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Remembered

by 306th Men

By John M. Kelly

U.S. Army Air Force Station
111—Thurleigh, England: The
evening of June 5th, 1844, held the
promise of a fine night. Under clear
skies the moon was rising as a
soft, warm wind caressed the
English countryside. It was, in the
words of Sir Harry Lauder's song:
. . . a braw brecht moonlecht
necht, . . ." but; the tranquility of
those early hours was soon to be
shattered.

It started about 9:00 p.m., or 2100
hours as we then reckoned time. It
came with the throaty roar of an
airplane engine springing to life
and drowning out the hum of the
crickets. Soon, very soon, other
engines erupted in sound; each ad-
ding to the swelling cacophony of
martian music signaling the start
of Operation Overlord—The long
awaited Allied Invasion of Festung
Europa. The beginning of the end
of the Third Relch.—D-Day!

Unless you were there, it is hard
to realize that England, in mid-
1944, resembled in many ways a
vast aircraft carrier. Hundreds of
airfields dotted the countryside,
especially through the Midlands
and East Anglia up to the Wash.

Home to thousands upon
thousands of British and American
airmen, these fields were the
launching point for bombers (heavy,
medium & light); fighters (day &
night); photo and weather recon-
naisance planes; troop carrier
transports and assault gliders.

Combat operations had been
conducted from most of these
bases for many months prior to the
invasion, but; on the night of June
5-6 Operation Overlord would bring
these thousands of machines and
men together in the greatest
unified air action ever seen. And
vast as it was, this great, ground-
based air fleet was made even
larger by additional planes from
American and British naval carriers
laying off-shore.
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Snutty Smith receives the coveled Medal of Honor for his explolts of 1 May 43. Doing the
honors is Henry Stimson, Secretary of War.

Smith, Medal of Honor
Recipient, dies May 11

There has passed from our midst the number one hero of the 306th,
Maynard Harrison Smith, winner of the Medal of Honor for his heroics of
1 May 1943 over the embattled port of Brest, France.

Smith died May 11 at the Bay Pines VA Hospital, St. Petersburg, FL.
He had moved in 1977 from Flushing, NY, upon retirement. He was 72
years of age.

Full military honors were accorded him on May 15 when he was
buried in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.

Smith was a controversial figure, hardly known before that fateful
day of his first mission, but forever after the frequent target of many
remarks. Smith flew five missions, four following the 1 May flight, earned
an Air Medal and oak leaf cluster and the Medal of Honor,

He continued to serve with the 306th in a variety of activities until he
was transferred back to the Zone of the Interior in February of 1945. Dur-
ing his time with the 306th he served variously in a number of capacities,
often in the Group Operations office and as a chauffeur for commanders
in the early hours of the day before a mission,

Perhaps the story of Smith's exploits can be no better told than in
the words of the citation for the Medal of Honor:

“For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action above and
beyond the call of duty. The aircraft of which Sergeant Smith was a gun-
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306th Bombardment Group Association

350 Ready
To Attend
Reunion

Reservations for the 10th re-
union of the 306th Bomb Group are
arriving in Fort Worth, TX, at a
steady pace, reports Reginald
Robinson, chairman of the 1984
gathering. By this writing more
than 350 men of the 306th and
spouses have sent in the
necessary forms and information.

Robinson reports that more than
half of the Friday night dinner
reservations for Carswell AFB have
been taken at this date. The limit is
325 persons, and once that point is
reached, later arrivals will be
shunied into the morning tour and

Arrangements had been com-
pleted for Lt. Gen. William H.
Campbell, present commander of
the Bth AF, to be the speaker at the
Saturday evening event, but Gen.
Campbell has recently learned that
he will be taking a new assignment
in August. It is expected that his
successor will be the speaker at
the banguet.

Appearing again this year, after
last year's great introduction to the
J06th, will be the Strategic Air
Command band from Offutt AFB,
NE.

Special ceremonies are being
planned to honor the late Maynard H.
Smith, the 306th's only Medal of
Honor winner, and those who served
a tour as POWs. Many 306th men
spent far longer in Stalag 17B or I,
or some other place in Germany,
than they did at Thurleigh. Quite a
number were actively in the 306th for
a week or less. What a way to end
your first mission!

Those who served as POWSs, and
will be attending the Fort Worth
event, are asked to send a special
note along to the reunion chalrman
apprising him of your POW status.

The Green Oaks Inn is on I-30 on
the southwest side of Fort Worth,
and will serve as the headquarters
for the reunion. AVs can be parked
there, but there are no hookups
available. However, those traveling
and wishing to stay in their RVs
will be provided a list of places



where they can get hookups near
the Green Oaks.

