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Group Votes
to Build
Memorial

By George G. Roberis

306th members attending the
Eighth Air Force Reunion at Orlan-
do, voted to erect a memorial in
honor of those who served during
the war years in England. The
memorial is to be located at the
former site of the 40th Combat
Wing Headquarters, just off
Keysoe Road in Thurleigh Village.

Former group members will

remember this as the main én-
trance to our old base during the
war years. The site is stifl inuse as
el RERENGES D ToE Mol Barniei
Esienhisnment [RAE) 2t Bediord.
The RAE cocoupies ne old 'base,
which is resiricied, as 2 1esl faciil-
ty for the Royal Air Force.

Two of our 306th friends in the
Bedford area, John Mills and Gor-
don Bichards, were successful in
obtaining a prominent corner next
to a new officers’ mess building
which will serve as the specific
memaorial location. The RAE has
agreed to maintain the area, which
Is open to the public and easily ac-
cessible by anyone visiting Bed-
ford.

The original idea for a memorial
was conceived in 1976 when 13
former group members attending
the Eighth reunien in England met
with Friends of the Eighth person-
nel in the Bedford area and in-
guired about the feasibility of a
project. At that time it was hoped
that an on-base logcation could be
secured, but due to the base
classification, few people would
be able to visit the site. According-
ly, our English friends sought ant
cbtained for us this unclassified
location just outside the present
date which will be open to

-ﬂ:-

Scenes from the 306th hospitality room Friday at the Orlande reunion. Note Luke Jacobs ar-
tistry above, along the wall.

Site of the proposed 306th Bombardment Group Memorial at the Royal Aircraft Establishmant
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300 Recall
306th Days,
In Orlando

They came from all over the
United States, especially from the
Southeast. But Orlando furnished
a new setting for the 306th Bom-
bardment Group as it came to life
again Oct. 31, Nov. 1 and Nov. 2.

Missions were flown again,
memories recalled, and stories re-
counted endlessly in the meeting

reoms, around dinner tables and in

the lobbies of the Sheraton Twin
Towers. A total of 186 306th

members were recorded, and with

‘Spouses and other friends. the
numoer ran closer 1o 300 for the
Group.

\t was a big crowd, and for many
attending their very first reunion, it
was one of the best weekends they
ever spent. Men like Ken Reecher
frorn Oregon, John Lambert from
Florida, Pervis Youree from
Oklahoma and numbers of others
did a lot of smiling as they met old
friends and made new friends
among the group.

During the first day a large
hospitality room off the convention
lobby center provided a convenient
spot for the group members to
gather, to look at pictures, to pour
over scrap books, and to listen to
others. The room was decorated to
a “T" by D. Luke Jacobs, onetime
367th pilot, and the principal man
on the scene as an Orlando resi-
dent. He had painted the four
squadron patches, in vivid color
and about three feet across for
each. These hung on one wall, and
gave new life to the whole scene.
Wilson Elliott was also much in

" evidence as another who played a

major role in the gathering.
Announcements were made, the
memorial at Thurleigh was organiz-

avaryone,

As a beginning, the 13 attendees
at the UK reunion made a contribu-
tion to the project. The money col-
lected was placed on deposit in a
Bedford bank. It has been used by
FOTE ioc place a 306th wreath at
the American Military Cemeiery at

(turn fo page 2)

Gudger Ends Congress Term

The Hon. Lamar Gudger, one-
time 369th Squadron navigator, saw
his two terms in the U.S. Congress
come to an end in the Movember
election, as the Republican
landslide swept him out of office.

Gudger will return to his
Asheville, N.C., law practice, having

ed, Russ Strong reported on the
progress of his new history of the
306th, and they ate.

Mext year it will be in Min-
neapolis, Oct. 16, 17 and 18, and it
Is hoped that an even larger crowd
will be able to attend. Plans are
underway to perhaps put the 306th

{turn to page 2)

represented the mountainous,
western region of North Carolina, an
area that has often been Republican
in its politics.

During his tenure in Washington,
Gudger had served as a member of
the House Judiciary Committee.



Memorial

{from page 1)

Madingley each Memorial Day. The
balance, just over $100.00, is being
used by the FOTE to get the
memorial project started.

