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German Explains Brend’s Capture

One of our readers is Konrad Rudolph
of Hamburg, West Germany, and he has
an interesting observation on Calvin
Brend's story about his capture by the
Germans, as told in the April issue of
Echoes.

G. Barney Rawlings, one-time 367th pilot, later
a Las Vegas entertainer, and more recently
retired as a major general in the Nevada state
military organization, will again be a major
feature of the Saturday night banguet for the
306th. Bamey will talk and sing, and will
combine his musical talents with those of
Larry Emeigh, who shepherded a dance
ensamble around Thurleigh and surrounding
bases during the 40s.
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The Arkansas Excelsior Hotel towers over the surrounding buildings
in downtown Little Rock, and its facilities extend to the Arkansas River

Brend had commented that he had
observed no one who might have seen
him enter the home of an elderly German
couple, and wondered how they sig-
nalled to someone.

Rudolph writes:
existed the ‘Landwacht’,
Guard.

“The men who were too old to be
soldiers had to do daily patrol in the fields
and woods, observing if there were
chutes or suspect persons.

“When | was about ten years oid |
walked sometimes with our neighbor
when he went on patrol. | wondered
about his rifle, as | never could see how
he could load a cartridge. He told me
that it was a muzzle loader. Thank God
we never found a chule or a suspect
person. We only found a lot of windows.

“When air combat happened, all men,
also Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth] and
police had to do patrol and seek for

"Here in wartime
or County

“| think this was also true in the area
where Calvin Brend and his comrades
came down.

"In the snow, his track led the search
men to the secluded peasants’ home.
From the earth, the chutes were seen
going down. So the old people were
unable to help Calvin Brend. She was
in big danger. It was prohibited to help
enemy flyers, and it would be rigorously
punished."
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‘Stedy Hedy' was a record breaker on her own
as a 369th aircraft, but we wonder It Richard
Buttorff may not have sel some kmd ut a
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Fm piiuu: flaw a 35 mission tour in the same
aircrafi. 'Stedy Hedy' was named for movie
actress Hedy Lamarr, and was under the
constant care of Crew Chie! Everett Daniel,
who is shown above decorating the century
flier. It is also believed to have been the first
B-17G in the Bth to hit 100. ‘Hedy’ arrived with
the group 25 Apr 44, and was transferred to
the 92nd BG 8 May 45. The last count on her
mission total was 118, but that was five
months before the end of the war. Presently
available records indicate that *Stedy Hedy'
flew in excess of 130 missions.

in the foreground. It is in this park area along the river that the Thursday
night “Feast of Arkansas' buffet will be held.

Registry for
Little Rock
Passes 250

Al this writing in late June, more than
250 people have registered for the 1989
reunion of the 306th Bomb Group,
scheduled for 21 Sept through 24 Sept
in Little Rock, AR.

Itis expected that this issue of Echoes
will prompt many men and their spouses
to finalize their plans and to get their
reservations in the mail for the Arkansas
Excelsior Hotel.

“The hotel's cutoff date for the special
block of 306th rooms is 21 August”
Chairman Hugh Phelan reminds unreg-
istered attendees. After that time rooms
will be available if they are not already
booked for people other than 306th
members,

All necessary registration forms can

Echm Amapuf' wnitc :
and the major highways appro-achlng
the city will be found on page 2.

Reservations have been heavy for all
of the planned events, says Phelan, and
he also reminds people that several of
these have limited reservations because
of the capacity for visitors.

The hotel itself is spacious, and
accommodations are excellent through-
out There is ample lobby space for
visitors and, weather permitting, there
will be plenty of benches around the
hotel to take care of those who come
to sit and talk with old friends.

Phelan has also announced the
addition of two tours on Friday under
the aegis of Hospitality Tours of Little
Rock.

A morning tour begins at 9:30 to the
Valley of the Vapors, in the Hot Springs
Mational Park. This will continue until
3:30 p.m. and is $36 per person. The
trip includes lunch at the Arlington Hotel
and refreshmenis on the ride back to
Little Rock. The springs have béen
popular since their discovery in 1541 by
Hernando DeSoto.

