I DEAR MR ETRenG ;

T AN Geikg Te WRTE you A LETTER, To TRY To EXHap
A PROBLEM THAT HAS OCcURED, AND HAS HURT ME VER Y
VEEFLY AN D EMETIoNAd

FoR Ho YEARE T WAvE QEEN TRYING To LocaTE A MEMBER
6F MY cREw, AFTER TeiniNg THE ﬂaeﬂﬁcffﬂ AR D RECE ving
MY Drﬂpa-mﬁ)‘ LOCATED MY My, Hl:; NAME WAS JakU
HEQBERG AD HE LIWWES a1 4370 _r.c:.wpu_ BLuD., JENVER Colo.
THE KEasop T was LeckKing Fo HM Was BEchucE T THIVE T
SAWED HIS LIFE By MY AcTions. T CALLED BIM [MPEDIATELY To
CEE |F HE WAS THE RIGHT MAn, AND THEN FLEW DowV To SEE HIM:

WHILE T w%_;THEEEJ]—'EE EHew R ME SaMETHMG THAT MAQE
I ME CRY. BE suewED ME THE Beeg FIRSTovER §ERMAVY, AND
LIN T wat A PARAGRAPH FRoM THE 1< Beguy RAD 3)&:/5*5*
(OF CATT. ADAMS CREW oF WHicH # cfEw MEMBERS Fﬁmr;jﬂ
AND DAILED 6UT, T WAL ONE oF THEM,

WELL TS WAL & FLAGRALT LIE, AND T wiLt TRY To TELL
Yo W HAT HAPTENED. _

WHLE WE WERE WASMING P BE FnF-'ii TAKE OFF, WE WECE
raving A YROBLEM o (TH ONE of ToE ENGIVES Twr wE st
Teok eFF, LATER E(THER WERRE THE TARLET OR AFTER T
_‘pm-‘l":‘ REMEMBER Wi Gor ihT By FlAR AVD ALSO A \wiNp MiLtivg
PR on THE: BAD ENGIME, WE STARTED To LoSE ALTITUDE
(CAPT. ADAMS GAVE THE DML ouT eRbBER TWICE, BUT LT
| MATHIS TWICE SAID Mo, At tms TIME'A SHBLL BuRsT v



THE Rebio FMP*J(I Was THE Rad|e PEEEHH@-JI’ WAS
(INSURES [N THE PACE 24 HaNd T BME, T STAGGERED [VTo
THE w&lsrréfm? INTER CoM wat c.wﬂ THE WwALT DeeR WAS ?HEﬁFD
BHT AND opE Man was BALikg CUT, THE 6TRER WALT
(QUNBER WAS CETTING REAVY To BhlLour T LeoWED AT fHiM
AD BE WAS RURT AcRess THE PEAD, AN A HAD Bleod AL
CUER WS FACE, HE Too BMLED ovT. AT THIETI ME TsT [BEFaltE
X wAS GoINg To TUMY SOMETHIPG HIT ME (N THE LEG, T oKD
DoWN AND SAWTHAT IT WASA BELMET WiTr GOGGLES. T LeokED
AND THERE T SAw THE TAIL GHUNE E(ﬁ'aHu HEnBEB@) STLCK
MM THE TAIL TAaENT AND GoT A GUT ARD Spw THAT HE
as Rir BADLY 1N THE Hawd, T | MMEDIATELY PUT 4
Tou RMIGLET Afeunp His WRIST Te STo® THeE BLEED NG
[ TWe FinGERS WERE GONE,HE Was |V A DAZE. T ASKEQ HIM
U AE Coued PHLA P8 Rl?cmﬂb_j‘dnh?ﬂ_HE NepRED VES, T
Puv His LEGS 6BT Apn RACKED HIM ovT. By Giving i#iM
FIRsT Ap PRoBAMBLY SAVED e LiFE, T THer BAWLED ouT.
IS THIS A SIEN oF YAMICT HERE I was Atways PRoud
THAT EVER THetlGH T WAS WouspOED And GRosGy T YET
SAVED THE LAFE OF GPE ©oF My ¢REW.,
THS LETTER 1§ AL SCRAMPBLE D,AMND I DD THE (BEST to
CPVECE AT To GETHER. TXUsTWANT T8 GET T 6FF MY CHEST.
PBECAVSE [T 15 A SHAME THAT So MEONE WwBULD PALE WEED
THHE WeRD PAPIC wo i THoUT K eWiNG WHAT occuRED B



TH_&T DAY. HEw i-?:.ERfE; ToLd ME HE ENMBED HP IN A Fizw
Ha.spn-,-r:.s i GERMANY AND LATER 40T RE PATRIATED
GMN A WOLNDEDR ?F.-.snuiﬂ EXCHFANSE , HE HAS A MAKE St FED
To SEE ME AND SHE e:.auLw‘r THAwr NE ENOduGH F’arﬁ SAVING
(Mg LIFE. T FeR6HT Te MENT 6L TPAT WE BaMBED 4T
:':.ff:jam I AMD I BMCED ouT AT ?fz-c-a

So IN SUMMARY T wALT To CAy THAT [NSTEAD & F
| RECEIVING SOME RIN0 6F C(TATION PoR ACTION WHILE
HPYER ATTACK. AND GlvMg FRs 7T AID ALD BELP vl SaveE A
| CREW MEMBER, T REA (W A BosR Thar T Panicd.

Thask -
%ﬁ:@ﬁ%ﬁwl

3798 Ly Zer
CLEVE , ot {5108



- A HOAX to gain publicity tor Medal of Honor winmer May-
 nare H. {5auffy) Smith, was the charge made today by
- Mrs: Ernestine Whomble, 21, whom Smith "rescued” fram
- #-skxth-floor ledge of a Washington bUi'.di“F last week.

: LIF Photas!

r Hero Accused
rhis r B !
of Phony Rescue
COWASHINGTON, Aug 5—(UP)—Maynard H. (Stuffy
Smith, who-has had his ups and-downs as a hero, face
yarrestitoday for the deed which-made him the toast of th
capital last week.” -
I Falge  alaem E]l..:l.l',]:l!ﬂ WETE T h}'_fll['i. Whamble as Br
JIodged | agalnst  the Medal of atwesn  in  the arcangemen
Honor  winner after a young tormed her story “fantastic an
mother, ‘wham he “rescued” @omplotely false®
etm 'A sixth-flaar window ledge Benneil was served '|-_-."J'1.h th
‘Thutrsday, sald her attempted warrant, appeared at police heas
Yendelde -was just sn elaborate fquArters and posted $300 pen:
e, Ing arraignment an e charge.
Y v Getling into-trouble s an ol
nmﬂfrﬁ. ﬁg?;:?,;:;ﬁ:rghsﬂ%?ﬂ routine Fur Smith. He'was bus
to fake the jump because Smith o4 from sergeant fo. private o
wanted publicity ta promote AWOIL :h.:frgc: oniy a im-:r wl:_r:il
himselt for governor of Vieginia, Afer he won the nation's hig

. ,oat milltary decoratlon in Worl
- Asslstant Corporation Counsel | veop 17 g0y risking his e to m

Clarkc King {sued a warrant £or [ .. & #ies ghaard o BT bombi
the dl-yearald former Alr Foret| ,poaeq which he Served as wal
serpennt oncharges of causing |
{algairaporis to the poikee. Con-|
vletion carried a penalty of 23000/ in Trouble Before
fine 'l?r Al days In jail, or I:|I‘.|“"|l__ﬂ 4 When Snuffy broke into 1
s | headlines agatn, In 1947 1t w
L Smith. Denies Chorge ‘:rnt' pleading puilty ta charges
JoBmith tolkd the Washinglon \pedding o feke  sox  hormo
_Pogt that Mrs. Whomble may be, pream, He drew o suspend
*wiffering from hallucinations of | fpntence when the court tor
__|'.|.'h.r.1_!-|,ﬂ.|.l:. Heg fitmly fdenied the "Epgnia.1nre af his war recard.
Weulelda attempt wis a hoax and (e Whamble, who was 1
5 5nid he naver had seen or met jepsed  from  the observati
Mrs, Whombla before attempting  ward of Gallinger Hospital aft
ta save her off the slxth-floor |eing her story! to authorith
Tledge said Benpett viglied her s
5]1:!11.}1, who works ns a sales ;."tq:r'h{': woungest child died
it

BUMALT. "

manyin.a Washington radieTV fneumonis July 24 and offer
atorg, sald It wna ridiculous to fher 5500 to fake a sulelde
say Ne WA running for governor [tempt, e
g becalise fie Just recently moved s She laughed bitierly about
into Wirginia ':‘newﬂ photagraph shewlng Smi
=" Rolapnd M. Bennett, 27, a fak- I-"l'tzl:i:.'_uth_,-" har,
low pmiplaves af Smith who was', "Whal's realld happening
] £ ] 1 .'\_Qa::'. Pm brying to pet back |
sible to sigm up the day of the evefdid® the bullding by walking s

m 1A ho's toying to black me
. " T A Enarir] Beorlas
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Snuffy was a certified war hero,
but he wasn’t always on the mark

snuffy would have liked the obituaries,

The newspapers in Michigan and Florida
that marked his passing carried the version of
his exploits he would have approved of. His
own persenal rearrangement of those terrible
minutes in a burning bomber over the En-
glizh Channel on May 1, 1843,

Mavnard Harrison Smith, 72, Medal of
Honor recipient, “Snouffy" to his friends in
the Army Air Force and “Hokey™ to those
who remember him as a troublesome kid in
Caro, Mich., died last May 11 in the Bay
Pines VA Hospital near 81, Petersburg, Fla.

3

And Snufiy elevated his ultimate partici-
pation in this bit of military history by claim-
ing that after he put the fire out he rushed to
the cockpit, pulled the wounded pilot and co-
pilot from their seate, gave them first aid, and
then — glthough he had never flown before
— flew the crippled bomber back to England
and landed it safely.

But it was, after all, a harmless kind of
dizsembling. The kind of permissible exag-
geration we allow our heroes, and Snuffy
Smith was a hern,

We extend thiz kind of indulpence to the

Hiz heroism follow-
ing a raid on St Ma-
zaire, France, saved .
the lives of his fellow ES
¢rew members, and
Secretary of War Hen. B
ry L. Stimson flew to B8
England to hang the |8
medal around Snuffy’s =
neck.

Back in Caro, folks
downplayed what they
called his "'Peck's Bad
Boy™ reputation and }-
welcomed him home
with o giant celebra- |
tiom.

There were some
speeches from a bunt-
ing-draped podium on
thé porch of the Hotel

i TeLOME MAYNARD

A hero's walnuma home: Sgt. Snuffy
amith, accompanied by his mother.and
Gov, Harry F. Kally, tips his cap to l.‘:am appreciate the quality

people who fight our
wars. Mavbe because
we're relieved that
they are the ones who
faced the danger and
not us. Perhaps be-
CHIRE WE Arg Never 5Ureg
enough of ourselves to
predict with any hon-
esty how we would re-
act inmoa personal con-
frontation with death.

But alsa heceruse
the world loves a hero,
and we have attached
certain rights and priv-
ileges to that high sta-
tion: Among them, the
right to tell their sto-
ries 1o those who will

Montague. Then a pa-
rivde down 5. State Street, with Snuffy riding
in an open car with his mother and Gov.
Harry F. Kelly.

He left Caro alter the festivities, and if he
ever. went back, no ope really remembers.
There was not, Snuffy would say in later
vears, an abundance of love lost between him
and his hometown.

And in the vears after the war, about the
only thing that improved steadily in May-
nard Smith's troubled life was his version of
what happened that angry day in 1943,

He had, indeed, stayed with the burning
H-17 while three of his erew members bailed
out. He fought and extinguished the fire
himself, jettisoned ammunition cases, tend-
ed a wounded crew member and drove off
attacking German planes with maching-gun
fire, and the pilot was able to fly the plane
gafely home;

That was enough, o grateful nation decid-
e, to confer our highest award for valor on
the little guy from the Thumb,

But little by little, Snulfy upgraded the
extent of the heroics, He embroidered the
story a hit, embellished a point here and
there, improving it until he had worked it into
a version he found acceptable,

The 98-pound ammunition cases became
250-pound cases. The 20 German fighters
that had attacked the bombers grow to 400,

of their heroism and
actepl it as it iz offered. Revisions and all.

So we sit gver beer in smoky American
Legion halls oF at veterans reunions or walk
wilh them on the peaceful beaches of Mor-
mandy and listen to their memories and
think no leégs of them if the stories improve
with each telling.

Snuffy Smith was no different from the
hundreds of thousands who came out of that
war with their own personal versions of what
it was like.

And though they gave him a medal for his
efforis, Snuffly never traded on that. Being
able to tell the story was always enough.

On May 13, they had a service for May-
nard Smithin the main chapel of the David C.
Gross Funeral Home in St. Petersburg. There
wid an honor guard from MacDill Air Force
Baee and about 100 people showed up.

Two days later, Snuffy was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery. In Section 66,
Grave Moo 7375, with “modified honors™ —
body bearers, firing party, horse-drawn cais-

son., Hites commensurate with his status as

an American hero,

Back in Caro, the Tuscola County Adver-
tiser carried Snuffy's obit on Page 16, just
above the recipe for Easy Penuche Frosting.

But the version was pure Snuffy, down to
the last detail. He would have appreciated
the irony of it alk



Spuffy Smith won MH on first mission. Later flew four more.

Plane on that day was 42=-29649



v, .
2,

>
“
G RN

’ e,

) 9, »
Py AT B

367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBE?DMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary!/Historian

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
70415680153

Author
First Over Germany

Command and Staff
‘ Officers, 8th Alr
16 July 1989 Force, 1942.45

Editor
306th Echoes
306th Directory

Dear Max:

Your story 1is appearing in the July issue of Echoes, which ought
to go into the mail late this week. .

I know you have been wondering if I would ever use it.

Also, I am enclosing a copy of the new material I have prepared

for a reprinting of "First Over Germany." I will be getting the
material to the printer this week, and expect to have copies avail-
able in late September or October.

Again, I knew this would be of interest to you.

Sincer yours,
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4werd of Heritoriocus pecorations (Cont*d);

3 == GO 97
5 — co o7

/43 =~ GO
U/7/43 == GO 97
/43 == GO 97
1/7/43 = GO 97
U/7/43 -~ GO 97
WU/7/43 == GO 97
U/7/243 == GO 97
L/T/43 =~ GO 97
U/ 7/43 ~= GO 97
U/7/43 «= GO 97

/T/43 == GO 97
v

2nd Lt XENNETH H, FULURZ
2nd Lt JACK HARRIS

2nd L WILLIAYM J, CUNNINGHAM
2nl1 Lt FRANCIS H, EZELL
T/3gt SAY P, BRARDEN
T/3gt DMMANUEL J, ENOS
Sgt FHILIP ¥,D. MANTOR
S/dgt FRED H, N:BERS
Sgt HARRIS R, HITTER
3/3gt HENEY C. QORDERY
2nd Lt ARTHUR S, MORRYS
2nd Lt WALTRR Z. MORRY
st Lt THQMAS F, ¥IT%P
1st Lt 1E0 S, MoINTIRE
1st L6 LOUIS G. COQK
dst Lt FRED P, .SHERMAN

2nd Lt DUANE BOLLINBAGH

2nd Lt KERMIT. B, CAVEDO
2nd Lt JOHN B, MAZANEK
F/Q WILLIAM P, WAGHER
8/Sgt PAUL G, LESTER
8/9¢t MAYNARD M, SMITH

CONGRESS -

15/7743 - GO 102
17/7/43 — CO 105
17/7/43 =~ G0 79

. 17/7/43 =~ GO 79

L7/7/%3 —~ GO 79

43 = GO 99
18/7/43 =~ GO 99
18/7/43 -= GO 99
18/7/43 = GO 99
18/7/43 w= GO 99

o
22/7/43 == 60 102

- GO 102
YA

3gt CLAIR B, DIOKINSON
lst Lt LEROY 0. SUGC
3/3gt ALVIS ¥, TINSLEY
8/Sgt FREDERICK E. HUTCHIS
8/Sgt HARRY ¥, HOSER

2nd Lt L, B, JRES, JB,
1st Lt WONROW W, THOMAS
8/8gt ARTHUR D, JOHNSON
5/8gt PAUL MILAROVICH

Sgt JAMES C, SBIGLER
8/8gt WILLIAM D, BARTQN
2nd 1Lt RUSSELL B, MAXWELL
2nd Lt WILLIAN J, TACKMIER
S/8gt WALTER J, BIELOGA
2nd Lt CARL A, ALEXANDER
Capt XENNETH A, REECHER
lst. Lt GEORGE B, PARYS
2nd It RAYMOND L, SLATER

WILLIAM J, HIFPLER.
Sgt FRANCIS. W,
T/Sgt VIRGIL.A, STRUOKHOFF
8/3gt GEORGE G, HOLP :
Sgt JOHN ¥, McCABRR

AIR MEDAL 42304
AIR MEDAL 3x
AIR MEDAY, 367th
AIR MEDAL 368th
ATR MEDAL 368th
AIR MEDAL 368th
ATR MEDAL 368th .
AIR 1EDAL 368th
AIR MEDAL 368th
AIR IEDAL 423rd
QAK LEAF CLUSTER  423rd
OAK LBAF CLUSTER  367th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
QAK LEAP CLUSTER 368th
OAK LEAP CLUSTER  368th -
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  369th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  369th |
OAK LEAY CLUSTER 369tk
OAK LEAP CIUSTER  369th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  423nd
OAK LBAP CLUSTER  368th
OCHGRESSIGNAL - :
MEDAL OF BONCR 4250
SILVER STAR 423rd
Ao TO IFo 4230d
FURFLE HEART 367th
FURHELE HEART 367th
CIC TO PURFLE HEART 369th
ATR YFDAL 369¢h
ATR MEDAL 367th
ATR MEDAL 365th
AIR MEDAL 423rd
ATR HEDAL 367th
OAK LEAP CLUSTER  368th
AIR MEDAL 423rd
ATR MEDAL 367th
DIST FLYING CROSS 42314
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
BAX LEAF CLUSTER  368th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  368th
OAK LREAF CLUSTER  369th
OAK LEAP CLUSTER  423%d
OAK LZAF CLUSTER  367th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
OAK LUAP CLUSTER . 367th
QAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
QAK LEAF CLUSTER  367th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER 367th
OAK LEAF CLUSTER  3668th
QAK LEAP QLUSTER  369th

<



SENIOR CITIZENS REVIEW & VETERANS WYDICE
400 Bypass Drive, Suite 108, Clearwater FL 33546 (815 TR7—=4544

-

June 3, 1984

Russell A. Strong

Z04 Echos

2041 Hillsdale

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Pear Mr. Btrong,

Hith this letter 1 would like to introduce you to our
newspaper, The SENIOR CITIZEMS REVIEW AaND VETERANS VOICE.
Our July 15984 edition will run & total of 40,000 copies,
in celebration of our country's greatest senior citizen,
The Btatues of Liberty. The copy for this edition will

be printed in red, white, and blue on the front, back, and
canter+old.

Featured in thies edition will be an article on Maynard K.
(Snuffy) Smith, Sr., my father, and a great man. He was the
first Congressional Medal of Honor winner of the second World
War on the European front, and a lifetime member of the
V.F.M. gy DoAY, and the American Legion.

We will be distrubiting thie edition free of charge and bw
Ehe bundle to all Veterans of Foreign Wars posts, American
Legion, and Disabled American Veterans posts. In cenjunction
with this, we will be distributing bundles free of charoe to
all of the larger mobile home parks in the Clearwater and St.
Fetersburg area. The remaining bundles will be hand-
delivered by car to approdximately 20,000 indiwidual homes in
the Bt. Petersburg and Clearwater areas.

Due to the subject matter and the format I have set up for
the initial edition of the paper, I would appreciate it if
vour offices would allow me the permission to publish a
reprint of the article you did on my father, Maynard H.
amith, Sr.,; in your issue Volume & #3 in July 1981. Please
consider my request and I will be in touch with you in a
couple of days for your reply.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Maynard H. Smith, Jdr.

MHS/t £
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MEDAL: ©F HONOL SEhIES '
March 15, 1949

STAFF SERGEANT MAYNARD H. SMITH

Staff Sergcant Mayno.rc. H. Smith won the Medal of Honor on his
first combat mission while sorving 2s a ball turret gunncr on o B-17
Flying Fortress.

During o mission ovor cnemy-occupied Europe on Mey 1, 1943, the
B-17 in which Sergeant Smith was flying was attacked by enemy - .
fighters and hit by anti-aircraft fire. The interior of the planc
wes 80 badly demaged that threc membors of fhe crew bailed out. PFire
broke out in the plane, and Sergoant Smith alternately fought the
fire, mz;.nnecl the 'wqigt gun, administerec first aid to the wounced
tall gunner, and threw exploding ommunition out of the plane until it
roached its home base. '

Scergeant Smith was born at Caro, Michigan, May 19, 1911. Ho
enlisted in the Air Force August 31, 1942 and the following April
joined the 306th Bombarcfment Group of tho Eighth Air Forco in Europe.
Shortly after his fifth mis_smn, hce was hospitalizec and, wpon re- b
covering in November, .1943,. was assigned to the pPersomnel cofficc of

the 306th Bomh Group. The following May he wo.s transferrec. to group -

¥ opern.tions of that _group.
# Ho returned to the United States in Fcbruary, 1945, and throc

months lator was honorably dischch,oc

Sorgca.nt Smith o,lso was owarded the Alr Medel with onc. Ok Leof
Cluster.