At the 1980 reunion fn: Orlando
former 306th members contributed
$3,766 toward the memorial, and an
additional $400.00 was received in
pledges. According to the latest
estimates from our project people

Proposed plaque at Thurleigh

IN HONOR OF
AIR. GROUND AND SUPPRT PEHSOI\A%% OF
' "STATION 111 (U.S. 8th AIR FO R
FROM THIS BASE DURING THE YEAR e
THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H o
CARRIED OUT ITS DAYLIGHT BOMBI :
MISSIONS AGAINST FORTRESS EUROPE.
SOME RETURNED, OTHERS DID NOT.
ALL SERVED AND FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM.

in the U. K., we will need approx-
imately $7,000 to see the memorial
completed. Plans call for a granite
pyion of 8 to 10 feet with a bronze
marker, suitable walkway and

ALWAYS FIRST—FIRST OVER GERMANY

e marker. 26 comgia rem st CoONtributors to Memorial

at Oriando, will read:

The Memorial Committee had FLIGHT DONORS
hoped for a September 1987 com- KRAJCIK, AUGUST J.
pletion date, to be marked by ap- SHS;FTT-} Tﬁg:m-
propriate dedication ceremonies: :
however, the FOTE is suggesting e Uik

that a target date of 1982 is more SQUADRON LEADERS

realistic due to the extensive plan- BERGERON, EDWARD
ning and preparation required for BORING WALLACE
- 4 paa BOWERS, C. GORDON
Both construction and dedication. COWLEY. LOUIST.
members will be able to attend’and DOLES, HARRY K.
participaie in the event. FLANNAGAN, CHARLES
Money is deposited in a Miami, GABRISH, JOSEPH
HAAS, NORMAN M.
FI.' bank and can be withdrawn only HARDEN, NOLAN
with the signatures of both com- HULL, WENDELL
mittee members, George Roberts JAEGER, JOSEPH
and Bill Flanagan. As a safequard, WESSLER LEE
withdrawals can be made with the WNUGHT, HENDERSON

i ! KAUPTERMAN, S W,
SIQRATUTE O One  COMIMWASR | ucw EHRRD

TEETDET At Won oG, DIREEET DS ROHHE MEREARE

af the group, Ralph Bordner. All MACDONALD, DONALD
former 306th members are urged to  MADSEN, WALDEMAR F,
contribute to the project, and have rf: :gﬁ;qu'ﬁ "h?fg 5
their names added to the memorial NORTON. IRVING R.
boqk which will be housed in the DDLE, ELBERT
Officers’ Mess at the site, PECKHAM, WALLACET.

Checks should be made out to: :E?SJ-W'LG'&:“ F.

d X, PAUL J.

Sﬂﬁth Em:nb IG_ruup Memorial and RONCZY. EDWARD
mailed to: William Flanagan, 7515 ¢, ROBERT
S.W. 79th Court, Miami, FL 33143, SANTIMNI, GODFREY F.
All contributions are tax deducti- SCHMIDT, JOHN M.
ble. SCHWAR, EARL

. : HWOCH, ETT
As a guide, contributors have SCH M;?S.!-IFFE:TEE M
been listed as Flight Donors ($1 to TAYLOR, WILLIAM
$24), Squadron leaders ($25 to TURNER LESLIE
$49), Group Leaders (350 to $99)
and Wing Leaders ($100 and up). B LAIE A

Funds collected in excess of BORDNER, RALPH E.

memorial needs will be returned BUMGARDNER. DELLOMN

for publication of Echoes. CASSEDY, WILLIAM P.
Periodic reports on memorial CHENEY, JAMESS.
progress will be included in future

issues of Echoes. ERAREIORERTL

DAMASO, LOUIS
EVANS, CLIFFORDE,
JACOBS, DL,

JANKOWSK], THEODORE

KOSTAL JEROME J.
= LAMBERT, JOHM L,
MURPHY, JOHN A.
ANETH ECHOES is published four times  NORRIS, KEN
annually by the 308th Bombardment Group  SAMDERS, GERALD
Higlorical Association, In January, April,  SHULLER, THURMAN
Julyand Oclober
EDITOR: AUSSELL A, STRONG, 2041 WEIHE, ARTHUR A,
Hilisdale, Kalamazoo, M 49007, Home 616/ YOUREE, P. EARL
3446466, office 616/383-6160,
CONTACT MAN: Wi M. coLLins, Jr, WING LEADERS
28973 Heatherbrae Dr., Poland, OH 44514, BROUSSARD, J.wW.
BB TET-3463. CARLILE, W, R., JR.
Each issue is prepared and printed at  COLANTONI| WILLIAM
Kalamazoo, M|, and editorial contributions EDWARDS, MILTON B.

are welcomed and should be sentto the edi- FLANAGAN, WILLI&AM W,

tor. Mailing is from Poland, OH, and new HECN, DUKE
addresses, changes and delefions should be  HUBBARD, JACK .
sent to the contact man. JOMES, CHARLES F,

GROUP LEADERS

CORCORAN, JOHN E. JR.

SMITH, MAYNARD H., JR.