The afternoon event is from 1 to 4,
and features a tour of Little Rock's
Quapaw Quarter, which will include
homes of the Federal Period, Steam-
boat Gothic and American Queen Anne
periods. "Villa Marre,” which is featured
in TV's “Designing Women,"” will be
seen, and the tour will conclude with a
private trip through the Governor's
Mansion,

Thursday night will feature the “Feast
Of Arkansas” buffet, served outside the
hotel and on the banks of the nearby
Arkansas River, a delightful setting for
the major opening event of the reunion.

Friday groups will troup off to see
Marisgate Plantation in both the morning
and afternoon; and there will be two one
and one-half hour excursions on the
Arkansas River aboard the sternwheeler,

{Turn to page 2)
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"Spirit.” Advance registration is needed
for both of these events.

Billy Graham's Crusade will also be
in Little Rock at the same time the 306th
is visiting, and it is possible to make bus
reservations through the use of the
advance registration form to be found
on page B,

Deaths

Robert S. Bell, a 369th turret me-
chanic from Wendover through Thur-
leigh, died in 1969 at the VA Hospital,
Elsmere, DE. He was a resident of
Smyrna, DE.

John P. Bloom, a 367th gunner (Wm.
Bisson's crew), died 7 June 89 in
Amherst, OH. He was the 132nd EM to
complete a tour with the 306th, finishing
at the end of 1943, John and his wife,
Marie, were regular attendees at 306th
reunions, including the 1988 gathering
at Las Vegas. He had been ill with
cancer for the past 14 months.

Percy G. Bolinger, 367th gunner and
POW (1B MNov 42 at LaPallice, France,
with Ralph Gaston's crew), died 3 Feb
B4 in Bartlesville, OK,

Charles E. Caine, 365th engineer
{John Roberts' crew) and POW (Saar-
brucken 11 May 44), died 16 Aug 86
in the VA Hospital, Allen Park, Ml. He
was a native of Weston, WV, and after
the war was Michigan sales represen-
tative for the West Virginia Glass Co.

Robert A. Dobson, 367th copilot for
Edward Magner, died 9 Nov 86 in
Medford, OR. He arrived with the group
27 Apr 44 and was MIA and a POW,
12 June 44 on a mission to Lille; France.

William B. Hilton, Jr., 369th pilot from
1 Oct 43 until 20 Apr 44 flying 27
missions, died 7 Mar 89 in Eugene, OR.
He left the 306th as a captain and flight
commander. After the war he was a
realtor,

Charles H. Lux, 368th tail gunner
(Warren Lutz’ crew) died 17 Oct 88 in
Steger, IL. The crew arrived 5 Apr 44
and was shot down 29 Apr 44 on a Berlin
raid. Lux and Alex Lazek were the only
two survivors out of the crew and
became prisoners of war. Lux had
retired as a welder for the Ford Motor
Co
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George J. McClenan, 423rd gunner
and POW, died in Apr 89 in Dallas, TX.
He became a POW on the 17 Apr 43
raid to Bremen, flying with Warren
George.

Charles H. Weaver, Jr,, 369th nav-
igator (Fred Jones' crew), died 23 Jul
83 in Pittsburgh, PA. He arrived at
Thurleigh 29 June 44 and was MIA 16
Jul 44 on a mission to Munich. He
became evadee #2343, the entire crew
having walked into Switzerland from
France. Weaver was back at Thurleigh
10 Oct 44.

William V. Harris, 423 gunner and
POW, is now state commander for
the American Ex-Prisoners of War for
Mississippi. He lives in Greenville.

——Correction ——
In the January obit concerning
Leland P. Deck, he was a 368th pilot,

and not a navigator, as indicated.

The 306th Bombardment Group His-
torical Association: William F. Houl-
ihan, president; Marshall E. Baker, vice
president; Russell A. Strong, secre-
tary; C. Dale Briscoe, treasurer. Direc-
tors are: John R. Grimm, Robert P.
Riordan,Robert J. Starzynski and Leo
VanDeurzen; Reginald L. Robinson,
immediate past president, and Hugh
E. Phelan, 1989 reunion chairman.

306th Echoes is published four times
annually: January, April, July and October,
and is malled free of charge to all known
addresses of 306th personnel, 1942-45.
Contributions in support of this effort may
be remitted to the treasurer.

