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Bryan Maoon, left, and Joyce Olson, also a member of the 1990 Daolittle China Expedition, meet

with Gen. Jimmy Doolittle at his home in California just after completing the search mission for
Droolittle plane remains.

British Combat Accounts
Take a Different Twist

Editor’s Wote: The British don't eell their

wr Stories in queite the same way we
Amemians do. Here &« bivef cxample. from
“The Berlin Raids" by Martin Middlebrook.
"Press on Regavdless”, by Sergeant K.

Apps, mid-upper gunner in a Lancaster of

12 Squadron which was lost on the night
of 1/2 January 1944,

“We raxied out; our rarget, as usual,

was Berlin. Before we reached the runway,

the Skipper called up to say thar we had
an engine overheated and, after a quick

vore, the crew decided to cross fingers and
ger the old lady off the ground as quickly
as possible. This we did, only to find as we
climbed over the aerodrome that the guns
started firing on their own and there were
tracers flying everywhere; this was due to

ashort in the electrics. The rear gunner
and myself quickly dismantled the
Brownings, therefore leaving the plane
with nio armament at all-and still, the
young, motley crew decided to press on
towards the target.
“When we came up to the Dutch
caast, we heard from the navigator that

the Gee box had gone U/S (1), so we had
no homing device, Still, this did not deter

us. With all that expensive oad in the

Belly, iv was on to Berlin or bust. We didn't

believe in dumping in the sea.
"We reached the targer and released

aur borbs. fr made us a toal of twenry-

foar sorties, so we thought — home now
o & tot of rum, epes and bacon, and a
nice long sleep, but it was not 1o be.
Turning south, leaving the targer, we felt
both lucky and on top of the world bur,
suddenly, the engineer called to say our
petrol was disappearing at a staggering
rate. Thank goodness we had our reserve
to get us to the North Sea. WRONG!
When he switched over, this went just as,
quickly. Those four Merlins just went
silent and, at 20,000 feet if you haven't
any power, the old lady decides ro pur her
nose down and find terra firma pretty
quickly.

*The order came to bail out, 50 on
with the emergency oxygen bottle and
into the fuselage to get a parachure, only
to find the rear gunner our of his turret,
staggering around with no oxygen. |
dragged him to the side hatch, put the rip-
cord in his fist, doubled him up and
pushed him out. He got down safely. 1
then jumped myself. | was on my own at
four o'clock in the morning. It was a long
and silent journey down, so many things
to think about. What was going to happen
to me!

Laws Change, Many POWS
Need to Check on Benefits

10 “llljg:;]:ilw;;:'??‘; ":';;:':fwmim out of .rhn:
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Recently he had made sme notes for tie
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giforr ro reenoll all of the WL PO
Mayhe anly chird of thiose now eligihle for

benefits have been signed up
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Law thar sripulated
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il ey he .'|-:-rr_-:_| r

He wanis to assure you, if you were a
POV, or if you know sometne who was a
POW and has not registered with the VA, thar
vou ought to take care of the matter immedi-
arely. This will assure that yeu and your family
will 'I e rel ieved af seme of l_hE‘ COTCEITE Youl
miay have when a late-in-life event could gain
you immediare entrance into a VA hospical.

Luther whi served many years as a
Warional Service ¢ “.Ifijcr.-rr alnd who was presi-

denit of the Sralsg Luft XVIIB Vererans
Assoeinrion. is currently in the MA Hospical
becate b b lost his abiliey 1o walk. His own
primary care physician has raold Bim thar the

turn to page 2

Tokyo Raid
Story Part
of Banquet

Jimmy Doolictle’s earth-shartering
Tokyo raid, early in WWII, will be the
framework for our Saturday evening ban-
quet program at Minneapolis, with Bryan
Moon, a PR man and explorer of lost air-
craft, etc., as our speaker.

He comes highly recommended, and
has spent much of the past 20 years trav-
eling the globe in all directions secking to
learn more abour significant lost aircraft
and the people who flew them until crash
and/or bailout.

Born in Southampton, England, and
just a trifle young to make it into the
ranks of WWI1I warriors, Moon had an art
education. It was through this medium
that he got into a close association with
aircraft. He started as a technical artise for
the Vickers Group of Companies, then
became advertising director for British
Adrcraft Corp.

