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ANY PROBLEMS WITH PARACHUTE:

306th Bombardment Group. SQDN:



Russell A. Strong Feb. 11, 1988
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Russ~-

Thanks for your dedicated service to the 306th,

Going down the pilot list in the latest Echoes brought
back many memories,

I note that the list indicates my name as co-pilot only.
I came to the 306th as John Gassler's co-pilot--flew

19 missions with him--one as observer tail gunner in
wing leader plane and 6 as pilot. (1ist attached)

I am also attaching some items you may find interesting.
They are copies and do not need to be returned,

Sincerely,
Czéar/647a”
Carl R. Thompson

1824 Stonegate
Denton, TX 76205
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- 0ffice of the Commanding Officer

tnited States Foroes

APQO BE7,
23 March, 1544.

~

8UBJECT: Reccmmendstion for Re-assigmment of CARL R. THOMPSON, First
: Lieutenant, 0~880764. A :

TO t Whoa It May Oonbern.

1. Subject Officer has completed 191:40 hours of Qombat Flying as
& Pilot. Hoe has complete a total of twenty-six (38) Combat Missioms,
and oredited with an additional four (4) missions as determined by Ltr,
Eighth Air Porgs, Pile 221, 4 Maroh 1944, Bubj: ™Relief of Combat Crew
Personnel® and Memorandum 36-1, Eighth Air Foroe, 4 March 1944. During
the oourse of his missions he destroyed no Enemy Airoraft and has been
degorated or is eligible for the following decorations;

/ EE T
Alr Medal

o ~Mye Missions
~ Qak’ Leaf Cluster v .t “'Ten Missions
Oak Leaf Cluster - Fifteen Missions
Oak Leaf Cluster ' " Twonty Missions
Distinguished Flying Cross Twenty-five Missions

2. Subjeot 0fficer's performance of duty is rated by his Commande

ing O0fficer as Superior.

3. Assigmment of subject Officer, immaterial.

GEORGE L. ROBINSON,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Commanding.




RESTRICTED e ¥t
Hq Righth Air Porce

GENERAL ORDERS

HO. 210 EXTRAOLT APO 854, 25 March 1944,

1. Undar the provisions of Army Hegulations 800-45, 22 Beptomber 1043,
and pursuant to antherity contaimed in Restrloted TT Message {2138, Hg
USSAFE, 11 Janusry 1944, the DISTINGUISFED FLYING CROSS is wwmrdsd o the
following-namod %mlm for extraordinary schiovemsnt, as sst forth in
oitation. This has previously earned the Air Hedsl and Thres

Oak Leaf Qiuvsters for wear therewlith.
- 2 . ™ ™

CAHL R. THOMPSOH, O-880784, lst Lisutenant, 368th Bombardment Bquadron,
muﬁm (H), Army Alr Forces, United States Army. For
extrsordinary schisvement, while serving as Fillot of a E-1T airplens on
twanty-rive bombardmant missions ever enemy occoupled Conbinantal Burcpe.
Displaying great oourage and skill, Licutenant Thompson, has materially
aided in the suocess of saoh of the twmnty=five missions and his actlons
are sn inspiring example for his fellow flyers. The coursge, coolnsss
and skill displayed by Lisutenant Tuompson on all thess cccasions rellect
the highest credit upon himeelf and the Arced Foroes of the Unlted Stabes.
Homs addreas: Farls, Toxas.

. * » L ]
By command of Lisutenant Gensral DOOLITTLE:

JOHE A. SAMFPORD,
Brigoadier General, U.B.A.,
{senl) Chiaf of Staff.
OFPICIALs
« TORO,
Colonel, AGD,
“jﬂ'h—'ﬂt Ganeral,

A THUE COFY:

Vi ad,

1."." Hj. -l.l up

RESTRICTED




3607H BOMATMENT BQUADRG ()
0ffice of the Gruadyon Commander
Inited States Foross

A

THOGSM is an expellent offloor of cutatanding character

% o not in that capacity has been dancnstrated on mumercus oooaS=

Fsoompendation.