He is now worlcing for the Burceu of Intcrnal Kevenuo ot
" Washington, D. C.

END



@bnﬁrésgfnn'&!"ﬁdeﬂaf W:nner |
Called From K. P, for Honor =~ |

g - :

Secrefary of 'War, Stimsa
Medal of Honor on Bexgt. Mayn

n {cight} places the Congressional
E ard H, Bmith of Caro, Mich,, at
an American ale staflon.in Enpland. taife

—h, P. Witgphoto via radio from Londdn to New York.

Ay

Br b Assckaled Prees, ©, - !

A UNITED STATES -BOMBER
STATION TN EXKCLAND, July 10—
When Spere of War Stlmson and
Amcrlenn Atmy oficials,.came horpa
Yesterdny 10 award the Congrossional
Iedal of Hanor, the sountre's high-
et awnrd for wvaler, fo o sergeant
qunnce, lhey found him—In-the
kltehen, peellng potstops on K. P,
¢ Sorgl. Guoner Maynard ¥, Smith
of Cara, Mich, had saved the lves

of sk crew mates.on his first raid
by bebilng aul flames PHet envelopad
Llselr Flylag ‘as b stragghed

hneie fram an'atlack an 5t Nazalre,
i Frages, Mad L. Bobt he bad nlsp
come back labe fram Jeave—bwice, °
S0B0 e welked aul of the ktehen
Inle paradn before . tho sssemibled
dignitarcies and hundreds of ssldiers
o recelve ibe mednl,

dergt. Smith, son of the lale Clir-

the Michlgan 14th hadicisl distelet,
15 the secand mnn gerving in the Bu-
rapoan theater of -eperatlons to win
lhe Congresslonnl, Medsl of Honos
I tho present war,, But he Is the
firet to live to wenr E;J.ﬂ:h other
whA A podthumansly,
The Ilttle sergeaht—he 13 enly &
feck 4 inches tallfnnd welghs 140
pounds—aow Is cntltled io Tecelvp
salutes from every officer and poe
Hsted man I My United Stateg
Army, from four-giar penerals op
At R cetemony staged CIn ihe
shogdsw of a Flying Forlbess, Spops-
tary Shimacn told the- hundreds of
ofbeers nnd men prosent:
© “This anldlers bravery §5 an in-
smiratlon o all the nrmpd Torces of
ki Uniiey] Biates™ [
Blnce hils frst rald, Sergt, Smith
has been om three additlemal mila=
Elens and £Wrd down ene Focke-Whlf

I-u:ulr. Jdudge Hency Harrisan Smikh of Gghter,

| ]
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“Lt. Johnson brought the sbip in okay?
and by the time we stopped rolling I had
; the fires completely out, -It was really a|

the -air.” .

Many of the details were filled in by
the men flying in the Forts on the wings
of Lt." Johnson's ship. The ship flown
by Capt. Raymond Check, who has since
been killed, was closcst to the ship in
which the story took placc.

working feverishly, head bobbing as he|

Mmoo — e

miracle the ship dida’t break' in two.in|

.'”M‘:.\v: l‘“Nw;'-“ '. WY
ont a single casualty,
ava caarkainy switily,
: he caplure was ., '
sanie who said: e

theit homelaa.,,

X
ceacmy, and Americanr and 3rieed, e
iove hoviegequal success. It
Story 1arch se far through
wards, olive ‘groves, plantations -
e chail :Inst roads of this part <

The men in Capt. Check’s ship could |}

_ e mingles aftoy
scg, the stubby little ball turret gunncr,

3 acarby ewome

tossed a foad of stuff out the wiltdow, |
went back to fire fighting again”and. then{*~ '
hit the floor to lay low for a few seconds f-:
to gasp for breath. o

At firsl they could see the tail dragging{-- -

as the pilot of the stricken Fort fought.
for control of the ship. Smith heaved

cnough cquipment over, including guns. |’

ammunition and safety devices, so that|
the ship flew on.. : 1

Only thé heavy skeleton held the planef

“together as the fire burncd through tho|~'s.
sides, Fire reached the ammuaition boxes{ -

and’ .50 -caliber shells began popping be-|

fore Smith could get to them to throwy,

.them overboard.

had to lie to him to keep his coutage up.

Every few minutes he would_lcan over |
him and shout *Yeah, we're in sight of{: -

England now, we'll only be a few minutes
“longer,” It was threce quarters of an
.hour from the first time he shid that be-,

fore they saw the English coast. - - :

From the other side of the radio room,
S/Sgt. ‘William W. Fahrenhold, of Mc-

Kee’s Rock, Pa., was doing heroic work, \'
but fic didn’t have the wounded men and|

save the tntiesiss,” sterday  (Monday)
n way, chiell, 5 JACY up with the Americ
3 Y

il T ve Fren keeping pac
i ) .

¢ with a faecwi.!
£ ..

i agbured Tiatisns,
Caneweed 2,006 prisoticrs har been |
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T o
“ofthe effective v
vy cacrneinition.
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The wounded tail-gunner ‘was in agony
and besides giving him first aid, Smith{
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CLIAIZION

] .
“ivard'of the Medal of Honor.—By direction of the President, under
the provisions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. 43, W.D.,
1913?, a Medal of Honor hus been avwarded by the Var Department in the nzme
of Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

Sergeant Muaynard H. Smith, Army serial number 26,523,097, Adr Corps,
United States srmy. TFor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action

;. ubove and beyond the call of duty. The alreraft of which Sergeant Smith

was a gunner was -cubjected to intensc enemy anticircraft fire snd determined
{ighter airplune attacks vhile returning from & mission over eneay occupied
Continental Furope on 1 May 1943, The airplune was hit severai times by
antiaircraft fire and cannon shellz of the fighter airplanes, two of the
crew vwere seriously wounded, the aircraft's oxygen systzm chot out, and
several vital control cables severed vhen intense fires vore ignited
aimultaneously in the radio compartment and waist sections. The situation
becume so wcute that threc of tho crew bailed out into the comparative
sufety of the sea. Sergeant Smith, then on his fiprst combat mission, clected
to fight the fire by himsell, administered first aid to the viounded tail
gunner, manned the wilst guns and fought the intense flames alternately.

The escaping oxygen fanned the fire to such intense heut that the smmunition
in the radio compartment begen:to explode, the radio, gun mount and camera
werc melted and il compartment completely gutted. Sergeent Smith threw

the exploding ammunition overboard, fought the fire until &ll the fire-
fighting aids were exhausted, manned the workablc gunc until the cnemy
fighters were driven sway, further administored first &ld to his wounded
comrade and bhen by wrapping himseif in protecting cloth, completely cx-
tinguished the fire by hand. This soldier's gellantry in action, undzunted
bravery cnd loyalty to his aircraft and-fellow crew members, without regard
of his own personal safety, is an inspiration to the armca forcos of the
United States.

Residence at eniistment: Cero, ¥ichigan.



Seerelnry of War Stimson hia

Bmith, 32, of Carn, Mich., first to roesive
wear, exeept for one posthumous pwap

erew mombers by beating out

UNITED STATES ROMAOER'
STATION EOMEWHERE IN ENG-
LAKD, July 15 ICTPA,) —Lifn
had iz ups nnd dewns baday for
Stafl Serph,. Maynnrd Emith, of
Caro, hich

Ona mingin he wns on Lhe spad
plle doing disclplinnry kiichen T
lee duty and almost hefors yan
coubd sny “Kuropenn Theater of
Operablons™ he found Secrotary
of War Henry Stlmson fastoning
tee Blue ribbon of the Congres

slonnl Medal of Honor around his
neck,

Number One Mera

Todny the Mishignn fnd with
the mischiovous glonm 1 his oye
12 tha Mo, 1 herp in Ehese TarLE,
What's more, If they return hi

bent out tho

Heroic Sergt. Smith Gets Congressional Medal of

nps e Can

i. In his Tirst T
ﬂnmn:’;.whinh onveloped

time was nwneded masthumes]y,

On e fivst of May o “Hiks
EU¥ with the blg mednl,” s Emith
naw Is known, was on his firsk mig-
Yion, o rald on the Mo T-Tsaad
pons ab S5 Masalre, He wos sory-
ing as ballgunner when Lthe Flylng
Fortress wos hib and caught fire,
Smith climbod lnto the plano and
faught the fire singlo-hasded while
Liren, of his mnles, bolleving the
sliuntion hopeless, Balod oall,

Mamilz Fol-Dut Fire

Bmith used an
Ltinguishers
rhontd and I

the fie px-
aod  waier  botkles
Innlly In desperatipn
{lafnes with - his hands,

Mesanwhile he sdministered: first
nled ta the woundesd crewmen med
leaped from sld to sido of the

grossionnl Medal of Honor nn Bergt. Maynard
this mednl in the European thealer
ortvess raid he saved lives of mix
bomber,

‘Little Man’ Wins ‘Big Medal’
For Daring ‘Fortress’ Feat

A

# T'elophakn

Honor

in the pressnt

plane, manning st ome wolst

Eun and then pnothee ns he fought)|
off Focke-Wullfs presting homef:

the atiack on ihe burning bomber,
Fmith's hevole D0minute batkle
ngminst fire aml Mazl  fighters
saved the lives af the pllot, co-f.
pilol, bombardier, nosa gunaer,
birret and tnll gunners and
ennbled them to bring the ship
zalely home, his mates sny,
Today tho IiLle mon-—33 veara
olid, five feel four Inches tall, and
welghing 142 pounds—rnervoualy
meistened his lips, elenched nnd
unclenched hix fists ag o proup of
diztingulalied officers hended hy
Liput. Gon, Jacob L. Devers nrf
«» Gen, Ira O, Eaker, pald
tribuke {0 his bravery on the fly-
ing rield, in the shodow of Fiy.
ing Partress, The bnand Mlaved,
lerops passed In revipgw nnil n
squndron of Portcesses flow over
hienad, . |
IE was n gront dny far* Sorpl.
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tato pile, E |
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B mnlute from every offlesr and
|mon who paszses by up ta mnd in-
cluding four-star genornls, for
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maler Af aneratbnng aael Fhink

e

S T

BT

= &



¥aidy Cangross } COMMITTEE PRING

Tl RopEjon

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS—1863-1963

t PREPARED FOR THE
SUBCOMMITTEE, ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
OF THE
COMMITTEE ON
LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE
UNITED STATES SENATE

Printed for the use of the Committer on Laber and Public Walfpre

.5, GOVERHMENT PRINTING OFEFICE
WABHINGTON ¢ 1844

Faor sale by the Superintandont of e, 15, Gavernmimt Prindiog (ulien
Wiahinghbao, 0, 200 - Prics §2.70




SMITH, MAYNARD H. :

Rank and organization: Sergeant, United States Army Air Corps,
423d Bombardment Squadron. Place and date: Over Europe, 1 Ma,
1943. Enicred service at: Caro, Mich., Birth: Caro, Mich. 0y
No.: 38, 12 July 1943. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and in-
trepidity in action above and beyond the call of duty. The aircraft

of which Sergeant Smith was u gunner was subjected to intense enemy

antiaircraft fire and det,crmineci, fighter airplane attacks while return-

ing from a mission over ecnemy-occupied continental Europe on 1 May
1943. The airplane was hit several times by antiaireraft fire and
cannon shells of the ﬁghter airplancs, two of tho crew woero scriously
wounded, tho aircraft’s oxygen system shot out, and several vital
control cables severed whon intense fires woro. ignitcd simultancously
in the radio compartment and waist sections. 'Tho situation beeame
so acute that three of the crow bailed out into the comparative safely
of tho sea. Sergeant Smith, then on his first combat mission, elected
to fight the fire T)y Limself, administered first aid to the wounded tail
gunner, manned the waist guns, and fought tho intenso {lames alter-
nately. ‘Tho escaping oxygen fanned the fire to such intense hieat that
the ammunition in the radio compartinent begun to explode, the radio,
gun mount, and camera were melted, and tho compartment completely
gutted. Sergeant Smith throw the exploding ammunition overboard,
foaght the fire until all the firefighting nids were exhausted, manned
the workable guns until the enemy fighters were driven away, further
administered first aid to his wounded comrade, and then by wrapping
himself in protecting cloth, completely extinguished the fite by hand.
This soldier’s gallantry in action, undaunted bravery, and loyalty to
his aircraft and fellow crewmembers, without regard for his own per-
sonal safety, is an ‘igggimt.ion to the Armed Forces of the United States.
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Today Maynard H. (Snuffy) Smith
is & crusty and opinionated 67-year-
old retired newspaper publisher liv-
ing in 5t. Petersburg, FL.

It's hard to realize that this is the
brosh and fiesty Stoff Sergeant
Smith of 36 years ago. Then assigned
to the 8th Air Force's 306th Domb
Group [H) as a B-17 Flying Fortress
combat punner, he was to become
the first Air Force enlisted man to be
awarded the nation's highest mili-

tary decoration—the Medal of
Homar.
This is how he personally

describes that historic flight:

Ii was my first trip outl. In those
days the saying went ‘the first time
out, you were due back, the second
time oul you're not coming back.
Why? Well, we were running about
30 percenl losses then. [t was May 1,
1943, and our mission was to bomb
51. Mazaire. France. Thirly-six B-
17's wenl out. This was a major
affort af the time.

We were hit by FW-190"s prior to
target. Eighty-gight-mm. flak hit our
left wing. It cut the wing tank off.
Gasoline poured into the airplane
and cavght fire, I was in the ball tur-

10

rol. At this peint [ hod lost my elec-
irical controls and [ knew something
WaS Wrong.

1 manually cranked the thing
around, opened the armored hatch
and got back in the airplane when 1
saw il was on fire. The radioman
became exciled and jumped out the
window without a parachute. Al this
point we dropped our bombs. It was
minus 50 degrees oulside,

Aller we made tha drop, the pilat
took the plane down real fast, They
shotl down probably eight or nine of
our planes on their first attack. We
lost our formation.

We got down lo 2,000 feet when
one of the waisl gunners panicked
and tried to bail out but got caught
on a .50 caliber gun, [ unhooked him
g0 he could jump. He jumped high,
the stabilizer hit him and he must
have broken into a dozen pieces.

I took my oxygen mask off as the
system was knocked oul, All the
radio equipment was on fire, wires
were burning everywhere. 1 pro-
ceeded to put the fire oul with fire
extinguishers and water bottles. 1
did the best I could while being shot
at, They were coming in at us from
both sides, While nol fighting the

Bombs from B-17s of the

Eighth Air Force pummel

the submarine pens at St.
MNazaire, France.

fire, I manned the workable waist
guny.

Everytime they would make a
swoop one or two more planes would
go down. Eventually the fighters ran
put of pas. In those days pursuit
planes were limited to something like
25 minutes. We wound up with four
B-17s.

The tailgunner came crawling out
of the back., He was all shot up real
bad. Blood was coming out of his
mouth, He had been shot real bad on
tha left side of the back. | remem-
bered wvery distinctly [rom my
clazses on how 1o handle a situation
like this. 1 laid him down, gave him a
couple of shots of morphine which
put him to sleep immediately, By
doing this, he lived, 1 am wvery
thankiul for that.

In the meantime, the plane started
to go down and up. I went forward to
find the pilot and co-pilot pratty well
shotl up. I pul some lourniquets on
them #o they could maintain control
of the plane. I then wenl back te put
the control cables {ogether as we
had no tail control. [ think I remem-
berod [ repaired the six wires. I then
threw all the ammunition out.

W got the plana back.

Sarpeants



: Was this your last light?

Smith: Wo, [ flew a total of 13 mis-
sions after the first flight. They then
put me in operations,

0; Did you receive burns on your
hands during the fight?

Smith: Mo, I put & scarf around may
foce and hands lo protect myself. 1
was not burned at all, The plane had
about 3,500 bullet holes in it. It was
all burned oul in the center. There
was nothing but the four main beams
holding it together. The plane caol-
lapsed ten minutes after we landed.

Q: How were you lreated following
the award of the Medal of Honor?

Smith: Having been brought up in an
aura of politics, I knew how to get
things done. I will give you a typical
example. I wanted a jeep to go inio
town 8o 1 asked the administrative
officer. a8 colonegl. He refused.
General Doolittle told me that when-
gvar | was at 8th Air Force 1o slopin
and see him, Waell, this little old stafl
sergeant dropped in and I got my
jeep. The Medal of Honor opened
doors then and still does, from the
Pentagon to the White House, [ don't
ahusa it, but if il Is necessary I will
use il

The remainder of the interview was
of a personal nature. It follows:

Q: What have you done since WWIIL?

Smith: Well, my father told me you
should either be so rich you could go
fishing all the time or be so poor that
you had to go. | decided o go with
the former. [ went to New York, pub-
lished a newspaper and made a lot
of money. Now mind you, [ didn’t
know anything about publishing a
newspaper, bul 1 knew how to sell
advertising and [ knew human
nature, psychology and sales. If you
have that much under your belt, you
don't have much lo worry about.

Q: What is vyour impression of

today’s Air Force people versus that
of WWII?

12

“Snuffy” Smith

They shot down probably
eight or nine of our planes
on their first attack.

Smith: To begin with, 1 believe they
are much more enlightened and
highly educated. I am nel sura thal
they are more dedicated. They cer-
tainly get a lol more than we ever
did. The Air Force today is a much
betier ong than ours of WWIL

: Do you have any ideas on how to
retain today's airmen?

Smith: It iz awlully hard o entice a
young man o pul in 20 years. Il is
one helluva of a long time to think
about. But in the long run it goes by
awlully fasl, After all, he is going 1o
live 20 years and why nol put it in
the Alr Force. When he gots out he
will have medical benefits and
retired pay. And il he expects lo get
married and have a family he will
provide them with free medical care.
You must remember, incur one ma-
jor medical expense and you will
probably be broke for life.

Q: As with the other threa Medal of
Honor recipionts, do you attribute
training to your heroic action?

Smith: Yes, il is lhe only reason I'm
alive today. Young people should
realize that in an extremely danger-
ous situation they must reacl aulo-
matically. They should pay exireme

s

—

attention to whalever they are
taught in the Air Force. There is no
question about it, the Air Force
teaches you how bo survive.

Q: What do vyou generally think
about this generation?

Smith: They're notl too much worse
than we excepl for the dope prob-
lem. These kids don't realize that
this dope will ruin their lives and in
some cases shorten their lives. They
like to have you buy that marijuana
thing as being harmless. I don't.
Every kid that gets inlo marijuana
eventually gels into pills and more
dope. It is the beginning of the end.

Q: You have been cared for by the
Veterans Administration since
receiving your discharge. Whal is
your impressicn of the care?

Smith: The VA treats every man as
fairly as thay possibly can and Lo the
best of their ability, There is oo
question about it. Generally speak-
ing, the medical staff is the finest in
the country, When a man goes 1o the
VA as a veteran, it doesn't make any
difforence what his former rank
was, If they don't know what's
wrong with you, they will consult the
[inest medical specialist in  the
world. It is the finest medical service
in the world, and better yvet il is [ree,
It really is sullicienl reason Lo serve
o hitch In the Air Force.

Q: The majority of our members are
retired Air Force. Do you have any
advice for them?

Smith: Of course, live a happy life.
The only way to do this is get out and
move, keep moving. Get the hell out
of the house. And i your nol mar-
ried, get a girl friend, do some run-
ning around. It keeps vou young.
Look at ma.

Q: Do you have anything to add to
this interview?

Smith: Yes, lell those lucky bastards
who knew me in WWII to write old
Snuffy at P.0, Box 9198, Treasure
Island, Fl. 33704.

Sergeanls
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SERGEANT MAYNARD HARRISON SMITH

was a B-17 gunner on a mission to Brest, France, 1 May 1943, when his aireraft was
badly damaged by antinircraft fire and fghter plane atracks, Two crew members
were serivusly wounded and three others bailed ouwt. Sergeant Smich, on his Grse
combar mission, foughr intense Hames alone, administered first aid, and manned the
WAIST puns. Amenition Dbegan oo l.'!i:l'.l[l.?di.'. i.|:an:|;'|g[r_u_l. the cadis, pun mount and
camera, and gueting the radio compartment. Sergeant Smith threw exploding ammuni-
tivn overboard, continued to fight the fire and manned workable puns uneil eaemy
fighters withdrew. After further administering first aid, Sergeant Smith wrapped
himself in protecting cloth and extinguished the fire by hand,

Born Care, Michigan, 19 May 1911
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TSgt. Frederick W. Bach (USAF-
Ret.), 67, died May 22 at his home
in El Paso, Tex. A veteran of
World War I, he retired after 20
years of service..

After his military service, Ser-
geant Bach entered civil service.
He worked for 13 years before re-
tiring again. .

Surviving are two stepdaughters -
and a brother, Dick. -

Interment with military honors
was at Fort Bliss National Ceme-
tery, Tex. :

Lt. Col. Robert F. Gemmill
(USAF Ret.), 61, died on May 6 at
his home in Merced, Calil, He'
served for 25 years before retiring
frogl Travis AFB, Calif., in July
1969. )

He received his commission af-
ter aviation cadet training in 1944,
During World War II, Colonel
Gemmill flew 26 missions as a
fighter pilot in the European the-
ater of operations.

