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New Banner to Float Over Thurleigh

If not aiready in the shy over the 306th Museum at Thurleigh, a gonfalon identifying our site fo all visitors will soon be in place. Shown above, the pennant was made for

us by o friend of Boyee Heghins. ot right, in Houston. Royee, o 367th pilot late in the war and beyond, through this develapment has helped greatly In the identification of
s eaitfoe en oy ofd afdfedd P voor gt vt tiere we faps Mot ot ot Sewaving o e droene oo deckoming Tow s oifers s e Guidig.

Skills Needed for Long Over Water Flights

Good Metro Winds & 'Dumb Irish Luck’

By John Gallagher
Formerly of 423rd Bb. 5q., 306 Bb. Gp.

Crewing Up
It's been a long time since the events that
follow ook place. | feel fairly confident char
some of thiem are correct because | still have
a batch of faded and dusty files containing
orders shipping me here, there, and yon. For
the rest ir’s just memory slightly warped by
thee passage of rime and probably also bent by
oy own tendency to make my role in things
turm ot well, Well, it was 59 years ago when
all of this took place.
| graduared as a 2nd Lieutenant from the

US. Ammy Air Corps Navigation School at
Selman Field, Monroe, LA on January 15,

1944, When | graduated [ was still 18. [
wonld be 19 on March 22. My assignment
was to report to Jrd Air Force Replacement
Depot, Plant Park, Tampa, Florida. I was
allowed a delay en route and scheduled o
report to Plant Park on Jan. 29. The delay en
route was terrific. | hitchhiked home by air
and made it to Coneord, MA in two days. [t
was great seeing my folks at home, sporting
my new uniform around town tosee old
friends. And particularly to see Connie
OMNeill, my high school girl friend. [ also
went down to the high school toseea
teacher [ was fond of and found thar my
showing up as a Znd lieutenant just 9 months
after leaving my senior class created a consid-
erable stir. | think that a couple of the male
teachers dhar | talked to exhibiced either
anger or jealousy, | enjoyed myself enormous-
ly bt was alse very anxious to ger on with
my journey to the war, [ left in whar |
thought was plenty of time to ger to Plant
Fark before Jan. 29 but found the waiting lists
ar military airfields jammed with troops of all
sorts, | made it, bur jusr about an hour before

| would have been AWOL.

Flant Park was a replacement depot that
moved people to other Air Corps bases that
specialized in assigning qualified crew mem-
bers to combat crews for combat in a variery
of different theatres of war, It seermed highly
disorganized to me. It was located in whart
appeared to be a large athleric field with sta-
dium and other ancillary buildings. [t was
quite difficult to find such odds and ends of
information as: to whom you reported, where
you were £o sleep, where toiler and bathing
facilities were located, etc. It was impossible
to find anyone who knew how long you
would be there, or where you were likely 1o
be sent. As it furmed out, it didn't matter. In
less than a week [ received arders sending me

to Direw Field, also in Tampa, FL, reporting
Feb. 4.

How to Speed up Combat

After 10 days at Drew field, [ was no closer
to being placed on a erew. Mast of the poren-
tial crewmembers | met were ambivalent
about getting crewed up in a hurry. It was
well known that England was filled to the
brim with Gl's waiting for the invasion of
Europe. Many thought the war would end
very quickly once an invasion ook place and
WETE NOE ANXIOUS tO just Armive Overseas as
the war ended and have their service time
extended in order to be part of an occupying
force. It was felt that once the end was in
sight, those of us in the States would all
receive discharges and head home it was, of
course, also true that | might not be sent to

. Europe but to the Pacific Theatre instead.

Somehow | tended o discount that possibili-
ty. | decided it might help if someone in the
business of making assipnments knew [ was
anxious to ger over hefore the war ended. |
locared and visited the office charged with
assipnments o crews and told them [ was
very anxious to get crewed up and sent over-
seas, They said they would keep me in mind.
In two days | had my assignment. 1 was
assigned to a crew whose Navigator had to be
remnoved for medical reasons. The crew had
been rogether for some time and | was told
there would be only a few more tmaining mis-
sions ar Drew hefore we left.

| was very nervous about my initial meet-
ing with the members of my new crew. As it
murried out, there was no need for concern.
We met ina group just before being briefed
foor my first raining mission with the crew,
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Savannah
Events Set,
Time Flies

Do you have your tickets, or is your car
ready, travel arrangements in hand!

It won't be too many weeks after you
receive this issue of Echoes before you
ought to be thinking seriously about reach-
ing Savannah. It’s a good trip however you
make it, and people will be on hand o
greet you along the Southeastern coast, an
early immigration point for many who came
to the New World to begin life over again.

While it won't be a start-over point for
you it will be a time of renewal of those
very special experiences which you had,
whenever and wherever you first came inro
contact with the 306th Bomb Group. From
the desert of Wendover, the airports, sea-
ports and points of arrival in the UK, a step
inn your life that brought you all kinds of
New experiences.