Whom It May Cknoern,

IH:I.'.'L
ﬂhnnﬁrdtﬂ:m

A 2”), ﬂ%w
{;, CHN M, HEGAN,
1t Cely Alr Corps,



17 March 1988

Dear Carl:

Got your envelope today and appreciated the coples of orders.
I did not have the November item, and had access to the Fehr-
ruary listing only thru microfilm.

I need a little more help. At times the grou jvaried, and yours

was one in which they did not list the various crew spec@ilties

on the orders when you reported. This was routinely done about

75 per cent of the time, and the remainder leaves me guessing.

Thue, I need information for:

Anthony Cieri

David L. Mills (there were two David Mills in the 368th at that
timel!)

David Gollaher

Theodore Lenoski
Ben Mings and Roy Grothe

Also, why did Logan get a promotion to captain in April '447 Have
I missed something? Was he ggoadron bombardier? Or have I miss
read something along the way?

Any help you can give will be appreciated.

Also, do you know the present or 1943/44 whereabouts of any of
these men whom we do not have on the mailing list?

Hope to see you in Vegas.



Preserving Our Heritage

All of my life, my father has been telling stories like only he can tell them. As I came
to appreciate his gift in the last few years, I also began to realize that he was not
getting any younger. I worried that his stories would fade away with him, and that
made me so sad to think about, for his stories were entertaining, thought-provoking,
educational, and valuable.

Although he protested that “no one wants to hear my stories,” I insisted that he allow
me to tape him telling them. For several weeks, I spent a day with my parents, sitting
on the couch for several hours with a tape recorder between us and my notes for
prompting him should he need it. I also video-taped one of these sessions. When we
were finished, I had one video-tape and five, 60-minute cassettes full of his stories
from his childhood through his return from W.W.IL

Shortly thereafter, my family and I moved out-of-state and such a task would have
been more difficult. Within just a few months, Dad had open-heart surgery and began
his last year, dying only 15 months after our taping sessions, never having regained
his vigor. If I had put-off the task at all, I would never have preserved his stories -
our story.

Since his death, I have realized just what a treasure I have. Not only is our family
history and that of our nation preserved, but also, my Dad’s voice! Several have
already inquired as to how soon they will get a copy - they just want to hear his voice!
What if I had waited?!

Very soon, I will begin the process of transcribing these tapes, making them more
long-lasting in the face of changing sound technology, then making copies of both the
tapes and the transcript for all the households in my family. I have gathered the most
important of his official service records to include as well. I want future generations
of my family to realize what a great person my dad was and to understand his pride
for his country and his pride for his service. I want them to appreciate the sacrifices
and difficulties of his generation, and I want my own young children to have some
way of knowing their “GranGran.”

I miss my Dad! - Carl R. Thompson [b. 9/13/22, d. 11/23/99]
306th BG, 368th squadron

Cynthia Thompson Carrell
10 Cattail Rd.

Searcy AR 72143
501-268-8950



The 27th Mission

In the movie Saving Private Ryan, eight men risk their lives to find one soldier behind
enemy lines in order to send him home as all three of his brothers have been killed in
action. When Pvt. Ryan asks how can he leave his comrades and not finish his mission,
Capt. Miller responds that his mission, now, is to go home, to live a good life for his
family that is worthy of these who have risked, and lost, their lives for his sake. At
the movie’s end, the old man Ryan visits Miller’s grave and wonders if he lived his life
well, if he was worthy in his mission.

Towards the end of Dad’s life, he asked - more than once - “Why was I allowed to live
- out of all of us?” Only 16 of the 60+ men in his squadron came home. I believe the
answer was that, like Pvt. Ryan, Dad had another mission: to live a good life for his
family. Yes, Dad you were worthy of your (27th) mission.

[This was part of our family Christmas newsletter 12/99]

Cynthia Thompson Carrell
10 Cattail Rd.