He emigrated to the UL 5. in 1966
and became an American cirizen 10 years
later. He became an assistant vice presi-
dent of Aloha Airlines, then rook a

toupe ftom Hawaii to Viemam for the U,
5. Army, and in 1968 became corporate
vice president for Northwest Airlines for
advertising and sales promotion. He took
early retirement in 1987 to center his
artention on exploration and art.

In 1957 he was to begin trips to
Kenya with George Adamson (BORN
FREE), then was executive director of a
PBS TV team thar did a video documen-
tary on the last days of Adamson’s life. In
1988 it was off to the North Fole.

Later that year he was in Tahiti tw
authenticate art for the 200th anniversary
of the Mutiny on the Bounty. For a period
he lived with 45 original descendants of
the Bounty murineers.

In 1990 he was artist to the 1990
International Trans-Antarcric Expedition,

In 1990 he also organized and led the
first U.S. Expedition to China in search of
Doolirtle's B-25 bombers. They identified
five of the aircraft and retrieved remains
of three of them.

He conducted two expeditions to
Floesti, Bumania, in search of B-24 arti-
facts from the 1 Auvg 43 low level arrack
on the oil refineries. They locared and
and brought back large sections of several
planes as well as many personal items that
had belonged to participants who did not
survive the mid.

He has since been back to China
searching the Doolittle bombers further,
and has done a presentation with the crew
of *30 Seconds Over Tokyo.”

He and his son Christopher have
founded MIA Hunters, and have searched
the Mew Guinea jungles for a P-47, locat-
ing a plane lest for 50 years; then went
rwice to Sicily to finally lacare the cragh
site of an A-36 plane and found the burial
site of the American pilor.

His speech will follow our banguer in
the Thunderbird Hatel in Bloomington
on Sarurday night, and we promise an
INEETESTINE Lvening.

Fill Out 2
Forms for
Minneapolis

Two Checks in
One Envelope
Mail to Hotel

¢ hope we have simplified your

hotel and 306th Group regis-
tration somewhar, At least, it will all he
mailed to one address. But we recommend
thar for everyone's help you make out two
checks, one to confirm that room registra-
tion, or present the proper credit card
information to them, and a second, which
should also be made out to the hotel, but
which will cover your activiries while at
the reunion, as indicated on the 306th
regiscrarion form.

Because of a bit of a different setup
this time, principally because Russ Strong
is also tunctioning as chairman for the
reunion when he could find no one in
Minneapolis to take on this somewhart
onerous task. And, he persuaded this
locally owned hotel to assume some of our
bookkeeping tasks, which the horel is
doing in cooperation with our treasurer,
Bob Houser.

We all hope for the best!

We will run on the wsual time sched-
ule for our reunions, with many people
coming in on Wednesday, starting activi-
ties on Thursday, and continuing them on
Friday and Saturday.

The schedule on page § of this issue
shows you what you can do, when and
where, and also as to how much ir will
COSE,

Obviausly, one of the major events
will be the Thursday night trip to the Old
Log Theatre, where we will enjoy an
excellent dinner and then move on to the
theatre itself for a bit of British farce.

You already have some taste for it
probably for what you may have seen in
England back in the ‘40, and its whar all
of have been watching for about 20 years
on PBS starions as Mrs. Bucket battles her
hushand, her brother-in-law, and other
assorted characters as she seeks to convey
a life style thar only she envisions, Or you
have watched the shenanigans in the
department store, or several other themes
all of which give us a lot to laugh about
whenever someone in the househaold
tunes them in.

Guaranteed to give you a hilarious
evening.