He later served as a fighter pilot
and test pilot, his assignments
taking him to Iceland, Germany-
and Vietnam. He served with the
121st Fighter Interceptor Squad-
ron, 95th FIS, 57th FIS (86th .
Fighter Interceptor Wing), Head-
quarters 327th Fighter Group, Hq.
17th Air Force, 7036th CAMRON
and the 456th FIS, He was chief of

. maintenance with the 456th FIS at

Castle AFB, Calif.

Colone! Gemmill-was a member
of the The Retired Officers Associ-
ation. He held the Air Medal with
two oak leaf clusters. He also

* wore ribbons for the AF Outstand- .

‘Ing Unit Award with two oak leal
clusters, the American Campaign
Medal, the European-African-Mid-
dle Eastern Campaign Medal with
two hronze service stars, the
-WWII Victory Medal, the Army of
Occupation Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal with
bronze service star, the Vietnam
Service Medal with bronze service
star and the AF Longevity Service
Award with four bronze oak leaf
clusters.

Surviving are his wife, Alice
(2820 Tahoe Drive, Merced, Calif.
95340); three daughters, Bobbie
Howder, Gloria Donovan and Julia

-Dotson; a son, Robert S.; -three-
sisters, Lillian Engle, Alice Stew-
art and Betty Elliott, and six-
grandchildren. .

Interment with full military
honors was at the Winton District
Cemelery, Winton, Calif.

The family suggests memorial
contributions to the American
Cancer Society or the American’

j Heart Associatlon.

Lorraine J. McConkey, 55, wife
of CMSgt. Robert J. McConkey
(USAF Ret.), died April 7 at Fitz-
simons Army Medical Center, Au-
rora, Colo. :

She accompanied her husband *
on tours to Lackland AFB, Tex.;
the University of North Dakota;
Richard-Gebauer AFB, Mo.; Low-:
ry AFB, Colo.; Travis and Hamil- .
ton AFBs,.Calif.; the Philippines,
and Okinawa. - .

Surviving are her ‘husban'd
(6762B E. Cedar Ave., Denver,

¢ Alr Forco Times JUNE 18, 1984 (E/F)

Colo. 80224), and a daughter, Ro-
berta Singer. ugh

-Seton Hospital in Austin, Tex. He

- chief of the Control Divislon, Stra.

" a graduate of several military ser-

~ SMSgt. Roger E. Penman
(USAF Ret.) died May 19 follow-

ing an automobile accident in An-

geles City, R.P. He retired from

the service in March 1983 after 26

years of service, which included

four years with the Marine Corps.

Sergeant Penman served with

Interment was at Fort Logan
National Cemelery, Denver.

Brig. Gen. Everett A. McDonald
(USAF Ret.), 65, died April 26 at

was a pioneer in the early devel-
glpnpenl of instrument all-weather '

ying.
General McDonald was a quali-
fied pilot for 45 years. He flew the
P-51, B-7, B-29, B-50, B-36, B-47, B-
§2 and KC-135 aircraft. During
World War 11, he trained bomber
pilots and later commanded a B-29
squadron in the Pacific theater.

General McDonald served with
the cecupation forces in Japan. He
also commanded an Air-Sea Res-
cue squadron and later served as
chief, Tactical Operations for the
5th Air Force, .

During the Cuban crisis and ear-
ly in the Vietnam War, he was

neering Team, Det. 1, 6004th MES,
for four years before he retired. .
Surviving are his daughter,

and his mother, Alma Alexander.

MSgt. Theodore W. Shipman
(USAF Ret.), 51, died February 29
following a fall while working at
the United States Post Office in
Little Rock, Ark. He retired in

_after 22 years of service. -
Sergeant Shipman served at En-

Kan., and Holloman AFB. He had
overseas -tours to RAF
_Bentwaters, England; Spangdah-
lem AB, Germany; Danang, Viet-
nam, and Takli AFB, Thailand.

At the time of his death, he was
gg r&mployee of the U.S. Postal

ce, . .
Surviving are his.wife, Martha
(10301 Republic Lane, Little Rock,
Ark.); two sons, Robert and Ken-
neth; two daughters, Diane and
Jeanie Milam; his parents, Theo-
dore and Ethel Shipman; three
brothers, James, Boyd and Har-
old; a sister, Betty Trantham, and
two grandchildren.

tegic Air Command, where he co-
ordinated strategic forces world-
wide. Before retiring in 1969, he
was serving with the Joint Chiefs
of Staff as director of a special
State-Defense study group for the
Secretary of Defense.

After retirement, he returned to
Austin and served with the Texas
Department of Health as-an.ad-
ministrator and pilot. ’ -
- General McDonald held the Le-
gion of Merit with three oak leaf
clusters, the Air Force Commen-.
dation Medal and the Army Com-
mendation Medal. He also wore
ribbons for WWII cccupation and
service medals. - . ‘

He was a life member of the Or-
der of the Daedaltans and The Re-
tired Officers Association, He was

honors was at the National Ceme-
3

ggt. Maynard H. Smith Sr., 72,
died May 11 at Bay Pines VA Hos-
pital, St. Petersburg, Fla. He re-
ceived the Medal of Honor from
Secretary of War Henry L. Stim-
son at Thurleigh AF, England, for
his actions in saving a B-17 air-
craft of the 306th Bombard
Group, 8th Air Force, in May 1943.

. Sergeant Smith’s actions came
en his first combat mission, which
was to bomb the German subma-
rine pens in St. Nazare, France.
While on the way to France, the
bombers were attacked by 400
German fighters and his plane
was hit.

viee schools, including the Air
War College and served as a pro-
fessor at the Air Command and
Staff College for three years.

Surviving are his wife, Marga-
ret; a son Li. Col. William
(USAF); a daughter-in-law, Ma-
jor Susan L. (USAF); a daughter,
Jetty Ann; a son-in-law, Lt. Col
Steven F. Tomhave; his mother,
Orma McDonald; two brothers,
Frank and Ray; a sister, Dorothy
Shank; an aunt, Dorothy Phillips;
his mother-in-Jaw, Jetta Farrar,.
gnd ttwo grandchildren, Joy and

coft. ‘

Interment with full military

honors was at Fort Sam Houston

¥ational Cemetery, San Antonio,
ex.

"The family suggests memorial
contributions to a favorite charity.

. Naney Paige, 52, wife of TSgt,
Conrad Palﬁe (USAF Ret.), died
April 24 at the Trlrler Army Medi-
cal Center, Hawali, She accompa- -
nied her husband on tours to
Hickam AFB, Hawail; Itami, Yo-
kota and Kadena ABs, Japan;
MacDill AFB, Fla., and Andersen
AFB, Guam. -

- Surviving are her husband (2023
Colburn St., Honolulu, Hawaii
96819); a son, Conrad; a daughter,
Deborah K. Dixon, and her moth-
er, Marie George.

Interment was at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacif-
ic, Honolulu.

An'unexploded antiaircraft shell
ripped into the fuselage, rupturin%
a 400-gallon tank of fuel. The fuel
spilled into the fuselage and was
ignited by loose wires.

Sergeant Smith freed himself,
unhooked the waist gunner and
pushed him from the plane to
parachute to safety. He then alter-
nately fought the flames, manned
the waist guns, administered first
ald to the crew and made repairs
to the plane. When the fire fight-
ing cquipment was depleted, Ser-
geant Smith wrapped himself in
protective clothing and extin-
guished the fire by hand.

Sergeant Smith succeeded in
driving off the attacking German
planes and realized that the plane
was oscillating. He went forward
where he discovered that the pilot
and copilot both were wounded.
He gave them first aid and, with
no flying experience, flew the

the Clark AB Management Engi-.

Vicki Campbell; a son, Roger Jr.,
. New York City and founded the

1973 from Holloman AFB, N.M.,

gland AFB, La.; McConnell AFB, .

Interment with full miiitary‘

ment’

plane back to England. Ten min-
utes after he successfully landed«
the plane, it collapsed.

After this mission, Sergeant
Smith flew four more before bein,

_grounded for medical reasons an

then worked at various jobs in his
old group. He returned to the Unit-
ed States in early 1945.

Sergeant Smith went to work for
the Treasury Department after
the war. Then in 1970, he went to

Police Officers Journal, an inde.
ndent newspaper devoted to po-
ice and community affairs.

" He was a member of the AF
Sergeants Asscciation, the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars and the

.American Legion.

Surviving are his wife, Mary R.
{of Honclulu, Hawaii); two sons,
Maynard Jr. and Lawrence W.; a

“daughter, Christine Pincine, and

three grandchildren..

Interment with full military
honors was at Arlington National
Cemetery.

Col. Robert L. Stephens (USAF

Ret.), 62, died May 21 in Munich, .

Germany. He was the test director
of the SR-71/F-12 Test Force at

'Edwards AFB, Calif. During this

period, the organization twice was .
narined' an Air Force Outstanding
Unit.

1

On May 1, 1965, Colonel Ste-
hens established new world abso-
ute speed and sustained altitude
records in one of the planes, the
Lockheed YF-12A. In his first of
two flights in the plane, he aver-
aged 2070 miles per hour over a
17-kilometer stralghtaway course
in opposite-direction runs. On the
second flight he held an altitude of
80,257 feet to establish a new
world absolute record for sus-
tained horizontal flight.

The records topped those estab-
lished by the Soviet Unicn of 1665
miles per hour and 74,376 feet for
similar flights in 1966 in an E-166
jet. Colonel Stephens held the re-
cords for almost 12 years before
they were bettered by the SR-71,
sister ship of the YF-12A.

During his career as a test pilot,
which began in 1947, Colonel Ste-
phens test flew almost all AF jet
fighter aircraft, lncludln% the F-80
Shooting Star, F-106 Delta Dart,
X-1and X-5. .

Colonel Stephens received th
AF Meritorious Service Medal for
his contribution to the U.S. Super-
sonic Transport Development pro-
gram, He scrved as technical ad-
viser for three years with the
Supersonic Transport Develop-
ment office of the Department of
Transportation.

Following his work on the SST,
Colonel Stephens was assigned to
the Aerospace Defense Command
as commander of the 4628th Air
Defense Squadron and as special
assistant to the commander, 25th
NORAD Region, McChord AFB,
Wash., where he retired after
more than 30 years of service.
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bombing. 24 of the 27 A/C taking off, led by Major Raper, successfully
bombed the Aircraft Factory at Naates. Pictures of results indicate,
mie wont have to go back here any more"., Moderate flak and about 50
enemy fighters were seen. All of our A/C returned to base. Score for
the day was 7-2-3. :

Major Henry . Terry was promoted to ILieutenant Colenel and appointed
Deputy Group annnander.

The target today was to. have been Villacoublay, but because of 10/10ths
cloud the secondary, Caen/Carpiquet Airfield was attacked. Of the 25
of our A/C taking, led by Lt. Vinnedge, 24 got over the target, but be-
cause of heavy clouds only 15 of our 4/C bombed. Very little opposi-
tion was encountered from the enemy. Strike attack photographs show a
good concentration on barracks, Officers quarters and Mess Hall. All
of our A/C returned safely. Score was 0-0-0. "

Captain Robert P. Riorden was promoted to lajor and appointed Commanding
Officer of the 369th Squadron.

Today, Bastille Day, 24 of our A/C took off, led by Captain Salada, and
very sucdessfully bombed the repair hangars at Villacoublay, just to
the south of Paris.-~ Ineffective flak was encountered from the enemy
coast to Paris. Pnemy aircraft attacked in considerable force, out of
the sun and most of the tail gunners had a good work out., All of our
A/C returned to base with a score for the day of 6~3-5.

Secretary of War, Hemnry L. Stimson, accompanied by Lt. General Jacob L.
Devers, ETO Chief; Maj. General Ira C. Eaker, 8th Air Force Commmder,
and a squad of Brigadier Generals, arrived at our stgtion to personally
present the Congressional liedal of Honor to Sgt. Maynard Smith, who as
ball turret gunner on Lt. Johnsons crew did such an outstanding job on
May 1lst of this year. Sgt. Smith was the first person to receive this
medal in person in the ETO, the only other award having been made post-~
humously. ‘

Our first attempt to bomb the Synthetic Rubber Plant at Hannover, Ger-
many resulted in a recall when our planes were at the Dutch coast.
About 30 E/A chased us back over the Channel from the Zuider Zee, All
if XE our A/C returned to base with.their bombs. Our claims for E/A
were 3-0-0,
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AG 20V, Szith, Meynard H,
(5 May 43) Ph-B
L]

BEMORAIUDIUS for the Pubiiching Branch, Publications Division.
Roonn 2 E 1009, The Pentapon.

Gubject:  Citation for publication in llar Department Generol Ordevs,

It is reauested that the following citation be published ia ¥ar
Department fianeral Orders: '

"award of the liedad of Honor.--By direction of the President, under
the provisions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918 (Bull. i3, V.D.,
1908), o Medal of Honor has been awarded by the “or Denartment in the name
of Cougress to the following-named enlisted men.

A vergeant. ijaznard H,, Snmith, army serial nuaber 36 $923,097, air Corps,
United STates army.  For consplelous sallaptry and intreriditr in action
above and beyond the call osf duty. fThe zivcrart o vhich Sergeant Smith
was a junner vwas subjected to intense enemy antiaiveraft five and debermined
righter airplane attacks while returaiag from a nission over eneny ocenpied
Continental Furpoe on 1 Hay 1943, The airplane was hit seversl times hy
antiaireraft, fire and cannon shells of the fighter airplanes s two of the
crew were seriously wounded, the aircraft's oxygen systen shot out , and
several vital ronbrol cables severed when intense fires were ignited
simultancously in the radio conpartment amd waist sections. The situation
becane no acute that three of the crew bailed out jnto Hhe caperative safety
of the sca. Sergeant Smith, then on his first combat mission, elected to
fisght the fire by himself, administered first aid to the wounded tail guancr,
manned the waist, guns and foucht the intense flames alternately. The escaping
oxygen fanned the fire to such intense heat that the zrrminition in the radio
compartment bepan to explode, the radio, gun mount and carcra were nmelted »nd
dke conpartment completely gutted. Sergeant, Smith threw the exploding
arvunition overboard, fousht the fire until all tke fire~fighting aids were
exhausted, manncd the workable puns until the eneny fivhters were driven
away, further adsinistered first aid to his wounded comrade snd then hyr
wranping binself in protecting cloth, complitely extimmuished the fire by
hand.  This soldier's gallantry in action, undeunted bravery and lovalty to
bis aireraf. and.fellow crew nenbers » vithout regaixd of his oun versonsd
sarety, is an inspiration to the armed forsces of the United Hates,

Residence at enlistment: Curo, Michigan,"

) . Je . Richards
Late of award: 29 June 1943
wother: Mes, Jlary G. Soith, ad jutant General,
dtute Utreet, Caro, iMich,

COPY POK: Chiel o¥ Starf
Press Branch, Burean of Publie Relations
Comrunding Gener:al, ammy ai» Forces,
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Nation_Honors|:
An dersmed
Seroeant of 32

' The presentation. !t.selt took only
twelve minutes. Throughout mbss
of .that time Sergeant Smith was
completely unﬂ%ncc even
displaying the presenct of mind

h out and steady the micro-
phone standard, as it swayed in the

breeze.
A moment laber the sergeant

Flyer Gels Congr‘cssionaL
-Medal for Heroism in
Burning Flying Fortress

By Bert Andrews
By Telephone to the Herald Tribune

Copyright, 1943, New York Tribunc Ine,

A U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES
BASE. Somewhcre in England,
July 15.—~Amerlea’s highest mill-
Lary decoration, the Congressional|,.
Mcdal of Honor, was presented to-
day by Henry L. Stimson, Secre-
tary of War, to a pint-size ser-
geant from Caro, Mich. Staff Ser-
gcant Maynard Harrlspn Smith,|
thirw-two-ycar-old Flying~ Fort-|
yess gunner, was the little man
who became the second fighter to

receive the big award in the Euro-{

nean theater of operations and

the first to live to wear it.
Standing not far from the nose

of a battle-scarred fortress, sym-

“holic of the onc he saved on May,

1 with scven of. its crew of .ten,
Sergeant Smith drew himself up
to his full five feet four inches as
Mr. Stimson placed around ' his
neck the bluc ribbon from which
hung tho priceless bit of gold,
[As Smith recelved the decora-
tion he .winked at some .of. his
non-com {riends, according to
Morgan Beatly, National Broad-
casting Company reporter at Lon-
don. The reason for the wink was
that according to Beatly's broad-
cast, was on K. P, duty Wednesday

Tor overstaying leave.] -

en at Mr. Stimson’s side and
& stepigut in front of high-rank-
ing ‘officers who were proud to give
him p dence, the - sergeant
from Caro looked on as the crews

_ of other.fortresses honored him by
-parading in review, while forma-

tions of "forircsses roared over-
head in a special salute to him. .
Proudest among participants in
the ceremony were Lieutenant
General Jacob L. Devers,. com-
mander- European theater, and
Major General Ira C. Eaker, com-
manding general United States
8th Air Force, and Brigadier Gen-
cral Frederick H. Anderson, com-
manding general Bombe; Com-
mand. v :

blinked just a little and a look as
of homesickness came over his face

Twhen' General Eakers said to him

and to the radio audicnce that
plans for having the hero talk by
telephone with his mother had
miscarried. The sergeant's face
brightened when the general added
that ho knew that the sergeant's
niother was listening In and' that
he wanted her to know l.lw.t all
were, proud of her .son,. A

Sergeant Smlth's. dccd “of. hexo-’
{sm has been related previously in
dispatches from this theater:: On
May 1 he was in Flying Fortress
4g49"—its pilot would havé .none
of the. fancy names other pilots
‘adopt for-their bombers—when it
‘was hit near St. Nazaire by nre
from a Focke-Wulf. .

Flames broke oub in- the radlo
room and tail-wheel section of the
| Fortréss: “The radio operator, ‘the
‘l'right-waist gunner and the left-
walst gunner, believing the Fort-
ress was a goner, balled out. Smith
took off.his parachute and fought
the fire with fire extinguishers and
water gottles. Betwcen times he
administered first aid and saved
the life of the wounded tail gun~
ner and tuined to the walst guns
to give battle to pursulng German
planes,’

Sergeant Srmbh is the son of the
late Henry Harrison Smiilth, & cir-
cuit-+judge in Tuscola. County,
Mich, *. His mother still lives in
Caro, ‘'He has three. sisters. One
of ‘them, Mrs. Garrett P. O, Is
the wifc of an advertising man
who llves on Long Island, N. ¥, .
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¢ JustOne o mith Boys - - i
By all odds on¢of the top-notch heroes of i"
‘this war is Sergeant Maynard H. Smjth,..s |

+ diminutive member-of the Army Awr Force -
from Caro, Michigan, who “I +tebly
into the ball turret.of 8-Flying Foriress.”

When his plane, cilight- fite in two places ' -

several of his conirades bailed out. The pilot |
and co-pilot.stuck tp thelr’ posts; hurrying |
back toward England: fro a raid. Smith "
- fought -the fire singlé-handdd; first with ex-
“tinguishers until the “xhn ont, then with bot-
iles of water.and - fifglfy \with his hands and*
fet. o NV TR T
The tail gunner b dly: wounded, : crawled .
Torward. Smith halted” hjs . fite-fighting to

give the man flrstiaid.’ Resuming his battle :

with the flames,.he Had te:stop several times i

to man his gun and: fight off attacking Nazi ;

Dplanes, although ammunition was exploding
around him from‘the:ticatof the fire. . ;
Sergeant Smith’s”chief *reaction was his
admiration for “‘the’ people” who built thaf .
- Flying Fortress,” because of the way it held '
together in the circumstances, The point is .
" good. But the one that occurs to us is that |
I we hele-zQ, home who arc building Flying ¥or- f
P tresses, or‘h&ﬂmgbonﬂs to pay for them, can™
! never do enoup o back up his kind-of men.

v
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F-urtress Gunner
To Recerve Hig

() H owax burned off, Ny ihis e Lhe
right waist gumner had baled out over ||
his pun aed_ the lefi  waist  gunmer Ll b 4
was frvine g “bul was sfuck - o
half In and Balf nuE ni"!'ui gun hnoich, 1 ll I
pulled: hime back nto the ship and asked |
jhim il the heat was (oo daisch, For him, ;o

Comes Off KP
hes_t U.S. Award

—t R o

=l '.":il-:q-\.].'
PR S Fh a1yt

L

3 Shas

Lt

wil Cavpp Mhofa
Reully™ Smiih, the day befere doporie

Hlon day, undressed 8 birrel of wpinls in
his messholl, Yesterdny, Smiik gol the
Congrosdonal Modal of Honer from

P L0 50, e s
v HIEICE a0 ‘a
-:#*‘.'? B EITE T |II|I :--" - :.“_LI :
= B D S TN q
LSRR b T I S rliae s
e, Ymo Ll 124 = b iy
the (i, L TR T T
CHEIES
FI:' I'!'-ilj | T faud N S5
F!l:ll:' |1||"' e By -\-;u;“.;-' 4
L LTI Inll =1 g 2
i 4 el r:';....-.--_ i
|.' e T e S
) Lo B EZ:'-..-,wn. (T
: ] B - e | RFLH
; : ) gt Hil - 1ids ! in Fihed, Fan
kL L TER (LA id E
cliaracter, ™ ey suy, sl thal's all They're] Al e did s~ T | ! e b
awre ahond him, ) say, ‘I'm geiting oot of here T helped e g I Dy
deveral weeks apn he cime in nfier ahim open the Tear escape door and | ) T G : ;
pass o liktle late ; ond 3 weck Inter b ditl {wniched him bale ol His chule opencd i )
f again. He was put on K ns o mikd {ghay, ] Patks MRS Fae
form of punishment, and Toar the last . Fire In Maddio Hoem B ) r
week be's been peeling patatoes i be- “The smoke and gns were really ihick, | rwebe o 1 o
lween Fakls. T wrapped o swealer around my fee so -
After the ceremony someone asked | LIRESE 2 S0 prabbed a Bre extins | o g 973
Smith il he had any plans for the night, guisher and agtacked the fire fn the radio PR BT b
He dida't have iy speciol glang, | [BUSE Clancing aver my shaulder at the 1, - 50, 700 o
duven't gt a pass for lanight, but | think tail fise, 1 thought 1 saw something . . ;s Ao ol ey
lcnm arrange for one,™ he said, 3w

It was Gibzon,

Secredary of Wy Henry L. Stimsan.
By Andrew A, Rooney
Stery aeid Sidan Sl Wrelict
A ULE BEOMBE
[ o :
odl

i, July 15—="Tlie
K aml gave
Modal of Honor joday, 5
o Heary 1, Stimson, U 5. Seerelary of |
|-War, dra America’s highest award
around  the  linke Efgluh Al Farce
punner's neck while Le,
i Bevers, ETO chied, Mnj, Gen. Ira C. '
* Eaker, Eighth Air Force commander, and |
.1 sqiad of bri

background,

ook

Sf8pr. Maypard  Smilh
miss a salute from afl of them now, The
recepient of the Congrossionsl Medsl of |
' Hanar |5 enti
SIaF peneral, |

The door Jitle ball fierret punRet, wiin
comes from Caza, Migl, ook (e core.
mony mosiride yesterday. Al the brass
which had come io honos him for his
hoar-and-a-hall batile with fames and
cnemy fghlers over France ool fhe
Channel was just so much brass,

smith,  who  wswslly  onswers o
“Enully,” hnd been on KP not so lanp
helare, peeling spuds,  He wos off P [or
ib= cereminny, so there wasn't mwuch [t
cauld réally bother him.

