5323 E’fxem‘ Place  Charlotte, NC 28205

'

N - e Pl -

ChongeScrvice Requesied

What Happened to Someone’'s Airplane?

We wondered too. Thar is until we happened 1o think of the Control Tower Logs, which we have, thanks ro Bill Carlile, which
explains most of it neatly. Bill didn't happen o be on duty when the above crash wok place 5 miles S5E of the field, “"Y-Yoke called
us on r/t and gave us the position. He said some of crew were out near plane. Called Division, crash crew; hospiral, M.Ps, Col.
Robinson, Ops. That was logged in at 1630, and by 1640 "Div wants information on crash when we get ir.” 1845 "Nouified Div re:
Crash a/c. Fire broke out in #2 engine and cockpit, #2 & then #1 engine stopped so they made an emergency landing in field. No
one hurt”, This plane was not on the combar mission flown to Thionville, France, on this date, 9 May 1944,
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Curmudgeon is in Control Now!

Your "friendly” Curmudgeon is in the dri-
ver's seat right now. He started 3068k Echoes
about 40 years ago and has been at it ever
since,

He also controls the mailing list, which is
the reason for him writing you today. In
notes which came to me after the last issue,
and for which | duly made corrections for
this issue, | noted some timbre in the com-
munications, which occasioned this expatia-
tion on my part

When we got that first mailing list going,
with a lor of help fram Bill Collins, 1 rea-
soned that WE were representing a whally
Mule organization, and the mailing was set
up around those males, most of whom had
gone to England for a few days to three

years, and each entry therefore put that
ground pounder or fly boy in the "Car-Bird”
seat. As some men tended to die early we
removed their names from the List. Then
some wives told us that they read Echoes
and even read it wo their husbands.

We began keeping widows, etc. on our mail-
ing and in order to be able to keep track as
to whose name was on the list we kept the
men's name there.

MNow, as the Curmudgeon has erouble
remembering anyone's name we are NOT
going to change the system as we reach the
end of our lives. We can't keep track of the
widows-and others, so we are going to stick
with our present method of handling names.
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We’ve Been to
Omaha Before!

For several years the 306th had its
reunions with the 8th Air Force Historical
Society Group. Not only did we have the
largest membership of any Bomb Group in |
the 8th, bur ar each reunion we also had the
biggest representation.

At that period we learned thar those who
were running the big reunion were not pay-
ing much attention o the arrendees. We
asked for space to get the 306¢h together at
Cincinnati and they told us to go find our
own rooms for any such activities, and
essentially said they were not interested.

So, with i lirtle ingenuity we did manage
a meeting of the 306th only, with a large
number of the men on hand, at which time |
Judge Donald B, Ross, a onetime 306th
Group bombardier who had larer moved
through legal cireles to an appointment as a
Federal Circuit Judge. (It is a lifetime
appointment, and his declining health has
forced him to take inactive starus).

He had been hopeful that he could han-
dle this Omaha reunion, so the membership
a year ago at San Anronio voted to have the
2006 reunion in Omaha. But the health of
the Judge and his wile, Janice, is such that
we just hope they will be able to participate
this year on a limited basis. Tn their place,
volunteered o serve as the Omaha chair-
man.

The dates for us to be there are 1
MNovember through 1o Sunday morning, 4
MNovember. Registration will begin
Wednesday noon and will carry on as long
as it is needed. On page B of this issue of
Echoes are registration forms for the hotel
and for registration for the 306th. Adequate
information will be found there and note .
that the two registrations go to different i
places.

On this page to be found is the various
activities and the necessary time schedule o
get you where you need to be and when,
Included on the schedule is the annual busi-
ness meeting for the 306th Association and
presiding will be Dr. Herman Kaye, 423rd.
The chairman of the nominating commitree
is the immediare past president, Albert
McMahan: Also participating will be
Robert Rockwell, vice president, Russell
Strong, secretary, and Royee Hopkins, treas-
Lrer,

A Treasure for Family and Other Enthusiasts

When it was decided to print a one vol-
ume edition of Three 0 Sixeh Echoer, as a
tribute to the 25 years that our quarterly
newspaper had been appearing, we moved
along on planning, but almost stalled when
it came to binding "our” edition of the
“Sears Roebuck Cartalog.”

