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Its been at several other 306th reunions in the

Mick Hoolko examines Lee Kessler's B-17, which makes a last appearance at a 306th reunion before becoming a part of an Air Museum collection.
past. The motors run (on batteries), and the plane is a real eye catcher.
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How a New ‘Speed’ Business
Has Come to Thurleigh

He was with the RAE until his retire-
mient. Wirh rhe openfne of o massom

Soan atter L Jonachan Fhilider boegin
bt il FICTLEE PY preriard HE RO e BT e,
rebared to g pedormance dvving, tac-
g, vraieing of drivers, etc., e acquired

AR meres of our old airfiehd,

e i once ﬂ'g,;-u'l.'!: spending & lor of his 't.!..--;.'k:"" B
ing hours on dhis same steerch of English
couniryside,

Three principals in the development of our new “Thurleigh Alrfield Museum™ on our old base,

are Ralph and Daphne Franidin, and Dr. Jonathan Palmer, the power behind the museum’s initia-
tion and development. Paimer heads Paimer Sports, which is located on 400 acres in North
Bedfordshire where once B-17s ruled the landscape.

‘New Echoes’ Result of
Herman Kaye Gift

You are looking at the new appearance
of 306th Echoes, a change that has come
about through the generosity of one of our
members, D Herman Kaye, a retired physi-
chim and hospital administatorn

In the course of the recent reunion at
Covington, KY, Kaye made a second annual
gift of 310,000, this sime to benefir the pro-
\Jl.“. T [ 4 Il- CHET- e ';":,'\;'I_I'l HAT,

While discussing the gift wirh the edi-
ton, i was suggested that e would be nice to
min two pages of color a couple of times
earh year, and Kaye countered that idea by
saying he would like to see color in every
issue. So, you see the resulr ar this time
because of two recent “colarful” events that
wiere wall eovered by cameras.

We won't always have this much, but
will try o produce two pages of color at
least, bur only if we can obtain good copy
for the readership.

Char anmeil reunion has recently been
completed ar Covingron, KY, and through
the good offices of Dale Briscoe, Bill
Houlihan and Don Snook you can see how
that event was covered. Also through the
efforts of Ralph Franklin and associates of
Dr. Palmer, there is excellent coverage also
of the opening of the museum. Those at the
reunion also had an opportunity to see a
20-minute video of the museumn and espe-
cially of the visit by England’s only flying B-
17, the “Sally B" which is housed at nearby
Dhiford.

When he leamed tha it had indeed

been the site of an Ameérican air opera-

tion from 1942 to 1946, he then wanted
to meet someone who could tell him more
about it. He was directed o Ralph
Franklin, who has been our official repre-
senrative in England since 1991,

Ralph had become a B-17 fan when a
teenager in the area, one of those who
hung on our fences to watch departing
ind refcurning aircraft from raids across

Eurape. In may have been this back-
ground that led him to become a part of
the Royal Aircraft Establishment well
after the end of the war and found himself
then working inside the fences at

Thurleigh.

Herman Kaye

Last year Kaye made n gift of $10,000
to the Association, and he minces no words
in saying that he would like 1o see other
sizeable gifts from affluent 306ers to that
activities of the 306th can be enhanced and
continued. Already the response to the new
museum has been hearrening ro the
Franklins and othets on the site.

Back to Palmer and his meeting with
Franklin: We think Ralph is still telling
the racing enrrepreneur more about the
306th and W11 as many things are com-
ing to life again. Over a period of time we
will show you some of the changes thar
Palmer has instigated around our old run-
ways and raxiways,

Palmer's interest has soared in the
past year, leading to his providing us with
a WWII building of two large rooms,
which has become the Museum. It was
not just a building thar Palmer gave, bur
first he had it rewired, uppraded, painted
inside and out before Franklin began o
move available items inside.

This where some of you vererans can
fit into the picture if you go over your
memeorabilia and decide that you might
want to contribute it. You may want to
query Ralph first as to whether he needs
an item or not. He can't use dozens of
oxygen masks or the like, nor items that
are completely worn our by age. But you
can be helpful.

Gifts of money that you mighe like 1o
make can be sent through our treasurer,
Robert Houser, who converts U, 5. cash
ta British pounds before sending it.

While at the reunion; Dr. Kave gave
Ralph a check for $1,000 to be used for

the efforts-at Thurleigh,

SAVANNAH in ‘03;
where and when in

January issue.




Obituaries
Delmar E. Corderman, a 368th crew
chief, died 29 Aug 02 in Sac City, TA. Flis
first wifie was a Brinsh war bnde. He leaves
his third wife, 1d, lgd, 3gge. Delmar had
reticed from farming in the carly 1980s,

Lawrence L. Carrier, a 369th mechanic
and assistant crew chief, died 4 Sep 01 in
Lyndon, VI. He worked for the Vermont
T'ap & Die Co., for more than 40 years,
and also serviced vending machines for
many vears. He was a town trustee for four
years and a justice of the peace. He leaves
his wite, Ruth, 3d, 7ge, 4gec.

