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Senate Resolution No. 597

Offered by Senators DiNello, Bouchard, Dingell,
Faxon, Miller, Schwarz, Nick Smith, Vaughn and Welborn

A RESOLUTION OFFERED AS A MEMORIAL FOR THE LIFE OF
LIEUTENANT COLONEL GILBERT VANDERMARLIERE

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert VanderMarliere was a veteran of three
wars and truly represented the caliber of men and women who willingly served
their nation when called upon to do so. He earned recognition for his bravery and
the gratitude of his countrymen for his exploits as 2 member of the United States
Air Force. He also showed his mettle during the last days of his life as he struggled

against illness to one more vietory—to spend his seventeenth wedding anniversary
with his wife, Helen. It was his last day: and

WHEREAS, On April 24, 1944, Gil VanderMarliere was the pilot of a B-17, the
fabled “flying fortress,” when he was hit by heavy German antiaircraft firepower.
In spite of his wounds, he managed to bring his craft to earth on a German farm.
He was captured and held prisoner for one year before being freed by advancing
American armored units. He again answered the call to arms when trouble brewed
in Korea, where he flew combat and rescue missions. When fighting erupted in
Vietnam, the Air Force utilized his skills to train airmen in rescue operations at
Udorn Air Base in Thailand. His career spanned twenty-eight years of active and
reserve service, and it is indeed most fitting that his final resting place be with

others who served their country so faithfully, Fort Custer National Cemetery in
Battle Creek; and

WHEREAS, It is most appropriate, too, that the members of this legislative body
offer a final salute to this man who served the people of this state through his
military deeds and as a dedicated worker in the transportation department of the
city of Detroit; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, That a unanimous accolade of tribute be

accorded as a memorial to the life of Tieutenant Colonel Gilbert VanderMarliere;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to his wife as evidence
of our esteem.

Adopted by the Senate, September 23, 1992.
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Secretary of the Senate
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THE MACOMB DAILY

J. GENE CHAMBERS, Publisher

JERRYW BALLENGER, Markeling Di:ector ‘
KEN PRANGER, Confroller

MITCH KEHETIAN, Editor-In- Chlo[’{-ﬁ‘g uJR.(TE‘Q il 8

our opmlon

We humbly salute
a quiet local hero

Lt. Col. Gilbert VanderMarliere lived a good hfe, and
by all measures was a real patriot. ... ...« diow.
While the veteran of three wars mlght not be known by
today’s younger generation, we feel the late Chesterfield
Township resident warrants more than a passmg note on

the obituary page. ]

He truly represents the caliber of men and women who
serve their nation, and today’s editorial tribute i 188 R .‘i.,';:_.
. dedicated to all who serve — and who do their ]Ob i
without fanfare. L
From this vantage pomt we feel the retrred Alr I‘orce
lieutenant colonel was the
kind of person who best
personifies heartland .
~America. He did what had
to be done because
] America was more than a
place to'live. It was his*%|
~ country,and to | | o { 3
VanderMarhere that was i :

After retlrement from
the servrce in 1970, the

Grosse Pointe Farms . _
native went to work in the‘ i
transportahon division for |-
the city of Detroit. In'-. |,
recent years; he fought for-
his hfeBagamst the pain of - 1921-1992
cancer — and he never asked for favors or sympathy

g b

- returnto the Umted States for a fulI recovery from his

LA m.u YaluclivialllBlc Uicd nupgaad db ags 14, L "“"’J.
Helen; was at his bedside, It was an'extra- specral day tha
he had prayed to see and enjoy w1th his cari o

It was their 17th wedding anniversary;“«isc

For the decorated alrman we go back to Aprll 24 )
1944. .
As prlot of a B 17 that day in tnne heavy German ant1
aircraft firepower hit VanderMarhere S “f lylng fortress

Though at the controls of a crippled plane, and"
wounded by explodmg shell fragments, he was able'to’
guide his craft to a crash- landmg ona German farm, .

While the farmers tried to protect | the wounded pllot
military officials were finally notified because'it was .«
feared the American airman would. not surv1 unless he
received medrcal treatment for his: wounds A e

The next happlest day in: VanderMarllere S 11f_e cam
year later on April 29, 1945 when he was freed b; i
- advancing Amencan armored units, and’ was able to

war wounds o : S N

But it wasn’t long before the trumpets of war, in the
_rugged terrain of a place called Korea, would pull’our:
patriot back into service. And again he took part in -
combat missions, concentrating on. rescue flights:i 4

Later, when flghtmg erupted i Vletnam the caII came
again as the Air Force utilized VanderMarhe_re s skills to
help train our airmen in rescue missions. whrl 13 'ng 0 t
of the Udorn Air Base i in Thailand. '-._?.':*- ;

reserve semce spannmg three wars. 2
Yet he never extolled the Air. Force Cross or Purple:
IIeart medals he had recelved for'havmg served in thr
armed conflicts.:
VanderMarliere’ s final restmg place will be at Fort: .
Custer National Cemetery in Battle Creek wrth other mel
and women who served out of Iove for their country.::: "
One of VanderMarliere’s last wishes was that he could
be best remembered through donations to the “goo "
people at St. J oseph Hosprce” in Mount Clemens
We agree.:
We also feel an edrtorral S ute’is
served i in three wars RS 3
And we extend that salute to'his; wite, his sons an
daughters srsters 21 grandcmldren and '4 great AT
grandchlldren &
Farewell Lt Col Gllbert VanderMarher

R R
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18 September 1992

Dear Helen:

1 was much saddened today to receive word from you of Gil's death,
although your previous letter had indicated that it was imdinent.

May I offer my pereonal condolences, and I know that I speak for
those others in the 306th who knew him at Thurleigh, or perhaps in
prison camp, that he will be missed by them as well.

In the newspaper column which you sent, I noted mention of his re-

ceipt of the Air Porce Cross. By any chance, do you have a copy of

the citation for this award that you could send me? I would like to
make mention of it in Echoes and to put a copy in his folder in the
306th collection.

All of our materials whll eventually be placed in the Library of the
U. S. Air Force Academy, so I am trying to assemble as much personal
data as I can. We hope, in looking into the far distant future, that
the 306th collection will be undque among those materials available
to future generations of cadets, and will therefore be used for hie-
torical research on the air war that we knew.

Our reunion in England, on the 50th anniveraary of hhe Group's arrival
for combat was a tremendous success, and the Group is as strong today
as it ever was in its heyday.

I look forward to hearing from you again.

Oh, by the way, I stopped to see Gil once in St. Clair Shores. Were
you there? This must have been in 1980, 81, or about that
time. My recollection is that I remember a wife, but not
her name.,

Sincerely yours,
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