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Change Service Requested

San Diego Ready for Us
September 6-10

Also, wo enable you to get a glimpse of a
lot of things around San Diego, here are
some web sites for you to consider looking
at beoween now and then:

Sheraton Harbor Island Hotel:

www.sheraton.com

San Diego is ready for us, says John
Endicott, our reunion chairman at the
bortom of the West Coast. There is an
array of planned tours, and numerous
“on your own" tours to choose from;
there will be a business meeting, and a

_ : San Diego Convention & Vistors Bureau:
reunion banquet on Saturday, as is our www.sandiego.org
usual. Balboa Park Visitor Center:
Your packets can be picked up www.balboapark.com

Tuesday through Friday, 5-8 Sep 00,
berween Sand 11 am. and 2 to 6 p.m.
in our hospitality room which is the
hotel’s Bayview Room. Its a quick 10
minute ride from the airport to the
hotel on the hotel's van, or if you sail
in on your own boat, you'll just be on
the other side of the hotel.
Endicott says he and his committee
have planned this Bomb Group Bash
so that you can easily do two tours a
day, if you wish, as shown on the
Reunion Reservarion
torm on page 8. The
1otel registration form is

sa chere, and you must
R S mo e, el ey

Ol Town Trolley: www.calbparks.ca.gov
Sea World: www.seaworld.com
Historic Ships: www.sdmaritime.com
Seaport Village: www.spvillage.com
Gas Lamp Quarter: www.gaslamp.org
Hotel Del Caronado: www.hoteldel.com
Old Town: www.ot-boot.com
San Diego Zoo: www.sandiegozoo.org | y
Wild Animal Park: www.sandiegozoo.org | A L &
Tijuana: www.seetijuana.com e ; T l
Vigjas: www.vigias.com
Harbor Dinner Cruise; www.sdhe.com
Cruise to Mexico:
www.commodorecruise.com

‘Eager Beaver’ Lives Again
On jJuly 4 at Savannah

The Fourth of July, 2000, will be a

special day for the 306cth Bomb Group
Bssodianion and s membership.

also in close contention to be picked

to return to the U 8. early, but the
honots went to the “Memphis Belle”

R D T EERR R
ate destinations so that
you can be lined up for
everything,

All rours will be
offered twice, except for
rthe Aireraft Carrier
rours, which are on the
schedule four rimes. If
you've never been on a
carrier this is your
chance to see what a
floating city is like. And
it takes more men to
man a carrier than we
had on dury at

Thurleigh ar any one
time.

The Coastal Tour will
start in Del Mar or Lajolla and work
south through the beach communities
to Point Loma and the Cabrillo
Lighthouse Monument,

Most tours include transportation
and lunch, and may let you get off and
back on ar your leisure so that you can
see special things along the way.

While the San Diego Zoo is on our
list for Thursday, there is no planned
tour to the Wild Animal Park (a Zoo
'@djuncr} north of San Diego. You can
find private tour operators, but
Endicott poines our that in September
the Park can be a very hor place during
daylighr hours.

He pushes the Old Town Tour as a
way to see eight highlights of San Diego
from downtown to Coronado. This is
aboard the Old Town Trolley and you
can board and depart at your leisure.

In the July issue we will fearure the
“On Your Own” tours thar you can
make available for yourself ard friends.

41-24487 Facts

41-24487 was flown from Seattle
to Westover, MA, to join the newly-
minted 306th and to give the new
combat crews the opportunity to fly
new aircraft as they readied for the
trip across the North Atlantic. Dates
given herein come from the 1999
publication, The B-17 Flying
Fortress Story, by Roger Freeman.
The plane was transferred from fac-
tory inventory to the 306th 25 Aug
42 and then is registered as being at
Thurleigh 13 Oct 42. In facr, it was
there very early in September and
flew on the first mission the Group
engaged in 9 Oct 42.

Again, according to Freeman, the
plane was transferred to 8th AF
Service Command 5 Jan 44, then
returned to the U. S. and Tinker
Field 28 Jul 44, and its last flight
was from Parterson Field, OH, to
Williamsport, PA 20 Jul 45,

B 4D s, that moming, in the
Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage
Museum, just off 1-95 ar Savannah,
GA, there will be the unveiling of the
newly-restored nose section of one of
our original aircraft, 41-24487 long
known as “"Eager Beaver”. And, all of
our readers are invited to attend.

This 368th plane was assigned to
1st Lt. Marlen Reber and his fledgling
crew at Westover Field, MA, and was
ready for a bit of training and then off
to England and combar.

