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I am endcavoring to éui.together a good history of the 306th I am interested in any special materials which you may have,
Bombardment group, an ideca which has been in my mind for some such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
yecars., I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all insignia, etc, I am also intercsted in commendations (other

kinds of data and working through the official history and than the-usual Alr Medal and PFC) you may have received,
rzecords of Lthe group. I sorved as a navigator with the 367th special stories which you may have in your posscssion, letters
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am that are highly deseriptive of combat action, or any other
dircctor of news and information services at Wright State U- documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxecd copics. But,
niversity, Dayton, Ohio. I solicit your assistance in my pro- 'if you do not have such facilities rcadily available, I would
Ject., . . approciate the loan of materials which I might copy and re-

turn to you immediately. I am also intercsted in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were donc within &4 couple of ycars of the cvents. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.
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other personal datas

pescription of Air Missions:
{What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were thare of
which you have special knowledge?)
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Interview with
WILLIAM TARR

in San Antonio, TX
in June 1979

On 5th mission, groundlooped on an RAF field after Steéting
raid, Never saw that plape again.

Took hit in nose, blew off pleiglass, killed bombardier

and navigator. Large hole on right side of nose. Flew all the
way home with bombardier®s body still strapped to seat and
hanging out nose,

Very noisy and windy with the nose off,

Navigator had been hit on head and knocked back into catwalk,
Lost two engines. #2 lost turbo down to 8000 and #3 feathered,
Hydraulic fluid all over.

On 10th mission, had to kick Shubel Owen out of plane,

Tarr went out nose door,



13 June 1977

Mr. Wm. Tarr :

7403 Castle Trail Dr

San Antonio, TE 78218
Deaxr Bill:

I recently received the enclosed picture from s
ground man of the 306th without any identification.

Immediately I wondered if it might be your plane on
the daggyou lost your bombardier and navi;ator? I
note that the prop is also gone from the #3 engine.

I would be interested to know if you can give me any
assistance on it?

8incerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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, WAR DEPARTMENT gs
IN REPLY REFER TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE o
AG 201 Tarr, William C. WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
(15 Aug 44) PD=C 0805 535

-

16 August 1944,

e JMrs, Rebajans Tarr,
404 Market Street,
Belle Vernon, Pennsylvania,

My dear Mrs, Tarr:

I have the honor to inform you that, by direction of the President,
the 8ilver Star has been awarded to your husband, First Lieutenant Williax
C. Tarr, Alr Corps, and the Air Medal and one Oak-leaf Cluster, which
indicates the second award of the same decoration, have been awarded to
hiz while he was serving as Second Lieutenant, The oitations are as follows:

SILVER STAR

"For gallantry in action, while piloting a B=-17 airplane
on a bombardment mission over Germany, 1l April 1944,. BEnroute
to the target the squadron in which Lieutenant Tarr was flying
was viciously attacked by twenty (20) FW-190 aircraft. During
the initial assault; a burst of cannon fire shattered the
ploxiglass nose, killing the navigator and bembardier. Though
two of the fighters were destroyed by members of the orew, the
enemy succeeded in knooking out one engime, partially disabling
a second engine, and rendering the hydraulic eystem useless.
In spite of the battered condition of his plane and although
still two hours flying time from the target, Lieutenant Tarr
skillfully held a position in the formation and successfully
bonbed the target. He remained with the formation until over
the North Sea and then orderinz all unnecessary equipment to be
jottisoned, headed for the nearest base in England, The gallan-
try, skill and determination to carry on in the face of great )
odds displayed by Lieutenant Tarr were direstly responsible for {
the successful bombing of the target and the safe return of his




AIR MEDAL AND ONE OAK LEAF CLUSTER

"For exceptionally meritorious achievement,
while participating in ten separate bomber combat
missions over enemy occcupied Continental Burope.
The courage, coolness and skill displayed by this
officer upon these occasions reflect great credit

upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United
Statea.'