Lioyd A. Elrod, 423rd navigator (Wilmer
Schultz crew), died 25 Sep 02 in Kansas
City, MO. He held degrees from William
Tewell College AB, U of Kansas City MA
and U7 of Missouri, MBA. He redred in
1987 as a computer systems analyst for
Bendix Corp. Elrod leaves his wife,
Parricit, 3¢, 3gc, 3gge. He had joined the
306th 13 Jan 45 and finished his 12th
mission 17 Apr 45.

James W. Haywood, 368th tail gunner
(Robert W, Smith crew), died 8 Jul 02 in
Adrian, GA. He came to the 306th 22 Sep
44 and flew a full combar tour, finishing
17 Aug 43, the 65th EM to do so.

Col. Jerome A. Hinman, a worker in the
Group radar shop, died 10 Aug 02 in San
Diego, CA. He and his wife, Francoise,
made their home on Coronado Island for
years after his USAF retrement. He served
on the 2000 reunion committes in San
Diego. He had joined the 306th 3 Oct 44,
and besides his wife leaves 2c, lgc.

Joseph E. Kosakowski, 368th bom-
bardier {John Began crew), died 19 Aug
O o Barn, BAR.. im ot 43 e hecamme e
St eitr e o Srhdn o conioat e, Behmeg
20 missions, most as a lead. He was the
second 368th squadron bombardier, trans-
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ferring to ICBW 1 Jul 43 as wing bom-
bardier, and 18 Aug was wansterred to the
102nd provisional combat wing. After
leaving service he was in the food service
business until recalled during the Korean
War, where he was assigned to Wright-
Patterson AFB, OH, When he left service
he joined the Traveler's Insurance Co.,
retiring in 1986, He leaves his second wife,
Janet, 3¢, 2gc.

Robert L. Lynch, 369th radio operator
(Robert Stewart crew), died 19 Aug 02 in
Taylorsville, IL. He joined the Group 1 Jul
44 and few 34 missions by 9 Nov 44, He
then operated a buncher beacon at
Honeybourne until he returned to the
States 28 Mar 45. He also served in USAF
in Korea in 1951. He then retumed to
farming, until retiring 1 Jun 85. He leaves
his wife, Diane, 3s, 7zc.

Arthur W. Mack, 367th pilot, died 21
Aung 02 in Palmyra, VA, where he had
lived since retiring as an American Airlines
captain. He brought his crew to Thurleigh
19 Nov 43 and then flew 28 missions,
earning a DFC for the Halberstadt mission
of 11 Jan 44. During his AA service he
became a captain in 1955 and retired as a
747 pilot in 1988, and also held a USAF
Reserve commission as a lieutenant
colonel, He began his military service in
1940, enlisting in the 212th Coast
Artillery, NYNG. He leaves his wife, Tess,
4c, 8gc, and his brother Philip G. Mack,
fr., who was a 91st BG pilot at the same
time Art was with the 306th. Phil lives in
Renton, WA.

Charles R. Patten came to the 306th 27
Aug 42, and his first assignment was as
adijutant for the 4230d Sopadron. 1t was a
ot v et v oore m, and after a
few months behind a desk had concocted a
way to escape Thurleigh and get back to
the States for pilot raining. He would fly
25 missions for his ticket home, We'll
never know if his caleulations included
time in the hands of the enemy, But by the
time he had flown several missions he was
sure he'd make it. Then, came thart fateful
date, 13 Jun 43, when with William
Marcotte’s crew he was shot down and
became a POW. Tt was his sixth mission,
and he did get a chance to see the targer,
Bremen, from the ground after bailing out,
While in his parachute he was fired on by
the Germans, and when he hit the ground
10 of the enemy were waiting for him.
Death came 7 Apr 97 | and he was sur-
vived by his wife, Barbara, Is, 2gc, lgge. As
the owner of the Colfax Envelope Co., he
had for many years supplied the #10
imprinted envelopes to the Group at no
charge. He lived in Palatine, IL, and the

company continues under the leadership of

his son, Charles, Jr.

John A. Pinchback, 367th pilot, died of
cancer 14 Aug 02 in Fernandina Beach,
FL., where he had resided. He arrived with
the Group 13 Feb 45 and flew 27 missions
by the end of combat. He left the 306th in
Mar 46 after flving with the Casey Jones
aerial mapping project. He leaves his wife,
Margaret, 3c, 7gc.