“Eager Beaver" flew its complement
of missions and received a
Distinguished Flying Cross in the
process, and then flew a bit more
before coming back to the U.5.
Eventually it came to rest at the
Williamsport Technical Institute at
Williamsport, PA, costing that institu-
tion $350. It has been there since late
1945, and through thick and thin as
an educational site for aviation stu-
dents, it finally was reduced twenty
years ago to what one will see at the
Savannah Museum.

Col. Reber expects to be on hand
for the event at this writing, along
with Leland Kessler, who painted the
original Eager Beaver insignia. Reber
suffered a stroke some months ago
that has left him with a paralyzed left
side, but with the help of his wife,
Ginger, and some of his four sons, will
once again pay Kessler for his paint-
ing, as he did in 1942, with a $5 bill.

Reber has long been proud of the
fact that under the careful hand of
Crew Chief James Edney, this aircraft
flew its first 25 missions at least with-
out aborting and was always ready to
go when assigned. The Beaver was

of the 9lse Group. (The editor has
always thought that the feminine con-
nection with the name swayed the PR
men rather than the choice of the
plane with a toothy beaver painted on
its nose.)

It is the left side of the nose of the
Beaver that has survived combat and
the onslaught of students and time,
and at this time it is hoped that
Kessler will be called to repaint the
nose in its original style for the 4 July
unveiling. The Association has offered
to pay Kessler's expenses for a few days
in Savannah to accomplish this task.

Kessler reports that he may even
have a tube or so of that original oil
paint that he could use once again. It
came back to his parents’ home after
Lee was off to prison camp in May 43.

All 306th veterans and their fami-
lies are welcome to come to Savannah
on 4 July to swell the crowd thar will
toast the "Eager Beaver” and the
306th. Those who come later will be
able to find the nose painting of the
Beaver in a proud place in the 8th AF
collection there.

Elsewhere in this issue of Echoes
you will find lists of nearby motels
where you can make your reservations
for an overnight or two in Savannah.
There is also a form which you can
return to Judy Walker, Director of
Development at the Museum, and
send along your check for $12 for each
person in your group who will be
attending the presentation. The $12
will assure you a luncheon ticker and
admission to the Museum.

We hope to see many of you on a
glorious day in Savannah.



3 Carpenters Made
Life Better for Us

Smong rthose myriad little jobs that
needed to be done around a WWII air
base were those that ried in best with the
skills of @ carpenter. The 449th furnished
three men who built and rebuilt things,
and they relished in the wide variety of
tasks that came their way.

Robert Stevens, Martin Damjanovich
and Joseph Roller fulfilled these jobs, recalls
Stevens, who now lives in Tulsa, OK.

The recent story and pictures of the
chapel jogged his memory, as he and
Martin built the bell tower for the chapel,
with some help from Roller, who made
the candle holders used in the Roman
Cathelic services.

As any home handyman well knows, a
power saw can be a mighty handy addi-
tion o any small shop, and these carpen-
ters had one. But, Stevens says it was a
well bear up version with a five horsepow-
er motor that would sail through any chal-
lenge put to it

They also built the 40 foor flag pole in
tront of Group headquarters, and kept up
barracks chat needed repairs. (But, a group
of acquisitive amateurs in a 367ch bar-
racks borrowed, purchased and stole the
necessary things o build a "living room”
int the middle of the basracks down close
to the baseball diamond, and pushed all of
the beds into either end of the barracks.
When Col. James 5. Sutton gor wind of it
and came o check it out, it was ruled thar
no such future creations would be
allowed. )

In the days of the big fighter attacks,

Adams, Albert A & Dolores, 423
Bergmann, Bertram & Shirley, 369
Boring, Wallace & Betty, 368
Briscoe, Dale & Beti, 369
Brown, Harry & Jule, 367
Brown, Richard & Virginia, 369
Cavaness, Dorothy, 368W
Christianson, Em, 368W
Daniel, Robert & Pat, 423
Dodge, Robert & Hilda, 368
Delair, Vernon 423
Dryden, R. W. & Isabel 423
Elrod, Lloyd & Pat, 423
Emeigh, Larry & Bea, 367
Endicott, John & Gay, 423
Franklin, Ralph & Daphne, Brit
Hathaway, Joe & Pat, 423