One of the features this year,
while not quite up toa B-17 in emo-
tional appeal, will be the arrival of a
P-51 Mustang, which will fly into
Carswell. It will be piloted by
B/Gen. Regis F. A. Urschler, vice
commander of the Electronic
Security Command at San Antonio.

Plans are continuing to have
Gordon and Connie Richards at-
tend the 1984 reunion from their
home on the outskirts of Bedford.
They have been key people in the
development of an enthusiastic
British 306th Historical Group.
Contributions are still being ac-
cepted by Bill Collins to assure the
Richards' participation. It is an-
ticipated that in succeeding re-
unions other members of the group
in England will be invited to par-
ticipate.

You are also reminded that
special travel arrangements can be
made through American Airlines.
The only constraint is that you
must make special mention of the
306th reunion and you must make
your reservation early to assure
that you can get there by
American. We are competing on
that weekend with football en-
thusiasts. If enough people fly
American, special considerations
will cut our travel ticket cost for
the Richards.

Chairman Robinson also would
remind you of dress for various
events. The Billy Bob excursion
Thursday night will be casual or
Western. The same for the
Carswell morning tour at the
General Dynamics tour, However,
the afternoon Carswell tour and
carrying through dinner will sug-
gest coats and ties for men and
dresses for women.

Temperatures at reunion time
will range from 55° to 75°, so bring
attire that will fit these extremes.

Golf tee off times have not yet
been filled. The fee for golf and
carts is $28.50 and payment should
be made by separate check, so
marked.

As last year, pictures will be
taken of various units Saturday
before the banquet.

When reunioners arrive at the
Green Oaks and register in with the
306th, they will receive a packet
containing all tickets, programs,
lists of activities and information
on nearby restaurants.

For those wives who tire of war
stories and airplanes, there is
abundant shopping very close to
Green Oaks.

The 306th Bombardment Group Historical
Association: Ralph Bordner, president:
John L. Ryan, vice president; Russell A,
Strong, secretary; and William M. Collins,
Jr., treasurer.

306th ECHOES is published four timaes an-
nually: January, April, July and October, and
is mailed free of charge to all known ad-
dresses of 306th parsonnel, 1942-45. Con-
tributions may be remitted to the treasurer.

DAYS IN FORT WORTH!

Thursday, Oct. 25
8:30
10:00
12:30
1:00

Golf Tournament

open.
Squadron Rooms open
Buses leave for Billy Bob's

2:.00
7:30
8:00
10:30 Buses return to hote!

Friday, Oct. 26

Registration opens— 306th Office open
Squadron Rooms open—Coffee Bar open

Message Center open—Personnel Locator Map and Display

Dinner followed by dancing and entertainment

GROUP A

9:00 Buses leave for Carswell AFB

Briefing
Flight Line Tour

Training Simulator demonstration

Memorial Service

Cocktails and Luncheon at CAFB Officers Club

Buses return to hotel

Movies

Squadron Rooms open—Museum Tours—Shopping

GROUP B

Squadron Rooms open
Movies

Briefing
Memorial Service
Flight Line Tour

Buses leave for Carswell AFB

Training Simulator Demonstration

Cocktails and Dinner at CAFB

Recognition of Hosts and Introduction of Guests

Golf Tournament Awards
Dancing to SAC Band
23:30 Buses return to hotel

Saturday, Oct, 27

GROUP A

9:00
Briefing

Buses leave for General Dynamics Plant

Tour of F-16 Production Line (one mile long walking tour)

11:00 Buses return to hotel

GROUP B

10:00
Briefing

Buses leave for General Dynamics Plant

Tour of F-16 Production Line (one mile long walking tour)

12:00 Busesreturn to hotel

LADIES

9:30
10:15

2:00 Museum Tours

Depart for Neiman-Marcus Show in Ridgmar Mall
Brunch at Neiman-Marcus Tea Room followed by shopping

306th GROUP

1:30
3:00
4:30
5:00

Business Meeting

Movies

Photo Session

Sing-A-Long

Cash Bar

Banguet
Announcements
Introduction of guests
Speaker

9:00 Dancing to SAC Band

7:30

Sunday, Oct. 28
8:00 Buffet Breakfastavailable

10:00 Transportation available to DIFW Airport

EDITOR: RUSSELL A. STRONG, 2041
Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, M| 49007. Home
616/344-64686; Office 616/383-6160.

Bth AF CONTACT MAN: WILLIAM M.
COLLINS, JR., 2973 Heatherbrae Drive,
Poland, OH 44514, 216/757-3463,

Each issue is pared and printed at
Kalamazoo, MI. itorial contributions are
walcome, and should be addressed to the
editor. Changes in address, and other mat-
lers concerni circulation of the 306th
ECHOES s be sent to Poland, OH.