The book is 800 pages long, with pages
reduced to 8 1/2 x 11, And in order to get it
printed and bound, we had to commit 1o
500 copies. Initially we sold a bir over half
of them, and they are a slow but constant
seller.

As it is perting lare in che life of the
306eh, we are anxious to unload more of
them. The editor finds ir is still interesting

reading and interesting looking,

The price has been reduced to a bargain
basement $40. We urge you o place your
orders so thar we can sell as many as possi-
ble. There may be a few on hand at the
reunion, but don't count on getting yours
there. Instead, arder it now, so you can use
it for your leisure time rcading this summer.

The arder form for our publications
appears on page 2 of this issue of Eohoes, We
also suggest that you will enjoy the crew pic-
tures, more than 300 of them in a book,
and "The Reieh Wheckers", a statistical study
that was done several years ago, and which
makes a nice addendum vo "Firse Oper
Crermpamy. "



Walter H. Albertson, 369th crew chief,
died 17 Mar 2006 in Wilchford,
Cambridgeshire, England. He joined the
Group 1 Aug 42, and got to Thureigh 6
Sep '42. He departed Thurleigh 28 Jul 45,
with his British wife Peg. Recalled to service
during Korea, he worked on B-295 in
Okinawa. He then completed a flight engi-
neers course and went to B-502 fying over
Russia from Alaska; then 3 yrs. in Bermuda
with the 59th Weather Squadron. Then it
was back to school for training in jet aircralt
ending up flying C-140s in and out of
Vietnam. Retirement caught up with him in
Sept 1967, On 2 Oct he and Peg retumed to
England and he worked on American bases
for 16 years,

Donald W. Baltzer, 368th bombardier (]
Ray Coleman crew), died 7 Apr 2005 in
Escondido: CA. He joined the 306th 18
MNov 43 and completed combat 9 May 44.
Don retired in 1978 after 30 years as office
machine repair supervisor 18 Nov 43 for the
San Dicgo schools. After combat he was a
bombardier instructor on B-29s. His wife
had died in 2001,

Cecil L, Brooks, 367th radio operaror
PO (Lawrence Kooima crew) died 1 May
2006 in Banham, TX. He had come to the
Group 28 May 43 and was MI1A 8 Ocr 43
on a mission o Bremen. Caprured, he was
in Stalag Luft XVIIB until freed 3 May 45.
He leaves his wife, Eva, 4c, 11ge, 15ggc.

Paul M. Campbell, ath-
letics coordinator, died
22 Tune 2006 in
Charlowe, NC..

Sqdn, he also played
baseball for our base team
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OBITUARIES

and in 1944 was on an all-sm@r team that
played at American bases throughour
England. Following WWII he played major
league baseball with the Boston Red Sox and
Detrait Tigers, after service, beginning a life
thar included 57 years in professional base-
ball. After his playing days stopped he was 2
minor league coach and manager. In 1957
he was with the Louisville Colonels and the
next year went to the Cincinnati Reds, first
as a scout where he signed Tommy Helms,
and then in 1964 was signed as traveling
secretary. In 1978 he retired from thar post
and went back to scouring for the Reds, in
Tennessee. He had played with Ted
Williams, Dom DiMaggio, Jimmy Foxx,
Bobby Doerr, Rudy York and others, against
Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio and Bill Dickey,
and saw Babe Ruth play. His two wives died
before he did and he leaves 3¢, 3gc, 2gec

Raymond J. Dann, 423th pilot, died 11
Apr 2006 in Titusville, FL. He had arrived
with the 306th 9 Apr 45 and flew three
combat missions. He flew with the Casey
Jones aerial mapping project of Europe and
North Africa, then retired from the USAF
Reserve in 1961, He retired 1 Sep 87 and
leaves his wife Maxine,