Registration for San Di

Hennessy, Edward, 369

Holve, Donovan & Jean, 369
Haughton, Dan, 3685

Houghton, Russell, 368

Houlihan, William & Ruth, 367
Houser, Robert & Doris, 368
Hudsaon, Frederick & Samantha, 369
Jacobson, Kenneth & Diane, 423
Kellogg, George & Marie, 367
Kessler, Leland, 368

Long, Robert, 368

Maliszewski, Edward, 369
McKinney, Wanda, 369W

Minnick, H.C. & Charlsie Martin, 423
Morrison, Carl & Beverley, 369
Murphy, Edward & Virginia, 369
Phelan, Hugh & Evelyn, 367
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Phillips, Daryl & Helen, 423
Reioux, Paul & Arline, 423
Rockwell, Robert & Ruth, 367
Romanin, Aldo & Peggy, 369
Ross, Donald & Janice, 368
Ryan, William & Rudi, 423
Schieb, Ruth, 369W

Strong, Russell & June, 367
Tanno-Dorin, Norman & Rae, 423
Tinklenberg, John & Alice, 423
Vickers, Robert & Helen, 367
Wilson, Clay & Rachel, 423
Wirtz, Jane Cavaness, 368D
Woods, Robert & Pat, 369
Zahniser, Paul & Pat, 423

Obituaries

M/Sgt John C. Andress, 369th crew
chief, died 22 Jan 00 in Hanover, IN,
where he had lived for some years. He
was an original mechanic with the Group
and was one of those selected in 1944 1o
go to Russia to work with American
planes and crews on the shuttle missions
flown there by the 8th.

William DeWolf, 369th copilot
(William Hilton crew) and POW
(w.Barney Price), died 1 Jan 00 in
Oroville, CA, where he had lived the past
14 years. He became a POW 26 Mar 44
on a mission to Pas de Calais, France,
and was in Stalag Luft I for the remain-
der of the war. DeWolf had retired from
the hardware business in Vallejo, CA. He
leaves his wife, Anne, 3c, 8gc, 2ggc.

extia ammunition for the 50 caliber guns
were stored, teady for use, in large wooden
bowes fastened into the waist areas of the
planes.
Thiey maile o counter for the control
fenpes; By for e officers” cluhs and che
enlisred ofub. An ice cream cooler was
also builr, probably in the junior officers
mess, where ice cream cones were sold on
specified days.

When large items had to be crared for
shipment to a depot, the hammering rrio
did the wark.

They closed in jeeps for winter com-
tort, and enclosed a command car used by
LTC Henry Schmitt and installed a heater
in it as well.,

Wallace Boring, president; Paul Reioux,
vice prasident. Russell A, Strong, secre-
tary: Rabert M. Houser, treasurer; Leland
iessler, Frederick Hudson, Donald R.
Fioss Claiborne Wilson, diractors: Alfred
J. Switzer, past president; John J.
Endicott, 2000 reunion chairman;

Ralph Frankin, British representative,
Maticnal School Cotiage, Keysos, Beds,,
ME44 2HF England. Telephone from
LS. 011-441234-708715.

406N Echoes = published four brmeas annu-
ally January, Aprl July and October. and is
mailed free of charge to all known addresses
of 306th personnel. 1942-45, Cantributions in
suppart of this effort may be ramitted to the
treasurer
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Bacburn D, Drenner, 423rd bom-
bardier (Richard Nickelhoff crew), died
24 Mar 00 in Las Vegas, NV, He worked
in advertising sales for several newspapers

and retired from the Las Vegas Beview-
Jowrnal in 1982, He leaves his wife,
Virginia, 2Zc, 3gc, [ggd.

V. Jamnes Fiore, 423rd, dicd 29 Dec

99 in Houston, TX. He leaves his wife,

Marjorie

Perry L. Frye, 449th sheet metal
waorker, died recently, according to the

Postal Service. He teaves his wife,

Leaetta, address unknown. He was for-

merly a resident of Goshen, TN,

Daniel L. Hinebaugh, 369th engi-
neer (John Magoffin crew), died 17 Jan
00 1in Hilton Head Island, SC. He com-
pleted his 25 missions in Jun 43, the
39th EM to finish, and after leaving the
306th he was commissioned as an engi-

neering officer. When he retired at 43
vears from Singer Sewing Machine Co.,
he was general manager, Far East, and
had lived abroad for many years. He
leaves his wite, Cynthia, 2d, 4gc.

William H. Jones, a 368th supply
clerk, died 21 Sep 97 in Lebanon, TN.
He had also lived for a long period in
Tuka, MS.