He stood guietly at niteniion  while
Seerclary Stimson rend the citalien o
The secoial iagnl Medal of Honor
won in this theaier, (311, Jack Mnihis,
whis dicd 03 bo relessed luis Bomls oyer
the arger, was pasthnmously  recom.
""'.’l.“li'“ Tor the C.MLUILY

mén on e atation den’l know ol

Smiby ton well, They baven't mnde o

" nilizers

R STATION, Eng-|
rel Smith s heroism, b the story of “Siaully'™ Smith |5
im the Congtiaill-on his fisst raicd May | over Flok Ciry

Chen. Jacoh Loy

rigadier genernls stocal in the |

tled 1o o sabiie from o fous- [ Medal this Wiyt

coming, and ran binck, 1
{Iht tasl punrner, m:nrll:ﬂ;' erawling back,
wodinded. He had bl nll over him,

“"Looking him over, I snw that e had
been lsit in the back and that it hal [ro-
bably gape theough his kit lung, 1 Ikl
imdawen o hog el side so thing the
wound would nol drain_ inboe the right
lunz, gave him a shot of morphine amil
ikl Tim as comforiable  as  possihis
belore going back to the lises. 3

"I hagl fust got staried on this when
on his first raid. Heé was flying |n o i nl:_'ﬁ'i" et uplnMTﬂmb:dh_l'nr

= al HITR..
numbcred bur nomeless ship pilosed h_'u'l'.:lnhr m%‘:df:m:;] turnsd o the
:fer;Ihg;:: ll't::#:?::lmn' who lad been on 'mhnr-wnist'su;n a]ml llill_thim I}uvc [1 rﬂ”
2 ) : i

Mayaard Smith 1ells fhe stary ol lh';:ETnmisLnék I.rlbn :I:Eiﬂu;ﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘: fire
irip that won him jhe Congressinnal | ngata.

“l got info the room this time nnd
W' Followed "hr In :hl:Tl oE njlru; d-:_hntsl- "Im: L

“We had lefe St Mazaive and hewled kil burn ales =0 larpe in Che &

aiik o E:Ewilh sﬁu‘m;ﬂirws .umﬁ, ws. 1 jof the ship that | just 10ssed the sLudT oul
was witching the frocers from a Jerey Ilhmpph them, Gas fram a lmm.In; .
‘fighter come pulfing by owr tail when, | Eusiisher was choking ﬂﬁtmm '.':'qm:
sildenly, there was & \errific explosion, | back go the il fire; 1 jon my chule
Whoonipl  Just Iike thae. Toy, i was
it pip! :

DMy interphone and e electricnl gos-
irds 00 my furred wend owt, so 1 hande |
ernnked mysell up ond crawled aul of the
Libfret inbo dhe ship. ‘The fiest thing 1 saw
wid ooaboot of flome coming eur of e
radia romm and another fire by fse il
wiee] section, )

“Sudibenly, the radio operaior, came
LR oz out o « Ha
mide o bee line for e pon haich and
dived owl, | glinced out and walched

genersl opinion of the ranking
that wera there 10 cengratulabe
hina was thol e probably could areanse
lor one, E
Comibal erews here are hardened o

-,

(5, Maznired is €l 1alked over in Missen
huls at'night,  They inlk sbout *Snuly,”
himaelf, toa, He is 0 chamaeter—naot he

Lypieal American hero folks ploiure,
On Moy |, Maynnrd Smith sinried ot

so [ could move ensier.  T'm plad 1
didr't take it 'off sooner, beenuse Mter |
found that it had stopped o 30 caliber
buller.
ks Eher busst with ehe walst
puns, aml wenl back fo ihe radlo reom
with the last of jhe cxtinguisher fluld,
Feen that ran out I fouid a“waier-batile
and & wrine can nad powred those o,
“Aler that [ was se mad 1 urlsated on
the fire and fnally bext on it wii nmy
hanads nef Feet untjl my clathes hepan o

Infe hit the borionial slaldlizer, boupge smolder. That FW came srosiul ngain
and I fet hins have i, That time he el

their I'rli.ndl_l_h-un_l. ]hrl'l_ yei. “He's n

P dialn’t even hiove 3 "Moe Wese.!

nnd open Iy ehute.  The F
P:Tmﬁ. Wz for gooil.  ‘The Jire was usler condrod,

Lo v Llicge, Jroety 15 174
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CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY
MAYNARD H. SMITH, Ssc. & Tnagas,
¥ Box 1453
WASHINGTON 13, D. C.

Ja.nua.ry 291191‘7
Box L) 53:
Washington 13, D.C.

Dear Donald:

Your letter of January 13 arrived here after being sent on from my
original home address at Caro, Michigan. You see I am located here in
a pozition with the Bureau of Intermal Revenue. . .o

It certainly seems good to hear from you. Do tell me more about how
things are going with you in your next letter. Of course I expect a reply
to this one.

Well Chum, I understand there was considerable hell raised around after
I loft Thurligh on account of the rotten deal that lousy outfit gave me via
the great judgement of Witt, and some of his cohorts. However that is water
over the dam as far as I am concerned. And to be quite fraak, I cant say as
I care to be reminded of the experience. It was just so much time of my life
wasted .

There is a man out in the Mast, I think his name is Arthur Bovo or eome
name similar, who has written a cowplete history of the 306th including pictures
and a big volume of crap about the different squadrons, et cetra. He wrote
me and wanted pictures, opinions and all that stuff, And as you IBve no doubt
gatheredd by now that it was just a bad spot in my life so far as my interest
ges , my reply was simply that I am not interesteds Of course he went ahead
and completed the history in quite a detailed fashion. Then he wrote me and
wanted my opinion on the book, since as he claimed it had about two whole
chaptors devoted to my activities at Thurligh. I didn't even reply to that
lotter, 80 you can see that ny interests are far from the past.

You see, I had a few friemds there, and 1 considered you one of the best
ones, The others were people that I had mo interest in But was forced to asseciate
with simply because I was in the Amy. It has been my long awalied jleasure
to run intb a ouple of ex Thurligh nfficere since being here in Washington,
and I certainly let them have the works,after,0f course they greeted me with
that piss willy offficer line of BS, And then I had eane from the Pentagon
call wp and want somthing, and I gave him the works alsae I dont want to be
bothered by having some pies willy of an officer calling me at my office, And
brother they dont call the second time when I get thiough putiing them in their
proper placee So much for the Army, I just want to forget the whole thing.

Yes, Don, the wife is here and the baby is healthy and happy. We havs a
swell apartment, and I have a damn gpod high paying position. And things are
going along swell,

If it is at all poseidle, I would appreciate it, if you would just omit
me from your history of vhe 306th, 0f course you could insert that the ommission
is by my request, since I am now happy being conpletely DISASSOCIATED from
the Army and particularideXyxx Thurlighe

Kindest regards, and do write soon,//W/L,//x\



a0 }
Ft HEA  ARTYPS 306TH BOMBARDUENT GROUEF ()
B Office of the Operntions 0ff'icer
APO 857

18 Ducember 1944.

SUBJRC?: Reduction of 8/8gt. Maynard He 8wmith,

T0 ¢ Comanding Qfficer, Headquarters Detachment, 306th Bombardment Group (H),
APO bB67,

1. 8/Sgt. Maynard H. Smith has been detailed for duty in Group Operttions for
8 period of months. Ab no timo during this’ pariod hes Sgt. Smith displayed any
degire to perform his duties in & manner beooming his rank,

2. 8/8gt. Smith was assignod as agsistant to the duty nipht clork, a duty woll
performed by @ corporal on the other night shift. Duties involved are transportation
of duty officers on planning and set-up of ninsions, a srmall amount of typing pertin-
ont to nission planning ao well as the daily status reoport, and various othor minor
detalls performed by a nipght olork in an Opsritions Seotion.

3. The attitude of this enlistod man is insufforable. As the recipicat of the
Congreassionnl Medal of Honor, epparently 8/8gt. Smith ia of the opinion thut he has
no responaibility to his dutiaes, or to his officors und fellow KC0'8. Frou the time
he bogen duties in the Oporations Sootion up until tho presont, repoated wnrnings und
reprimunds have been & necgssity to obtain even a minimum of performance from Emith.
When the process of planning and briefing a mission is in effuct, the duty NGO in
churge i3 woll ocoupled e¢ven with s oompetent assistant, With 8/Sgt. Smith on duty
his work is not only doubled., but definitely hinderod. Having no sonse of rosponsi-
bility, Smith has on sevoral ccoasions absented himself from the of fice when urgente
ly needod, oamandeering the available transportation to visit the Enlisted Men's
Club, Red Cross Club, etoc. Upon several ocoasions Smith has been ;iven ordera gov-

erning apecific details, and hag oarried them cut as he docmod necessary, rather than
as inotruoted.

4. Dus to his heroig performance as a gunner und his subsequent averd of the
Congresaional Medul of Mouor, tho undersigned has overlooked many defioivncies in
this onlistod man over @ long poriod of time, He has beon treatod with a deforence
and patience which would not ba acoorded any other subordimate of icer or enlisted
min., However, hias inefflolonsy has not only affocted the duty NCO's working with
him, but hns undermined the ef’iolonoy and lowerad the morale of the whols S-83 segtion.
It ia thorefore recommended that S/Sgl:. 8mith be removed Lrom the Operntions Section
and redused to the grade of private for ineffioiocnoy.

THOMAS F. ¥I17T,
}& J or » Ac »
ODperutions Officer,

-le



1 could easily spend the rest of his davs jue
‘Aﬁ ij{ srownd, remembering.
, 'ji

b
LONDON — There's just so much sentiment] btz
“ gage vou can carry through life. I'm not s for
reunions, Anvone who has reached the a  F 60
ting

P here at this old 1.5, Bih Air Force Base 1A
Redford, Engtand, though, because members of the
3nh Bomb Group are having o reunion and [ New
with them en the fir US, bombing raid on Nugi
Germany in February 1943, It's sentimental baprage
| carey easily and with greal pridee,

IVs been 40 years now since these men flow their
[our-engined B17 Flying Foriresses out of here.
They're the kind of men Americans like 1o think are
typieal Americans, bt they"re Better than typienl.
They're special. A lot of World War 11 Air Foree
LI EH PR T gl

It wits a terrible war for them although dering 1
reunion they're managing to recall o fot of tle groed
thing= abowt it Tt would B too sad if they didi's, Iy
was terrible beciause 5o many of them were killed,
Une evening they"d be sitting around their huis talk-
inye, WOFFYIng, plaving cards amd writing betters home.
The next evening, if there hud been 4 bombing i
sion that diey, the bed next 10 theirs or Ehe i et o
thar — il mavbe hoth — might b ey, its for
ther occupunt, their pal, dend. F‘u'rlu.Lpe- b bl griome
dower ina parwehote tha vaupht fire, “Who burmed
Bisiley?™ MacKinley Kuantor wrote, “Was it v

I seas o great and tersible war for e breause, as g
soung feporter for the Army hewEpuapser, Tl Stars
ariid f"i'lri]n'.m,l was in @ slrangye pesiticen, | eama 1o this
bise often when the bombere wens out, il wlen
they returned — jf they returned — | talked 10 the
erews abio what had bappencd, Then I'd felurn b

London and weite my story. | often felt ashamed of

mvself for pot being one of then, T was having the
time of my life as a newspaperman and they were
fHghiing and dying. That's how 1 eame to v with
them just that anee 10 Wiletmshaver., B mde me
fecl better ahou mivself,

guns while their hands froze.
And he: was buying me a drink. E
T

Looking out ai the crumbling remains of the old
rumways al this airfield, 1'm haunted by fashes of
memory, (ien the bombers eame back badly dam.
aged and with crew members dead or dying. In April
943, | was here when they came boek from a raid
deep in Germany and one of the pilots radioed in tha
he was going to have 10 make an emergency landing.
He had only twe engibies left and his hydraulie EVd-
tem was gone. He couldn't let the wheels down and
there wos something even worse, The ball turret gun-
ner was trapped in the plastic bubbile thay hung be-
neath the belly of the bomber.

Later | talked with the crewmen whe survived that
lending. Their friend in the hall turret liad been
calm, they said, They had talked 1o hitn, He knew
what they had 10 do, He undersioad, The B-17
slammed down on s belly ... amd on the ball tweret
with their comrade trapped inside i,

There are funny siwries, joo, Everyone here re-
members the eceentric gunner snuffy Smith, Sg.
Maynard Smith. He was an edrlbiall ind of guy, bl
be ddidd biis joh well in the air, The Air Foree loved 1o
give medals and they hid good reason in Snoffy
Smith's eaze. On one occasion, Henry Stimsan, then
called seeretary of war, eame to England, and off-
ciials, thinking this would be 5 good time for publicity
for the Adr Forve and the seerelary, arranged 1o give
Suaffy Smith the Medal of Honor, The whale entou.
g eame 1o this bise with the secretary and a dugen
generals, but the hero vpe mowhere 10 be found, 1t
buraved out Bne was in the kitchen washing (izhes. He
was on KE being disciplined fur some minor infrac:
tion of the base rigles,

This reunion is a bitierswee experience. st eve.
ing | hael o drink ut a bar where there wie a puther
ing, und 5 strong-louking weather-beaten man canie
OVEr e quietly said he'd like 0 buy e & drink
He's w Nebirusks furmer pow, He had been e gail
gunner on the Banshee, the B-17 I Aewe i over
Wilhelmshaves, We'd been hit than day and it was a
terrfving trip, but it made a good story for me, We
laughed and 1alked wgether and he paid for the
drisk. As we lifted onr Blasses in o motual togsr, 1
toticed that twa fingers on his right hand were mis.
ing. 1t efien happened 1 erevmen who stuck by their

&4



WWII Hero ‘Sn

Alr Fores Phala

uffy

Honored by Chan

CHANUTE AFB, 111, — The
~tough little sergeant™ who batiled
g blaze and enemy attacks on his
B-17 as it limped home across the
English Channel now §8 memorial-
ized af Chamete AFR with s build-
ing named after him,

Maypard H "Snufly” Smith

+ became the first Air Foree enlisted

% Air Force Times CCTOBER 27, 1986

member o be awarded the Medal
of Honor. And the aergs_ﬁce
ground equipmenticgress butlding
at the Chanute Technical Traing
ﬁmﬁfur has besn rengmed Smil

a

Smith eerned the medal for his

clions May 1, 1843, a day ﬂfhm:;j.'

ssirs for the Bih Air Force's 423
Bomb Sgusdron, 306th Bomb
Group

Smith, the son of & eircult judge
in Care, Mich, was a belly-turret
punner on his first mission over en-
emy Lerrilory. He had arrived in
England just a month earlier.

Smith's B-17 wes relurning (o En-
land aler o bombdng misslon over

aint-Mazalre, Fraoce, in which
e airccofl had suffered only one
fak punsture, in the lefl wing.

As the plane began ils descent
into what the navigaler thought
was home terrilory, the plane
found ilself under heavy fire from

{rerman Focke-Wull FW-100s over -

what was actually occupied

TCE.

Two B-17s in the group went
down immediately In the aiteck
The pilet of Suith's plane, in an ef-
fort bo elude the Germans, moved
out over the chanpel and descend-
ed b just above the wave tops.

But Z0mm shells from the Ger-
man pursters tore through the fu-
seloge, destroying the intercom, ox-
vgen systems and some conirol
lines and selfing ofT intense fres in

the radio compartment and waisl-

gunner seclions, .

Here is how Smith retold the =io-
rof @ fesw days later;

After a particularly hard hit, "1
hand-cranked myself up and
erawled oul of my turret Into the
ghip. The first thing 1 saw was a
sheet of lame coming out of the ra-
dio room and another fire by the
tail-wheel section.”

The radio operator immediately

’

dived out of the plane, follvwed by
the righl and lelt waist gunners.

“The smoke and gas were really
thick," Smith said. "1 wrapped o
sweater around my foce 50 I could
breathe, grabled a Mire extinguish-
er and atlacked the fire in the ra-
dio room.

“Glancing over my shoulder at
the tail fire, T thought 1 saw some-
thing moving and m? H'flﬂil ]tﬂ'u_.'ﬂ-l
the tail panner, painfullly crawling
back, chviously wounded. He had
blood all over kim."

Smith gave the injured mon @
ghot of morphine and relurned o
fighting the fire.

T just got storied on this when
that FW came diving in again. |
Jumped for the waist pun and fred
at him and &5 he swepl umder us 1
furned to the olher waist gun and
let him have il from the other
side. ..

"I took off my chute ao 1 could
mave easler, ['m glad 1 didn' take
it off sooner, becouse pflerwards |
found it had stopped a S0-caliber
bullet. Another gquick burst with
the guns and back to the radio lire
Then back again to the wounded
punner to comfort him. When he
asked, "Are we almost home yei™ |
lied and told him we were. ...

"By now, Il was so ot that the
ammunklon was exploding all ove:
the place and making a terrific
rackel I didnt dare throw all of i
oul becanze | had lo keep some fos
the visits of the FW."

Finally winniog’ his batile witl
the Mames, Smith gaw that the
plane was ol last approaching the
coast of England.

"T could tell that the ship wa:
.ncl.iﬁ Lail-keavy, so 1 bossed owvir
board everything | could: guns, em
munition, clothes, everything.
resilly hod & time with the ammuni
tion cans — they weighed B
pounds and 1 welgh 130 — but
managed to gel them oal. ... 7

Miraculously, the badly deamapge
plane held together and landed i
one piecd,

The Medal of Honor was present
ed to Smith by Secretary of Wa
Henry L. Stimson. Ironieally, at thi
tme ihe awird was mode Smill
was serving KP duty “for some mis



. . Alr Force Phaia

WWII Hero ‘Snuffy
Honored by Chant

Alr Force Times OCTOBER 37, 1986

CHAMUTE AFB, I1l. — The
“tough little serpeant” wio battled
a bleze and encmy altacks on his
B-17 ais it limped home across the
English Channel now is memorial-
tved at Chanute AFB with o build-
ing named after hime

H. “Souffy" Smith

+ became the firsl Alr Faree enlisted

member o b awarded the Medal
of Honor, And the aerospace
ground cquipmentfegress building
at the Chanute Technical Tralnlng
ﬁnﬁl“ his been renamed Smith

Smith eamed the medal for his
ﬁ:;ms May 1, 1043, a day of heavy

&5 for the 8th Air Force's 423rd
Bomb Squadron, 308th Bomb
Group.

E.mtth the son of a elreuit judpe
in L‘arn. Mich., was a belly-turret
gunmer on his first mission over en-
emy terrilery, He had arrived in
England just a manth earlier.

Smith's B-17 was returning to En-

land after & bombing mission over

aint-Nazaire, Frapce, in which
e gircrafl hed suffered only one
Rak puncture, in the lefl wing

As the plane began |ts descent
Inta what the navigator thought
was home territory, the plane
found itsell under heavy fine [rom

German Focke-Woll FW-190s over .

what was actually occupicd

AcE,

Two B-17% in the group went
down Immediately In the attack
The pilet of Smith's plane, in an ef-
fori to elude the Germans, maved
out over the channel and descend-
ed o just above the wave luf.