William H. Feeser, assistant crew chief and
airplane inspector, died 12 May 2006 in
Morehead, NC. After he left the service he
became an auto parts manager far a
Chevrolet dealership, Services were held in
Silver Spring, MDD} and interment was in
Arlington National Cemetery. He leaves his
wife, Polly, and a son.

to the 4th Sta (’ump Howard C. me!ﬂugﬁ who wo EE?I

the salvage section of the 12087th
Quartermaster Group, died in Oct. 2005 in

Johnstown, PA. He was a crane operator for
US Steel for 21 years. He died of cancer,

leaving his wile, Kathleen, 1d.

Clayton M. Gilliam, 36%ch waist gunner
{Edward Sandini crew), died 13 Apr 2006 in
Jefferson, LA, He arrived with the group 2
Mar 45.

Burnell C. Hoffacker, 369th waist gunner,
died 22 Apr 2006 in Hanover, PA. He had
joincd the Group 20 Feb 44 and Aew cight
missions. He lefr the 306th in Sep 45, then
later retired as a service rechnician for
Columbia Gas Co. He leaves his wife,
Pauline,

Frank L. Krzyston, 368th pilot, died 26
Aug 2005 in Elizabeth, N]J. He came to the
306th 21 Apr 1944 and completed his 30
mission tour 21 Apr 44. He leaves his wife,
Wanda.

Daryl W. Phillips, 423rd, a co-pilor upon
coming te the 306th, Daryl progressed 1o
pilot and completed a 35-mission tour. This
was followed by a stint as a transport pilot
until he moved to the USAF Reserves: He
became a Fresno city fireman until recalled
to active duty in 1951, Assigned o SAC, he
checked ourt in B-50s, B-47s and B-52s. He
was a squadron commander in SAC, and
then went back to combat duty in Thailand
during Vietnam activities. He said his best
durty ever came with a five-year sting at
Hickam Field, Hawaii. He died 20 Jun 2006
in Clovis, CA. He leaves two daughrers, a
son, 7gc, 8gge. Son, Scott 15 a full colonel on
active dury, Col. Scorr R. Phillips, whose
wife is Lt. Col. Linda M. Phillips {ret.)

R.n:hard‘W Russell, 36?th gunner, dsed in

ﬂ}rmg with %ﬁ 1 ng:c 1crrw on A
Noball mission planned for bombing just
over the French Coast. The waist (left) gun-
ner was hit by .50 caliber, which came
through behind the ball rrer in the direc-

tion of the rail, hit the left waist gunner and
splattered several fragments in his head and
neck. Magee turned back 7 miles from the
encmy coast on course at 0925 hours,

Russell leaves 2c.

Donald M. Sandercock, co-pilor for the
368th (Richard Jones crew) and also flew as
a pilot for the 367th Squadron. He complet-
ed his combat tour in Apr 45, For 35 years
Sandercock was a research engineer for

MNASA. Don leaves his wife, Louise, 6c, 9gc,
2gpc.

Charles Vondrachek, 367th engincer
(Alden Mann crew), died 7 Dec 2005 in
Manitowae, WL after a long illness. He Hew
his first mission | May 1943, Snoff Smith's
Medal of Honor day, and which was a day
for a number of medals o be given out.
Chuck received a Distinguished Service
Cross, Amenica's #2 medal. When his wp
turret was hit by attacking Lufrwaffe planes,
Vondrachek was knocked 1o the floor. But
he dimbed back into his
wrret and continued fir-
ing his twin guns. He
later survived on another
mission when he bailed
sout of Clyde Cosper's
stricken plane over
England. Vondracheck
also received a British Distinguished Flying
Cross (pictured). He was the 2415t EM 1o
complete a tour 4 Jan. 44. He leaves his
wife, Berte. 3e, Sge.

