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1 August 1986

Sandra G. Whiteman
4642 Willis Av

Sherman Oaks, CAQBE4O§02

Dear Miss Whiteman:

In response to your inquiry of 28 May concerning your late father, I regret that
I cannot give you a great deal of information. Let me first give you what little

statistical data that I can:

Harold W. Whiteman, 0-794082, navigator, 367th squadron. Promoted to first
lieutenant, 28 March 43; Received Air Medal, 31 March 43, oak leaf cluster
to Air Medal, 17 April 43. Missing in action, 17 April 43, Bremen.

Your father had flown at least 10 missions at the time of his becoming missing
in action, as the Air Medal or oak leaf cluster was awarded for each five missions.

He was flying as navigator for Capt. Craig J. Harwood on the fateful day. Of the
crew, three were killed in action and seven became prisoners of war. The only mem-
bers of the crew for whom addresses are known are: Louis J. Enloe, Rt. 3, Owensville,
MO 65066, amlo was the engineer on the crew, and Robert G. Robel, 146 S. Ryan St.,
Auburn, AL 36830, the radio operator.

Harwood was killed, Gerald Clymer, the co-pilot, died in 1967, and Frank Wolinski,
the bombardier, has not been located.

Details of this mission, in which ghe group lost 10 planes, are contained in the
history of the 306th, First Over Germany. A copy of this book is available for $20.
If you are interested in it, send me a check for that amount, and the book will be
forwarded.

Evidently, your father did not come to the 306th, which was stationed at Thurleigh,
gix miles north of Bedford, as a member of a combat crew, but rather as an individual.
Special orders assigning men to the group are very scarce for this period and I do not
have any documents showing anything about your father, other than the data I have men-
tioned above. ’ '

I realize that this information is very sketchy, and I regret that it is the best I
can do.

Sincerely yours,



Whiteman - 2

I have checked further into records, and find that definitely your father did not
come to Thurleigh as a member of Harwood's crew, whicharrived 30 Dec 42, That

crevw had no bombardier, and a different navigator. So your father was picked up along
the way someplace. As to whether he had flown with Harwood before, I do not know.

There is an outside chance that your father might be remembered by two other men:
Col. Kenneth A. Reecher, 38 Da-Vinci, Lake Oswego, OR 97034, who was the squadron
operatdons officer, and Hugh Phelan, who was the squadron navigator. Both 6f these
I would think were outside shots, but probably worth writing for information. You
might also try Charles F. Jones, 2027 Jeffrey, Troy, MI 48098, who had just become
group navigator, and who has an excellent memory.

In writing any of the names suggested, it would probably be well to mention that I
suggested you write, as I know all of the men.
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