Searcy AR 72143
501-268-8950
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This is the Air Force record of sorties I flew,

You will note that the record gives me credit- for

30 sorties--I actually flew 26, 8th Air Force Memo
#35-1 gives credit for 4 since the first 21 were

flown during the time when 25 was considered a tour.

My last 5 were flown after the tour was raised to 30.

I flew 19 asicopilot with John Gassler--6 as First Pilot-
and 1 as Observer, in tail gunner position, oun group
lead plane.

L

o-P-E-a-A-'rgx_-o-n-A-‘L 5-0-R-7-1-E ‘\R-E-'O"O"E.-D-é
m . THOMPSQN, CARL Ba oo . SQUADRON 368th

: BANK __M ! . , GROUP 'ﬁosth

T8V pupy __Pilot L |

.
&

SERTAL NUMBER __ 0-68076h
S | Grewp  iIndivid ~ ' Total .
22 "Dete (Misplon |Mission R~E~M~A-R-K-S Time | Time
Ao | Number  [Number o ‘
1 KNABEN, NORWAY 7. TiL5 | T3hb
2 . BREMEN, GERMANY 7 6:201 1505 -
hﬁ — LEVERKUSEN, GERMANY - . 7:00 ET_I-.OSE‘
LA ROCHELLE, FRANCE . 6:100| 2710
5 KIEL, GERMANY - - 7235, 3L:L0
0 DREMEN, OFRMANY 'f : —ﬁrl'ﬁ—“:a
Y KIEL, QERMANY ¥ 73150 50:10
8 NOBALL, FRANCE Y : L3115 olh:25
9 NOBALL, FRANCE. 4:35] 59:00
10 1 FRANKFURT, QERMANY, - ~1:20] 66520
-1l _ | BRUNSWICK, GERMANY — 13151 73339
12 NY Y 6:451 80320
13 FRANKFURT, Q ERMANY v/ 7305| 87:29
1 CHATEAUDUN, FRANCE V . 61001 93:2%
115 | LEIPZIQ, GERMANYV 93201 102:h5
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f 17 Bernhurg ?eb 22 41 los
Logan hit JU B8 pzdnt-rfght at tavdam b 1093 came in very
close & caught us off guard, Had fighter attacks all the
way out and saw many Titers on the way in. Saw three go down
on'ithe way in-one explode. I saw maveral planes of our grovp . |
E0 down when 28 many 23 15 or 20 came through at a time,
Cierr got 190 but didn't get official elaim,
loat 7 from base. Proctor & Fall went down in plane we had
flown day before. I saw 4 parachutes gn Lhe way in, Lots of
20 mm explodimg around and saw satimated 100-150
Titera face to face-could see stripesz on Epinners & markings
on sides of plane & wings.
Bill bad in his log 11 bomers down & and we sircled cne whieh
our boys saw diteb & sent in position, We came back over
XKolp flack & was about as bad as I aver BawW -
Dash took ws over Rotterdam flack, We got about 8 flack holes
& I bhave piece of flack whieh cut Eupercharger wire ou # L.
Crew saw plane level off & bomb small town then bail out.
B1ll saw 10 chutes out of Garrets plane., Saw B 248 shot down
fiters and 20mm around B 24s

S —
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# 18 Scheinfurt Feh 24 49 loat

I flew as tall gummer for Colonel Rédper with Lngan as bombardier
Made a dry run on target. Flack very accurate. Fiters hit us
on the way in and came through as many as 22 at & time. 1 got
gome shots from tail., FW & 1083, I saw several fellows get nit
by flack over target. John flylng second element lead got hit
in #2 losthydrauliec line & tire. High & low egdn, leaders shot

down, Saw large rocket explosion-estimated 60 fiters.
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Russ-

I hope you and your family had a good 1993, Information

in Echoes indicates that you had 8 good reunion in Seattle.
Martha and I went to Alaska last summer., We wanted a more
complete tour than the 306th one so we went on & cruise up

the ccast and a trip vp to Fairbanks, Denali, Acorage, etc.
Looking back on the England trip, I believe it was the greatest
we have ever or will ever be on.