We know there were those who were
unthappy wirh an assignment here and
everywhere, there were those with whom

yoermay never have had a good relation-

ship, but this whole ventre inw a new
medium of warfare was an experience
which to some extent influenced your
entire life afrerwards—from the sublime o
the ridiculous, from life to death, from licle
education to the upper ends of that road,
from those who came from poverry o
wealth, from disappointments to great suc-
cess. And almose any of these extremes
men came and went through the 306th,
some in one direction and others in anoth-
ErL

Now we have come to that time for
renewal of experiences with as fine a group
of men as one could know. We know thart
to travel with a 306th group is a most plea-
surable experience, the same can be said for
coming together with them in reunions.

If you have not yet joined with the 306th
reunion group, by all means plan now,
make arrangements, gather up any family
who should and wanr o come. We will be
waiting to greet you in the spacious lobby of
the Marriotr Riverlront, 1t is indeed a most
pleasant place to be, and it is likely that
this will be the Group’s final gathering in
this place, not to denigrate Savannah and
the fabulous Mighty 8th Museum, but a
mere statement of fact, We must travel
back towards the midwest for 2004, as we
have been in the East long enough. And we
want you to be with us in this year and the
years ahead.

On page 8 of this issue you will find the
Daily Schedule for the reunion, and right
below it is the 306th Registration
Form...Fill it our, write your check and post
it to the address indicared. The third step
diwn the page is the reservation form for
the Marriott Riverfront Hotel, Or, as many
have already done (56 ar this writing) you
can call the hotel ar 912-233-7722 and ask
for the reservation desk. Be sure to have
your Visa, Master Charge, American
Express or other charge card number ready
to confirm your reservation.

What do we do ar reunions? My experi-

turn to page 3
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Obituaries

Alfred ] Ashton, 423rd bombardier
(William Fortson's crew), died 29 Aug
02 of a heart attack in Lawton, OK. He
joined the Group 29 Apr 44 and com-
pleted his missions, departing 13 Aug
44. He leaves his wife, Peggy.

Joseph C. Fowler, 367th navigator,
died 18 May 03 in Houston, TX. He
joined the group in December 43 And
flew his first mission to Halberastade 11
lan 44. He ended up flying 34 missions,
finishing 21 Jun 44. An avid tennis
player, Fowler retired from Texaco Corp.
He leaves his wife, Helen, 5¢, 11gc.

Leroy C Guthrie, 369th mechanic, died
28 Apr 02 in Ormond Beach, FL. He
leaves his wife, 2d.

Mareel A. McCartney, 423rd bom-
bardier {Roberr Mox crew), died 29 Jun
2002 in Simi Valley, CA. He came 1o
the Group 1 Jul 44 and finished his 35-
mission combat tour 18 Nov 44. After
the war he devored a major effore to
writing whar became two books. More
about these books and their availabiliy
can be found elsewhere in this issue, He
leaves 3¢, Tpe, Hagc.

Charles E. Paine, 367th tailgunner
(Richard Breed crew), died 2 Apr 01 in
Dietroit, Ml He came to Thurleigh 21
Aug 44 and flew his 35th mission on 3
lan 45. He retired as a senior master
sergeant, Michigan Air National Guard
in 1983. He rerired from Ford Motor
Co. 1 Jan ‘90 afrer 31 years. He leaves
ks wifie, Lots, 1s, 4ge, Toge.

v Y - Seaheen, e, Bl T\ beoy WL
’ in Verona, NJ. He had reported to the
306ch 13 Mar 44.

Burns W. Roper, 367th co-pilot (Paul
Marcin crew), died 20 Jan 03 in Bourne,
MA. He was the son of Elmo Roper, one
of the great polling organizers in the
country. At Bums' retirement in 1994
he was chairman of the board. His crew
lvad several interesting reunions, one of
which took them inside the doors in
London's Buckingham Palace. Burns

Leland Kessler, president, Anthony J.
Conroy, vice president; Russell A, Strong, sec-
retary; Robert M. Houser, treasurer; Royce
Hopkins, William F, Houlihan, Hugh E. Phelan,
Frederick P. Sherman, directors; Lowell W.
Burgess, past president.

Ralph Franklin, British representative,
Mational School Cottage, Weysoe, Beds.,
K44 2HP England; Telephone from U5
011-44-1234-708715.

306th Echoes is published four times annually:
January, April, July and October, and is mailed
free of charge to all known addresses of 306th
el 1942-45. Confributions in support of
he remitted to the treasurer.
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joined the Group 17 Jul 44 and com-
pleted his combat tour in Jan 45. He
leaves 4¢.3pc.

Frank D. Yaussi, assigned to the 423:d
squadron (William Warnert's crew}, died
7 Sep 03 In Glendale, CA, where he
had lived for many years. Early on
regarded as the leading bombardier for
the group, he was appointed Group
Bombardier 12 Dec 42, and continued
until his departure & Apr 43. He had
been a U-Kans graduate in 1939, He
received an Air Medal for his bombing
accuracy on the 13 Mar 43 mission and
a DEC for the mission of 6 Mar 43. He
was the Group’s first bombardier pro-
moted o major.

