday, 26 Aug, we will be
at the base for a Memorial service, and
for lunch and a tour of RAE Bedford,
the experimental base that came into
being following WWII and the departure
of the 306th.

After these events, the Americans will
have a chance to visit Thurleigh village,
Keysoe, and other points of interest in
the area.

Thursday the group will depart, for
Madingly Cemetery, Cambridge, and
with a stop at Duxford to see the WWII
display in general and the Bth AF display
in particular. At this point the group will
split, with part going on lo London and
the remainder returning to Bedford for
another day there.

Groups Rejoin in London

We will merge once again Friday
afternoon in London. Tours will be
planned there for the early arrivals, and
again for those coming later to see the
general layout of the city and some of
the high spots for American tourists.
Tour opportunities will continue through-
out the weekend for those wishing to
see specific places in London and the
surrounding area. Free time will be there
for the experienced and venturesome
travelers who wish to see things on their
own. -And- conducted touwrs will be
available to those who may be first-time
visitors to England and who want to
maximize their sightseeing chances.

This may well include Windsor Castle,
Hampton Court Palace, and Churchill's home
at Chartwell.

For those who wish, opportunities abound
for one-day train trips as far as Oxford or
Stratford to the west, or Canterbury and Dover
to the East.

At the Pittsburgh reunion travel
representatives will be on hand, various
pieces of literature will be available, and
reservations can be made at that time
for the trip. Much detailed information
will be available also in the Oclober
issue of Echoes to give everyone the
data they need in making a decision to
travel, and the various forms and
directions needed to begin this exciting
venture to mark the 50th anniversary of
the 306th Bomb Group's arrival in
England. This occurred during the first
and second weeks of September, 1942,
for both flying and ground personnel,
with combat actually beginning 9 Oct 42
with the Group's first mission, to Lille.

Who’s on First?

That might have been the question
asked of the 368th Squadron as the
planes took off for Lille on 13 Jan 43.

It would appear that officer personnel
were a problem, with an acute shortage
of navigators, in particular.

A review of the crew interrogation
sheets for the mission shows that the
plane flown by Lt Otto Buddenbaum had
four officers aboard, all pilots! Lt Maxwell
Judas was the co-pilot, Lt Theodore
Jankowski was the navigator, and Capt
William Friend is listed as the bombar-
dier.

Lt Robert Seelos and Lt Marlen Reber
were both short of navigators for their
aircraft, with Sgt Leno Off in that position
in the former plane and Sgt Leith
Lemmerhirt in Reber's craft.





