During Thursday we have arranged
for continuous transportation to the Mall
of America from our hotel. While the
Mall is well within sighr, and can be
walked, it is not something you will really
want to do. The editor has walked back
from the Mall ré the hotel, Iris a biv of an
arducus rask, and local raffic conditions

turn to page 4



Work Moves
Along on New
Echoes Book

Producrion of the 306th Echoes book
is moving along well at this printing. The
pages have been gone over carefully by
the editor and the printing crew, includ-
ing at least three page-by-page reviews of
the entire production. It now numbers
800 pages, including 26 pages of indexing.
It will be of considerable assistance to
the 306th Association’s bank account if
you can see fit to place your order before
the first of September. More than $5000
had been realized by the end of June, with
the largest single order being for six books.
As many of you have found, it is diffi-
cult to handle the old newspapers to read
any older material, and the only index
avatlable is thar which was pur on the
microfiche production of Echizes, which
reqquires a special reader for viewing.
W believe this is the first such ven-
ture tor be complered and ready for distrib-
ution as the Fall season opens. Word is
abour that the 303rd Bomb Group organi-
sation s prepating a reprinting of irs
“Hell's Angel's Newslerer” as well. We

Allen E. Bertenshaw, 423rd crew chief
and later a postal worker, died 8 May 01
in Lithia Springs, GA. After the war he
became a mechanical engineer, working
for the Boeing Co., and several firms in
Chicago. He had suffered with
Parkinson’s Discase. He leaves his wifie,
Madine, 4¢, 9gc, and a gge borm on the
day of his death.

Frederick C. Blum, 423rd waist gunner
and POW (Ragnar Carlson crew), died 3
May 01 in Howells, NE, his longtime
home. He joined the Group 28 Nov 43
and after 16 missions was MIA 22 Mar 44
o a Berlin raid. Blum had been in the
furniture business for 30 vears, retiring in
1980. He leaves his wife, Wilma, 5¢, 14sc.

Alfred J. Carrozza, 423rd ball gunner—
(Jim Leach crew), died 6 Jun 01 in Ojai,
CA. His lare wife was a Bedford war bride,
Cynthia Pill, and he leaves 6¢c, 7gc.

Albert I. Evans, Jr., 876th Chemical
Company, died in 1995 in Pinchurst, NC,
where he had Lived for some years after
[eaving New York City. He leaves his wife,
Agnes, 5d, 4gc.

Warren M. Gentile, 368th engineer,
died 7 Mar 01 in Des Moines, IA. He

joined the Group without a crew 29 Apr

have nor heard of anyone else undertak-
ing such a production.
Qur printing order is for 500 copies,
with any further production unlikely
because of the bindery costs, which miti-

gate against later printing an additional
hundred or two hundred.
Books will be mailed in special car-
oms 10 mewe That they are not damaged
o e process of Teadhimg o,
o wdesimg, of Poe TR and \ates
o, R Ednoes 9 e SomEmaes, 5 ey
A, RN W s e D slven o
ArgATEREOn, GpPerstion moves Info ies
Latrer stqpes. ffall poes actording ro pre-
serre plans we may have some copies avail-
able for sale ar the Minneapolis reunion,

Poles to the
Rescue

Polish refupees who became British
Typhoon pilots were stationed at
Bovingdon, near London, Those guys
could not wait for the 20mm cannon shot

that was their signal to get aithome
MO, and chase down the German
intruders. (They never climbed our on
takeoff-—just sucked up the wheels and
few the treetops to their prey!) - EJH

44 and completed his combar tour that
fall. He leaves his wite, Pauline, éc, gc.
For some years he was manager of a furni-

ture retail store.

Abraham Grondin, CO of the 876th
Chemical Company detachment at
Thurleigh, died 10 Dee 00 in a suburb of
Monreal, Canada. Hle jowned the 306th

10 Jan 43 served as coach for the
Trrarkeigh foothall team, and stayed at
Voo daroagh Yo end of the war.
Cromdian heares Yo wilie, Dadhenme , dec |
bac.

Col. Maxwell V. Judas, 368th copilot,
pilot and POW, died 2 Sep 96 in
Wartrace, TN, where he had been a cartle
rancher since his USAF retirement in
1971, He came to Thurleigh with the
original Group as Otto Buddenbaum’s
copilot, and took over the crew when
Buddenbaum was KIA. Judas was shot
down 21 May 43 at Wilhelmshaven and
then spent two years in Stalag Luft 111 He
left his wife, Tane, now deceased, 2c, bge.