Flease send me the remainder of my mission reports. Enclosed
is §35 cheﬁifu cover these Z0. If you were able to find

anything on the 8 Mar 44 Berlin one please send that info.
too. Mission list attached.

I am enclosing & few copies of old orders, ete. trom my 30&6th
file, Use them in any way you want.

I personélly appreciate all of the work you bave deone for
the 306th, We owe you a lot.

Sincerely,
(ot 4
Carl R. Thompzon
1824 Stonegatie
Denton, TK 76205
B17T 243%=5807
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(date)

CERTIFICATE OF PRUPICIZNOY

(In cormlisnce with Circular 50-4)

1, I certify that I have studied all evailable operating instruections and
have received instructions in the aperations of all instrusunts, contrels, start-
ing, ignitimn and fuel systems and other spoglal installations of the type B=17G
airplane, and I have answered the questionalre as ety forth by the Operations
Officer, 306th Bouwbardment Group (H), and am famdliar with the combet crew ;
duties on this partieular type airplane, \

Cod M e

Carl R,Thompson
1st Lt.,  AC,

{rank)

2. I eertify thut I have, this date, completed the check flight of

s O the type B q7g airplana, and that
he is now yualified as Airplanc Commander and Pilat af sime,

] inae

1

Chack Pilet,

Y ames D, H‘ﬂﬂ.hﬂn y -I
1st Lt., AC, !
A Flight Commander, Z
|
{rank)



HEADQUARTERS S06TH BOMBARDMENT QGROUP (H) (a~29) ‘
0ffice of the Gommanding Officer
United BStates Forces

APO B67,
23 ugtoh. 19544.

SUBJBOT: noomonﬁtion for Re-assignment of CARL R, THOMPSON, Pirst
: "~ Lieutenant, 0-880764.

TO s VWhon It May Conoorn.

1. Bubjeot officer has completed 191:40 hours of Qombat Flying as
& Pilot, He has complete a total of twenty-six (38) Gombat Missious, ,
end oredited with an additional four (4) missions as deternined by Ltr,
Bighth Alr Poras, File 281, 4 Narch 1944, 8udbj: "Relief of Combat Crew
Personnel®” and Memorandum 36-1, Eighth Air Force, 4 March 1944. During
the course of his missions he destroyed no Enemy Airoraft and has been
decorated or 1s eligible for the following deocorations;

/

Alr Medal PMve Missions

Oak’ Leaf Cluster Ten Missions

Oalt Leaf Cluster - Fifteon Missions

Oak Leaf Cluster Twenty Migsions
Distinguished Flying Cross Twenty-five Missions

2. B8ubject Officer's performanae of. duty is rated by his Command-
ing Officer as Superior.

3 As_aignnont of subjeot Officer, immaterial.

GBORGE L. ROBINSON,
Colonel, Air Corps,

P
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OENERAL ORDERS — Hq Righth Alr Porae

§o. 210 EXTRACE  APO 6354, 28 Maroh 19544,

1. Undor the provisions of Army Regulations 600-48, 22 September 1948,
sxd pursusnt to authority contained in Restrioted TT Mossage #2139, Hq
USSAPE, 11 Janusry 1944, the DISTINGUISFED FLYIEG CROSS is awarded to the
following-named _Officer, for extreordinary aohlevemsnt, as set forth in
eitation, This lv 1 has previously earned the Air Medsl and Three
Oak lLeaf Clusters for wear therewith,

. = * : . ®

CARL R. THOMPSOH, 0-880764, lst Lieutenant, 368th Bombardment 8quedron,
306th Bombardment Uroup (H), Army Alr Poroes, United States Army. For
extreordinary achieverent, while serving as Pilot of & B-17 eirplenecon
twenty-five bombardwent missions over enemy ooeupied Continental Burope.
Displaying great coursge and skill, Lieutensnt Thompson, has materially
aided in the success of each of -the twsnty-five missions and his aotione
are an inspiring example for his fellow flyers. The courage, ooolness
end skill displayed by Lisutenant Thompson cn all these ocoasions reflect
the highest oredit upon himgelf and the Armed Forces of the United 8tabes.
Bome addressy Paris, Texas.