SECRETARY/EDITOR: Russell A.
Strong, 5323 Cheval Pl., Charlotte,
NC 28205. Phone 704/568-0153.

TREASURER: C. Dale Briscoe,
7829 Timbertop Drive, Boerne, TX
78006. Phone 512/755-2321

The 30th Bomb Group Historical Asso-
ciation is a Federally tax-exempl orga-
nization and as a veleran's group IS
classified as 501 (c19)

Ten Air Medals

Some issues back, the editor com-
mented on the Air Medal and nine oak
leaf clusters accumulated by the late
Richard Claeys during his lour as a
368th pilot. During that period Clagys
flew 71 missions, a 306th record. Now
we have found that Leonard B. Davis-
son, a 368th gunner in late 1944 and
into April 1945, also earned an Air Medal
and nine oak leaf clusters. But we will
bet the farm that he did not fly 71
missions in accumulating that mission
record.

Florida Zip Codes

A number of zip codes in the Central
Florida area have been changed,
effective 1 July. We hope that we have
been able to make the requisite
changes, but if you are a Floridian, take
careful note of the mailing label on this
issue. If there is any correction needed,
please notify the editor.

Over Denmark

Carsten Petersen, a Danish author,
would like to contact men who flew over
Denmark on any of the following mis-
sions: @ Oct 43, and in 1944 4 Jan, 20
Feb, 22 Feb, 24 Feb, 9 Apr, 11 Apr, 29
Apr, 13 May, 24 May, 29 May, 20 June.
He can be reached at Nrre Alle 88 st
th, 8000 Aarhus C, Denmark.

1. — Excelsior Hotel
2. — Markham St. exit to Excelsior

3. — |-30 exit to Markham exit o Excelsior

4 — #6 exit o 1-630 to Center 5t exit to Excelsior
5 — #0 exil o State Hwy. 10 to Excelsior

6 — Burns Park: RV hookups, |-40 exit 5150

7 — From Oklahoma City, 330 miles

8 — From Memphis, 138 miles

9 — FromDallas, 314 miles
10 — From Vicksburg, MS, 218 miles
11 — Airport

Citation of Airplane Crew

The editor doasn't know whether this is a unique item or
not, but it is the only such citation he has seen in a dozen
years of researching the 306th records. If others have such
ftems in their possession, the editor would be very much

intemastad in abtaining eopias:
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17 Dec 1942

CITATION OF AIRPLANE CREW

A citation is awarded to the crew of B-17 airplane #124448, consisting
of the following officers and enlisted men of the Army Air Forces, United
States Army, for gallantry in action against an armed enemy while on a combat
mission over enemy-occupied continental Europe, 23 November 1942:

1st Lt William J. Casey, 0410335, Filot
2nd Lt Oliver E. Tilli, 0661597, Co-Pilot
Znd Lt Walter C. Leeker, 0726000, Navigator
2nd Lt Albert G. Smith, 0726082, Bombardier
5/5gt Joe Bowles, 33091168, Gunner-ball turret
5/Sgt Wilson E. Elliott, 16039362, Engineer-Gunner top turret
5/Sgt Reginald G. Harris, 18061867, gunner waist
S/Sgt Allan F. Meaux, 16046364, gunner waist
Sgt Harold F. Lightbown, 10331176, radio operator gunner
Sgt Parley D. Small, 37190921, gunner-tail

Shortly after completing its bombing run the airplane was attacked by seven
enemy aircraft attacking singly and from various angles. Every man of the
crew, working in perfect coordination with all others, manned his station in
the airplane so conspicuously and successfully that the entire attacking group
of seven enemy airplanes were destroyed with gunfire in twelve minutes of
combal, four crew members were wounded and the airplane was severely
damaged but returned safely to its base.

Displaying the courage, indomitable strength, and spirit inherent in a well-
trained combat team, this crew achieved a most notable victory in the face
of great odds. The courage, skill and teamwork displayed by this airplane
crew is of the highest order and worthy of emulation.

(AG 2105 and AG 220.5).

Official: T.J. Davis
Brigadier General, USA
Adjutant General

By order of the Theater commander:
E.5. HUGHES

Brigadier General, G5C

Acting Chief of Staff

{This copy came from the collection of Harold Lightbown, 365th.}






