Bul 3mm shells from Lhe Ger
man pursuers tore through the fu
selape, destroying the inercom, ox-
yEen systems ancd some conbrol
lines and setting off [ntense Nres in

the radio compariment and waist-

gunner sections,

Here is how Smith retold lhe sti-
ry a few doys later:

After g particularly hard hit, “I
hand-cranked myself up and
crawled oul of my furmel knto the
ship. The first thing | sew was &
sheot of flame coming oul of the ra-

dio room and another fige by the
tail-whesl section.”™

40  The radio operator immediately

dived out of the plane, followed by
the right and left waist gunners

“The smoke and gos were really
thick." Smilh said. "I wrapped a
swealer around my face =0 [ could
breathe, grabbed a fire extinguish- ©
er and attacked the fire in the ra-
din Fopm

“Glancing over my shoulder at
the tail fire, [ thoopht 1 saw somi-
thing moving and run back. IL was
the tail gunner, painfullly crawling
back, obviously wounded. He hod
hlnn:l all over him."

Smith gave the injured man a
shot of morphine ond returmed to
fighting the line,

"I just god slarted on this when
that FW came diving in again. 1
Jumped for the waist gun and fired
at him and as he swept under us [
turned to the other waisl gun and
let him bave it from the other
shle....

“I took off my chute so [ could
move casier. I'm glad [ didn't take
It T sooper, because aferwards 1
found if had stopped & 30-caliber
bullet. Another guick burst with
thee guns and back to the radlo (e,
Then back again to the wounded
punner to comfort him. When ha
azked, "Are we almost home yet?' |
lied and told bim we were, ...

"By mow, il was 0 hot that the
ammunition was exploding all over
the place and making a terrific
rackel [ didn't dare throw all of it
out becanse [ hed lo keep some for
the visils of the FW."

Finally winning'his batile with
the fames, Smith saw that the
plane was al last approaching the
coast of England,

“I could tell that the ship was
acting tail-heavy, so | tossed over-
board everything I could; guns, am-
munition, elothes, everyihing, 1
really had a time with the anmuni-
Lion cans — they welghed 88
pounds end I weigh 130 — bot [
manoged o get em oul ... "

Mirsculously, the badly damaged
plane held together and landed in
I PEEDE.

The Medal of Honor was present-
ed to Smith by Secrctary of War
Henry L. Stimson. Ironically, at the
time the awird was made Smith
was serving KP duly “lor some mis-

>
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WWIl Hero ‘Snuffy
Honored by Chant

2 AirForce Times OCTORER 27, 1986

CHAMUTE AFH, 11l — The
“lough little sergeant” who battled
a blaze and enemy attacks on his
B-17 az il limped ¢ across the
English Channel now is memorial-
feed ot Chanute AFB with o build-
ing named after him

Sgl Maynard H. "Snuffy™ Smith

. beeame the first Alr Foree enlisted

member o be awarded the Medal
af Honer, And the serospace
ground equipmentiepress building
at the Chonute Technical Tralning
Cenler has been renamed Smith
Hall.

Smith earned the medal for his
getions May 1, 1843, a day of heavy
busses for the 8th Alr Foree's 423rd
Bomb Squadron, 306th Bomb
Group,

Smith, the son of 2 eircvit judps
in Caro, Mich., was a belly-turret
gunmer on his firsl mission ovér en-
emy terrilory. He had arrived in

ndl just a month earlier,

mith's B-17 was returning to En- -

gland. after a bombing mission over
aint-Mazaire, France, in which
Use sircraft had sulfered only one
Nak punclure, in the lell wing

As the plane began its descent
into what the navigator thoonght
was home territory, the plane
found itself under heavy firg From

fierman Focke-Wuall FW-190s over .

what was actunlly cecupied
France.

Twe B-17s in the group went
down immediately In the attack
The pilot of Smith's plane, in an ef-
fort o elude the Garmans, movid
out over the channel and descend-
ed i just above the wave fops.

But Hmm shells from the Ger-
man pursuers ore through the e
selage, destroying the intercom, ox-
vEen systems and some control
lines and seiting off intense Ares In

fo compartment aod waist-

gunner seckhons

Here is how Smith retold lhe sto-
ry a few days later:

After & particularly hard hit, I
hand-eranked myself up and
crawled onl of my turret into the
ship. The first thing I saw wes &
gheet of Home coming out of the ra-
dio reom and another fire by (e
tall-wheel sectlon.”

The radio operator immediately

#

dived out of the plane, followed by
the right and lell waist punners

“The smoke and gas were really
thick," Smith said. *1 wrapped a
sweater around my Face 50 [ could
breathe, grabbed a fire extinguish- *
er and attacked the fire in the ra-
die room.

‘“Glancing over my shoulder at
the tail fire, T thought | saw some-
thing moving and ron back. IE was
the tuil gunner, poinfullly erawling

back, abviously wounded, Ha ha-d ]

biood all over him."

Smith gave the injured man a
shot of morphine and returmed to
fighting the fire

“1 Just got starled on this when
that FW came diving in again. 1
jumped for the waist gun and fired
at him and a5 he swepd undér ws [
turned to the other walst gun and
let him have it from the other
side. ...

“1 ook off my chote so 1 could
move easier. I'm glad 1 didn't take
it off sooner, because afferwards 1
found it had stopped p 30-caliber
bullet. Another guick burst with
e guns and back to the radio fire.
Then back sgain to the wounded
gunner to comfort him, When he
osked, ‘Are we almost home yet? 1
lied and told him we were. .

“By mow, il was so hot that the
ammunition was exploding all over
e place and moking a terrific
racket [ didn't dare throw all of it
ot becanse | had to keep some for
the visils of the Fw."

Finally winning' iz baiile with
the Mames, Smith saw that the
plane was ai lasi approaching the
eoast of England,

“T eould tell that the ship was
acting tail-heavy, so [ tossed aver-
board evorything | could: guns, am-
munition, clothes, everything, 1
really had a time with the ammuni-
tion cans — they welghed b3
pounds and I weigh 130 — bot 1
mizpaged to get them out. ., . "

Miraculously, the badly da d
plane beld together and fanded in
one piece.

The Medal of Honor was present-
ed to Smith by Secrelary of War
Henry L Slimson, Ironkcally, at the
Lime the award was made Smith
wag serving KP duly "for some mis-
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25 November 1986

Public Information Office
Chanute AFB
Rantoul, IL

Dear Sirs:

I would be most happy to use a picture of thkheSnuffy Smith picture unveiling
in our Group newspaper. As you probably realize, this is theg group with which
Snuffy flew his five missions and earned the Medal of Honor——on the first
mission he flew.

That occurred 1 May 43, and Snuffy stayed around at Thurleigh until late Jan-
uary 1945, when he was shipped back to the States. During my combat tour he
worked a night shift in Group operations, and usually appeared during early
morning mission briefings.

Enclosed 18 a copy of the newspaper which carried his death notice. You may
want it for your files.

Thanking you in advance for a copy of the picture, such as appeared in Air
Force Times, I am,

Sincerety youaus,

Russell A. Strong
Editor
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* Gmitirecall the odds wore
giving for combat airorewmen

“The first time out, 50 peu'zent ot
back."'l‘he next time, you weron't Aue

The nest day Smith flow another
combat mission, ‘to Bremen,
Germeany. C .

mith never set out to be a hero,

he did “yolunteet”
But he was -’
working an angle theze, too. .

He was bomn in 1911, in Caro,
Michigas, population 3,001 (“It never
changes,” Smith says. «Ryery time
someone's born, someona loaves
town.") He went to Detroit to seek his
fortune when the war came.

Always working an le, Smith
made a deal with a friend in the post
office: When Greotings From the
President came for 8m th, his friend
phoned him, so Swith had plenty of
time to “volunteer” before the official
draft notloe reached him,

Qmith soon found bimself at
Sheppard Alr Force Base, along wi
0,000 other recruits. He heard
through the grapevine about a

e -'a.-.-._.—-_.v\__._ﬁ—-—. .

am thal y
sargeantin {ustnlne weaks: asrial gun-
nery sohool in Harlingen, Texas. {3
sounded great, but there was one
hltch — thera wsre 1,200 men on the
walting lst.

= That dldn't gtop a promoter like
Smith. He and Magkal St,
Louis went to find the major in charge

of ploking the .gunnery school
" rectuits. They were golng to
) eoa‘alnd;hen:::tgﬁu‘ A

'out just didn’t do
In t.l.:lo’:‘my. But Smith did. Hiko that !
a promoter, al
boous Bonlth o 7 hat ooudd they
do to me? I was just a private, You

t could make him a staff |

* - for a broadcast and a rehearsal

< .. - WO 16 80
'ﬁ"‘?ﬂ?"‘ég‘au‘{ by an English
submarine, -

But he was worn out, wounded 80
many times, his reserves depleted.
Marcal St. Louis died In the hospital, .
al'l(ﬁlat;ing, as he always did, to stay

ve. At

: ‘mith completed 18 missions,
sometimes In the waist, some-
. ,timesintheballt\met.ﬁ'e
yaceived the Congresalonal Medal of ;
Honor for his heroics over St Nazare,
 Then, a couple of months later, he .
was walking through downtown A
Bedford when it all, caught up with *
him. In a sort of delayed reaction to ~
the danger and excitement, his mind
went blank.
«] just forgot where I wes,” Smith

says. ,

They took him off flying and put
him in Operations, where he got the
inside ecoop on one of the strangest
stories of World War II — the dis-

_appearance of Glenn Miller, perhaps

big bands were-king. . Co
"Maj. ‘Miller conducted the Alr .
. Force Band, a eollection of awing all-
stars in the service. They practiced at
.the Corn Exchang in Bedford, justa
faw miléa away from Thurleigh, whers .
Smith's 428¢d Squadron, 808th Bomb
.Group was hased. In the many stand
downs due to the nasty English weath-
er, Smith and his buddies would xo .
_ into Bodford and liaten fo the ban
..:; Smith ,temembers “those days
" ondly: the Corn Exchange, where he
mot an English girl (he-eyéntually
married, the Swan Housa and the
taverns, the.“Ooze Rivet that -ran.
through town, and the Roman bridge
that crossed it 3% 7 1 e
Aster the inyasion of France, Mil-
ler planned to go to'Paris to .mﬁi‘le. _
In the Officérs Club (Smith was still a
-saygeant and, tochnically not allowed, -
but no one was going ‘to tell ‘a

" tha

-

&

] Soclety, talks aboiit old fimes with Maymarg Smitn of tne DANGUEN 1N LNGHY.

n, eto.

Smith thought the major was
going to ‘arrange for & B-17 for the
trip, After all, sven though the 8th
hed finally wrested air puperiority
from the Luftwaffe, it was still not
completely safe. Rapeclally not for the
small, single angine Norsemant

which the major planned to tranaport
Miller to Feance.

But Smith Imew too much about
the servioa to contradict a major.

“wThat Monday,” Smith says, “1
ordered a jeep and rode with Glenn
Miller to the plane.”

Miller and the major took off.
Smith was one of the last people to
see him alive,

1t was Dec. 16, 1944, The small
plane cleared the Englisch Channel
and was never heard from again. The
Air Force conducted a 12-day search
over the plane’s 160 mile route and

o e ek umdl dosa

Yoars later, divers claimed to hav¢
found a Norseman C-84 off the cogs’
of Prance. But Millez's body wa:
never recovered.

Smith ls surs the plans was sho
down, just as he’s aure taking a single
unarmed plane acrosa the continen
was & dumb idea in the first place.

aboard the Mauritania, thesi
ter ship of the Lusitania. *
had had enough of flying,” he says

Shortly aftsrward, he went back
work for the Treasury Departmer
but, in 1870, with just $1,300 and ;
idea,” he founded the Police Offices
Journal, a “pro-police paper. It wa:

eat success.” Smith sold the par
in 1076 and retired to St. Patarsbu

He still doean't look like a hero

But he is, :

s'mith returned to Americ

ot

e e —af® Sedtesse

can't got any lower than that.” " Congressional Medal of Hosior winner i o

ha'll"h:l)! md the major in a lonely i ?igt l“mmrt) Bmiﬁomuﬁ“fmﬂﬁm%% - ~MICHARL gﬁ"g,sl:,';"""m;n:f“" of i

e faking, e B did ot A Thé %s!émm T had Ty Wilse an".  bhotographer RICHARD WELLS could s

tog:rol?md.thoyworo ordered onday. AiSer s T 9, 868 you. Maynord SmICV p@1%90 -
ngen.

Oraldth awd T T aisfn vané 0'\0&\@ B
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ynurd Smith dosn’t
f > Hea

now, but even in 1043
he was a short, ukinoy
gy, with a peculior way of walking, s
if he didn’t have o bone in his body.

And he doesn't act like & hem, At
least, he doesn't come an like the
strang silent type. Smith's nickname
in the service was “Souffy,” not be.
caue he resembles the comic-sirip
character {which he does, in a wayl
but becmme he wos “always working
an anple,™

Still, this night, Smith will wear
his Congressionsl Medal of Honer at,
a banquet for the 8th Air Fores His-_
torical Socialy. The pals bhos el
with the constallabon of white stams
will go arownd his neck The gold
eple thut holds the bar that asys
salar thal helds the spar wilth Ladgy
Liberty thut halds the aak lesves wrifl
bounes peaily against his sternum as
Smith lights o candbe n memory of
the: peen of the 8th who gave their
lives for their country in World War

.

But a handful of men was peneed
because gffhat Bmidpdid on May 1,
1543, o] ;

Smith wis manning the ball
turret, two 50-caliber mechine
gunsl ilicking oart of a glass bubble on
the boltom of the H-17 foseloge-

llmhuﬁralmmhtm

Hydraulics meved the it T

up and down. Ahmﬁnmﬁ%
parated Semith from the rest of the air-
plane. There was pothing undemeath
himm.

“It waoa,™ he ways, “just Iike yoo're
flying in air."” '

They were on their way to bamb
ihe Germen suhmarine pans in 5L
Hazare, France when 200 Focks-
Wolfe 120 fijhiers cam at tham From
the front, 200 more from the rear. But
ihe Aak was wome, B-17s were going
down everywhara: Then his own plane
waa hitk y

An unezploded B8-calibar AL

"the formation. German

sbell ripped into the fuselage o focd
irom the radio operator, who wos so
frightentd he jumped out of the
plane. Without & parachule,

The shell destroyed the radis
operator’s pomition. Hut, worse, jt
ruptured a 400-gaflon tank, spilinge

fuel mto the fuselare. Loose wires iz-
nited the fuel, The plane was an HE.

' Smith pushed the hydroulic ean-
Erad that would let him out of the ball
burret. It didn't work He tried the
Back-up ayntam. Theat didn't work

either. Fighting panie, he grabbed the
manpal crank and hoisted himself
back into the plane. The fire Bad
Eprend.

They were low hy then, abouwt

fi Cne waist gunner had
MO o0 e e s ot Biste

He conainly died. The other wnist
punner trisd Lo bail out from his pesi-
tion, but coupght his parachuie her-
nem.

Smtith unbooked the waist punner.
"Whal's the matter, boo bol for you™™

he waid. He opened the rear door and
literally kicked the waisl gunoer aut.

‘The fire was raging even atronger.
Smith grabbed the fire extinguishers
and put out moot of the MNames. He
poursd the witer beiles on the rest.
Finally, when it was just a tile fire,
be urinated on it

So the fire was oot. But they were
for from home. P

Smith's platd¥ud Gyigled from

ighters
Jmnped on the straggler. Smith ahob
i the fighters from the waist guna
He gave fimst pid to wounded
crewmen and made repaime fo the
plane Al one point he tossed Four
E50-pound ammo cmes overboard Lo
lighten the damaped ploine. Smith
weiphed 135 pounds then, as be does
mow. He contldn’t it ope comer of ope
cnan mow. He coulde’t then, eithor,
But he did. He did it becawse Tt had
ta b done,™

About this time, Smilh noliced
the plane was oecillating up snd
down. He went forward and dis-
cavered both the pilol and co-pilot
were woimded, shot in the lepa. The
pilot was in shoek, pushing pnd poll-
ing the control cofumm, like a child
playing airplans.

Smith dragged the pilot out of the
weat and pave him end the co-pilst
firut gid. Then be flow the plane back
to England. He had no training as 8 pi-
kot, but be "had watehed™ them
enough to know the fundnmenials,

Smith flew ncross the Channel, 1o
England. Ho pot it down the firt dry
place be could find, the RAF buse ut
Land's End. The people at the base
were amared, Ten minutes lter, Uhe
]I:JIIE qﬂwfu]d in the center, the

e WINgs ing together bke o
buotterflhy

Thirty-six planes left that day for
St. Mazare. Only four returmsed,

" Daylight b was sl & dun-
Berous experiment for the dth Alr
Force that early in the war. The Enog-
ligh said it would never work. 1L was

beginning to look like they were right gobo a4
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Snuffy was a certified war hero,
but he wasn’t always on the mark

Snulfy would have liked the obituaries,

The newspapers in Michigan and Florida
that marked his passing carried the version of
his exploits he would have approved of, His
own personal rearrangement of those terrible
minutes in a burning bomber over the En-
glish Channel on May 1, 1941.

Mavnard Harrison Smith, 72, Medal of
Honor recipient, “Snuffv"” to his friends in
the Army Air Foree and “Hokey" to those
who remember him as a troublesome kid in
Caro, Mich., died last May 11 in the Bay
Pines WA Hospital near St. Petersburg, Fla;

And Snuffy elevated his ultimate partici-
pation in this bit of military history by claim-
ing that after he put the fire out he rushed to
the cockpit, pulled the wounded pilot and co-
pilot from their seats, gave them first aid, and
then — glthough he had never flown before
— {lew the crippled bomber back to England
and landed it safely,

But it was, after all, 8 harmless kind of
dissembling. The kind of permizsible expp-
geration we allow our heroes, and Snuffy
Smith was a hero,

We extend this kind of indulgence to the

His heroism follow-
ing a raid on 5t Ma-
zaire,  France, saved
the lives of his fellow §
crew members, and G
Secretary of War Hen- |
ry L. Stimeon flew to B2
England to hang the &
medal around Soulfy’s |8
neck.

Back in Caro, folks
downplayed what they
called his “Peck's Bad
Boy™ reputation  and
welcomed him  home
with a giant celebra-
Lo,

There were  some
speeches from a bunt-
ing-draped podium on
the porch of the Hotel
Montague, Then a pa-
rade down 5. State Street, with Snuffy riding
in an open car with hig mother and Gov,
Harry F. Kelly.

He left Caro after the festivities, and il he
ever went hack, no one really remembers,
There waz not, Souffy would say in later
vears, an abundance of love lost between him
and his hometown,

And in the vears after the war, about the
only thing that improved steadilv in May-
nard Smith’s troubled life was his version of
what happened that angry dav in 1543,

He had, indeed, staved with the burning
B-17 while three of his crew members bailed
oul. He fought and extinguished the fire
himself, jettisoned ammunition cages, Lend-
e a wounded crew member and drove off
attacking German planes with machine-gun
fire, and the pilot was able to fly the plane
safely home.

That was enough, a grateful nation decid-
ed, to confer our highest award for valor on
the little guy from the Thumb,

But little by little, Snuffy upgraded the
extent of the heroics. He embroidered the
story a hit, embellished a point here and
there, improving it until he had worked it into
a version he found acceptahble;

The 98-pound ammunition cases became
250-pound cases, The 20 German [ighters
that had sttacked the bombers prew fo 400,

A hero's walcnmu homa: Sgt. Snuffy
Smith, accompanied by his mother and
Gav, Harr'.- F I'I'.Hllar. tips his cap to Caro.

people who fight our
wars, Maybe because
we're relieved that
they are the ones who
faced the danger and
not us. Perhaps he-
CELERE WE INE mMOeVEr SUre
enough of ourselves to
predict with any hop-
esty how we would re-
act in a personal con-
frontation with death,

But also because
the world loves a hero,
and we have attached
certain rights and priv-
| ileges to that high sta-
tion. Among them, the
ri.ght L tell their sio-
riea to those who will
appreciate the guality
of their herosm and
accept it as it is offered. Hevisions and all.

S0 we sit over beer in smoky American
Legion halls or at veterans reunions or walk
with them on the peaceful beaches of Nor-
mandy and listen to their memories and
think no less of them if the stories improve
with ench telling. '

Snuffy Smith was no different from the
hundreds of thousands who came out of that
war with their own pérsonal versions of what
it was like,

And though they gave him a medal for his
efforts, Snuffy never traded on that. Being
able to tell the atory was always enough.

Un May 13, they had s service for May-
nard Smithin the main chapetof the David C.
(iroas Funeral Home in S6. Petershurg. Thera
wias an honor gaard from MacDill Air Force
Base and about 100 people showed up.

Twii days later, Snuffy was buried in
Arlington Mational Cemetery. In Section 66,
Grave No. T3Th, with “modified honors”™ —
bady bearers, firing party, horse-drawn cais-
o0, Hites commensurate with his status o3
an American hero.

Back in Caro, the Tuscola County Adver-
tiser carried Snuffy's obit on Page 16, just
above the recipe for Easy Penuche Frosting.

But the version was pure Snuffy, down to
the Lust detail. He would have appreciated
the irony of it all.
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-ohituaries
: Maynard Harrison Smith
- Sr., Medal of Honor

: recipient for bravery

‘By DOROTHY EVANS
"t Paberabung Tesas SraH Wrirsr

E

¢ Maynard Harrison Smith Sr., recipiant of the Medal of
‘Honor, the highest military award for bravery that can be
{given to any U5, citizen, died Friday (May 11, 1984) at Buy
Pines VA Hospital. He was 72. .