Everett W. Roush, 367th ordnance, died
8 Tul 02 in Zanesville, OH. He was with
the original group and served throughour
the war. He leaves his wite, Margaret, 3¢,
fec.

Engene A. Skonieczny, 367th navigator
{George Hatch crew), died in Aug 78 in
Kensington, CT. He came to the 306th 22
Sep 44 and finished his 35-mission tour in
Feb 45, Postwar he sold for Erwin divi-
sion, American Hardware Corp., and
raised rhododendrons as a hobby,

Evadee from
France Honored

Robert ]. Starzynski, @ 367ch rail gun-

nier, has received several honors recently
his escape and eva-

rincipally as a result of

Eiun iE F:mcu, Beginning 17 Jun 44 when
he bailed out of Virgil Dingman’s afc on a
Noyen, France. His efforts w0 escape
capture and to retum © freedom were clmw.ﬂ

He has now been recognized with U. 5.
Army's Commendation Medal, the presen-
tation being made at the Milwaukee Airport
near Chicago 28 Jul 2002, The B-17 of the
Collings Foundation was also a part of the
medal festiviries.

Bob has also this year received the
‘Jubilee of Liberty’ Medal, in recognition of
‘dedicated service during the liberation of
France and Europe.”

A fragment of Bob’s story that did not
appear in “Fitst Over Germany” has come
along since and is quoted here: “Bob was
finally put in rouch with the Resistance and
under their protection for three months.
Eventually the Canadians liberated him at
Quilebeuf and Bob was instructed to leave
with them. They wanted me to hop on their
rank and leave the area, but [ could not
because [ had to get my dog tags and money
buack from the Underground. 1 sent word o

the fellow who had them. He rurmed out to
be the mayor and at first refused to hand the
money over to me. The Canadians suggest-
ed 1 tell him thar if he did nor hand it over-
they would drive a rank right through his
darned house! That did the trick and I was
given my dogeags and money.” From then
on, Bob was sent to a small unic thar dealc
with downed airmen and eventually sent
back to England.”

trip to

306th Eamily

Vera Burgess, wife of Broadus Burgess,
367th ordnance, died 12 Sep 01 in
Summerville, SC, She leaves 3¢, 7oc.

Jo Sherman, wite of Frederick F.

Sherman, 369th copilot and pilot, died 23
Jul 02 in Fayetteville, AR after suttering
from cancer for nine weeks. She leaves 5c,
17gc, 2ggc.

LR

British

John Mills, a Briisher who had a special
interest in the 306th, died 25 Apr 00, leav-
ing his wifie, Diane. He had attended state-
side reunions of the 306th, and his wife
was at our 2002 reunion in Covington,
KY. He also participated in activities of the
92nd BG.

Cambat Diaies of the 306th Squadrons

planc and personnel rsters. Plastic bound
Men of the 306th, on microfilm

Mission

o Group * OCTOBER 2002

306th PUBLICATIONS

Published marcrials now availalite from the Group will belp you fallaw the 206th through the combat perind 1942-45:

Doy by day diares kepe by intelligence officers, of the Squadrons® combat activiics, More than 150 pages, also including

Aol of e lm duplicates the 306th card file of nearky 9.000 men. including dat o rom var
- ri L ::ﬁ:m fl, g data extracted from vanows 306th

Robert Starzynski

From DC-2
to 747:
Buck’s Saga

North Star Over My Shoulder, A Flying
Life, by Bob Buck. NY, Simon &
Schuster, 446pp. $26.00.

Are you tired of USAF or military, or
combat flying stories? Here's your chance
to switch to the very literate Bob Buck,
who spent a lifetime of flying for North
West Airlines, the DC-2 to the 747.

He kind of lets it all hang out as he
discusses all aspects of commercial flying,
from the equipment, to the pilots, to the
flight crews. He goes from the thrills to
the chills of flying and keeps you turning
pages all the rime.

Along the way through his lifetime,
or almost, in the air, he had a lot of
thrills, and share as many of them with
his readers. He had great experiences, and
e tries to bring them all to his audience,
and captivates you with the derail and
the reasons why many things were done,
He hiad his share of baetles, bur was a
winner in most confrontations.

Those af you who went on the air-
lines will probably find Bob more inter-
esting, and will be able to see how your
lives crossed. He crossed paths with
Lindbergh, and as Howard Hughes was
the largest stockholder in Northwest, he
also worked for Hughes on some special
operations.

He loved flying Connies, but said he
knew the Connie’s day was soon to be
past the first time he saw a jet rakeoff.

And he reports on the advent of
commercial jets, stating “Naot all pilots
welcomed the coming of the jet; some
feared their ability to master it and to

pass the needed checks.”

Copics AF affigal reports un each mission you flew, including inteligy - i
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