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306th Bombardment Group Association

Registrations Movingfor Colorado Springs Reunion

Gen. Clark
Speaker at
Banquet

Lt/Gen Albert P. Clark will be the
Saturday evening banquet speaker,
and brings a unique Eighth Air
Force experience to us—although
we must hurry to add that some
306th men experienced the same
thing.

Gen. Clark flew his first—and
last—mission as an 8th fighter
pilot of 26 July 1942, and for the re-
mainder of the war lived in Stalag
Luft I1l. This, too, happened to the
367's "First Pigeon," Al LaChasse,
who started and ended on 9 Oc-
tober 42, date of the 306th's first
combat mission. He, too, was in
Stalag Il

At the time Gen. Clark was ex-
ecutive officer of the 31st fighter
group, a position he held for a
month and a day. The 31st checked
into the 8th in late June of 1942,

A 1936 graduate of the U.S.
Military Academy, Gen. Clark went
on to a distinguished career in the
postwar Air Force, serving
ultimately as commanding general
of the Air University, 1 August 68 to
31 July 70 and superintendent of
the U. S. Air Force Academy, 1
August 70 until 31 July 74, when he
retired from active duty.

The onetime POW now lives at
Monument, CO.

Casey Jones
Project Now
Researched

After VE-Day, and when things
settled down a bit, the 306th ac-
quired a lot of new aircraft and a
new assignment—Casey Jones.

This was a project which in-
volved a great deal of straight and
level fiying while the cameras
recorded much of Europe and
Morth Africa—and the 306th mov-
ed around to France, Morocco and

The rugged beauty of the Colorade landscapae.

REUNION CALENDAR

Thursday, 5 September

1300 Registration opens in the Clarion Hotel lobby
Afternoon free. Group hospitality room will be open.

1700 Optional Event: Buses depart for Flying W Ranch

2030 Hospitality room open for informal evening. Cash bar.

Friday, 6 September

0930 Buses depart for USAF Academy (transportation, no charge)
1030 306th Memorial Plague dedication at AFA cemetery

1130 Social hour at AFA Officers’ club. Cash bar.

1230 Luncheon at Officers’ club (no charge)

1415 AFA briefing at Arnold Hall, tour of chapel and field house.

Tour of Academy grounds.

1700 Buses return to Clarion Hotel

Evening free.
Saturday, 7 September

0900 Board of directors’ meeting
0945 General business meeting

0945 Ladies’ Program

1100 Optional event: Buses leave for Pike's Peak
Other possible tours are Colorado Springs area, Cripple Creek,
Royal Gorge. Tour operator available in Clarion lobby.

1800 Squadron pictures
1830 Cocktail hour. Cash bar.
1930 Banquet

Germany, eventually closing out of
Thurleigh.

Mot much has been recorded
about Casey Jones, and the official
records are bereft of many of the
details that make such events live
once again.

Robert J. Boyd, chief of the
history division of Strategic Air
Command, is interested in Casey
Jones and needs your help, if you
were involved. If you have data, or

recollections, or pictures, he'd like
to hear from you.

Write him at the Office of the
Historian, Strategic Air Command,
Offutt AFB, MNE 68113. His
telephone number is 402/294-2601.

Boyd spend some time inter-
viewing 306th people at our Omaha
reunion, and informs the editor
that he will be visiting with us
again at the Colorado Spring re-
union.

Sept. 5, 6,7
Dates for
- 3rd Reunion

Registrations are beginning to
flow into Colorado Springs for the
1985 reunion of the 306th Bomb
Group, says Monty Montoya, chair-
man of the reunion committee.

“We are pleased with the
numbers thus far, with 176 persons
already registered at the deadline
for this issue of Echoes,” he
states. “We fully expect that the
July Echoes will really bring out
306th members, and we hope to
see many new faces and name taga
this year."

In addition to the reunion ac-
tivities, Montoya and his commit-
tee have planned for some optional
events, such as an evening
cookout at the Flying W ranch on
Thursday and a trip up Pike's Peak
on Saturday.