Jacob P. Leroy, 423rd waist gunner /and
Casey Jones photographer, died 4 Jul 0lin
Kalamaroo, MI, where he had spent his

entire life, He flew in the Casey Jones pro-

ject untl early Jan 46, Leroy leaves his
wife, Joan, 2c, 3gc, 2gee. He had retred
from Fader Equipment Co. in *84.

306th Echoes 1975-2000

i Awailable in Seprember, you will

and the color pictures as well.

for

be able to have your own copy of 25

years of 306th Echoees, all reproduced in a baok, including all pictures

The cast for each of the new books will be $55, including postage and
handling. Produced as a paperback, with a heavy, varnished cover, the
| final size will be 8 3/8 x 10 3/4 inches. To make sure that you receive
'I one of the 500 copies, place your order today.

copies of 306th k.

| Address ____———

I City, State, Zip ——

n and your check to:
I

|
i Make you
this coupo

,ut to the 306th Bomb Group Association.Send

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

John M. Robinson, 369th pilot, died 7
Apr 01 in Carlsbad, CA. He ]mncdzt r:_g_
306th 17 Apr 44 and completed 3 n‘u‘
sions in Aug 44. He also cﬂﬂlpiﬂtd m}ﬂ
neering school ar Chanute Field. IL, an
ngineering officer at ¢
Biggs Field, TX. He had a BS dcgrcckhum
Stanford in ‘4] and a Harvard MBA 68. .
He retired from PPG in Piusburgh, PA, as
a vice president 1 Apr 83. John leaves his
wife, Caralyn.

was a squadron ¢

Dr. James B. Seaman, 4 dentist who
joined the 4th Station Complement -
Squadron on D-Day, 6 Jun 44, died
May 01 in Walnut Creck, CA. He met
and married his first wifc, Frances
Cookson, a Red Cross worker at
Thurleigh, in England. She died 12 Apr
81 in San Francisco, CA. He marricd .
again in 1988, his second wife also b_lﬂmg
named Frances. She is now an Alzheimer’s
patient, and he also leaves 3c.

Ernest E. Smith, chief of the Welding

section, 449th Sub Depor, died 14 Apr 01
when his fishing boat capsized out from
Porr Aransas, T, He had been an insur-
ance appraiser in Oscoda, MI, for many
vears. He joined the 306th 7 Oct 42 and
went home 16 Nov 45, He leaves his wite,
Virginia, 3¢, 8gc, 4ggc.

Robert J. Shurilla, 423rd bombardicr
and POW (Norwood Garrett crew), died
8 Jun 74 in Milwaukee, WI, where he had
lived most of his life. He spent more than
a year in Stalag Luft L. Surviving are his
witie, Ruth, 6c, 12gc.

Thurman H. Smith, 369th tail gunner
(Robert Hoyt crew) and TOW (w. John
Moack), died 7 Apr 01 in Lawton, O
Te joined the Group 15 Jul 43 and was
BALA LY Dec 43 on a raid w Emden. He
heaves s wife, Baath,

Harry Teipowits, 36%th aircrafi mechan-
fo and crew chief, died 7 May 01 in
Philadelphia, PA, of congestive heart fail-

ure, which tollowed on colon cancer, He
was in the odginal Group and staved in
England unidl Aug. 45. A longtime
attendee at reunions, he missed San Dicgo
last year because of illness. Harry leaves his
English war bride, Jean, whom he married
in ec 44 ar Goldington, Beds. After the
war he worked as an auto mechanic. He
also leaves 2¢, lgs. Jean has relocated and is
living with her daughter at 647 E Godfrey
Awve., Philadelphia, PA 19120-2107.

Reed Wins
JU-88 Fight
on 3 Engines

On the 13 December 1943 mission to
Kiel, Germany, 1Lt W. Dale Reed, 368th, had
his #4 engine knocked out by flak. He lost the
formation but went on to drop his bombs,
then started home alone.

Just off the Danish coast Reed was
attacked by a JUBS which he managed ro lose
by diving into some clouds. Coming home on
the deck, the JUBE found him apain and
attacked from the rail. Passing to the right, the
JUBS tumed back to atrack from two o'clock.