. . . . s )
By command of Lisutenant Oeneral DOOLITTLE:

e A : ‘ JOHH A. SAMFORD,

: , Brigadier General, U.8.A.,
(8eal) Chief of Staff.
OFFICIALS

« TORO,
Colomnel, AGD,
Adjutent General.

W el

1st llto. A. C,
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Anterica's velengns . . .
Tgﬁmﬁ we'll remember,



Det, B, 1994

Hello Russ,
I hope this finds you and yours in good healtih.

Martha and I vacationed in Hoth Carolina in July. My

brother lives in Durham,
Thanka for sending the mission reports.

I am 8till working part tims for Ford Motor Co, Climate
Control Engineering. Keeps me busy with my volunteet
church work, ete.

The church window turned out to be a heart break

gitustion for me. I worked most of a year,full time,

&8s cheirman of the building committee.on the major {1 7 mil)
renovation of our great old bullding. The artist who
designed the twenty windows:is an Bighth Alr Force buff

and he designed the plane and Insigna into the window
without my or the wWwindow committee's knowledge,

He wanited it to be a surprise since the window was
dedicated to mes and Martha. fLPI”G

i
ifter we returned from England the window committee and
our mintster made the dicislon to remove the "Instrument
of War". The artist disagreed, however, he was ovar-
tyled and they reguired that the plane be removed, They
réluctantly allowed the insigna to remain.

I feel very strongly about the cause that the B 17 ree-
presents. It was not the individual recognition but
recognition of all ofinicomrades. As you read this 1 know
you can feel my pain which is still there.

The artist made a very nice panel with a B 17 in it  for
me to have at home,

I am enclosing extra photos of the window &nd also a
brochure describing the dedlcation of all of the windows,
of which we are very proud.

I say again---thanks for a2&l of your work for the 306th
Best wishen,

(0t
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First United Methodist Church

Denton, Texas

Dedication of the Stained Glass Windows
John Kebrle, stained glass artist

September 13, 1992 3:30 and 10:45 a.m.
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FIEST UNITED HWETHODIST CHURCH
DENTON, TEXAS
September 13,1992

THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS TH THE SANCTUARY

i1
In Memory of
GEO. M. and ELEANOR HOPEINS
by GEORGE M. and JAME HOPEINS
Theme: The MATIVITY
Star of the Wativity overhead, Bethlehem in background, Lily symbolic of the
Annunciation, Crowns of the Three Eings

#2
In Memory of
THE ®. L. BAMEY FAMILY
Theme: CHRIST PREACHING TO THE MULTITUDE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE
Shell symbolic of baptism, Bible symbolic of spiritual knowledge

#3
In Loving Memory of
CORDON RAMNDOLPH HICEMAN
by his wife RUTH ANN HICEMAN and daughters, EDEN, GINGER, and SHELLY
Theme: CHRIST FEEDIKG THE 5,000
Cup and bread symbolic of Communion, pitcher and basin symbolic of Foot Washing

#4
In Memory of
CECIL A. KING and HAZEL K. EING
by BOBEBY F. and WILLIE JOHKSOH
DEBEA F. amd BABRAH JOHHEOHK SQUIRES
Theme: THE LAST SUPFPER
The Lamb with Resurrection Banner symbolic of
The Lamb of God

#5
In Loving Hemory of
ISABELLE ARMISTEAD HALL SCOTT
In Honmor of
RICHARD E. J. SCOTT
by BEN and ELIZABETH HALL WEISS and FAMILY
Theme: GETHSEMANE
Hands symbolic of prayer and praise, three crosses symbolic of Calvary