The executive committee of the
association has emphasized that
reunions are for just that, and in
the future it is expected that out-
side activities will be held to a
minimum, leaving lots of time for
informal gathering of onetime
comrades. "Reflying old missions,
whether to targets in France or
Germany; to the pubs near
Thurleigh or in Bedford; or even
down the road to Luton and Lon-
don, are what it's all about,” says
Col. John L. Ryan, president of the
association.

The major highlight of the reu-
nion will be a trip out to the nearby
Air Force Academy, where a 306th
plaque will be placed on an extend-
ed memorial wall and unveiled in
the presence of all those who at-
tend. Included in this will be lunch
at the Officers’ club and a tour of
the magnificent facility there. The
editor would remind all of those
who have not visited the Academy
to be sure not to miss this event!

As to transportation, Montoya
has made arrangements with Con-

Turn to page 2
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tinental Airlines to offer some rate
advantage to 306th members, and
details are included elsewhere in
this issue of Echoes. The Clarion
Hotel will furnish “wheels" from
the airport to the inn, and if a bus is
not in evidence when you arrive,
call 576-5900.

The Thursday evening optional
event will be a trip to the Flying W
ranch, a working spread, where
there will be a chuckwagon supper
and a Western show. Enroute the
bus will tour through Broadmoor,
the western section of Colorado
Springs, and the Garden of the
Gods.

Friday's Air Force Academy
event has both transportation and
lunch fees as a part of the total
registration fee. It will be
necessary for everyone to take the
buses provided in order to witness
the events, as individual private
cars cannot be accommodated on
the Academy grounds. Friday even-
ing is left open for dinner on your
own and visiting.

The Association's board of
directors will hold its annual
meeting at 9 Saturday, followed at
9:45 by the general business
meeting. This will include election
of officers.

At the same hour there will be a
special program for ladies, which
will feature Gladys Bueller's
humorous anecdotes regarding
Colorado’s colorful characters of
the *0Old West."

Buses will depart the Clarion at
11 a.m. for the trip to Pike's Peak,
one of the breathtaking views of
the Western landscape.

At 6 Saturday the annual
squadron photographs will be
taken, after which a cocktail party
is planned. The annual Group ban-
quet is set for 7:30, with Lt/Gen A.
P. Clark as the featured speaker.
Dancing will follow dinner to the
music of Bill Freeman's orchestra.

Many will be on the road Sunday
morning, headed all over the
United States, and with many
already committed to appearing at
the 1986 reunion in Dayton.

-

—

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Assoclation: John Ryan, president; Robert
Starzynski, Vice President; Russell A.
Strong, secretary; and William M. Colling,
Jr., treasurer, Directors: Robert Crane,
William Houlihan and Gerald Rotter.

306th ECHOES is published four times an-
nually: January, April, July and October, and
is malled free of charga to all known ad-
dresses of 306th personnel, 1942-45. Con-
tributions in support of this effort may be
remitted to the treasurar.
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Gen. Delmar Spivey at the 306th Bomb Group
Restaurant opening in 1981.

Spivey’s Book
Affords View
Of Stalag Ili

“POW Odyssey,”” by Maj. Gen. Delmar T.
Spivey, 1984. 182 pp. Published by Mrs.
Spivey, and available from her for %7, in-
cluding mailing costs: #8103 Randolph Farms,
13300 Indian Rocks Rd., Largo, FL 33544,

This is a gem of a book, written
from the viewpoint of one of the
compound commanders at Stalag
Luft Ill, Sagan.

It explains much of the
philosophy behind the American
direction of activities within the
camp, and the need to exact
military discipline among the
American troops there. It also
deals with the matter of the com-
mand personnel working with the
Germans to try to improve condi-
tions for the prisoners and to
alleviate the myriad problems
which lay just below the surface.

Col. Spivey was a West Pointer
and was flying his second mission
as an observer of aerial gunnery.
He became one of a number of
high ranking officers in the prison
camp and commanded center com-
pound.

Col. Spivey worked closely with
Gen. Arthur Vanaman, another fly-
ing observer who spent much of
the war in Stalag Ill. Vanaman was
a former air attache in Berlin,
spoke fluent German and had a
“name" that commanded great
respect among many German Luft-
waffe leaders.