Stars and Stripes
Someone has raised the ques-
tion of the availability of Stars and
Stripes. All editions have been
preserved on microfilm and are ob-
tainable from the New York Public
Library. The London edition was
published the longest, and in its
entirety the film will cost you at
least $225. Perhaps some other
libraries around the country have

The white protrusion, whare the ball
turret should be, s the radar dome in
its down position. It was partially
retracied for landing.

Pathfinding Led
Way to Target,
Aided the Enemy

Pathfinding, or PFF, was the
special work of the 482nd Bomb
Group for a fairly extended period
in the 8th, using either the British
H2S equipment, of the American
H2X.

Special crews had been trained
in the 482nd for lead work, often
outstanding crews being borrowed
from the various groups. They flew
into the wvarious bomber fields,
picked up the air commanders to
fly with them, and then led groups
on the missions.

H28 was what the British called
“town finding” radar. It scanned
the earth for several miles around
the bomber, and towns, coastlines,
rivers, and the like could be iden-
tified. This marvelous invention
then permitted the bombers to
drop while over clouds and without
visual reference to the ground.

Eventually, as more equipment
became avallable and trained per-
sonnel arrived on the scene, each
group had a number of PFF planes
of its own which then provided the
group leadership on many raids.
The G model B-17 with the white
dome protruding from the belly in-
stead of the usual ball turret was
the radar lead plane. The dome was
retractable for landing.

It was not all plusses for the
Allies and minuses for the Axis
powers, however, as R. V. Jones
points out In his excellent book,
The Wizard War: "Since H25 was
being switched on as soon as our
bombers took off from their air
fields in England, the Germans
could get very early warning of a
raid, and get their fighters airborne
so as to be able to home on the
transmissions when they came
within range.” Homing range for
Germand fighters on radar
transmissions from the bombers
was at least 40 miles.

it, and one might be able to arrange
an inter-library loan. It can be view-
ed at the Library of Congress, as
well.



By Lt. Col. Kenneth Blackshaw

The papers were carrying stories
daily of the impending arrival. The
radio and television stations also
featured items of the grand com-
ing. All the Washington media
were preparing for the great event.
What was the event that was
creating such remarkable interest
in usually blase Washington? Was
Congress returning to take
decisive action on the increasing
national debt? Were the Olympics
being transferred here from Los
Angeles? Were the Russians sen-
ding submarines up the Potomac?
Or were the Chinese sending us
another panda?

Mo, to all of the above. It was
something greater—the arrival of
one of this country’s last surviving
flyable B-17's. One of the 12,700
wonderful planes that were built
during World War |l at three
assembly plants—Seattle, Bur-
bank, and Long Beach. This sur-
vivor of the greatest bomber ever
built was making one last flight to
join other famous aircraft of the
Smithsonian's Air and Space
Museum and the first of its Dulles
Annex. It piques the interest of the
press, of history buffs, and, of
course, the many former crew
members who now live in the
Washington area. | was one of
those, a B-17 pilot, who could feel
the nostalgia swelling inside me as
the day of the arrival drew closer.

This Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress
was added to the collection of the
MNational Air and Space Museum in
October, 1981. Because of space
limitations ' at’ the downtown
Washington Museum and the
Suitland, Maryland, Annex, this
World War Il four-engine bomber
(#383814), was placed on loan to
Pima Air Museum in Tucson, AZ.
The arrival of this alrcraft marked
the first significant contribution to
the newly-approved Museum An-
nex at Dulles. This Air and Space
Museurn Annex eventually will
have other large aircraft including
the Space Shuttle, the Concorde, a
707 and a 747, the last two also
built by Boeing.

The ferry flight to Washington
was a family affair. The pilot and
co-pilot were a father and son
team. Arnold Kolb was the pilot
and his son, Arnold, Jr., flew as co-
pilot. To further demonstrate the
family's interest in aviation, Ar
nold's wife, Florence, was on hand
to greet the aircraft as was his
daughter, Pamela, who works as a
commercial flight attendant.

This was indeed an occasion for
nostalgia, a chance to relive those
glorious days when we were
privileged to fly the great silver
birds that were so instrumental in
our victory over the Axis powers.
Webster defines nostalgia as the
"wistful or excessively sentimen-
tal yearning to return to some past
pericd,” as if any B-17 crew
member could ever be “excessive-
ly sentimental” about the wonder-
ful, all-forgiving fortress of the air.
As it turned out | was not the only
former crew member in the area to

Heralded Arrival of B-17 at Dulles

Airport Brings Throngs of Veterans
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Kan Blackshaw stands before the B-17 which recentily landed at Dulles Alrport and will
bacome & part of the National Air and Space Museum collection ocutside the nation's
capitol . . . Below is the Experimental Alrcraft Association’s B-17, ' Aluminum Overcast,
which took pari in a blg WW Il sircraft spectacular in June at Kalamazoo, Mich. More than
125,000 spectators in two days saw many WW Il planes flying, including: B-28, B-24, B-17,
B-25s, P-51s, P-47, and P-38, and Corsairs, Wildcats, Helicats, and a Martin torpedo
bombaer.

be affected strongly enough by the
media reports to be drawn to
Dulles for the arrival. There would
be many others on hand to greet
this visible reminder of our World
War Il aerial victories.