Since these awards cannot be formally presented to your husband
at this time, the decorations will be presented to you, The Silver
8tar, Adr Medal and one Oak-leaf Cluster will be forwarded to the
Commanding General, Third Service Command, Baltimore, Maryland, who
will salect an officer to make the presentation. The officer selected
will communicate with you conceraing your wishes in the matter,

Sincerely yours,




30 January 1976

Dear Bill:

Thanks for ths tape. I made a copy of it last
night and so will return it to you immediately,

To answer a couple of your questions in the
tape: your bombardier on the last mission was
named Krashes, and you were flying in a compos-
fte with the 82nd and 305th, according to the
official records, which I also received yester-
day from Washington,

I would like to know a little about your prison
camp experience: where wers you? shat other

306th men did yousee there? what happened to your
crew of this mission, and also your original crew?

I assume you know that Fife was killed in October
of 1944,

Any other details that come to mind would be most
appreciated, as each little piece helps to com-
plete the puzzls,

Thanks so much for your help,

Bincersely yours,

Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court Dayton, Ohio 45424

1



" preciate all information you can give me.

12 January 1976

Mr, William Tarr BT
7403 Castle Trail Orive o "
San Antonio, Texas 78218 P

Dear fr. Tarr: %x N

I chatted briefly with yeur wife the ether night about AN
the work I am doing en a history ef the 806th Bembard- AT
ment Group, and I weuld like to ask fer your help. \

I em working carefully through much of the material nam. ‘
and 1 certainly have to balisve at this point that &
had mere trouble on a short tour than anyene with t
Group during its entire combat experience of three 333;9.
Of courae, the fact that you survived makes it even mope
interesting. o ,-:\

Could you tell me something about the loss of your Pirst
bombardier, having the nose shot off the plans, and (fie.
nally going down on ths Oberpfaffenhofen raid? ;\W
Has any of this been written up bsefore and could you make
such material available to me? Have you written down az}
of your experisnces? *\

\R\A

If nothing like this has happensd perhaps you would have !\ -
a tape recorder aveilable and could just talk into ft. I ' %
would be very happy to provide the tape for such a vantura.\_

;
I have been "researching" the story for about a yaar now.';
and Pind it increasingly interesting. During that time ) SR
have bsen able to interview Col. Robinson, Group COj John RN
Bairnsfather, intelligence officer; Col. Regan, sqdn. come
manderj a number of gqunners, etc. I think there is far more
gtory than has sver been written, and yours ia. ona of the
better ones. :

If you have materials--pictures, clippings, manuecrﬂpts.
etc.==you could loan me, I would return them almost' {m-

mediately., I would like to see your Silver Star citation,
and do you have any shots of your heavily damagad plane?

Also, do you know the whereabouts of any of your cra&y or
of other 306th friends? Or, where they may have come from?
We are trying to locate every 306th member we can as a
306th association is being planned, ‘
: i

I am enclosing my usual collaction of forms, and woulb ap-

Sincerely yours,
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26 May 1976

Col, Wm, Tarr
7403 Castle Trail Or,
San Antonio, Texas 78218

Dear Bill:

1 noted the picture on the accompanying page in a paper
back book, Crackupl!, and wondered if there was any pos=
sibility of 1t Eagng your plane on 11 April 44,

I have made an effort to contact the author to see if he
can further identify the picture, or tell me where it
came from, If I get a reply from him I'll let you know.

1t appears in the book that tail markings had been oblite
erated by the censor, but pesrhaps ws can work our way
around that and find out more asbout it.

I'm still trying to locate some of the 306th base photo
people, but haven't found anyone as yet.

Hope you are planning to make the 386th reunion in Oct-
ober, I ate with a small group in Chicago recently and
had a great time, including Col. Robert Williams, who
was group ops when you were around the 306th,

1'11 be interested in your rsaction.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohio 45424

513/233-8735

P.S. The book was published in 1970 by Arco Publishing
Company of New York. I found it on sale at the
Air Museum hsere,
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Expectations and reward...
USAA makes it possible with a lifetime of service.




