21 May 1986

Mr. Wayne Stellish
Aurelfa, IA 51005

Dear layne:

Enjoyed your letter of 10 May, od especially appreciated the pictures.
Several of them of planes were better than anything I have in my files.

This brings me to ask if you would be willing to loan me your negatives
at some point in the future? I think there is a 306th man who would make
prints for my files of excellent quality. I'11 check with him as to

whether he has set up a dark room since his latest move, or not. I don't
currently have a darkrcom available, or I'd do it myself.

You mentfoned the "worst incident", and I would agree. I was standing in

the interrogation room, heard the noise, and looked out just as the two

planes hit. That picture appeared in the newspapers in the states in

late January while 1 was on leave in California. It also appears at the

Air Museum at Dayton, OH, with the identification that it was two 305th
planes colliding over their base. I told them they'd made a mistake in the
1de:t1f1cation as to place, but they said it was too much trouble to make
a change. .

I'11 have to check my aerial shots of the base to see if the caravan shows

up in any of them. I think it probably does, and I*11 be able to use it e
with the story. Its an interesting piece about something most people knew ty
nothing about. \

Some of those foggy days were something to fly in. In late August 44 we '\
took off for the Ruhr, into the fog right off the runway and nothing clear W
until 12,000. On the way back my plane was flying low man in the low sguadron .
so we were told to take off and find the field. We did. But there were three :
others planes flying mround as well, all of us at 200 feet. He could see staaighﬁ
up and straight down, but not laterally. We finally found the flares off the ;\
east end of 24 and came in to land. Just as we did, two planes roared across b
about 50 feet .above us. Only four got home that day. A1l of the rest diverted. ﬁ

Good to jear from you and all the best,
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