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In part as a tribure to Lee Kessler, who died in October 2003, we are running this sketch above, which was done by Kessler and sent to D Thurman Shuller, the original flight surgeon
for the 306th, In wrn, recentdy, Shuller came across the skerch and Kessler's letter to him.

It is particularly appropriate to run it at this time, as "our” world is in some of the turmoil that many of us may have witnessed ourselves during our times of service for our country.

Lee came to the 306th 16 Apr 42 and became engineer on William Melton's crew, which ditched off the coast of Ireland while en route to Prestwick and Thutleigh. Lee became a POW
when as engineer for Maxwell Judas, their plane was shot down 21 May 43 on a Wilhelmshaven mission. Lee was president of the 306th Association at the time of his death.

The book jacket on the first edition of First Over Germany was a painting done by Lee of his plane as it was going down. He also did portraits from time to time of 306th men. If you
have one, the editor would like to receive a copy of your print that he can use in a later issue. Doc Shuller was one of those he so honored.

Dr. Shuller:

Last week [ attended a POW chapter
meeting where a doctor, a psychologist,
who works at times for the VA was the
speaker. He remarked in his talk of
artending a reunion of a bomber group,
and when he said that reunions were the
best therapy the men could have, |
immediately thought of you and our
group. He said men ralk openly of things
they've held back for years and should
have or just now getting out of their sys-
tems. In your recent letter you men-
tioned the pilot who told you at the
Omaha reunion how he felt. This is very
true and | found something out this
summer along those lines.

I wrote in my Christmas letter abour a
reunion of POWs. [ am sending you a
copy of the news article thar started the
whale chain of events, which, by the
way, is still going on. In chis article it
mentions an Ed Allen who was in the
same POW camp with me, but | never
knew him until this reunion. At ene
time in the hatel suite Ed was being

interviewed by some one on the phone
and | was listening. The interviewers
seemed to ask the standard question,
"What scems to stick in your mind most
of your days as a POW?" This has a
thousand answers, bur this was Ed's
story:

"When we were being evacuated and
were on the road on forced march, we
passt_‘d. th: Eunctntratiun Caml:l-.
Mulhousan. As we walked along this
road there were groups of Hungarian
Jews whao, as we found out, worked in a
quarry nearby. They were walking skele-
tons. Occasionally we would hear a shot
and pass a body lying on the side of the
road. A horse-drawn wagon would come
along and other prisoners would throw
them on. One of these, exhausted from
starvation, fell and was too weak to ger
up. With his last bit of energy he took a
photograph from his pocket and kissed it
as the 88 guard shot him in the head. Ed
relared thar he still had dreams of chis
incident."

When Ed hung up from the interview,
| said. "Ed you are not going to believe

this, but I have something I want you w
see. I'll bring it tomorrow.” (I was not
staying in Cleveland but was driving
back and forth from home). On this
march we moved in groups of 500. I was
not in Ed's group and did not actually
see the man shot, but | did see the man's
body and the photograph and walked
closer, so as to see better. The picture
must have been of his wife and two chil-
dren. There was a very colorful butterfly
that had lit on the hand making a
marked contrast to the dirty drab striped
clothing that he wore. This made such
an impact on me thart | alse never forgor
it. | could not get aver the fact that here
was a person whose family was God
knows where, probably scattered over
Europe. No one would know the time,
place, or how he died and | felt every
person should have the right to die with
dignity. Not long after this we were
given a rest. As we were stopped along
the road another small group of these
Jews came along and their guards
Slﬂppfd rhtm -E.I'Il:l [JII:{I:.'L! With our
guards. One of our guys thought he was

bcing nice and threw a cigarette over to
these prisoners, [t was like thmwing a
hﬂﬂc to a buncl‘l nfhungr}r dDES.. Thﬁ'}"
Fnught for the cigarette and the guard.
infuriated, began to scream and hit them
with his rifle and knocked some of them
down. He got the cigarette, and then to
show who was in charge, he pmcccdcd
to hit one of the men who was on the
ground, so weak he probably would have
died anyway. He kept screaming for him
to stand up and acmall}r smashed the
man's head. We were all hu"ering at
him, calling him names, and one of our
guys went for him as some of the others
tried ro hold him back. The guard hit
him with the butt of his gun, and he
walked the rest of the march with a bro-
ken nose and black eyes.

