2973 Heatherbrae Drive
Poland, Ohio 44514 April 1982

Vol. 7, No. 2
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Take Group
To England,
Cincinnati

Some 306th veterans are becom-
ing aware of the fact that they can-
not be in two places in early Oc-
tober.

At Thurleigh there will be the
dedication of the new memoriai to
the men of the 306th Bomb Group.
The January issue of Echoes con-

rived en rmmasse
Michigan, after a quick trip from
Morth Carolina. By that time the
 author had seen one copy and was
anxious to get on with the mailing

Man-Prafit Org.
LI'5. Postage
PAID
Parmit Mo, 205
Youngstown, Ohio

: ‘First Over’
Now Ready
For Readers

Some thought the mails were

playing tricks on them, and others
just waited patiently. The author
. knew there were no-tricks, but he
| was impatient if anything.

Finally, on April 21 the books ar-
in Kalamazoo,

tained detailed information on
travel to England. . to those pre-publication pur-
Indications are thai a number of | chasers. The address labels were
306Th man and thair wives will'ba N in.hand and the Jiffy Bags were
. waiting.

going to Bediord for this event.
Plans are being made to welcome
everyone back to the base, and |
though it is different, it is still
Thurleigh. Unlike many WW |l
fields, Thurleigh is still in active
use for flying.

While all of this is going on,
another contingent wil be in Cip-
cinnati and Dayton for the eighth
annual reunion of the 306th Bomb
Group and the 8th Air Force
Historical Society.

On Wednesday, 6 October, there
is being planned an Air War sym-
posium featuring Escape and Eva-
sion, and POWSs, This follows last
year's highly acclaimed gathering
in St. Paul.

The big day for the 306th will be
Friday when a special dinner is be-
Ing planned in Cincinnati. Ralph
Bordner is heading the planning
for the evening. More details will
be available in the July issue of
Echoes.

On Saturday there will be a
dedication at the Air Museum at
Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, of
an Bth AF memorial. Back in Cin-
Cinnati that evening will be the
traditional banquet and dance.

By Russell A. Strong

Is There a Phntogrépher?

The Echoes editor needs
photographic help. This has been
provided for the last couple of
years by Casey Jones, 369. But a
new job in a new place has stilled
Casey's creative contributions. So-
meone out there who has a yen for
photography and a home darkroom
could be of significant help to the
editor. Any volunteers?

From all reports the 306th Bomb
Group Restaurant at Sarasota, Fla.,
is continuing to do an excellent
business. On your next trip to the
southland be sure to include this
among your stops, for lunch or for
dinner. Reservations are almost a
necessity for dinner.

_Who were the “Bunny Biters?”
This inscription was found in a
368th barracks at Thurleigh some
time ago pefore the building was _
ii:::-nshed. Does anyone know
u £ L k]
e r who the “Bunny Biters

Col. Warren Borges, 423rd pilot, is the currant
president of the 8th AF Historical Sociaty.

First Over Germany, A History of

o the 306th Bombardment Group,
- was finished; but the story of the
306th goes on, and future issues of
| Echoes will follow the saga as new
material is uncovered.

The book is 325 pages, plus a
2,500 name index of 306th person-
nel who appear between its pages.
There are about 75 pictures. But
the first thing anyone notices is
the book jacket, which was taken
from @& painting done by Lee
Kessler, 369th engineer, who some
years earlier had painted his plane
going down over Wilhelmshaven
May 21,1943,

The first critical acclaim came in
the 8th AF News from editor John
Woolnough, who had been
privileged to read galley proofs
while the book was being com-
pleted.

Echoes will continue to carry an
order form, but it is not necessary
to cut up your issue in order to
place a request for a book. Just
send your check for $20 to Russell
strong, 2041 Hillsdale, Kalamazoo,
M1 49007, and a book will be placed
in the mail quickly, postage paid.