= In his first combat mission in World War II, Mr. Smith
“was manning the ball turret, twa 50-caliber machine guns
fthat protruded from a glass bubble on the bottom of the
*B-17 fuselage. The crew was on its way to bamb the German
‘eubmarine pens in St Nuzare, France when 200 Focke-
“Wolle 150 fighters coma at them From the front, 200 maes
ffrom the rear, The plane wns hit.

v AN UNEXPLODED 88-caliber AA shell ripped into
sthe fuselage. The radio operator was so frightoned he
Yumped out of the plane without a parachute. The shell

*g gt

“—rruptured a 400-gallon tank, spifling fuel into the fusel

»and igniting Joose wirea. After Mr. Smith [reed hil_:m[f?ﬁ:
*unhooked the waist gunner and literally kicked him out of
fthe plane.

+  With the fire raging even stronger, Mr. Smith grabhed
Zthe fire extlnguishers and put out most of the fames and
#poured water from the watar bottles on the rest.

& The plane bad straggled out of formation, and German
ifighters attacked them. Mr, Smith shot at the fighters irom
“the waist guna. He then gave first aid to wounded crewmen
vand made repairs to the plane. b, Smith, who at the time
awelghed 135 pounds, tossed four 250-pound ammo cases
“averboard to lightean the plase.

‘v Henoticed the plane was cscillating. He went forward
vand discovered that both the pilot and copilot were
Swounded, The pilot waas in shock, pushing pod pulliog the
*gontrol colummn, like a child playing with no ascplune. M.
s Smith pulled the pilet from his seat wnd administered first

« mid to him and the copilut. He than Qew the plase back to
* England. He had had no previous training in flying a plane

zhut had watched snough to kaow the fundamentala.

Maynard Harrison
Smith 5r. was a World
War Il hera. y

TEN MINUTES after be landed, the plans col-

Ia i

John Edward Mofield, national headquarters ndmin-
strotor of the Medol of Honor Society, said, “One of
America's heroes has died. [t is wr!l.h}' of mention and hos
historieal significancs, Witk Mr. Smith's death there re=
main only 265 living reciplents of the Medal of Honor and
only nine from World War IT Areny Air Corpa.”

Mir. Smith went to work for the Treasury Department,
but in 1970 he went to New York City with $1,300 and
founded the Police Offfcers Journal, an independent
newspaper devoted to police and community affaira. As a
iglblqns' t, bhe encouraged the passage of the New York state

tery.

Barn in Caro, Mich., he came hero in 1977 from Flush.
ing, M.¥. after he retired. He lived at 3701 Park St, 3.

He was o life member of YFW ond member of the
American Legion Post 104, Pinellus Park, and Air Foree
Bergrants Assacintion,

Survivors include his wife Mary 1. Rayner, Honolula,
Hawaii; two sons, Maynerd H. Smith Jr., and Lawrence W,
Smith, both of 5t. Petersburg; a daughter Christine Pin-
cince, Honolulu, and three grandchildren,

Friends may call 6 to 8 pom. Sunday ot David C. Grosa
Central Avenue Chapel, 6366 Centeal Ave,, whers VFW
Holidey Isles Poat 4256, Madeira Beach, is conducting
sarvices at 7 pom. A special honor guard from Maclill Ale
Force Base was instructed by the Pentagon to participate
in services at the funeral home. Further services and burin
will be held at 11 am. Tuesdoy ot Ardington Mationol
Cemetery, Arlington, Ve, with full military honors. -

J'I—
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by SMSqgt.

W May 4, 1943, Grand Admiral Karl Doenite, one-

time cammander of the Moz U-boat (leet, summed
up the Allicd bombing elTects on German subnarine
production bricly snd forcibly in o mecting of the
Germon Central Planming Cilice. He moted, ~The
Anglo-Suxons" attempt 1w sirike down the submarine
war was undertaken with all the means. avaluble 10
them, You knew that the towns of Sant-Mazire and
Lorient (both on the northwest cosst of occupicd
France) hove been rubbed owt a5 main submarine
bascs. Mo dog or cat is et i these lowns,  Mothing
but the subuierine shelters remsin.”™

Lute in September, 14942, Bth Air Force headguarters
had been ordered 1o concentrate on the destruction of
Li-boit production.  Doemte’s stlement imdicates this
concentrafion was paying dividends,

Only six weeks cordicr, the concentrated elfon had
resulted in the posthumous award of the Nations | 1th
Meditl of Honor to an Air Force member, Lt luck
Mathis, while leading o caid on Vepesack, Germany,
another of the Axis” stegeehing L-bost vands, O by
I, 1543, the mission leacling oo ghe |20 saeehosvaard wis
fown. The recipient of this Medal was the frst en-
listed man in USAF history to be so decorated—Set;
Maynord Harrison Smith of Ciro, Micl,

The citation which sceompanied Sergeant Smith's
awiatrd, while bricf, graphically ilusiviaes the mmmensily
of his accomplishment,

For comspicoons gallantry wmd  intrepidity in action
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HINGIES
off IETI A TDIFKSS

Raids against Germany's submarine strenpth
were beginuing to bave a telling effect by
spring, 1943, thanks to the determined
effarts of the 8ith Air Foree.

Hol Bamford

above med hevond the call of dwy.  The wiveralt of
wiltell Serpeand Sonbl was @ poereer wels seelvfecbed for
Dpberere ey geepf-afrerafn fiee o dereronined figloer
airplene abtocks wade retnraing from o mission over
enemy-oecnpied continenial Korope on 0 Moy 1942,
Tlre wfepdavee was Tl severad gimes e aonti=oircraft five
antel carrient shells of e figler aeplenes, o of e
crew were serisly wenmeled, the wirerafi’s  oxveen
syxterm was sl oeed, o severgl vital costral cablox
servereel wlen i Jiren owere spngied siniolfaenogsly
i Hre radioe coimprriinens gl wedsr sectiors, e gir-
atiorr Mecmmie so aonde o theee of the orew ailed
CEEE FRIEEE e SRR seefetwe ool M agnn, Sergeant
Eaddhy, ther gm his fiest conelag aicsion, elecied o ol
the e by Bieexelf, addmiinisiered first aid ne the roil
givrnider, wrrartnieel Hre warse proes, ened fonehe She neenae
flernies alvermately, The esvaping oxveen fooecd the
fee e gweelt fdense e dien ol geeagienitions et
refdlion conwporimend b qooeaplocde, e raddio, e
meennds, el coriern were efied aned the covepreetineie
cornflededy geetreed,  Serpewnt Seiohe divew e explocing
arnreenie owerboard, foughie dhe fiee wand oll e fire-
figliviery enfely were exhamsted, marmed the workably
s il dlee erieiiy Balifiry were olifven dwly, frilier
erdiesirnintered first afd fo s saneegfeed connrae, wnd e
Bv swraprpiiieg Bieiself i prevtecting cloth, covnplerely ex-
digeeidved pe fiee by dwend, Ty soliliee's sallanrey in
petiean, endeented bravery, o levatey 1o Wy adreral
enveed felleow erew senelers, wirtioent reverd foe s o
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Secretary of War

Henry L. Stimson presents
Nation's bighest award

to $Sgt. Maynard Smith,

personal safety, is an inspiration to the armed forces
of the United States.

A maintcnance description of the wounded Boeing
B-17F Flying Fortress after its return gives ample in-
dication of the extent of the damage. The radio com-
partment and tail-wheel section were gutted; control
cables and oxygen system shot out; onc propeller hit;
number four nacelle shot off; interphone and ball-turret
controls out of action; top-turret gun out; tail-wheel
gear damaged; flaps ruptured by cannon shell; radio
system completely destroyed; gas tank in left wing
burncd out; nosc shattered by flak; nince holes from 20
mm. cannon shells in waist seetion; and the entire ship
riddled by .30 calibre bullets,

Probably no one in the history of aerial combat has
ever flown quite so spectacular a first mission as Smith’s.
He was onc of hundreds of replacements which had be-
gun to filter in to the ranks of veteran combat organiza-
tions during mid-1943. In fact, he was the lone “rookic™
among an otherwise veteran crew on this Saint-Nazaire
mission.

Its veteran pilot, Lt. Lewis Johnson, filed an affidavit
after the mission citing Smiths contribution to the
safety of the crew members who remained with the
planc, and concluded with . . . acts which, by the will
of God only, did not cost him his life. perfoimed in
complete sclf-sacrifice and with the utmost cflicieney,
were solely responsible for the sade return of the air-
plane, the life of the tail gunner, and lives of cveryone

July 1959

else aboard.”
So devastating was the damage to the Fortress and

- so trying the mission that the flight surgeon grounded

all survivors until he could determine the extent of
personal fatigue suffered by each man.  All the veteran
members of the crew, which included cveryone but

Smith, were finally returned to the United States to fill

instructor positions in the training of additional com-
bat replacements.  Smith was requested by another
crew and, as this group had earncd a 10-day vacation,
he was allowed to accompany them to the rest area.

In reality, Sergeant Smith was a rarity among crew-
men.  Far above the average age of combat fliers, he
had already passed his 32d birthday. In his hometown
of Caro, Mich., the 130-pound terror of the skies had
been an accountant, a far-cry from aerial gunnery, and
little in his background would suggest combat success
on a sciale which would gain him this Nation’s highest
honor.

Within weeks he was back in the air to finish out his
required tour. Early in July, the 1st Bombardment
Wing commander received word that the recommenda-
tion for the Medal of Honor had been approved. The
following day, Sceretary of War Henry L. Stimson, on
a tour of American bases in England, was scheduled to
inspect the organization. He was contacted immediately
and asked if he would present the Medal to Sergeant
Smith. Without hesitation, Secretary Stimson indicated
he would be more than honored.

PROPERTY OF 39

= AT IMIAOTYY ASTITOITITY YR &

v
$

i
i




A A DIN Ly, Iorlress Gunner Comes Ul IS I
. Given llighest | T Receive Highest U.S. Award
U.S. Decoration| SR

By Anddrew & Rooney |
n Siare amild Sufpes Saail Wiliee
A ULE BOMAEKR SEATION, g
lard, July [3—=Tley 100k Mayaarl Smith |

i

" Stimson  Gives Gunner

£ -~ olf KPP snad gnve im ihe Congresssonal

e . Congressional Medal | | Medal m‘lﬂﬁﬁr today, :
syl y ey L Sadwson, LS, Secrelary of
. *tﬁh?f{ 2 ol e f .H onor ; ﬁ" War, Lijlrun:d Amserins hkghiest :|3.Jnl =
Ly S , e ; - amound  the linke Eiphih Ak Fooce 7

T i {Continued from poge 1) -p-! gunper's neck while Li. Gen, Jocob L. s=—
chinrscier,™ they say, and that's all they're | | Dievers, ETO chicl, Maj, Gen. I O
sqre phoul him, ' B Eaker, Eighth Air Foace commamler, and

Hewernl weoks apo he come in after o f
pass a litthe late ; and 2 week Eaver be did |
. il again, He was put on KI' a5 & mild
form of ponishment, and for the last) © B
week he's boen peeling potatoes in be- | |
pween raids
Afier the ceremmny somepne  asked

a aTlrn:l of brigadicr generals sioed m e |
background.,  &/S5pr. Maypard  Sneih
rdes a saluie from oll of dsem noew. The i
recipaent of the Congressionnl Medal of
Honor iz entitbed to 2 =lule from a Toar-
ginr general. |
The dour litte ball turrel panner, wha

e T RS

TR T o o e T
. T e didn't lhave any speci : = | mar B .  HELS
f_.:‘;._"l":yr' = haver't got a pass for tonipht, but 1 think i whlcﬂ hod come 1o homor hin for his |,
= g [ can arrange for one,™ e g, i Pour=amd-a-hall hatile with Aames and Lin
encoy  fighters over Framce aml the

The general opinion of the ranking
nilicess that were these 10 congralulabe
liim was thai be probably could arkngs
For e,

Combat crews bere are hardened 1o
heraism, but #he stery of “Saulfy Smilh
on lis first rakl May 1 over Flak City
{50, Maznire) is stil talked over in. Bissen
fvits 0§ pight, They talk alsout *Sauly,
fmisell, oo, e is & choracier—ool the
i ) typical American hero Tolks picluee,

Chanel was just &0 misch brass. i

Smith, whp usually answers o
“Bnully,”™ had been aon K not so long
hefore, pecling spusds.  He was ofl KP (or
the ceremnny, 5o there wasn'L misch 1hal
could really imllu:' hiirn..

He steod guietly at  attention  while
Secretary Stbmson read the cilation for
the second Congresséonal Medal of Hoapr |
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I/Li. Lewis P. Johnson, who had been an |3 Snefly** Smith, the day before decora- e

- Tha men on the station don’i know
helnee: 1fn day, undressed o harrel of speds in : T p —
: r}:;?rii 5||1;IIL-|E tells the story of the s messhnll,  Yesterday, Smith pet ibe E.h"ﬂ”'r .:?.3 “tlliﬁ haven'y 0 'I?' up )
irip that won him the Congressional ||| Cenpressiomal Aedal of Honor from their minds about him yet, “He's a,

—r——

Sedn] Lhis way: Seeretary of War Honry L. Stimson. (Cantinned on poge 4)

£ Fi's Followed —
“We had left 51, Mazoire and headed E e
ot b sen with some FWe tailing s, ol
was walching the irecers from a Jersy
fighter comse pudling by oor tad when, ; : 4
= suddenly, thore was & ferrific explosion. || SR R . . il - =z et I
- “’hpu-.rl.lpl Just |ike that, Baoy, it wa3 e e TR - L | s
n 1 i : : : i
wrln:l'ly imerphane and the clectrical con-
trals bt my furret went oul, 26 1 hond-
cranked mysell up and crawbed ol of the
sarret Inte the ship. The fest thing 1 saw
. was 3 sheel of Name coming oul of the i & :
ralip room and secther fire by the toil Y } ; H ; s Y 1 -
“ﬁhﬁﬁ'ﬁ’f tl dio aperaior, came i = ; el 1& :
L o bl madio % = hl PSR : TR . i
slageering ool of the Maness. He | i 4 : - 3 i
* made a bee Tme for the gen haich aml
dived out. | glanced out and watched
A him hit the horizontal stabilizer, bounce
off and open his chute,  The poor :_IAE
didn'l even have a **Mae West™ 1 thm
it was burned off. By this fime the | :
right waist gunner hod boled out- over
his  pun aml  the lelt waist guiner
was r¥ing 10 jump but was sk ;
balf in and half out of his gon barch, 1 i
tilled llw hack inta the shep and asked [
im if the heat was tsp mech for hing, !. e . —— —
All he did was 1o siore at me 1||II|.J_ : e '
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wEt hew o e ey ik A0 Chite ogrtied
okay, . .
- » Fire In Radlo Reom i
*“The amoke and gad were renlly thick,
71, 1 wrapped n sweater nround my faco so
: 1 could hreathe, grabbed a firo oxtin..
< guisher nnd attacked the fire in the radio
room. Glancing over my shoulder at the
tail fire, 1 thought 1 saw something
- ~.] = coming, and ran back. 1t was Gibson,
.+ -.-}.e. the tail gunner, painfully crawling back,
. “.wounded, He had blood all over him.
. 7+ ] ooking him over, 1 saw that he had
;4" o been hit in the back and that it had pro-
.07 bably gone through his left lung. 1 laid

24 - »'him down on his .Jeft side so that the y “ .A A
wound would not drain into the right [=—=—= - - e -
.. lung, gave him a shot of morphine and } so I could move easier. I'm glad 1| tossed a load of stull out the window,

: ‘made him as comforlable - as. possible | didn't take it off sooner, because Jater 1 again and then .

MLk J 1 went back to fire lightin
~.before going bnck to the fires. found that it had stopped a .30 caliber | hit the floor to lay fow ﬁar a few seconds,
“I had just got started on this when | bullet, ' : to gasp for breath. :

" “I' fired another burst with the waist
guns, and went back to the radio room
with the last of the extinguisher fluid.
When that ran out I found a water-bottle
and a urine can and poured those out,
“After that I svas so mad I urinated on

that FW came in again. 1 jumped for:
one of the waist guns and fired at him.
..’ As he swept under us, 1 turned to the
* % other waist gun and let him have it from
. the other side. - He left us for a while,
50 il went back to.the radio room fire

.~ again. ‘

At first they could sce the tail dragging
as the pilot of the stricken Fort fought
for control of the ship., Smith heaved
enough equipment over, including guns, |
ammunition and safety devices, so that’
the ship flew on.

poe =

e e

TR | gof' into the room this

em. Gas from a

time and

.+~ . ""began throwing out burning debris. The
-+ .. fire had burned holes so large in the side
. of the ship that I just tossed the stuff out
burning ex-
© " 'tinguisher was choking me, so 1 went
« . back to the tail fire. I took off my chute

Operated by Radio Section

8.48~-Fred Waring—Salutie to

I B ollege. -
i1 -8.30--Tommy  Trinder — BBC
**Tommy Get Your Gun.”

v
PR,

- .| American Forces Network

" 9.00-News (BBC). -

,_Special

elody. . | o
* 8.00—Ncws From Home—Presented by your |3
Siuars and Stripes_radio reporiers. g

Qamoum
.presents

-~

the fire and finally beat on it with my
hands and feet until my clothes began to
smolder. That FW came around again
and I let him have it. That time he left
us for good. The fire was under control,
;no‘lie or less; and we were in sight of
and. '

“Lt. Johnson brought the ship in okay,
and by the time we stopped rolling I had
the fires com lcteB' out. - It was really a
miracle the ship di i
the air.”

dn’t break in two in:

Only the heavy skeleton held the plane
tgtfether s the firc bumned through ghe
sides. Fire reached the ammunition boxes

and .50 caliber shells began popping be-|:

fore Smith could
them overboard.
The wounded tail-gunner was in agon
and besides giving him first aid, Smit
had to lic to him to keep his courage up.
Every few minutes he would lean over
him and shout *“Yeah, we're in sight of
England now, we’ll only be a few minutes

Fcp o
[, -

get to them to throvm'—i—' -

Service Section, SOS, 1 " || Many of the details were filled in by | longer.” 1t was three quarters of an
1,402 ke.”~ On Your Dial ~-1,420 kc. || the men flying in the Forls on the wings hour from the first time he said that be- |F
2012 m. - 2139 m. || of Lt. Johnson's ship. The ship flown fore they saw the English coast.
“IET (AN times listed are PM) * s <. bbzc (n:aﬂil kl}jny&:sml nf;?s'iki ;vl:ge hzi ‘s';nﬁ From the other side of the radio room, | ;7. r
S 25T Friday, July 16 ',r;:“‘! “a which the St'OI'Y took place. i/sgl.RWi:cliall;l Ww. F:hl‘cnh:ld, of Mc. r‘.',. o
- | $545—Sian On—Program Resumé.. : The men in Capt. Check’s ship could ee's oc ,» Pa., was doing heroic work, 1
| - dsaeraldo, and his Orchesra. . || o the stubby little ball turret gunner but he didn't have the wounded men and
M 6.15=Peronal  Album—Bea  Wayne sings || working feverishly, head bobbing as he | the fire was blowing away from him.: |
your_favorite songs.
6.30—lIvy Benson’ and her all-gicl Orchestra
1.00—&00:1:’ news—Presented by the Stars
e B and Str radio reporters. :
e ), 705—=Kate Smith Program.
’ "7.30—Tommy Dorscy Program—-Dorsey's
vt + Ofchestra plays *Dinah.” *Ten for
.| Dt Two™ and YA Pretty Girl fa Like a
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AT +9.10—Musical Mi Salon_Orch
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R ‘ § -} Mary Livinasion and Doh . e e otans o - . . .. LU
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Prosd i sgifiial wisilisiesly is

gl Suitwg |

| manl kAd svery olher egescy 15 Waak-

lar's meocm plion, m traltor to the e

Intareeln af hls country.