Some time in the middle 1950s 1
decided to make a picture of the man
with the photograph. I started and made
a rough outline and worked ar it, but
Lhini{jng rhﬂ.t o ane WU‘U[d unlicrstﬂnd
the meaning or ﬁ::|ing that | had of this,

continued on page 2
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John J. Allen, 369th crew chief, died 11
Aug 2006 in Des Moines, IA. He spent
28 years as an inspector for the fowa
Dept. of Transportation, retiring in Jul
82. Allen leaves his wife, Doris, 3¢, 6gc,

Sgge.

Daniel J. Barberis, 423rd
navigator (Jim Leach
crew), died 24 Nov 2005
in Middlebury, VT. Dan
had a more exciting com-
bat tour than most, ditch-
ing with the Robert H. Smith crew in
the English Channel and spending a day
and a half there before rescue. This was
on 21 May 43, and the crew survived,
being rescued by a British ship. On his
18th mission he became a POW with
Stephen W, Peck's crew on a mission to
Kassel, Germany 28 Jul 43. He became
a lithographer, and he and his wife.
Grace seldom missed a reunion. He also
leaves 2c, 2gc.

Hallis F. Chase, 423rd engineer
(Harold Fossum crew) died 2 Jul 06 in
Foley, AL. He worked for 30 years on
the Panama Canal as a shift supervisor.
He leaves his wife, Emilia, 6¢, 13gc,
12gge. Hal came to the 306th 3 Apr 44
and finished a our in Aug 44.

Pete Dascoulias, 423rd waist gunner
{(Jim Leach crew), died 16 May 2001 in
Warren, OH. He became a POW after
his plane, piloted by Norman Armbrust,
was downed 26 Jul 43 on a mission to
Hannover. Returning home, he worked
for the Warren Water Dept. He leaves
his wife, Bessie, 3¢, 4gc, 2gge.

Arthur B. Hammond, 368th navigator
(Ivan Oberhelman crew), died 6 Aug
2006 in Spartanburg, SC. He was
retired from USAF Beserve, and as
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chairman, BB] Home Furnishings,
Spartanburg. Art leaves his wife, Ann,
2¢, 3ge. He was with the 306cth 15
May/Dec 1944.

Roy W. Howard, 369th bombardier
(Martin Newstreer crew), died 11 Oct
2005 in Austin, TX. He was in USAF
pilot training 49-50 and was a B-47
crew commander. In SAC he won a
humbing competition. He retired in
Aug 71. Graduating from the U-Omaha
in 1965, MA-UCal, he became a reha-
bilitation facilities examiner for the
Texas Rehabiliation Comm. Leaves his
wife, Dottie, 3c, 11ge, 16ggc.

Jack A. Lawrenz, 368th waist gunner
(James Martin crew) died 9 Feb 06 of
lung cancer in Bellaire, FL. Coming to
the Group in Sep 44, he ended his Tour
Jan 45.

Charles T. Niblack, 368th pilot, died
12 Jul 2006 in Houston, TX. He arrived
with the Group 4 Jun 44 and finished
up 6 Oct 44, He was a graduate of the
U-Texas '49 and also from the Pasadena
CA School of Fine Arts. He was a certi-
fied petroleum land man and also an
artist and sculptor. Charles leaves his
wife, Eleanor ls.

Wilbur C Wieland, 423rd pilot, died 5
Jan 2006 in Orangeburg, SC. He came
to the Gmup 3 Apr 44 and finished in
Jun 44,

Charles N. Yeager, 423rd waist gunner,
(Kenneth Blackshaw crew), died 15 Aug
06 in Nescopek, PA. Post combat, he
was a phntugraph:r in Casey Jones. He
was a g,radual:c of the Phi|ac|:|phi.1
School of Opricians, and retired from
the Yeager Oprical Co. He leaves his
wife, Carol, 1d.
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Mission Reports are a big item for
people to buy. If your Dad flew with us
we can probably find his name in
Mission Reports. If you are bereft of
data we can probably give you an idea as
to when he flew and the dates of his
missions,

In this way you may learn more about
his experiences with the 306th, whether
actually in combat or not.

These books are also available in
England at the 306th Museum at
Thurleigh. The 306th is the only bomb
group that boasts it's own museum in
England. Significant things to be found
in the muscum include a .50 caliber
waist gun from one of our planes thar
went into the water off the coast of
Sweden. The machine gun was found by
Swedish divers, and was later shipped 1o
the Thurleigh Museum where it is now
exhibited.