If there is a shortcoming it is
that the POW experience is seen
here through the eyes of a com-
mander, and thus cannot deal in-
timately with the fate of the of-
ficers who were a large part of the
population of lll, nor of the enlisted
men in lll or in many other camps
scattered throughout Germany.

But Spivey makes no attemot to
cover the entire experience. His
writing style is excellent and this
book is a major addition to the
literature on prison camp life.

The editor commends it highly
to anyone who served with Col.
Spivey, or who was in another POW
camp. While it may not be “your"

Each issue is prepared and printed at
Kalamazoo, M. Editorial contributions are
welcome and should be addressed to the
editor. Changes in addresses and othar mat-
tars concerning circulation of the 306th
ECHOES should be sent to Poland, OH.

A Growing List

Clements A. Amundson (& Ginny)
367th

Marshall E. Baker (& Muriel) 368th

Sheldon Beigel (& Gloria) 369th

Ralph E. Bordner (& Nell) 368th

Wallace Boring (& Betty) 368th

Ted Boswell, Jr. (& Gloria) 368th

William H. Breslin (& Dot) 368th

C. Dale Briscoe (& Beti) 369th

Elwood N. Brotzman (& Mabel)
368th

Joseph W. Broussard (& Ada,
Estelle & Wayne) 367th

Winston W. Burroughs (& Rose)
367th

William R. Carlile Gp. Hgs.

William P. Cavaness (& Dorothy)
368th

M. E. Christianson (& E.M.) 368th

Walter Coons (& Beth) 367th

Del Corderman (& Peg) 368th

Robert E. Crane 368th

Arthur H. Crapsey (& Jean) 367th

Chas. J. Crunican (& Ann) 367th

Robert L. Dodge (& Hilda) 368th

James E. Edeler (& Verna) 369th

William H. Feeser (& Polly) 367th

Wm. L. Ferguson (& Catherine)
369th

William W. Flanagan (& Helen)
369th

James Furay (& Lucy) 369th

William E. Futchik 367th

Joe P. Gabrish 368th

Clay Ganes (& Thelma) 367th

Forest W. Goodwill (& Hazel)
369th

Walter Guy (% Eileen) 367th

Edward J. Hennessy, Jr. 369th

Robert B. Herman (& Janice)
367th

Richard A. Hill 423rd .

William Hogan (& Elayne) 369th

Russell G. Houghton 368th

William F. Houlihan (& Ruth)
367th

Morry Hursthouse (& Elsa) 367th

Howard E. Hutchinson (& Elaine)
423rd

G. R. Kieth Jackson (& Karen Beth)
367th

George W. Johnson 423rd

Morman L. Johnson 367th

Owen W. Johnson (& Jean) 367th

Casey Jones (& Louise) 368th/GP

H. Rex Jones (& Doris) 423rd/GP

John R. Kalb (& Clem) 367th

Roy Kelley (& Dorothy) 423rd

John C. Krische 369th

John L. Lambert (& Fran) 423rd

Phillip D. Lanyon (& Robbie) 423rd

James B. Lenaghan (& Mrs.) 367th

Jack R. Lewls (& Mary) 369th

Donald C. MacDonald (& June)
367th

Arthur W. Mack (& Tess) 367th

Edward P. Maliszewski 369th

Robert L. Maxwell (& Grace &

. Steven) 367th

Talmadge C. McDonough (&
Yvonne) 367th

Curtis Melton (& Marian) 368th

Eduarde "Monty" Montoya (&
Klara) 368th

Paul E. Morgan 369th

Jack Murphy 423rd

A.J. Nahabedian 423rd

view of what happened, it Is
another view of this experience
and fills a large void in the existing
literature.