Wo would pot ke back s syllahle,
HMow the day haw éomp when the critns
can ba atonad for, tha harm undooe,
Italy brought back Ints the family of |
civillzed natlons, where ghe Belongs.
There can be ne American, po Brilen,
ra Frenchman, whe would not thank
Crad with wli Bls beart if thin were the
next furm of svents—and not only be-
cause Una lives of United MNabions sol- |
dlers wonild thig be ssved, Wa want to |
mve ftaly—ihe trus Italy of st and
mag, of gesd-will, of cobarful |mdi-
vidasliem, @f laughter and falth, of
guihis and hard work, Lhe aly that so
masy of us bave loved, To what the
Prasidant srd Prime Minlster have said
millioan ang milllons of Us ery mmes,

NE. WALLACE AND ME, JORES |

Tha Pragident hae put pn end to the
Wallscs-Jonm cobtroversy wilh setion
s charp and s dresiic that we mhail
| probably hear much leas of such offi-
clal feuds fh foture, Mr, Wallscs's
whinls Eoard of Emeomis Werfars |a
abnzptly “terminated™ and ha s re-
lbeved of all responaibilitss concernlng
the matlers which |1 handled, Thig Jda
& dirset public rebulkie from a Prestdent
io & Vice President perhapa unparal-
leled In oir whale expericnes om B
natiom, Mr. Joges [n likewiss stripped
of &ll adthority In the field |n which
he compebed witn Mr. Wallace. Doth
niax mre censured for carrying an
| "serimosdows”  debate boo Lhe. pablic.
And the beads of every olher depari-

ington mre wammned that If they go lo
the press wilh anotker cobiroversy of
this kind the Presidesi will expect them
tn send fo him sleEuitensialy & loties
of reaipnaliof,

This ia drastic sctioe, indeed, It waa
needed, ohce the palnt of an apei brepk
beiwe=n Mr. Wallace and Mr, Jupea
had been reached; for tha Fresident
mmply could pet afford to telerais In
warlime & sfiuation isi which jls' Ad-
nuniatratiod atood befare Lhe ecoaniry
{amd our 6llien) so desply and so dos-
aairoualy divided

But pislnly more i needed too, 1f
ks Preaidant slops here, || ssema prob-
alile fhet he will merely drive officlal
paniroversles undergroand and out of
pablic alght. That in something gaimed,
niy doubl Bt IL ls not enough. The
mare important thing is to remove the
ci'used of aeh coniroversies—contno-
versies which ara deeply lnjuricus Lo

his talents as fireman. When he had |
nuesd up the contenta ef tha fire ex-
tinguishers and water boltles o fought
the flames with hip bare Bards. Thres

af the crew, believing that the Foriopda
Wit # & dend disck; had bailed oul. Saully
and pix more pol home tn eafely, For

him ewplodt |m 8. Nazsire Heuffy gol

the Congressional Medal of Honor af

tha habda of Secretary Stimacn, Bince

ihat frashoian mid of his hs has bees

om thres othérs aRd has shol down &

Focke-Wholf,

He Is & man his mother, his State |
arnd hin couantry can't be Loo prosd of
Bome of ws will like him il the more
becuuse he lan't too good for Buman
nature’s daily food. To the ceremomy of
his glory e wes summened from w
besutifclly eontrasting scens, For =
‘weslk ho Bed been K. P, skinalng spaids.
Hal for mey parious infraction wan this }
domestic and cubliary task {mposed on
him, Elther his seree of Lims in Dods:
quala or he sppreciates, perhaps Loo
thoroughly, the charm of BEesaking
regulations and sireiching leaver Aa s
fighter he in & stayer. When hs gria s
paas mnd m night aoff, Ba s an over-
slayer. On Thursday be didn't have &
pas, bul thought that ke =tould ar- |
range for one'' Gen. Jacoh Devers
Gien, Isa Esker and other grandess whao
were Lhere Lo congratulinte kim thought
n pass could be arranged, D ke over-
#lay? Well pesbing potatoss, If l=m
exelting than sn air raid, 1o ne peins
forhe of dure.

———— {

THE MYTE OF INVINCIBILITY |

For moee Lhen (we years of tha
wir, Germany wielded & peychalogical
weapon of tremendoos pewer. IE wes
the mylh that her armies wers invig-
cible, Her mwift and Rerribie cangumal
of Poland, Norway, Hollind, Belgiim
and France almoat convinped the West-
era World that the myth was trus, It
Browght Ilaly emd hee Balkan sliles to
har alde. But the legend wan shattersd
forever on the Hussinn sieppes. It hay
been Jeft to s o smnsh the gnme myin
that Jepen sought to build up In the
Orlent,

To the peoples of Asls Japan's ragid
palrorg of a vast new empire ssemed

much mare significant than the war In
Europs. Japaness victory piled on viss
tory thredigh six  disselroiss monihs |
convinesd mullitudes secusiomed I!DI
mabmissios that & mew Master Face had

risen in Lhe Easl. For the firal tme in|
mny lving memory it wee ma oriental |
maaler, Thia, of course, Wil exactly

ke war affort, ‘Thia ean anly be done

tha Llusls

atnke
Insted

A magic
inkd & O
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A= CRRGT. M. H. SHITH | ERSTWHILE K. P. RECEIVES NATION'S TOP MILITARY AWARD 8 AR
A TRYI

/4| GETS HIGH HONOR, S i R

5 3

Stimsan  Pins Congressional| i ? i Caly On
Medal on Flier &t o -. ' i Patrol
Base in England ' Wea

SAVED A FLYING FORTRESS ¥ L BRITONS

E-Foot-&  Amarican, Called " -l ; : Radiamu
Snuffy, Cooly and Single- s e . : 1| Tells o
handed Fought Blazes 1 - : - . Night

By JAMES MasDONALD ' . WARH]
By Cebis Bz Tt Fi¥ T Toae - ; E",Iﬁ‘t- “
e LOKNDON, July 18—Démisutive, N

BIVET fire sating Hlaff Sergeant Mayn- oo e

dow"' 7 |ard H. S8mith of Caro, Mich., who Narth A
gypap.{itd been pealing polatoes for m | attampt to
"y | Wweel beceuss of dlfficulties hp has RAT crmaly

archi-|had with his superiar offictea In & - fay.

&5 for|Uitls maiter of returning late to ‘Thie fmen

hia bomber atatllcn whenmner he got : afloat in
& pass, eame off K. P today In = later by &
gdern|osder to accept the highest mil- I the Rritlsh

tary decorntion within the gift of| & * Tha ate

the United Slates—iha Coagres- rescus of
vional Medal of Honar, A s raft 1

And now the very officers who in datsll],

girg foorEned hlm to K. P, as well as Thaa e
PR ver ranks from general down- Naval Alr 8
rodoen | ward will have to sabuls this dour, o lEantin rece

855 pollittls bali-toreet gunner, wbo is 8 Ing:

e i ity amone| . . 5t Maynard (Sauffy) Smith of Cara, Mich., geiting the Congreasions] Medal of Honor from Secretary| SiEhtsd

the nickname of “Sauffy” RMONE|.rywer Heney L. Stimson yesterduy at a U, 5, bomsber atatio Land. o ek
n mmewhers In En u
hig friends in the Eighth Uslted ‘ ml o i Wo are gu

ftates Army Alr Force. Snutfy, —_—,— e e |Eng nEw
In a sho

wha is 32 years old, |8 the pedend)

a | ,
I, |an e tie Euopean Thaatre of|were solely raponibe for the sae| QUARDS OF FOE SUSPENDED|  NICARAGUA CELEBRATES wi sation |

- baard.*
:juaﬁ:lu and the firak o Hve ta gr -nr;'::::' -”mlld‘:ﬂ:nﬂlgf Aczused of Smuggling Letters| Bastilis Day Caramoniss Held in ﬂ::;."*:
ET | e fecscation was gonferred on mmmmmm r;m.: . for Bishep, Intarned as Alien Coffen-Growing Region oo
F hirs by Bscretary of W Enary EF  CMOWENER W relurn : B O ithe s
Stimeon tedsy BT & coremony at-|mpfely that day |ncluded Secomd| Seversl lt'l-ll;d;ur;phmh the u.i:'i'f&ﬂﬁa’.’!'““; ¥ o st
bended by Lisut Gem Jaseb L.|Lleat. Robert McCallum of Omaha, |Deparimant o £a nt the alien v (VIGRIREUA, July 20fy . et
13617 | Devers, commander of the Ameri-|Nab., co-pllot; First Lleat Stanbey enemy reservation on Ellly Txland|—228tila Day, which ia also a na- o oS
fain |can forces in the Eur;ﬂlm thea- N, Klmscberth of Phoenix, Ariz.ihave besn sampended from duty|tional boliday bers, was celebratod|Many  cnly
ftiesd &t | fre; Maf. Gen. Ira er, com- hombardler; Bergh WIS W.ldiring tnvestigation of charges|¥estenday In the coffes-growing re- | plans and th
{mander of the Eighth Alie! Fores, | Fahrenheld of Meleen Rocks, Pa that they smuggled bettern out of|glon. The dny waa practically ob-|&viation o
and oiser gamernl afficsrs.  Mrisp turrel gumner, and Sargt. Roy|pe, place for Wiliam = Gerald|seeved ns United Mati "D | b, Pesma,
Aiinison read Lthe citation ae Bnuf=|Gibsan, tall guaner, whoe has sbnce Edehnp, it wen disclesed yesterday, nran. g “":h' ]mh.'nl l-.lnl Paliitiar
iy, trying io dispel his ususlly | recovered from wounds. The sxiatescs of the Inquley was b b Bl ehildren} sighied
gl=m expression with ane of plens-| Hines hin frat rald  Bargesdl)epnficsnsd by an official of the By.|"PEECTER, & band concart aod nh_h westhsp
anl alernness, sicod in fromt of ®|Bmith has been on thres sdditlonsl| peay of Immigration and Matweall- | fTeworhs disploy, Deuglnn 3.
Hitarx and Siripes color patiy lan- mllmanl and shat down ona Focke- | patien af Philadelphta, but na fur.| A reception for diplomats and!3. 0 rdecld
der n batile-scarred Flying Fort- Wolf enemy fighter. thr comment could be obtsingd, Cravernment  officiala  was neld nuitieg his
rias nt a United Stales bomberl, In. ctvillan Mlfe be sald be Wil pending completion of the case, | LEited States Ambasssdar James FeRcTin Tl
|mintion Hmhlﬁ'rl-!ﬂ1#1 E‘lﬂftllu employed &8 &0 Income lax Held| ' Bishop was among the seventaan|B- Stewnrt  declared thet “lhinlin the 53
The eltation to ] Iﬂ-l apent for the Treasary Department | mam tried in Breahklyn in 1840 for time next yesr thers will not be hosked & w
plery of the firet rald Bnuffy ever|ar Detrolt pnd later as ssalstast alisged plans 1o overthrow the|On® Nazl scldier i France, except|bie boat in
wed i, It wes the atery of BAfrecelver for the Michigan Btaks|eovernment  Ths charges were|Md Prisomer” lFL"“-L;'l ha
Elghth Alr Farce rald on the "flak|ganking Commisdan, dropped aftar the jury diesgreed, — -
clty” of Bt. Nazalra, France, whan T but then Blahop waa plcked up an

Fiyiag Fostress 648 heiped bomb| RITES FOR GEN. SIKORSKI immigration charges. Now ke
Magl U-bont pens. The plane R malng In nut.udl;': mnrlzﬂ : /—\

eanpht Fipe Churehil ong 3.000 at amy. the -
Berpeant Boulh foight the blasa| e A0S the|emy, the government eantending




garn

.-

B b b . T
|l puky, came aff' K, P foday in
asder toomceepl the highest mili-

the Urnited Biates—ithe Congres-
slone] Medal of Homoe,
And now the very officera wiin

mairg|COnREned him o H. P, e well s

Aleer
5 to

Lire
-4 A8
1

AFE
il i,

jother manks from peneral down-
(ward, will have to salats this doar,
lEtle bali-lusret gunaer, who 12 5
foel € inches ftall and anawers th
the rlcknamas of “S5uffy” amen
hin friemds in the Eighth United
Bialea Army Alr Force. Enoffy.
wiss lp 32 vearn old, I8 iNe sedand
man = the Eurcpess Theatre of
Operstians o win the Congreasion-
&l Meadal and the firmt to Uve to
wenr il

The decocatlan was conferred on
him: By Bacretary of War Heary L.
|Blmeco (oday B A efumany al-
tended by Lisul. Gen, Jacoh Lo
| Devern, commarder of tha Amerl-
can Torces ls Lhe European Lhea-
el Maj Gem. Ira O, Eaker, com-
mander of the Eighth Alr Force,
mnd other general officers, Mr.
I Btlmson pead the cilatbion da Baiif-
LY, trving 1o diape]l hkln asaslkly
| plum expresaion with cns of plens-
ant atermness, slocd {n fromt of &
Stars and Siripes color party um-
der o Eattle-scarred Flying Fori-
rean ot & United States bomber
atathon pomewhietw I England,

The ¢itation tobd tha Ehrillag
story of the firet reld Snuffy ever
was In, IL was the atory of an
Elghth Alr Force rald on the “Mak
elty™ of 3t Narsire, France, when
Flying Forireas 840 halpsd Bomb
{Haxi U-boal pens. The plane
eRught Tlse.

Bergeanl Bmith feught the blake
single-bended after throwing aside
1la precious parachule. Ha asd op
all the plane'n’ fire = i
and water bottles, then bBekb Rt
the flames with hin hands, In be-
[twesn fighting the flre he gave
E!LTI'I. uld to m wounded tall-gumner,
manmed  two stations and
helped Eeat cff enemy Focke-Wulfs
{Ehat wwarmed around the erippisd
bamber, Thres of the plasie’s crew
balled out inio the ses. Sargeant
Sraith amd slx othars managed Lo
iy home.

Hin fellow fiera al Lthe bamber
(#ablon refer Lo Bauffy s m “chars
ncler,” He | n chnrsctor, sll right
:5-I'l'l'r|.-l weaks ago he returned tn
the statios & Hills lale afier gei-
|tigg & pam. A weel Inkar he &id
it omguin. As a mild form of pus-
Lahmant ke was put oo K. P, and
he haa been pecling potaioes be-
tween ralds recenily

Alfter the ceremony Beufly
Wil neked If he hed -.n; plans for
thia svering, He mid be Bad moth-
ing rpecial 0 mind, adding:

*T haveo't got a pees for lonlght
but 1 think I e&n arrange for ope™

Hil miperior efficers wiho were
[e bund fs  congratulate  Bim
{thought n pass ecald be arranged
ull right,

Wy decorsbion within the gift ofl

af Unles County mince n few daym

T.

I
I e

were aobely reaponmibie for the safe
return &f the alreraft and the Mwas
of everyooe shoard"  Lisutssant
Jobnson now |8 serving as an ine
straetor In the Undied States

Other crewmen who relimned
efely that day Included Seesmd
Lleut. Robert MeCallam af Omaka,
Neb., co-pllot; First Lieut Btanley
N, Himobarth of Phosnlx, Ariz.,
bombardier; Sergt Willam W,
l?;h:lrmz'l;d of H:Ku; Rocka, l:l:.}r

p turrel gunner, and Sargt.
Gibaan, tail gumner, who has slesa
fecovered from wolnids,

Sleca hia ik rald Sergeant
Bmifh has besn on thres additione]
mimxions snd skot dewn ana Focke-
Yrulf amemy fighter,

p Io clvilian it he sald be was
empleyed A an Inoome lmx feld
{ngunt for the Treasury Departmest

recelver far tha Michigan Etata
Hanking Cemmbanion:

RITES FOR GEN. SIKDRSKI

Churchill Among ‘3,000 at ihe
Services In Weatminster

LOMNDON, July 15 EB—Mors
than 3000 perscas, Including Prime
Micister Winsten Churehill, Pollsh
Proaldent Wisdyalaw HRackiewicz
&nd other high Allled officinls mf-
lended & sofemn requism maes for
thy Este Folsh Premler, Gen.
Wiadyataw Blkommkl, st Westmin.
nter Cathedral toduy.

Burial will take place tomarnow
nk the Pollsh Adr Force Camelery
L Wewnrk, England.

Jan Clechanoweki, Polish Ambas-
siider Lo the Tinited Statas, hesdaed
& group of distinpaished speakers
ab o memorial sérvice lasi night
far Gea, Wiadyslaw Sikcrakl, Pre-
mier of Poland and Comimander n
Chlef of the Follsh nrmed forces, at
Ohab Zndelk Synagogues, 118 Weal
Minety-fufth Strect The cersmony
wad held under the sErpices ef the
Represeniation of Polinh Jewry, the
Asspcintlon of Jevish and
ithe Inamigranis [rom Polasd,

Army Calls Jersey Prosecuiar
Epeciil 0y TEY Faw Ysis Toums.

ELIZABETH, M. J,. July 18=

John E. Barger, scting Prosscutor

after the death ksl December of

——

ihers in the Plane

|
| |

IK¥. He said in sn affidav

CHANNEL AIR DUEL |

had been called to setive Army
duty and wouwld report af Camp
A 1T, 5. BOMBER STATION IN|Custer, Mich, on Jaly 34 Mr
ENGLAND, Joly 18 (49—The pilot;Barger, who |n 3% years oid, s »
of the Bombar 40 was First Lisut, [caplain [n the Army speclalist re-
[P. Lewls Joheson of Crummies,|serve, Before he wos named act-
t that|lng prosecutor he was & fudge of
Hafl Bt Maymeed H. Smilh's|the Linden District Court, with &
acls, performed “in compleis salf-|term thal doss not explre until

sacrifice mnd  uimeat n!lmim June, 1844, effective  tomorrow.

today show that the United Statea
Eighth Alr Feored heavy bombers
[eft ihe importafil Cerman war

Abe J. David, anooimnced today he

Sgt. Maynard (Sanfly) Smith of Cars, Mich, getting the Congressional Medal of Honor froe Seerefary
£ (s War Henry L. Stimeon yesterday at a U, 5. bomber atation somewhere [ Englanid.

Lasaciited Prees Fidicplan, pLassd Df ssnear

GUARDS OF FOE SUSPENDED

Accused of Smuggling Letters
far Bishep, Interned as Alian

Heveral puards smployed by ihe
Diepartment of Justice at the allen
snemy resermbon on Eflls Island
have betn supended from duty
during investigalion of charges
that thay smuggled letters sut ef
the place for Willlamy Gerald
Blahep, 1t wan diselossd yeaterday.
The exstence of the Ingidry was
confirmed by an afticlal of the Ba-
roau af on mnd Naturali-
#aton st Phllndelphia, but no fur-
ther comment could be obiainsd,
pending completion of the cane

Bishop was amoag the seventsen
men tried {n Brooklyn in 1840 for

At Detroit and later s smistact|ajjeged plans to overthrow the 90€ T

government. ‘Tha
dropped. after the fury iisagresd,
but then Bithap was picked up on
immgration charges, MNew he re-
malas In custody as an allen sh-
emy, the government contending
ha was born In Austris, whila his
contention fn thek ha was barn tn
Salam, Mo Whils this dispets
in befare the eourts, Bishop eannat
x rl::nu'mi from this Federnl dis-
"

14 MORE NAYY CASUALTIES

Mew Yorker and Now Jerssy Man
Are Insloded en List

WARBHINGTON, July 15 0
The Navy anstumced today four-
feen easualties. including  elpkl
dend mnd aix missing. o pddition,
ofe mAn. praviosly (ieEad
wounded new s rep- LULE,
This brings to 27,154 the inlal
af Navy, Marios Corps mnd Coast
Guerd cesunlties roported Lo pext
of kin sines Dec 7. 1041, Tha
grand tolsl inclades B.26T7 dead,
4,784 wounded, 10344 missing and
3,868 prisoners of war,

The. caszalties anmounced today
(those lllh:lﬂm Havy and nop-
oo lEsan persannel as
otharwiss gppelfied) ;

Tikanal 1T, deaEr maiher ers W

B O'Coustl, T4 TIB Lres Tew Tarn
H.?ﬂiuuim. rgrh:. i."“'ﬁ,'j‘* iz
R Ao Eaman, g

African Link Restored
WABHINGTON, July 15 MP—
The Difice of War Informatlon (o=
night mrnounced that the United
Siates and Greal Brilaln Bave
Hited 'ths ban on commereinl com-
musicalion with French North
Africa mnd French West Africs,

Ihisd =

siaffered poaxibie hits or blast dam-

age
B

IH.I.ll.qu‘.blrIl.ln..;l.rl..u.d klargs

NICARAGUA CELEBRATES

Bastille Day Ceremanies Held in

Coffee-Growing Region

By Cabls s TaE v Tios Tomd,
MANAGQUA, Hicsragua, July 15

=PBastills Day, which is sl & na-
tional Boliday lsere, was calphrated
yeatarday |n the coffes-Erowing re-

gion. The day was practically obe
served. as United MNaticne Day,
with n parads by sckpal children,
speeches, & band ¢onceri mnd &
fireworhs diaplay.

A recoption for diplomnis aed
CGovernmant officials wes  held,
Unlted Siates Ambasador James
B Stewart decinred that “ihia
me next year there Wil 6ol be
uxl goddler in France, except
o4 prisoner.’

|later by &
tha Eritlah
‘The story
rescie of Lo
@ n raft §
in datall

Tha story
Haval Alr B
luntle  Fecel
LHE

g tad
age. Plane ¢
'"We are gof
Ing now."