#+h
In Memory of
PR, and MRS. W. CLAUDE CASTLEBERRY, CLAUDE JR. and ISLA MARIE
by MR5. FRARCES CASTLEBERRY LUNSFORD and BOBR CASTLERERRY
Theme: RESURRECTION
Candle symbolic of Light of the World, The Empty Tomb

{7
Given to the FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, DERTON
by BILL and ROSE WATSON
in the YEAER OF OUE LOERD 1992
Theme: THE COVEMANT
Stars symbolic of the twelwve tribes of Israsl

i
In Honor of
LOUISE M. and J. STAMLEY MONROE
by THEIR FAMILY
MARGIE and ROY APPLETON, MARILYMN and ALEX DICKIE, JR.
and GRANDCHILDRENM
Theme: THE GOOD SHEPHERD

g
In Honor of
MES. ANMNIE LUCTILLE MICHAEL
In Memory of
J. B. MICHAEL, SRK. and MES. HONA RUTH wOOD
by DON and NORMA WOOD
Theme: THE CREATION

#10
Given by the GUYEHR FAMILY
JOHN and PAT
SHARON, ROMALD, and REBECCA
Theme: THE 23RD PSALM

#il
In Leving Memory of
WILLIAM FEANKLIN MAXCY and LILLIE FEREEY EIRE MAXCY

and LEOWARD EIRE MAXCY

by MABEL E. MAXCY

Theme: MUSTIC
Symbals: singing birds, music in nature - Angel, heavenly music - children singing,

Voices of the people



Fica's veterans . .

E friends we'll remember.
——
——
"
f;j o #12
L= ; preciation to
' > - .-1;g AM C. CROUCH
T FLA v - OVING and FAITHFUL SERVICE
= and THIS COMMUNLTY
/ fﬁ .5 and FRIEKNDS
{ CIRCUIT RIDER
Keys - " God is living and active, sharper than a
% +s+" Hebrews 4:11
:%5 =

13
TO OUR BELOVED J. D. HALL and FRAN SCOTT
from ISABELLE and JACK SCOTT
Theme: MANNA FROM HEAVEN
"Hot by bread alone..." Luke 4:4 "He who comes to me shall net hunger." John 6:35

14
GIVEN BY THE BUNGALOW CLASS
FOUKDED 1938
Theme: BLESSING THE CHILDREN

"Let the Children come to me...for of such is the Kingdom of God" Mark 10:14

15 b
A SPECIAL TRIBUTE
THE BUILDING COMMITTEE, GENERAL CONTRACTORS, ASSOCTATES,

and NUMEROUS FRIENDS DOWATED THIS WINDOW IN HMONOR OF

CARL and MARTHA THOMPSON '
WHO LED US DAY BY DAY THROUGH THE BUILDING PROGRAM

Theme: WASHING OF THE DISCIPLES' FEET
Wheat and grapes symbolic of bread and wine

216
In Loving Memory of
JACK deCORDOVA
by FRANCES and RICHARD deCORDOVA
Theme: BETRAYAL and DENIAL
Symbols: thirty pleces of silver - the cock crowing

#17
IN PRAISE OF CHILDREN
by DON and MARION ROBINSON
Theme: MUSIC
Symbolic of Imstruments for making music - organ pipes and the lyre



#18
In Memory of
DR. and MRS. MILTOM DAVIS
by ETHELYH DAVIS
Theme: PENTECDST
Ship symbolic of the Church

#19
In Memory of
HAROLD R, and ANMA R. DETRICK
Theme: "GO YE THEREFORE....."

20
In Loving Memory of
JACK and OFAL BOWDS
by BILL, BETTY, JEANNE, and PAUL
Theme: THE CONVERSION OF PAUL

COMMITTEE for STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Chairman: Billie Johnson

Connie Akers

M1llie Giles

Jack Hipghfill

Jane Hopkins
Linda Howes

Mabel E. HMaxcy

ex officlo: William €. Crouch

John Thornton
Justin Tull



BALCONY LEVEL
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