Pervis Earl Youree, an original pilot with
the 423 Squas.fmn. died 10 Apr 2006 in

Thurleigh 5 Jun 43, .'!'Lﬁ'i:l' service he com-
pleted his law degree at the University of
Oklahoma, and had been in private practice
since then, He leaves his wife, Juanita, 3c.

Air Zoo Players Perform
at Aviation Museum

Kalamaroo Air Zoo visitors have been
able to interact with 5 and of
history, thanks to thrﬁilbro}er playmﬂmﬂ:}hs
summer there will be mare players doing
more than just what Artistic Direceor Lynn
Jacobson called "guerrilla theatre”.

"We build everything from the botrom up
here" Jacobson said. The troupe, which has
expanded 1o nine, has actors who also write,
perform music and do research on historical
events an figures,

The players often wander about the muse-
um in costume and in character relling sto-
ries of aviation history. This summer they
will broaden their act. They have been
improvising on new sctipts that will become
one-act plays, w be performed in the round
on [11.: museum ﬂDDr.

Patrons will learn about the experiences of
Viemam War chopper pilots. Socialite
"Pancho" Barnes will speak on why she
rejected high society 1o become a pioneering
female pilot. Katherine Wright will explain
how she helped brothers Orville and Wilbur
Wright get their flying machine off the
gmund Flying aces WI.“ bring both World

Wars to light.

The focus is on education, Jacobson said.
The Smithsonian Instivution invited the Air
Zoo Players to on the innovative pro-

in March at the Mutual Coneerns of
Air and Space Museums seminar in
ington, D.C.

Prople "can go and watch a little bit of
history," Jacobson said. The Air Zoo Players
will perform regularly ar the museum
bem;n noon and 5 p.m. from June 17 wo
Sepr. 4.

The Kalamazoo Air Zoo will become the
repasitory for records accumulated by the
306th Bomb Growp Association since 1975,
The recovds will be dripped to Kalamazoo,

ML, wherve they will be available for use by

© stnedents and researchers.



History Book Club Uses Our Pictures v

Several Months ago the History Book
Club borrowed our color shots of B-17s in
formation. Someone else claimed eredit for
it, but the planes seen above George
Washingron and some Egyptian pharaonic
people are ours!

Four 306th planes, all tagged as being
367th planes with the yellow band on
the horizontal stabilizer, topped by the red
Hash at the top, and other symbols were
taken in May 1945 just after the war was
over. When this formation was put together
1o give ground personnel a chance 1o see
some of the places our planes had visited
while bombing, they often looked like this,
only in much greater numbers.

One of the passengers was a welder from

Michigan who had done much of the work
in preparing the first nose gun sticking our
of the plexiglass and over the bomb sight.
He was one of two from Thurlcigh to
receive-a Legion of Merit for his work,

A number of years later he sent yours truly
a roll of Eastman color film that had not
been processed. Being very wary of taking it
1o the corner photo shop for processing, 1
called my late brother-in-law who was then
the top financial man for U.S. Steel. 1 knew
that he and the treasurer of Eastman Kodak
were friends, and so | called my brother-in-
law and asked him to talk with his Kodak
friend, and that the Kodak people process
this "special” roll of film.

I mailed the film to my brother-in-law
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and he sent it on to Rochester, NY. In abourt
three weeks I received a package of 24 slides
and a set of 3x4 prints, | did not copyright
the slides and used them rather freely.

S0 that is the story of some treasured color
photos of our B-175, taken in a day when

Other Pictures Taken the Same Day
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few color prints were made.

But now through the good graces of Dr.
Herman Kaye, our Echoer is the most color-
ful of the publications of the 8th Air Force
bomb group associations. We hope that you
enjoy Echoer in color as much as he and |
do.

Detailing the Insignia: Triangle H is First Bombardment Division, 8th Air Force; red tip on fin is the 367th Squadron; horizontal yellow
band is 40th Combar Wing & the 306th; Numbers under H is plane number, large letter just above fuselage is 367th Squadron designator.



