Attending

Alfred J. Norman (& Jeanette)
369th

Eddie A. Perin 369th

William F. Perry (& Dottie)
423rd/GP

Malcolm A. Phillips (& Vera) 368th

Frank B. Potter, Jr. (& Terry) 369th

Arthur H. Resser (& Evie) 423rd

Reginald L. Robinson (& Verna)
368th

Gerald D. Rotter (& Lois) 369th

John L. Ryan (& Janice) 367th

Jack M. Schmidt (& Gail) 367th

Frank Serafin (& Florence) 423rd

Earl P. Shapland (& Harriett)
423rd

Donald F. Sheridan (& Faye) 367th

Robert G. Schultz 367th

J. P. Shutz 423rd

Robert A. Siavage 367th

P. D. Small (& Virginia) 367th

Edgar R. Smith (& Irene) 369th

Forrest J. Stewart 423rd

Russell A. Strong (& June) 368th

Henry W. Terry (& Hazel) 367th
369th/GP

Reginald H. Thayer, Jr. 368th

Leslie W. Turner (& Muriel) 367th

Andy Vangalis (& Helen) 368th

Alfred C. Villagran 369th

Adolph L. Visconti (& Freida) 367th

Richard Wallace (& Marjorie) 367th

Robert C. Williams (& Betty)
423rd/GP 367th

James W. Wirth (& Margaret) 369th

Darwin Wissenback 367th

Erwin Wissenback 367th

Robert H. Wood (& Carol 369th

Jane W. Odle—widow of “Pappy"
Odle 368th

Catherine Z. Brennan (& daughter
Nena)

Airline Sets
Rules for Use

Continental Airlines has been
designated the official airline for
the 1985 306th BG. Reunion, and
will provide the following:

*$5.00 discount on any one way
coach fare up to $39.00, $10.00 on
any one way coach fare $99.00-
£199.00 and $15.00 on any one way
coach fare $200.00 and up.

*Toll free telephone reservation
service.

U.S. WATTS 1-800-445-0632

TEXAS WATTS

1-800-392-5179
HOUSTON LOCAL
713-630-6684 or 630-6625

To obtain the above discounts,
when calling or writing for reserva-
tions identifyy yourself as a 306th
BG. attendee and cite Master File
Number Z00048. It is recommended
that reservations be made by call-
ing toll free number utilizing Credit
Card, or writing Continental
Airlines at P.O. Box 4607, Houston,
TEXAS 77210,

Gil VanderMarlier, 3629th pilot,
was pictured and interviewed for a
40th reunion of VE-Day feature in
Detroit magazine, published week-
ly by the Detroit Free Press.



What is a Reunion? ‘Our Spéciél
Relationship’, Says One Man

The following tells something of what reunions are all
sbout, Unfortunately, it did not come from a 306th man, but
was spoken by Paul Shuford, now & Richmond, VA, ai-
torney, at a reunion last year of the 505th Bomb Wing, and
is reprinted here with his permission. It was brought to the
attention of the Echoes editor by M/Gen Delmar Wilson,
and we pass il along In particular to those who have not yet
“made’’ a 306th reunion.

Once again, we have had a great three days
... renewing and enjoying old friendships...
and making new friendships with some of
those we did not get to know earlier. We have
relived, and usually embellished, all our
favorite memories . . . the funny things.. . . the
stupid things .. . the lucky things. All in all, it
has been another terrific reunion.

But it seems to me that there are ties . . .
some special memories . . . that bind us
together much more deeply and significantly
than the easy camaraderie and funny stories
which we have so enjoyed. We don't talk
about those ties, but we feel them ... and we
recall them, albeit silently, whenever we get
together. Others may view things somewhat
differently, but for me these ties fall roughly
into three categories.

The first and most obvious aspect of our
special relationship lies in the fact that the
experience we shared caught most of us on
the very threshold of life. Again, | would not
presume to speak for anyone else, but in my
case, that experience took a green, scared

kid and made him into something ap-
proaching a man. For a long time, | was rather
embarrassed by the fact that | never got over
being scared. Maybe some of you felt the
same. In retrospect, however, | feel that very
fact that we managed to carry on despite be-
ing scared had a marked influence on how
we have faced life since then. There is no
doubt in my mind but that this ability to carry
on was engendered by the very special emo-
tional support of all the guys around me . . .
many of whom, at least, were fully as
frightened as |. All | was aware of then was
that | was able to function satisfactorily; but
with the broader philosophical perspective of
increasing age, | have concluded that the
ability to function in the face of fear. . . rather
than the absence of fear . . . is the mark of
true courage. This is what we did for each
other.