As many of you know, this was a
seven-year odyssey from the begin-

- ning of research at Dayton, OH, to

compietion. But it could not have
been done in the way that it was
without the cooperation of a great
many 306th people. Nearly 500
were interviewed in person, over
the telephone and by mail. Others

(Turn to page 2)



Mystery of
J. C. Melaun
Resolved

In writing First Over Germany
there were often questions for
which there seemed no compiete
answers. Sometimes considerable
digging turned up nothing of value.

One of these instances occurred
in the story about Snuffy Smith and
the 1 May 1943 mission that
resulted in a Medal of Honor.

The crew interrogation report is
a rather curious document, and in
particular the name of the nose
gunner stands out—"J. C.
Melaun.” Can anyone identify “dJ.
C. Melaun?”

| realty doubt it!

| checked my card file of 306th
people and came up dry. | locked in
various other records over a period
of a couple of years, buf found
nothing. As the book was nearing
completion | became even more
concerned.

A telephone call to L P.
Johnson, pilot for the mission,
gave me no answer. He could not
remember the man. The navigator
was Stanley Kisseberth, whom we

306th History

{From page 1)

contributed all kinds of records
and other material. A small group
gave generously to a research fund
that enabled the author to visit
people and record repositories, ac-
tions vital in searching out much of
the detail. It was really a team ef-
fort in getting together the moun-
tain of data and reducing it to a
coherent whole.

The book also points out the
tremendous effort put forth by Col.
John L. Ryan who critically read
every word of the manuscript and
used a lot of red ink.

Where now? Echoes will con-
tinue as long as the editor is able
and the readers support it. We are
doing rmore without 2 membership
dues program than any other
group, and with the cooperation of
many of you we can continue.

Order your copy today of

have never been able to locate.
And the copilot, Bob McCallum,
was killed on Black Thursday.

| later found a roster of 306
enlisted aircrew members publish-
ed in the Special Orders of 1 May
1943. Snuffy and other crewmen
were there, but there was no J. C.
Melaun.

Phone calls to other men of the
423rd of that time came up with
nothing.

| began to have doubts as to
whether such a person had ever ex-
isted, or had someone else flown
and used a fake name? Had it been
someone out of the 423rd | felt that
Johnson would probably have
known them:.

And therein lies the answer. J. C.
Melaun was a member of the 410th
Bomb Squadron, not a 306th unit.
But it was a squadron of the 94th
Bomb Group which then had two
squadrons training at Thurleigh.
Four crews of the 34th arrived on
April 20, and Melaun must have
come with his crew between then
and May 1. Evidently crewmen
were short on this morning and
Melaun gained some combat ex-
perience, perhaps more than he
bargained for.

Discovery of his 410th squadron
designation was found in General
Order #61 of the Eighth Air Force,
issued 20 May 1943, in which a
Silver Star medal was awarded to
Johnson, who “knowing that the
airplane might disintegrate at any
minute, and with complete
disregard for his own safety,
skillfully kept his plane in the flight
formation enabling two of his
crewmen to eventually extinguish
the flames. The bravery and skill
displayed by Lieutenant Johnson
in remaining with and returning his
airplane to a friendly base after all
chances to save it seemed gone,
reflect the highest credit . .."”

Sgt. William W. Fahrenhold,
Johnson's engineer that day, also
received a Silver Star: “Displaying
great bravery and skill, Sergeant
Fahrenhold, with utter disregard
for his own safety, went into the
radio compartment which was a
mass of flames, to aid the ball tur-
ret and nose gunner in ex-
tinguishing the flames. After the
fire was extinguished Sergeant
Fahrenhold returned to his guns

FIRST OVER GERMANY,
A History of the 306th Bomb Group

To:

Russell A. Strong

2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Ml 48007

Please accept my order for
$20 each, a total of $

copies of First Over Germany at

name

mailing addrass

Make check payable to Russell A. Strong

Sweet Pea — the Shir

A SEARCH for a missing orphan
girl by former Gls who adopted
her during the war, ended happily
this week.