Also in our museum is a Norden

bomb sight, which had long been a pos-

Wmmm%' e Gr
fallow the 306th through the combat period

First Over Germany by Russell A, Strong
A 325 page narrative history of the 3062,
100 picrures & 1700 names. Fourth edinon

306th Echoes Book 800 pages,
including 25 veirs of our quartedy
newspaper, BxW & colorn.

306¢h Combar Crews More chan
300 identified combar crews are
pictured. Individuals are indesed.
The Reich Wreckers 80 pages £6.00
of charts & other daru covering

341 combar missions. Prepared by

Charles ]. Westgare 111

Squadron Combar Diaries Mare than

100 pages each, compiled daily afrer missions

by Squadron Intelligence officers. Also

inchuded are rosters of Specialty persannel.
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I tucked it away in a drawer and Fnrgut
about it. Then in 1974 1 had a heart
attack, and after intensive care T was
placed on a bland diet. One of the meals
I was given was plain boiled potatoes
with some other tasteless food., With no
salt, pepper or butter, 1 could not finish
it. When we were first caprured and
were in solitary confinement, our food
consisted of some warm ersatz tea in the
moring and three boiled poratoes ar
night. I had never eaten boiled potatoes
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Make check to 306th BG Assn. and mail to Secretary: 306 Bamb Group Assn.

5323 Cheval Place
_L’:Iu_ rlotte, NC 28205
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OBITUARIES Thurleigh Museum Now Boasts New Item

session of George Kerr, 423rd bom-
bardier. George shipped it to Thurleigh
via express, and it is something thar all
visitors to the museum want to see.
George and his pilot Roy Trask are pic-
tured with the sight.

Soon to be displayed at the museum
also will be a Medal of Honor for Snufty
Smith, the first enlisted man to receive
such a medal in the 8th Air Force. This
was made possible through the efforts of
Congressman Michael McCaul of Texas,
a friend of Royce Hopkins.

If you are interested in making contri-
butions to the Museum it will help you
to be in contact with Ralph Franklin.
His address appears in the credits box
on this page. He knows the exhibit well
and can apprise you what can be used
for the future.

Another asser ar the museum, for
which we are grateful, is the cabinet
artistry of one of Ralph's sons and who
works for a display company.

........................................ continued from cover

since withour salt, pepper or butter. That
night I dreamt [ was back in camp. The
next day was the most depressing day of
my life. | thought of many things, and
especially of that man with the photo.
As time went on | decided to finish the
picture and had my wife bring me the
unfinished piece, ink and pens. [ worked
on it until I was finished. It had become
as much of interest 1o the purses as o
me and they checked daily on the
progress. When they understood the
meaning of it, I knew it wasn't too bad,
as every picture must tell a story. [ purt it
away after | went home and the amazing
thing was | never dreamt or thought
about it afrerwards as though 1 had
cleared it from my mind. It had been
stuck away with other L{raw[ngs and |
never looked at it untl this summer w
show Ed.

We were to appear on a TV alk show
that mnrning and befare the show |
showed the picture to Ed. He broke
down. I didn't realize it would have that
effect on him and was sorry | ler him see
it, but his wife showed it to the producer
and he went wild over it. v was }}ull:::d
by the cameras and discussed on the
show and the story you are reading was
told. Some at the convention saw it and
many who saw the actual scene openly
talked abour it and some of their wives
actually thanked me as they seemed 1o
realize what was inside their husbands
Whl'_'l- NEVET lﬂl{i thcm bCL'ﬂ.Ll'.‘iL' th-’.‘.‘}" I'—Clt
‘vou just wouldn't understand.’ I just got
a letter from a guy in Mississippi, whom
| don't know bur remembers the inci-
dent and just wanted to let me know he
saw the picture. | fele gnud when I came
home from that reunion I think because
of the confession type talk sessions that
brings out things that we thought we
had no one to discuss with. | get the
same ﬁ::|ing after our 306th reunions
Eﬂd ma)’bc S0OIme {]1: [h: “'I..I.I'.I.SCCI'.I. sca.rs"
are relieved a bit.

The fact that you were there as our
doctor and a humanitarian, I thought
you would understand this picture.

Sincerely,
Lee Kessler
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Mission Reports
Remain Popular

The 306th Bomb Group Association
has supplied one more air museum with
a set of our Mission Report documents,
the wheels turning 6 September 2006 in
the office of the secretary. Six boxes of
documents, weighing 150 pounds were
mailed to the Museum of Flight, a cre-
ation of The Boeing Company, in
Seattle,

This is the second complete collection
to be housed. Two sets of the docu-
ments were created at one time, with
the first being presented to the 8th AF
Museum ar Savannah, GA, by Albert
McMahan, the immediate past president
of the Association. These two sets were
made possible through the gencrosity of
Dr. Herman Kaye, our president.