With press credentials obtained
from Rita Cipalla, chief of public af-
fairs for the Air and Space
Museum, | proceeded out to
Washington-Dulles well in advance
of the scheduled arrival time of
3:05 p.m. on April 25, a sunny but
cool and very breezy Wednesday. |
had conned an old Hump pilot, Col-
onel Herb Wurth, into joining me in
this expedition down memory lane.

We proceeded to the designated
terminal area at Dulles and were
pleased to see many others there
ahead of us—some legitimate
news media and others, like
ourselves, who were there for the
eqgo trip, the opportunity to revel,
ever so briefly, in those glorious
moments of victory in the air with
the greatest bird of them all, the
mighty Flying Fortress.

But there were sad memories
too. Many of my colleagues were
lost during the devastating con-
flict. This was dramatized by a
relatively young man that we
engaged in conversation. He had
come to Dulles because his father
had been a B-17 pilot with the 91st
Bomb Group and was killed in late
1942 on one of the early missions

of the 8th Air Force. He had come
to see the plane that his father had
flown.

The event began to unfold as we
were taken out to the arrival area
on the field in one of Dulles’ uni-
gque mobile lounges that most
passengers at Dulles use for
transportation to and from their air-
craft. These unusual vehicles can
rise and lower to whatever height
needed by any particular aircraft. In
our case they dropped us in the
middie of the field to await the ar-
rival ceremony.

Overall the atmosphere was one
of glowing elation as the thought
of seeing firsthand, and yes, even
touching the mighty aircraft that
was to arrive shortly. The plane per-
formed on schedule, first flying
low over the field at 2 p.m. with the
wheels up, making a low pass that
made all of us oldtimers' hearts
beat a little faster. It then circled
Washington counterclockwise
over an area including Andrews
Air Force Base, and then land-
ing as scheduled at 3:05 p.m.

What a thrill it was to see this
beautiful fighting machine from the
past come sweeping in from the
north and fly directly in front of the
gasping onlookers. There were old-
time salutes and doggings of hats as
it whizzed by, at an altitude that
would do any former B-17 pilot
proud—and | most certainly was.

Even my old ‘“Hump’’ pilot friend ad-
mitted it was as thrilling a sight as
he could remember.

After landing on the west side of
the field it taxied proudly to the
center spot at Dulles. By this time,
the #3 engine had been shut down
and feathered. It only did more to
add to the nostalgia of the moment
by bringing to mind the many times
| had come "home'" to Thurleigh
with an engine feathered.

It was at this time that a young
reporter from a local radio station,
WAMU, did a lengthy interview
with me allowing me to extol the
virtues of the great plane that had
brought me home safely 35 times.
The interview was carried uncut on
local broadcasts the following
morning.

After the arrival ceremonies |
was chatting with TV Channel 7's
Special Assignments reporter, Ed
Turney, when that final and un-
forgettable 35th mission came up,
and | mentioned that, at the time of
completion of the mission, | got
down and kissed the ground. He
videotaped my re-enactment of
that great moment, relived again at
the sight of the B-17, the plane
which on March 17, 1945, brought
me home safely and allowed me to
enjoy another rewarding and fulfill-
ing 39 years of life.

The sight of the plane coupled
with other Bth Air Force alumni
who were on hand for this great
event, brought back stirring
memories of my 306th flying
mates. They are scattered across
the country now. Some have
retired, like myself. | still get a New
Year's Eve call from my old co-
pilot, John Wilson. We missed for
the few years | was overseas in ser-
ving my 20 years of active duty, and
again in 1957, when, as a KC-87 air-
craft commander in Strategic Air
Command, | was enroute from
Barksdale Air Force Base to Goose
Bay, Labrador, on a SAC "Reflex"
operation.

And each Christmas | anxiously
await the five cards from crew
members Wes Gunkel, Ed Tutun,
Roy Mokes, Chuck Yeager and
John Wilson. | wish they could
have been with me on this trek
down memory lane. Hopefully, by
reading this, they will recapture
some of the exultation that gripped
many of us.

This story has an emphasis on
nostalgia, and | would like to close
in the same vein. The whole ex-
perience was one of wonder and
amazement—amazement that 39
years have elapsed since that
memorable 35th mission.

| followed my 20 years of active
duty with another 17 as an Air
Force civilian in the Pentagon,
before retiring again in 1981. | still
report in for a few months every
year as a Consultant to the
Secretary of Defense for the an-
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