The girl, nicknamed Sweet Pea by the

American afrmen at Thurleigh, was found

following an appeal in a national
newspaper. Maureen Eason, 43, of
Wallington, Surrey, was a pert, three-
year-old biue-eyed bombshell in the
Shirley Temple mould when the airmen
picked her up in Londop in 1942,

“Ii is so exching," she said. “It has all

happened q! of the blue. 1 have kept all
Jthe cuitngdfind things they gave me for
all these years but thought that was the
last I'd hear ol ir."

The airmen thought they would be
adopting a boy and made a uniform for
*him’. Instead they were presented with
Maureen and she stlll has the uniform
they made for their adopted orphan.

Maureen is Mrs Connie Richards of
Pavenham Road, Oakley. She isa
member of the 306 Bom
historical association and has met many
of the Gls when they came back to
Bedflordshire.

“The men were always asking about
her, wondering - where she is now and
asked if we could find her,” she said,
Sweet Pea's hushand read the article in
the paper on Monday morning and
immediately rang them.

Mrs Richards was delighted when she
heard the news. I was over the moon. [
am so excited, God knows what the
Americans will be like! It's wonderful
news, absolutely fantastic. I can hardly

- ‘:-.
jey Temple lookalike as the Americans
remember her.

Sweet Pea, the GIs’
little sweetheart turns
up after 40 years

The woman who started the search for

rdment Group's

Connie Richards,
woman who has found Sweest
Pea.

the Oakley

believe it and the whole assoclation is
dying to find out what she looks like now."

Dozens of former Gls are returning to
Thurleigh this October for a special
reanion and for the unveiling of a
memorial in the village to 306
Bombardment Group. Sweet Pea will be a
guoest of honouwr.

“It has just been one of those nostalgle
storles with a happy ending,” said Mrs }
Richards.

and warded off repeated attacks by
enemy fighter planes.”

Melaun also received a Silver
Star “For gallantry in action."” The
remainder of the citation is the
same as that for Fahrenhold.

This same General Order also

A. Kisamore for Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses. Mann was a 367th

pilot and Kisamore was his copilot
on 15 May 1942 when his plane
went into the North Sea 20 miles
north of Helgoland on a mission to
Wilhelmshaven.

Melaun soon left the 306th and

_went with the 94th to its permanent
cites 1st Lt. Alden T. Mann and Leo *

stgtinm According to a cousin who
still lives in Seagoville, TX, Melaun
died in action later in the war,



WHERE'S SWEET

GIS search HUNDREDS of for-

for missin

By MURIEL BU HDEN

for a little omphan
girl they adopted
during the war—and

Fiying: Forlress homber | 41,

i 3 1 : But no one knows
aiter their pintl-sized pin-

where szhe iz, or even if

up. she i slill alive
called Sweet Pea. But after the ipar Mrs Richards explained
The blue-eyed three- | Moureen fost towch awith | how the American airmen

vear-old won the hearts | her odopled family of Gls. | originally  thought they
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She captivated the Gls

)SIPEA?

with just one sentencen
*1 like soldiers™

Mrs Richards, of Paven-
ham Road, Oakley. Bed-
ford, said: * Maureen
must have memories of
Thurleigh.

“1f only she could get
in touch, it would make
the airmen’s day. 3o
T of them ask after
her,"

SWEET
PEA!

Lost war babe's a
mum herself now

By MURIEL BURDEN
SWEET PEA — the wartime orphan girl
hunted by hundreds of former Glis — has

heen found by The Sun.

The cute little three-year-old who won the hearts
of an Americapn bomber sguadron back in 1042
i= mow & happily -married mother of two.

And 4%-year-old Mrs DMaureen Easem is all set
for a nostalgic reunion
1.-.-1111 the Yanks who
nickpamed her Sweet
Fea.

“I'd ]01.'1! {0 sea them

THE SYN, Wednesday, March 3, 1882
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