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1 March 1987

Mr. Lee W. Tipton
13471 W. 25th Avenue
Golden, CO 80401

Dear Mr. Tipton:

There is little additional information that I can give you concerning your
brother. A mid-air collisdon did occur, a not infrequent happening in heavy
bomber formations. Formation flying is hazardous at best and near misses
were the norm. Pilots were relatively inexperienced with their aircraft and
formation flying was demanding and a difficult exerciee to handle.

There were seven survivors off your brothers crew, and we do have good ad-
dresses for several of them. I cannot in anyway assure you that you will

get responses or information from any of these men. Some want to tatally
forget the experience, and because of the nature of the air war, so much
happened in a few seconds that these men had little or no chance to observe
vhat was happening to other people about them, their own survival being
paramount. That they did survive a mid-air collisdon is probably due to good
fortune than anything else.

Prank Jacknick is now deceased

Shedrick Jones, 2325 E. Vickery, Fort Worth, TX 76104
Robert L. Stevenson, unknown

John P. Morrison, unknown

Fred J. Zdobylak, 9831 Soreng, Schiller Park, IL 60176
Thomas D. McMahon, Box 582, Redway, CX 95560

My guess is that you will get more information out of Zdobylak and McMahon,
as they were both enlisted and served in the plane more intimately thatn did
Jones, who operated from the nose.

Jones and McMahon were both on Johnston's original crew with your brother, so
they had a longer association, and flew the Atlantic together.

Another Johnsénn crew member who was not on this mission was Wyndom Haymes,

7601 Canyon Ct., Tampa, FL 33615. He may have some recollections. Johnston's
original co-pilot was Dr. Charles Flannagan, Rt. 1, Box 438, Tell City, IN 47586.
I hope some of this may be useful information.

Sincerely yours,
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