A third set, now in possession of the
secretary’s office, will eventually be
housed in the Kalamazoo Air-Zoo at
Kalamazoo, Michigan, along with all the
materials now in the secretary’s office at
Charlotte, NC. This will occur on his
retirement or other removal of the secre-
tary. The shipping cost was $189, which
came from the secretary’s budger.

With those three sets distributed from
coast to coast, will enable future
researchers in distant places 1o make use
of the materials.

JﬂLPIUPDE ﬂi: WI'IEI d'ICEC nurmai'}r con-
t:r_in drc I'J.'.IC cumma.nd:rrs I"L'P'CIIT on a
mission, chares of the route, formation
charts, engineering reports, crew lists,
prepared at interrogation of the mission,
and in the second half of the war the
crew roster was prepared by operations
people and then checked and filled in
with details for each crew.

Unforrunately, some materials disap-
peared while National Archives was not
keeping a close eye on visiting
rescarchers at their Washington offices. |
was told by one of the enlisted
Intelligence men late in the war that he
was there when the 306th packed up
and that grear care was taken to insure
that these files were complete when they
were shipped back to Washington in
1945.

The secretary selected personally the
pages which appear in the 306th collec-
tion as he was gathering marerials for
the writing of First Over Germany. At
that time he noted that out of 18 Berlin
missions flown by the 306th, there are
full details for only about half the mis-
sions.

Ar first Strong gathered marerials on
missions which he planned to write
about. When he supplied some of this
data to Donald R. Ross, the Judge
found them so interesting that he con-
vinced our officers and directors to
expand the collection to all of our mis-
sions. Today the secretary believes thar
over 10 years or more about $8,000 was
spent for these detailed materials.

In closing it is recalled that the late
Reg Thayer asking if it wasn't too much
for the 306¢th to charge $5 for three
mission reports. He grudgingly gave
Strong $5, but within a week called o
ask him to supply Reports for all his
missions and a check arrived in a couple
of days. Thayer flew 50 missions with
the 15th AF in Italy, and then wangled
4 tmﬂsfcr to TI.'I'C ﬂl‘h ﬂ.l'lEI. HCW anoth:r

29 missions, becoming Squadron
Bombardier.

(I-r)Rayce Hopkins and Michael McCaul

Congressman Honors Smith with
Congressional Medal of Honor for Museum
by the Honorable Michael McCaul

I am honored to be here today to pay
tribute o a true American hero -
Sergeant Maynard Harrison "Snuffy”
Smith of the 306th Bombardment

_Gmup. Sg[. Smith received the Medal of
Honor for his selfless and héroic action
in the service of his COURtry over Mazi-
occupied Europe during World War II.

On May 1, 1943, the airplane on
which Sgt. Smith was serving was hit
several tmes b}' antiaircraft fire and the
cannon shells of Nazi Eght:r plants.
Two crewmembers were s:riuush.f
wounded, the aircraft's oxygen system
was shot out and several viral conrtrol
cables were severed when intense fires
ignited in the radio compartment and
waist sections of the airplane.

The fire grew so intense that the
ammunition onboard bcgan to cxplcldc
and the radio, the gun mount and cam-
era melted. The situation became so des-
perate that 3 of the crew bailed our into
the open sea.

It was then that Strgc.‘mt Smith, who
Wwils serving on his very first combat mis-
sion, sprang to action. He threw the

exploding ammunition overboard,
manned the workable guns and fought
off the German fighters by himself. He
then administered first aid to a wound-
ed comrade, and, wrapping himself in a

- protective cloth, he completely extin-

guished the fire by hand and ultimately
saved the lives of his crewmembers and
himself.

Sgt. Smith's selfless gallantry in
action, undaunted bravery and loyalry to
his aircraft and his fellow crewmembers
is an inspiration to all the U.5. Armed
Forces. Sgr. Smith was the first enlisted
man in the 8ch Air Force awarded this

This duplicate Medal of Honor that 1
am presenting here will be framed and
displayed in the Thurleigh Airficld
Museum of the 306th Bomb Group in
England. The 306th Bomber Group is
the only World War II bomb group that
has its own museum. Therefore, it is my
distinct honor and privilege to present
the Medal of Honor for Sergeant
Maynard Harrison Smith to Royce
Hopkins, Treasurer of the 306th
Bomber Group.