306th Family

Margaret Nelson, wife of Harold
Nelsan, 367th waist gunner (John
Heraty crew), died 7 Apr 02 in Sioux
City, [A. Besides her husband, she
leaves 2c, Sge.

Jane O’'Brien, widow of John | O'Brien,
423rd pilor, died 2 Aug 03 in Patterson,
NY. He had died 21 Dec 1988, She
leaves 2s, 3gc.

In Memory of...

Joseph Fowler, 367th navigaror, by Bab
Gill.

Barbara Beck, wife of Robert H. Beck,

4231d gunner, by Daryl Phillips.

‘Werner H. Kennedy, 367th engineer,
by Esrer Kennedy, his wife.

Memaorial gifts go into a special fund
administered by the Board of Directors

and are used for special purposes to ben-

efit the 306th BG Association.

/4
POWs:

Do You
Get All Benefits
From VA Funds?

Veterans Affairs wants former prison-
ers of war who are not getting disability
compensation, health care and other
henefits to contact the department. The
agency said recently an estimated
11,000 former POWSs are not getting
benefits to which they are entitled.
Included in the benefits they can now

obtain are free denral trearments if their

captivity lasted more than 90 days. If
there are 306'ers who are not now
included they ought to make contact
with the VA immediately.
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Squares Lend Themselves

to Visitors Afoot

From The Boston Globe

The deep green of live oak leaves. The
silver green of Spanish moss, darkened to
steel gray in the rain. The hard glossy
green of azalea bushes, The rusty green of
stubby salt marshes that seem to stretch
endlessly. The yellow green of potted
asparagus ferns, shot through with light
and air. The green of guiet.

While it has achieved national distinc-
vion for its emerald-themed St. Parrick's
Day celebration, Savannah is green most
of the year, thanks to the distinctive
squares that define and soften the inter-
sections of its perfectly gndded streets.
You cannot travel more than a few blocks
in the historical districr without running
smack into one of these miniature parks,
with their ancient live oaks spreading
gnarled, arthritic limbs in all directions
and dripping with Spanish moss, creating
a visual and topographical oasis that
invites pause.

Savannah's main squares are meant pri-
marily ro be viewed, not used in a recre-
ational sense. “No one picnics in the
squares except tourists,” says one desk
clerk on Qglethorpe Square. Those incer-
ested in sports, playgrounds, and picnics
gravitate to Forsyth Park, a 20-acre gem at
the southern tip of this historic district
that boasts playground equipment and
arhleric fields, as well as shaded walks,
mmonuments and a fountain.

306th MAIL ORDER MEMORABILIA

Eor visitors, Savannah's squares are a
delight. Put on your walking shoes to
enjoy this city's compact, verdant center.
Traffic is slower here than on the out-
skirts, and you'll be pleased to find that
pedestrians and automobiles are on equal
footing in the small rotaries the squares
create,

Of General Oglethorpe’s 24 original
squares, 21 survive, bordered by churches
and the homes for onetime merchants,
now occupied by real estate brokers, law
firms and inns.

SAVANNAH
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! Send this form and check to 306th Bomb Group Association to: Marty Lnanagrmtrr,i-j

Squadron Golf Shirts

Circle size in listing below:

Group Golf Shirts

_ Putty color
___Birch color
_ color
Caps

PO Box 918, Brunswick, OH 44212

Embroidered with B-17, squadron # and group #

___367thred M, L, XL §22.00
___368th white M, L, XL $22.00
___3609th green M, L, XL $22.00
_423rd blue M, L, XL $22.00

Embroidered with 306th logo on left pocket

S, M, L, XL $22.00
S, M, L XL $22.00
S, M, L XL $22.00

2X, 3% add $5.00
2%, 3X add $5.00
2%, 3% add $5.00

Items of all kinds for the
Thurleigh Museum can
be mailed to the address
shown below:

HQ, 3rd Air Force
Historian’s Office

APO 09459

_ Grey baseball, embroidered with

First over Germany, B-17, 306th Bomb Group $12.00
___Royal Blue, w/scrambled eggs on brim and
306th logo $17.00
__ Grey summer mesh, embroidered with B-17,
Squadron# and group#
__3b67th $12.00
___368th 512.00
__'369th’ $12.00
__423rd $12.00
Patch
___306th Patch 3 inch, with First Over Germany $6.00
___306th 2 inch without First Over Germany $6.00
___306th 5 inch Group logo $6.00
__367th 5 inch in full color $6.00
__368th 5 inch in full color $6.00
__369th 5 inch in full color $6.00
_423rd 5 inch in full color $6.00
_B-17 Gold pin for lapel or hat $6.00
__306th decal w/First over Germany 5.50
Total
SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGE $6.00
GRAND TOTAL 5
I Ship to:






