JORDAMN, CHARLES E.
LEARY, PATRICK J. {memorial for
Jos. L. Brennan)
LENAGHAM, JAMES B.
OLSON, TRYGVE C.
REECHER, KENNETH A.
ROBERTS, GEORGE
ROTH, HOWARD
SCHRACK, DOUGLAS
SHARKEY, DENMIST.
SHERIDAN, DOMNALD F.
UPCHURCH, DON
VENABLE, JAMES
WALTON, A. P,

In Attendance
At Orlando

Among those present in Orlando were;
|WMn—Richard  Arge, Gen. Albert

Bomivey, dosenh Broussasd, dohn Sorcoran,
CAWI oS Evans  SHWiem Gosting, Jonn Grimm

Duke Heon, Dallas Jacobs, George Kiucick,
Jerome Kostal, C. Gus Lamb, John L.
Lambert, James Lenaghan, HAobert K.
Lavery, Waldemar F. Madsen, Donald Mac-
Donald, John MckKee, Toode Motley, Wilbur
Pensinger, Kenneth Reecher, Edward Ronc:
2y, Aobert Sage, Jack Schmidt, Robart Star-
zynski, Aussell A. Strong, Leslie Turner,
Charles Vondrachek and Dr, Arthur Welhe.

368th—Ralph Bordner, Wallace Boring,
Deflon Bumgardner, Louls Cowley, C. J.
Crowl, Jos Gabrish, Joe Hardesty, Joe Hoff-
man, Joseph Jasger, Theodore Jankowsk|,
Lee Kessler, August Krajeik, Edward
Lanich, Thomas McDonnel, Joseph Mar-
ciano, Irving Norton, Louis Rodriguez, Gene
Wood and George Wortham.

J69th—Joseph Bollard, Joe Bowles,
William Casey, Dr. William Colantoni,
Willlam M. Collins, Robert Crane, Louls
Damaso, Wilson Elliott, Dr. Charles Clan-
nagan, Willlam Flanagan, Harry Haoser,
Casgy Jones, Harold Lightbown, Joe
Mynatt, Richard O'Hara, Trygve Olsen, Earl
Schwab, John Thach, James Venable, and
Al Walton,

423rd—C. Gordon Bowers, William E.
Cassedy, Gen. James 5. Cheney, Warran
Day, Aobert Dimter, Harry Doles, Charles
Jordon, Edward Jordan, Henderson Knighi
Saul Ky pferman, Wandall Larsan, John Mur—l
ph_y, Kenneth Norris, William F. Perry, John
Price, Frank Ramsey, Paul Reioux, Howard
Roth, Jerroll Sanders, Dr, Douglas Schrack
Charles Schwoch, Frank Serafin, Alhar{
Smith, Maynard H. Smith, Willlam Taylor
Howard Wilson and Pervis Youree, '

Other organizations— Edy
_ —tdward Be
William Carlile, Molan Harden, Jaclrrgﬂtt:si
bard, Wendaj| Hull, Cal, Georga | Hohfn:

50n, Bruno Roskosk Robe

i rt Aoth, D
Sheridan, Dr. Thurman Shuller and Bl
Upchurch. et

Friends—Kathari
e Brapng

Harrql?y_ Nina Leary, At Pau n Judy
Santinj, and Gl’.‘lﬂfrgy

Orlando

(from page 1)

in another hotel where it can con-
centrate on its uwrj rhusmess,
recollections and imbibing. Ralph
Bordner heads a committee work-
ing on that, and will likely report in
the April issue of Echoes as to pro.
gress in that direction.

one of the highlights, also, of
the Orlando reunion was the ap.
pearance of several members of
the 306th organization in England,
including, Gordon, Connie and
Lloyd Richards and John Mills.

For pure emotion, the highlight
came during the overly-long
business meeting of the Bth Air
Force Association, when represen-
tative families from France,
Belgium and Holland were in-
troduced. These people had all
helped 8th Air Force personnel in
their attempts to evade capture,
and had been successful in this
most hazardous work. They receiv-
ed lengthy, standing ovations from
the hundreds of men who came to
the business meeting.

In addition to those brought by
the Escape and Evasion Society,
two other evadees had also
brought couples on their own to
whom they felt indebted for their
very lives, and these visitors were
also introduced.

William M. Collins and Joseph
Marciano were nominated from the
floor as 306th representatives on
the Bin's board of directors, but

. meEitnerwas elecied.

The ranking veteran of the 306th
attending was Maj. Gen. James S.
Cheney, onetime 423rd and Group
navigator, and later judge advocate
general of the Air Force. Col.
George L. Robinson, who served
the longest term as 306th comman-
ding officer, was there, along with
Col. John Lambert, former
squadron commander.

Maynard H. (Snuffy) Smith, the
only Congressional Medal of
Honor winner out of the 306th, was
in attendance, and also took part in
various honor activities.

Overacker, 80th
Birthday, 22 Feb

Col. Charles B. (Chip) Overacker,
Jr., the first commanding officer of
the 206th Bombardment Group,
from March 1942 to January 1943,
g”,; celebrate his 80th birthday 22

a0,

The editor interviewed Col.
Overacker in Denver last October
and found him to be today a very
Sharp and interested individual. He
recalls vividly the events of those
early months of combat and many
of the Personalities who worked
with him in the firm establishment

_ofthe group.

It has been suggested that birth-
day cards from members of the
306th would be appropriate. His ad-

dress is 421 Dexter, Denver, CO
80220,





