Secondly, | think we were held together by
one common belief and commitment. Even in
my youth, | knew that no country, even the
United States, could lay claim to being
perfect, and no cause could legitimately
assert that all goodness was on its side.
However, we belleved . . . and, | think,
justifiably believed that when measured on
the eternal scale of truth, the greater good,
the greater decency lay with what we were
trying to accomplish. Fortunately for us and
contrary to the plight of the poor young men
involved in the Vietnam war, virtually
everyone in the free world shared that com-
mitment. And, since that time, | suspect that
each of us in our own way has done what we

ECHOES July 85

could to see that our country remains on the
side of that greater good and decency. Few
ties bind more closely, more permanently,
than the common ideal, the shared cause.

Finally, | think our experience taught us a
deep and lasting reverence for life. While it
was our mission to inflict damage and take
lives from the enemy, | am sure none of us
has forgotten that we also lost lives in the
process. Too many brave young men gave
their lives for our side, men for whom we felt
genuine affection, men who, by the grace of
God shall always remain young because they
can never grow old. We managed to accept
those losses of our friends and still carry on,
but they will always remain a hallowed
memory. And in the remembering, we are
acutely conscious of the terrible price which
must often be paid in the defense of that
greater decency. Let none say we love
war—we know better, We simply believe that
some things are worse.

As | said, we don't talk about these things,
but they are very real to us. | think we are bet-
ter citizens and better human beings
because of them. And our association
together is given a depth that it would not
have were it based solely on good humor and
funny stories.

As young men, little more than boys, we
were given a job to do and | think we did it
pretty damn well. So | propose to you a silent
toast, one in which | hope you can join
without embarrassment . it's to the
greatest bunch of guys that | ever had the
privilege of knowing ... tous!

Deceased

C. Max Bayless, 368th pilot and
POW (25 Feb 44, Augsburg), died
March 18 at Stevenson, OR, where
he had been a golf professional.

John Carison, 423rd, died in Ju-
ly, 1984, in Westbury, NY.

Hector A. Chavez, 367th radio
operator (Barrett's crew) and POW
(12 Sep 44 w/Barr), died in 1981 in
Anaheim, CA

MiSgt. James H. Edney, 368th
crew chief, died 4 June 85 in Mem:-
phis, TN. Edney crewed “Eager
Beaver,” and in mid-1944 received
a Bronze Star medal.

Philip G. Griswold, 367th pilot
{1944), died April 30 in Cloverdale,
CA, of cancer. He had been mill
superintendent for Precision Red-
wood Mfg. Co.

Bruce A. Hardy, 369th gunner
{mid-1943), died 24 June 84 in
Ballwin, MO,

Finis E. Hudson, 369th cook's
helper (42-45), died March 14 at his
home in Union City, TN.

Robert F. Jones, 367th navigator
and POW (22 Dec 43, Osnabruck
w/Winter), died 6 Oct 81 in Sioux
City, 1A

Seymour D. Ramby, group staff
officer (late 42-27 Feb 45), has died
at Dayton, OH, where he was an at-
torney. Served as provost marshall,
PX officer, assistant material of-
ficer, bond officer, QM store of-
ficer, Site 9 CO, communal Site B

CO and station legal assistance of-
ficer.

Earl Reiff (later Patrick
O'Driscoll), 352nd service
squadron, died March 8 at Sturgis,
MI.

Otto C. Swan, 368th navigator
(Deck's crew), died March 12 in
Rialto, CA. Swan remained very ac-
tive, although he was totally blind
the last six years of his life.

Earl E. Wynn, 369th ball turret
gunner and POW (24 Apr 44 at
Oberpfaffenhofen wiJames), died 4
Dec 84 at Peoria, IL.