Waldemar F. Madsen, 367th copilot
{George Staud crew), died 4 Feb 00 in
5t. Petersburg, FL. He had suffered a
heart atrack in *83, a stroke in *95 and
died of cardiac arrest. He was an insur-
ance adjuster and appraiser after leaving
service in Jun 46, and had been a Group
and Wing Special Services officer for a
period after the end of combat. His wife
was deceased, and he left 3.

Ervin F. Miller, 368th bombardier
{ Robert Edwards crew), died 26 Dec 99
in Indian Rocks Beach, FL. He came 1o
the Group 21 Aug 44 and finished his
35 missions 10 Jan 45, He [eaves his
wite, Jane, 7gc, 4gpc.,

Waverly C. Ormond, 368th radio
operator { Marlen Reber crew), died 21
Dec 99 in Sarasota, FL of congestive

heart failure. He was an original with the

Group and was the 9th EM to complete
his tour, 13 Jun 43. After combat he had
gone to pilot training, 45-G, but training
terminated before completion. He
earned a BS degree in architecture from
U-Virginia in 1950. He leaves his second
wife, Marie, 4c, 2gc.

Albert F, Rehn, 368th pilot, died 3
Feb 2000 in Cincinnati, OH. He
brought his crew to Thurleigh 10 Nov
43, and completed his combat tour 26
Jun 44 as B flight commander. He
became a stained glass artist later, com-
pleting several insignia of the 306th. He
leaves his wife, Aileen.

Joseph M. Savino, 367th radio oper-
ator (Kenneth Stark crew), died 18 Nov
99 in Chicago, where he had made his
home for many years with a sister. He
was a mechanical engineer and at one
time taught at the University of Chicago.
He was also a faithful reunion attendee.

Thomas C. Schuster, 367th engj-
neer {Roy Hoffman crew), died 5 Jan 98
in San DNego, CA. He came o combat
28 Nov 44 and fHew through the end of
the war. He leaves 3c, 5gc, lggc.

Barney H. Spross, 876th chemical
company and the 367th Squadron, died
30 Nov 99 in Columbus, TX. He leaves
his wife.

Olin M. Stansbury, 369th navigator
{David Weed crew), died 25 Dec 99 in
Topeka, KS. He joined the 306th 27

Mar 45 and flew six missions. Olin held
BA9 and JI50 degrees from
Washburn U, and an MEd degree from
Winona St U, MN. He practiced law for

many years, served as a probate judge,
and was an attorney for the V.A. After
retirement he published three books. He
leaves 1d, 4gc, lgec.

George L. Staud, 367th pilot, died
27 Feb 1980 in Houston, TX, where he
owned a real estate company. He flew
two missions, having arrived 9 Apr 45,
then was with the Casey Jones Project
untl Jun 46. He was a widower.

William Tack, CJ, died 2 Apr 97 in
Lexington, MA.

Leo H. Van Deurzen, an original
with the Group and first sergeant of the
423rd Squadron from 9 May 44 to 25
Aug 45, died 27 Feb 00 in DePere, WI.
He and his wile, Florence, had been
married 59 years. Prior to becoming 1st
Sgt he was a bomb storage section chief,
After returning home he became a con-
struction crane operator, From 1988 to
91 he served on the 306th Association
board of directors. Although his sight
had failed him in recent years, he came
to reunions as long as he was able, He

also leaves Sc, 4gc, lggc.

Frank W. Wolinski, 369th bom-
bardier (Alphonse Maresh crew) and
POW (w.Craig Harwood), died 17 Mar
00 in St. Paul, MN after a 16-yvear bout

with cancer. His wife Ardys had died two
months earlicr. They left 6c. He had
been the Upper Midwest Golden Gloves
featherwight champion in 1939, After
leaving Stalag Luft IT in 1945, he
returned to Minneapolis, and in 1951
was clected to the City Council for 10
vears. He worked for many years in real
esate,

Paul L. Ziemer, 423rd turret special-
ist, died 17 Nov 97 in San Diego, CA.
He had worked and retired as station
manager for Delta Airlines in San Diego.
Paul left his second wife, Doris, 2¢, 6gc,

dggc.
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Order Form

FIRST OVER GERMANY

By Russell A, Strong

) 535 per copy plus $3.00 for postage and handling.
. Make checks payable to Russall A. Strong.

Often called
one of the best
WWII USAAF
UNIT Histories -

Soon will be
out of print

Date _ ([ ___






