Lt. Reed turned into the arack so sharply
the JUBS could not bring irs guns o bear and
exposed the efa to the concentrared fire of the
bombardier, top turret and waist gunner as he
went by. Three times the [URS swung in to
attack and each time the crippled B-17 swung
inside the enemy aircraft, the dead 4 engine
on the inside of the turn. The third fime the

B8 passed, bath its engines broke inro flame
and the Junkers disappeared. f ring red and yel-
la_.m' flares, probably a FECOPNition or distress
signal to nearby surface vessels, .
Although Lt f::?ud bumped into two
encmy convoys on his way home: b 1.
our base at Thurleigh wit]:r nﬁ]ﬁbﬁf 4
lﬂle‘:"jJ l;mi nuF battle damage, except for thar
caused by the first burs .
his pilotage and E e i
17.

the maneuverability of the B
John A, Baimsfaher

Sheldon Beigel,
in Reno, NV, after
er's Discase the past

Gloria Beigel, wife of
369th, died 28 Apr 01
suffering with Alzheim
seven years.

5 ifee of Irving Norton
Virginia Norton, wife of Irving 3
363(]] squad_rﬂﬁ b{)l’l‘]b:l.rdlﬂr, dltl:l 11 jﬂn
01 in Orange Park, FL.

Tillie Leben, wifi of Joseph J. Leben,
369th navigator, dicd 19 Sep 00 in San
Gity West, AZ on the day following their
57th wedding anniversary.

Frances Perlmutter, widow of Bert
Perlmutter, 369th gunner, died recently.
He had died & Jun 88 in Ft. Lauderdale.

FL.

Funds Low,
Gifts Needed
Says Houser

“We are running low on general aper-
ating funds,” says Treasurer Robert N.
Houser. “This has come abourt in the last
several months as contributions have been
few and far between.

“Our mailing list is still nearly 3000
people, and we need monies from the
nearly 2000 former 306th men who are
still on our mailing list, and also from the
numerous “free-loaders” of one kind and
ﬂ!"lL"ll!.'l(‘.'T \'.?].'IU receive QT nE“’SpH]]Er ona
quarrerly schedule.”

There is a reply envelope enclosed in
this issue of Echoes, and we encourage as

many of you as possible to put something
in to bring our treasury back to a healthier

status than it s now enjoying, As we have
T diies That can omly Come abhoat by Yo

participation.

Serious considerations are being given
to reformarting Echoes, and to other ways
of ensuring thar we can continue to oper-
ate in the years ahead. Almost all of us are
retired now, and the downturn in the
economy has rreated some pensioners
rather poorly. Bur, all of us can endeavor
to participate in bringing our "books" back
to a more reasonable balance.

Our income in the future is seriously
dependent upon your gifts, ar least annual-
ly, any profits from the reunions, and some
profit from our newest publication,

Mr. Houser looks forward to hearing
from you in the weeks ahead.

VA Changes, from page |

condition is easily mraceable to his prison
CAMp experience.

As Luther points out, the long walk chat
many ETO Prisoners took in December '49
across Germany, was in far longer durarion
than was the Bataan Death March of 1942

"Most Ex-POWs were so anxious to
return to civilian life that they wouldn't
mention any health or mental problems for
fear of not getring discharged,” says Luther,
“Then in later years when physical and men-
tal problems arose, this one-year limitation
blocked them. I have ralked with fmary ex-
POWs who then became disgruntled and dis-
gusted and said ‘to hell with the VA"

In 1982, Victory points out, the
Congress passed a bill called the Enabling
if;t:zr ExaP?‘ﬂ{s. This bill did away with

Eyear hmitation, and included a num-
ber of PU’W related ailments thar made a
Kw:ig_]'gjbtifﬂf El;l‘it]cment and benefits.
tnee then other ailments have been
:iisiﬁgf A PD‘I:IZ-I’ Protocol physical was added
[“OU me, this reason has a lot to do with
- AW net responding to numerous
nmclrleﬁ in the news media,

You are an ex-POW or if vou are his
EHF;::::* o F*HSF'T_'LHE, check to see ["trm YOUR
:"'kmcricf:?fer'ﬂr H;:‘J}d if not call an
G Oﬁ'isfr?:l | AV, or nrheT National

YOour community for assis-

tance,” coneludes Vi L ohe
Houston VA H:;?ir:t“w from his bed in the






