Newly-Found

Address Changes & Corrections

Barberis, Daniel, 423

At. 1, Middlebury East, #4-E

Middlebury, VT 05753
Brks, Wilbur, GpHg

1025 Clausen Ay

Three Rivers, MI 49083
Bevan, Donald J., 423

12838 Woodbridge St.

Studio City, CA 81604
Blum, Jack D., 423

45-25 Kissena Blvd

Flushing, NY 11355
Brennan, Nell 368

AL 2, Box 166

Rapid City, MI 49678
Cunningham, Jack R., 368

1296 Donnan Av., B-10

Washington, PA 15301

Dmochowski, Myron J,, 368 Keuer, Victor, 369
1722 Alice Hill Dr. MB202
San Antonio, TX TB232 Brillion, W154110
Eldredge, Don H., 367 Kingen, Robert, 368

1441 Woodland Dr. Ri. 8, Box 178

Deerfield, IL 60015 Greenfield, IN 46140
Edinger, Charles A., 368 Loes, Mel, 369

283 Pelican Dr., NE 1548 Keh| C1.

Palm Bay, FL 32807
Fatigati, Mace, 369
9301 Mearrimoor Blvd,
Largo, FL 33543
Grimm, John R., 367
5085 Morelawn Ct., Apl. B
Cantaervilla, OH 45429
Hayes, Rex L., 368

Dubugue, 1A 52001
Maliszewskl, Edward P., 369

632 Cadisux

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
Maynes, Alden D, 368

1057 Cambridge Rd.

Kaysville, UT 84037
Martin, William E., 423
84 Gentry Dr, 7262 Lawrence St
Alexander, NC 28701 Grand Blanc, M| 48439

Baranowicz, Michael J., 951 Cumberland Ct., Unit B-1,

Rosselle, IL60172 423

Bland, Elton, PO Box 222, W. Farmington, OH 44491

369

Brown, B. Max, 565 Duchess Dr., Marietta, GA 30066 369
Carver, Harry P., Rt. 4, Box 186, Douglas, GA 31533 368
Charles, Foil V., 3004 Genderson Rd., Greensboro, NC 27410

Eskew, John F., 1086 Corbin Park Dr., New Smyrna Beach, FL 32069
Evans, Padraic B., 1164 Halekoa Dr., Honolulu, HI 92821

368

Fleming, John, 40 Munro Ave., Kilmarnock KAl 2NT,

Ayrshire, Scotland FR

Gill, Robert F., 6206 Linhaven Dr., Houston, TX 77072 FR
Gustafson, Burton C., 29 Island Rd., Windsor, CT 06095 368
Hirtle, David C., 114 Miner St., Middletown, CT 06457 FR

Lehnert, Frank J., 2844 S. 109th St., Toledo, OH 43611
McCollum, John W., 4450 S, Park, Apt. 1408, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
McMNamara, Dan, 41 Southurst Ave., Windsor Locks, CT 06096 369

368

Meltzer, Eleanor (widow of George), 9885 54th St. N,

Pinellas Park, FL 33565 FR

O'Brien, Edward J., 8240 Fairway Cir., Inverness, FL 32650 367

Robison, Brice, 3725 N. Meridian, Okemos, Ml 48864 423

Starks, Cecil K., 4992 Woodcliff Dr., Pensacola, FL 32504 367

Terrell, Ralph, 7016 43rd Ave. N, Minneapolis, MN 55428 423

McKenna, William, 367
27 Wallingford Ave., Apt. A-3
Wallingford, PA 19086
Meaux, Allen F., 368
234 Randolph, #2110
Madison, WI 53711
Mills, Irving J., 423

dth 126 Blue Wing Dr 4

Sonoma, CA 95476
Quandt, Lester D,, 367
1806 Widener
Siuﬂuaﬂ.ﬁﬁ.ﬁg\
~—Hyan, John L., 367
Box 664
Chama, NM 87520
Sa ; e
Anderson Cove Rd.
Morth Sebago, ME 04029
Spencer, Donald R,, 423
314 ML Vernon Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236
Walck, Richard E., 367
Ri. 3, Box 183A
Williamsburg, VA 23185
Whiteside, Ralph, 367
Box 181, Kove Estates
Osteen, FL 32764

367

423


