Maynard
(Snuffy) Smith
was the first
enlisted man
in the 8th Air
Force to be
awarded the
Congressional
Medal of
Honor, Several
officers pre-
ceeded him in receiving this honor.

Smith came forward on a | May 1943
mission to St. Nazaire, An error in navi-
gation brought the 306th over the har-
bor of Brest, France, with the 306th for-
mation being subjected to intense anti-
aircraft fire ar under 12,000 feer,

Three planes went down in the

harbor with only three survivors.

L. L. P Johnson was the pilot of the
plane in which Smich was traveling as a
ball turret gunner, his very first combar
mission.

Smith was unique in actually receiving
the Medal of Honor in the combar area.
Most are awarded by the President in
Washington. Smith flew five more mis-
sions and remained at Thurleigh until
early 1945 when he was returned to the
States. The Sccretary of War, Henry
Stimson, carried the medal in his pocket
to England and pinned it on Smith at
Thurleigh on 15 July 1943,

(Chapter 8 in First Over Germuany has
a detailed account of Smith and the

Medal).

Brice Robison Funny
from the Ball Turrent

I listened to all the “shot down” personal
experiences of the guys in the prison camp.
The tellers of the tales, were all apologetic
or humbled, as to why they were spared,
and their flying “buddics” hadn't made it.

Omar Khayyam’s moving finger wrote the
scenario, and the living were suffering in
their conscious, as to the "Why of i2”

Bailess asked me, knowing I came into the
Air Force from the Canadian Tank Corps, [
related 1o Bailess and any others whe were
interested, how I got into the Air Foree. 1
transferred from the Canadian to the
American Armed Forees in England, Feb.
3,1943. The wransfer was overdue in hap-
pening for 14 months. The Canadian
authorities assured me, when and if the
United Stares came into the war, T could
immediately transfer into the American
Forces. The holdup of my transter wasn't
with them, but by the American
Government who refused to accept my
transfer. A real mish-mash that only the
House and Senate could devise.

I was guilty of Swearing Allegiance w a
forcign king, and a foreign country, and
consequently lost my ULS. Citizenship.
There was only one way to legally get it
back.

My name and place of domicile had to be
read on the Senate floor by my Senator
Knowland of California, followed by a voice
vote of yea or nay by the Senate Body, A
majority vote of yea would reconstitute my
citizenship.

As you know, nothing is ever done in
haste by the U.5. Senate. My mother con-
tacted Senator Knowland on Jan. 3, 1942,
and the transfer came 1o pass a year plus
later.

All the Americans in the Canadian Army
who requested. transfers were gathered u
and sent to a barhed wire Eufbi:f'in Eu:rrfch
with English M.I''s ar the gare. We were
processed by the Canadians on Feb.2,1943,
and discharged on that date.

Early the next morning, we were given
physicals by the American Army, and sworn
in as bona-a-fide America Gls Feb. 3, 1943,
The Canadians who transferred to the
American Army were sent to the Litchfield
Barracks, in Litchficld, England. All the
prisoners in the Federal Penitentiaries were
sent to Litchfield at the same time. (These
were convicts who were accepted into the
Army.)

We Canadian soldier transferees needed
basic training like dogs need fleas. We also
received the same contempuible treatment as
the ex-convicts, from the Cadre Seaff. [
stood a Court Martdal dhrear twice for refus-
ing to go into a laundry desail unit in North
Africa, and for refusing to accepra
Quartermaster Unit to the same desert.

Ernie Kovacs, the soon to be actor comic,
procured an Air Force application for him-
self and me, to formally apply for an Air
Force transfer. Ernie went back to the States
with an Air Force Bond Sales Group, and 1
went to an Air Force replacement depor. 1
was sent from there to the 306th. Bomb
Group.

I had never been inside a B-17 unul [ flew
a practice gunnery mission over The Wash.
Everybody thought T'd been trained in the
States, and that T was sent over as a trained
replacement. 1 didn't want to say anything
contrary for fear of being sent back to the
Army.

On my first ewo flights, [ thought there
were an awful Jot of Wilco's and Rogers in
the plane with me. 1 knew my machine
guns because we had almost the same type
in our Churchill tanks. What T didn't know
about was oxygen, heaved suits, or para-
chutes. Fortunately, a waist gunner detected
my lack of knowledge, and show of incom-
petence. He rescued me, especially with the
oxygen masks, which were the old balloon
type. The mask required char the pin be

continued on page 4


