In n abord
nir station
FEad gone w
the RAF (O
Anxicus hunt
Craw,

O the seve
American i
Him raft &
avintion radl
Mags, caly
plans sed the
avintiea o
Luin, Pefind,

Peilitier
wis alghtsd g
e Wedlhar g
Douglas 5 Vi
BT el ded
putling his 7
[ERSUR NaTes
Im- the aligh
hooked n wiz
big boat |ate
#plittlag her




e L R B T SRPSPY e, S S - N L P

tomorrow that the DMaliana understand
anid g6l before AL by Lo fate,

We have no joy in desth snd deatruc-
LUon. % do nod wiah to do herm to &
single ons of Mussolinl's viclims and
our own poamibles friends, Wa would
ILh# to mer every faciory, svery milway
atatlon, svery ollve grove, avery hame
in Italy |eft intact for the meeds of the
futore, We do nod wish ts whed one
unnacranary drop of [tallan Blosd, Wa
want Italy to be free. '

Fusciam, which masy Americers and
Dritoms al firet regerded with soma
folerance becauss |t ssamed to siand
for order &nd parposs, wa have lemnd
to bmba, W have wiinessed ita hidsoun
cruelly in Libyn, in Fihiopls and in jts
homeland, In s pure form it s just
B virious s naziae. But we do know,
slse, thal mo ingrown eatlonali®y and
humasitansnism in the Ialian people
have always realsted iy worst excenses.
The spiril of Garibald] sid Mazxin] has
never died. Thn fallare of fasclam,
Incompelence in the wvery art of war
which |18 lesders glorifisd, ila gross
carrupltion, of which the Sicilian cams
paign hes. prsduced  wnaniwernhle
proot, the ridlculous sed chlldiah vanity
of ita leaders, from Mussabing dows LoF
up)—Lthete may tow be o glaringly
Bvident Lhal tha I'lllF of Lhe duys ef
the  Hisorgtmesto may apals wnken
from aleep,

M. Recasveil gnd Mr, Churchill have
sppenled tooihe Taling peopls for the
hanoralde end of & dishosorable War
mads by Muzsolinl. They do nob ques-
Lz the cotrage of Ilalisn soldiers,
That cournze has been displayed, in-
deed, Under the Tost I]“h*lﬂ'!ﬁlli,[ fof-
ditsons, By men “betrayed mnd mban-
dofied by the Germans on the Fussian
froet, and 68 every battlefield o Africa
from El Alemeln to Caps Bon™—and
pow In Slelly 1teelf. IL Ia B8 Wwoader
thak large manses of Tialian troops sdr-
rendered.  The womder In that Lthey
foght so loog mnd ao well,

When  Mussslini eglered the war
Epeing & falally wounded France |n
Jurre, 100, thin mewepaper sadd

If ihers wis aver & decleton mads

by one man, and pol by & whels peo-

ple; 15 In the decleinn LhEl Aow Likes

Italy into the darkmaas of nlght snd

makes her & moral snamy of avary

dunecralle people. If thls declsion
had to be made;, If tha laliss paopls
had to be led upon this tragie conrse,

il mb leaat fortuoate, from oer

dementic painl of viww, thal tha ds-

ElElon was Eads by & diclator asd

ol by hie people.  For Lhere ara

Erfal nuambars &f  Americans of

Italinn ansealry—{ine, loyal cltisans

&l Lha nallon whith they or thelr
farebenrs ndopiad ms ihele cwn—wha
run in sl justics lay the responsibil-
1y for this eHms al ik dooe ef HIi-

tom he ls responaibie for ft. Thers will
tdatinue tn ba more such affsirs (o
Wanhington, though they mEy hence-
forth be conceated frem pablis view,
untll the President gives domastic’ nf-
fairn Lse same' perfcis atlention whick
he gpives to war strategy and untl] b
realizay that ihls eountry & mab rich
rnough o affard in wartime the 2oppy
mathods of sdministration wileh he
has so long tolerated and encounsped

EEVOLUTION IN LITTLE

The oy revelution that has taken
place in the Freach laland of Mar-
linlgus L mal Lo be eneexed af. Mar-
Unlgus, [ike the LESs chister called
Guadaloups, b8 part of the lafand chais
which protects he Carihbean, 5o loog
ms Adsilral Robert hald away thers
thess polints were ombls by our she-
mies, furiively if mob openly. Now
Hagri-Etenns Hoppencd, acling for the
Freach Commitiss of Natlosal Libera-
tion, kis abmgated Fobart's decresa
and reglered the republican form of
government, Washisgicea has mot yet
Elves the Committes Ha blessing, but
It s accepted two fecta: flrsf, Lhal AL
Hoppenod §s & vast improvement over
Admiral Robert: sscznd, that thers la
na agency except the Committes which
can mpepk Just now for Lhe Frensl
peopie.

The defails of the admiral's dowa-
frll have yab 1o ba revealed, It |3 dif-
ficult to guess what bis porpose was
In the begieni=g ha may have belleved
thnt Hitler woald win ths war and Uhat
in aAmieinralor who sfosd by Hiter's
friends in Wichy would be rewnrded.
When this bellaf faded what Kept him
falng? Was It & human relictancs to
admit himself mistaken? Wa doo't
hmow, W da kmow that the sdmiml's
positlon finally becams ridlcolons &nd
that the “revelution,” such ax it was,
follbwed. But he waa no more ridie-
uh:nl ihan some cther detatorinl pep-
sonages. Fie was merely leas perwerful
and cansequantly less deadly,

e

mmmm
At o United Htates bombing ststlen
somewhers in  Ergiand Thursday =
bamber highly worth knowing got =
well-earned hooor. He in s Mickd-

aifectinnately known da "Booffy to
kls intimste  Like Nepoleon end
Lord Roberts ha 20 plast, but of
A heal slee, comvanient for his job. He
ls Ball-turret gumner in Fiylng Fartrass
&8, May 1 he had hin firet raid The
Maxl U-boat pans in Bf Natalrs were
(e largel. Our Alr Force mlesiona-
rim ran inio flak of Use flercest, OF

Lhin SHE got an excessive dos,
Unalded Bgt. Bauffy Bmith displaysd

Enoder, Biaff Bgt. Maynapd H. Brith, (¢

e ety e Py o b bt b R ET e
the populailons of J'lpll‘ ¥ mn-:ul'l’bﬂ
sreas Thotgh Tekyo i akill far distant,
glf sirengih massea sAd Lhe Fnemy
WweRkKAna,

e ———

JULY 14. 1943
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Sheet No. 1 Far Diary,306 Bonib Gp.(ﬁ@qdn. THURLEIGH
Konth of MAY . 1943 . Prepared by__ Capt., Wiley W, Glass
DAY
EVENTS
May i@ Eignteen or our A/C led by Col. Putnam, took ori. on our seventn

13-

10

mission to Ste Nazaire, Three A/C aborted and rirteen A/C reieased
thear bombs over tne target witn poor resuLts due to heavy overcast
and ciouds. On tne return trip, our Group, tnrougn error in navag-
ation, m.stoox Brest ror Lands End and at 500! attitude, absorbed
Vioient barrage of heavy and lignt tiak, witn resurt that tnree
smps; Lt. Luby, 3b7tn, and Its, Pipp and Wagginton, 423rd, were
lost, Remaining ships, escaping from this mess, proceeded across
Channei. Lt, Jonnson, or 423rd, was attacked by severalL FWiyO's,
wnicn set rire to his piane, Three gunners baited out in tne
Channer. Due to heroic effort of Sgt. M H., Smith, tne tire was
brougnt under controir and smp ianded at S.W. England, Lt. Kiss-
eperta, who was aboard tmis ship, was wounded, Score ror tne day
was o destroyed, O probably destroyed and O damaged. ‘

Twenty-rour 4/C, ied by Lt, Coi, J.W, Witson, took orr tor
the artrame ractory at Meawite, France, Two A/C aborted, Tne re-
mainder, witn good weatner, Spav and P47 cover tnrougnout s bombed
witn excelient resuits, Score was 0-0-0,

Twenty-sax 4/C, ied by Major Raper, toox otrr and successIuLLy
bombed naval instatiations at Kiei, Germany, Iugnt opposition over
the target was probablLy due to ract tnat three otner targets were
attacked about tne same taime by U.S. Bombers, All ships returned to
base safely, Daily score was 1Li-i1-3, :

FoLiowang message received rrom Admiraity througn stn Air Force,
"Piease accept our congratutations on tne neavy and remarkabLy acc-

; urate bombing ot Kiei on iytn May,"

Twenty~rour A/C, rLed by Major Terry, toox ofr to bomb docks at
Waitneimsnaven., Heavy cirouds covered the target, forcing our Group
to drop their "eggs" on Heitigoiand and adjoining Dune Isiands s T2tn
hts registered on several good mulitary targets. Heavy opposition
was met ifrom ground and more than LU0 fignters attacked us around
the clocx witn guns, cannon and bombs, Tnree or our A/C, Lts., Clemons,
Mann and Ritiana, rrom 3b¢tn, were Lost and tall gunner, L,B, Stana-
iey, Trow Robiusou'c crew of 368th, wes killed., Our score for the
day was 14=7-1Q. ‘
Commendation from our Group Commander, CoL. C.E. Putnam, ex-
tending '"Warmest congratutations to every member ot 3Ubth Bomb Group
Tor outstanding accomplishments achieved during the tarst firteen
days ot May, During this period we have continued to deliver our
full quota of heavy blows to the enemy, both in occupied territory and
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From: Barrett Tillman <btillmané3@hotmail.com=
To: russell a.strong306@worldnet.att.net <russell.a strong30&@worldnet.att.net>

Date: Sunday, February 04, 2001 11:44 PM
Subject: Re: Snuffy Smith material

Dear Russall,

Many, many thanks for your thoughtful offer. | do remember the 306th
reunion, held in the park just across the way from the Champlin Museum.
My snail mail address is:
3536 E. Camino Circle
Mesa, AZ 85213

(unlisted) 480/832-1898

All the best,
Barrett



28 March 2001

Dear Barreti:

Sorry i haven't gottem this material on Snuffy Smith to you
garlier—hut too many distractions.

I hope vou will Find this mixture of iterest. 1 am sure you
have saen a lot—=of 4t, bot also I know that some of £t mey be
new to you, or at least have a different spin on it.

He failed to leave the 306th as 8 hero, because he constantly
impressad everyona that he wis an ass. He was one of those
CMH people they didn't want back in the States, and it was
early in 1945 before che 306th gpot rid of him, much to the
chagrin of the top 8th AF brass, who had wanted him left at
Thurleigh forever.

Good luck,



all the American cigarettes he wants. Soldiexrs in the European Theatre,
officers and men alike, are limited to seven packs a week, but Smith
seems to have no difficulty in augmenting the ration. Naturally enough,
he declines to reveal his sources, but probably the cigarettes are gifts
from otBer soldiers. This is a rare tribute, kmkxpxabakkyxxkkm since
Americansx soldiers, aware of the stranéling effect of British cigarettes
on American thorats, are rather stingy with their own. Asva civilian,
after the war, Smith will be permitted to wear, in the buttonhole of

his lapel, a Medal of Honor rosette made of blue and white ribbons.

Smith received his medal from Secretary of War Stimson, who,
during his recent tour of the Ruopean and Mediterranean Thatres, wehtn
to Smith's bombing station to make the award, accompanied by seven generxrals
maxk about twenty-faéve high Air Corps officers, a group of technicians
from two American radio networks, a band, a bushel of newspapermen, and
eighteen Flying Fortresses. During the presentation ceremony these
planes, with magnificent stage sense, flew not more than a hundred
feet over Smith's head and literally =zkmm@ shook the microphone into
which he was saying a subdued, "Thank you."

Smith is a waist gunner in a Flying Fotress, which means that
he man s one of the two machine guns which project out of the familiar
open windows on either side of the middle of the ship. This is usually
a young man's job, but Smith, who is thirty-two, and terefore almost
senile, in Air Corps terms, fills it extremely'well. He is a rather
reflective fellow, given to fairly weighty thoughts ng a variety of
things like electricity, religionm politics, endocrinology, golf,
energy in a pure state, Army life, England, swans, dogs, flowers,
Michigan in the winter, Florida in the summer, the British form of

government, and thé effect on mankind of the Flying Fotress. Since
Secretary Stimson hung the Congressional Medal around his neck, Smith

AY



HAS THOUGHT A LOT ABOUT HEROISM AND HAS COME TO THE conclusion
thatthe only thing he really knows is that it's largely a question
of adrenalin. "There was a fellow," Smith often says in response
to the endless and awkward questions people ask him about how he won
his medal, "who was an apprentice seaman in the British Navy. A kid.
He got torpedoed and his hands were horribly burned. Just the same,
he xkaugkk somehow managed to get into a lifeboat and he took his
regular plaee and rowed. In the morning, his shipmates discovered that
the flesh had been burned off his fingers and that he was literally
rowing with the bones of his hands. This was probably heroism. But
I'm not sure that a bombardier who gets a terrific stomach ache just
as he's aiming his bombs and nevertheless gets them off true isn't
a greater hero. You never know. In either case, you can be suee,
there was plenty of adrenalin being pumped into the blood stream."
About Smith's own herosim there is.no doubt; it was in the very
best tradition. On the morning of May lst this year, Smith was sent
out on his first bombing mission. He was assigned to the ball turret
of a Flying Fortress. This turret, which is a semisphere protruding
from the_bottom of the plane, was not the station which he, as a
waist gunner, had been trained. For technical reasons, the change
had been made at the last minute. "The ball turret is extremely
smallt but Smith is a small man--five feet, four inches and slender--
and he could squeeze into the turret with only slight difficulty. Smi
Smiht dislikes being in a ball trurret, and for an odd reason; he
says that the sound of the ¥lak "pattering" (the word is his) against
the transparent plastic of the turret bothers him. "There are three
distinct impressions you get from flak if you are in the bottom
turret," Smith says, "and there are only two if you are in the
waist. First you hear a tremendous whoosh, then the bits of shrapnel

patter against the sides of the tmrret, then you see the smoke. The



one you don't get in the waist is the pattering sound."”

The target on the May lst mission was St. Nazaire, the U-boat
base on the coast of France and one of the most heavily defended
towns in Europe. The Forts freached their objective uneventfully and
did their bombing successfully, then turned back toward England.
Some Focke-Wulfs trained the American fprmation on its way home.
"We wexe over the English Channel aﬂd I was watching some tracers
from a German fightexr come puffgyng by our tail," says Smith, "When
suddenly there was a terrific explosion. That was the whoosh. My
interphone and the electrical controls of the turret went dead.

I cara¥wled out of the



can formation on its way home. "We were over the English Channel
and I was watching some tracers from a German fighter come puffing
by our tail,” says Smith, "when suddenly there was a terrific ex-
plosion. That was the whoosh. My interphone and the electrical ¢
cont;ols of the turret went dead. I crawled out of the turret and
up into the ship."Smith came out in the radio room, a space about
as big as the motorman's cab in a subway car, with metal walls
and an array of gadgets on one of them. The room was filled with
flame, for the exploding anti-aircraft shell had broken and ignite
a drum of the oxygen Fortresses carry on their high-altitude
flights. Smith made his way from the radio room into the fuselage.
He found fires raging in the waist section. At almost the same
moment the radio operator,-a weteran of twenty-one missions, stag-
gered down the fuselage, made directly for a gun hatch and gived
out. Through one of the waist windows Smith watched ham hit the
horizontal stabilizer and bounce off, and theg saw his parachute
open. By this time the right waist gunner had jumped out of the
plane through his window and the left waist gunner was

trying to climb over his gun and jump, too. He got wedged between
it and his window, however, and Smith pulled him back into the
plane. "I asked him," Smith recalls wryly, "if the heat was too
much fof him but all he did was star at me at say, 'I'm getting
out of here.'" Smith helped him open the plane's rear escape door
and watched him bail out. Like Smith, the left waist gunner was

on his first mission. Nothing has ever been heard since of him

or of the two other men who bailed out. The Channel water is ex-

tremely cold in May, and Air Forces officers feel almost cextain



that they-were-lozt.

LiEEE smoke and gas were really thick," Smith recalls. "I wrapped a
sweater around my face so I could breathe, grabbed a fire extinguisher
went hack into thejjiadin room, and went after the fire. Then the rear
gEE;ner crawled down the fuselage. He was covered with bleod. Looking him
over, I saw that he had been hit in the back and that whateevr had hit him
had probably gone through his left lung. I ka#xk#ém-laid him down on his
left side so the wound wouldn't drain into his right lung, gave him a
shot of morphine, and made him as comfortable &as possible. The rest af the

ﬂ; I-—:

erew==the pilot, the co-pilet, the mi "p_gunnn:, the bombardier, and

the navigator--skayed forward in the Ship-"ISEith was getting to work on %
the fires on the waist section when, through a window, he spotted a Focke=
Wolf approaching from one side and maneuvering to attack his ship. The
Fortress was probably shotting out clouds of smoke and the German must
have felt that he could risk a close encounter. Smith grabbed one of the
two waist guns, let him have a burst, and, as the fighter came under the
Fortress, leaned across the passageway between the left and right walst
guns and fired at him with the other one. He missed with botl guns, but
~—

xj%ntly managed to frighten off the German.
L

he appa
& [Emith then went back to the radio room and began throwing out anything
he could get his hands on, because the fierce, oxygen-fed fire was melting
everything in the room and spatters of the molten metal were eating holes
in the floor. Also, some ammunition stored there began to explode. The
radio room had no window, but the fire had already burned a hole in one
gide of the ship, so Smith simply used that. While he was tossing the
eguipment and ammunition out of the plane, ghiE parachute got in his way.

so he threw it nutfﬁnn.'ﬁiﬂ thus sacrificing what he must have realized

was his only means of escape unless the plane made a good landing. He

kept on throwing stuff gut until his saw another Focke-Wulf coming in to



attack. Then he let the German have a few more bursts and the enemy went
away. The fires, however, did not. After Smith had used up the extinguisher
aon the fires, he Pﬁﬂélﬁd on the contents of the crew's water bottle. "After
that,” he says, "I got =0 ma%{ I didn't know what to do, so I beat at the
fires with my hands and feet until myfclothes began to smolder." beekdng-

out through the heole in the side of the ship, which by now was big enough

fur/a man to fall thiough, Smith saw that tH; plﬂ;;xhﬁé over England, and imo
2 few minutes the pllnt set the plan¢ down on the flrst convenient RAF field
mgny miles £from its EEEEfEﬁtan. By the time the plane came down Smith had
put-the firas out.

smith's achievement was without prqfeﬂenta for an hour and a half he had
| |
fought fires which the pilet of the ship., a veteran of twenty-four missions,
, |

through wFre'!Ptal. add he had fought them successfully. In between times he

| | - |

had administered first aid to one member of the crew and assisted one other
[ ! |

to escape, and he had twice fought off attaching Focke-Wulfs. All of this he

The phlot, First Lieutenant P, Lawiﬂ Johnson of | , Kentucky

had done alone on his first mission.

has said that when he was told about the fires burning behind him in the
plane, [he thought it was the end. He d dn't know ?EE details of what was
going én in the waist of the ship, but |he did knqL that somehow the plane

]
kept flying. In the

anly its motors were sdlvageable. Smith|himself discovered two bullet heoles
in the |knitted scarf he had been waezring on acocunt of the altitude at whic!
the plane Hu?jflying. He kepps the scarf} wheth he has down to only & few
of his clnsést friends, in his duffel bag ﬁ&nng with some books and his
medal. iHé scarf is a typical, khaki, loving hands scarf. In one cornexr,

neay the bullet holes, is a small red label which reads, "From the Los

Angeles Chapter of the American Red Cross."



Smithw was born in Caro, Michigan, a town which hésassociates consistent
ly confuse with Cairo, Illinois. The mayor of €@aro, however, is notizll
confused, and shortly after he head the ﬁe&s of Smith's decoration, he sent
a cable to Caro's heroic son. Smith is both touched and amused by this tn-
EXdBrRk cempliment. Smith's father, who died in 1934, was a circuit-court
judge. Maynard's early life was serene, so exceedingly serene, in fact,
that he cannot recall any extraordinary incident of his childhood. His
first job, like the one he has now, was with the government. He worked in
Detroit as an income tax field agent for the Treasury Department for seve-
ral years, and then hs an assist&nt receiver for the Michigan Stata Bank-
ing Commission. When his father died, leaving a fairly large estate, May-
nard retired. He never worked again until he joined the Army, in 1942. He
makes no apology for his extended lounge; he just says that he liked to liv
live in Michigan in the summer and in Florida in the winter, and so did
his mother, and since they could afford to, why not? During this period,
Smith did some voluminous reading in modern psychology. He doesn't considex
himself much of a psychologist, however, for he feels that his extensive

reading on the subject was more or less neutralized by some later researche

he made in phrenology. He read at home, mostly at night,

to suit himself, and he likgs to discuss it with anyone. Since this is
fairly deep =kuff water for most of his friends at the bombing station, he
doesn't expect to get very far with them, but he goes to the pubs in the
small town near the station and talks at great length with the moxe con-
templative English friends he has made there.

Since fame has come his way, Smith isn't on wuite the same easy con-
versational basis with his friends in the pubs, be cause they have heard
that he is a hero and they constantly ask him to relate the story of his

flight instead of asking his opinion on the latest developments in endo-



crinology. It is not only Smith's English friends whose 'attitude .tbward
him has changed; his American pals at the station are different, too.
Since he got his award--he calls it "the Congressional Medal deal" or
sinmply "The Deal"--fhe wears a faint but unmistakable halo. As he goes
about his business at the station, he hands out autographs with the
pleased, cooperative air of a brand-new picture star and on occasion he
gives bits of advice to gunners who have just arrived from Amexrica orx
have never seen action. His.fame has spread throughout the Eighth Air
Force. It is not at all uncommon for a man from Smith's statién to tell
a man from another station the whole story of The Deal and boast about it.
The Deal makes perfect conversation for other nonc9mmissioned officers,
largely because Smith was on KP the day he was notified of the honor that
was coming to him. A writer for the London edition of the Stars and
Stripes began his story of the presenttion: "They took Marynard Smith
off KP and gave him the Congressional Medal of Honor today." Photographers
appreciating the news value of this coincidence, posed him beside a small
pile of potatoes, and Smith didn't bother to protest against what he
considered foolishness. Smith has been put on KP because he had been late
for briefing, a serious misdeameanor and the only mark against him in his
Army career. He was late because he was talking philoosophy with his
friends in some pub. By the time he returned to the station, his crew
had been briefed and a substitute gunner had been given Smith's waist
spot. Obviously, the fact that the European Theatre's ranking hero rose
to his position straight from the potato pile delights othexr gunners, who
consider Smith a triquhant answer to the junior officers, especially the
shavetails. It is probably the beginning of a legend.
A legend has already grown up around the only other man in the European

Theatre to rceive the Congressional Medal, Bombardiexr Lieutenant Jack



Mathis. Like most legends, this one is based on fact. In Mathis' case, the
facts are these. He was fatally wounded as the Fortress whose bombs he was
to aim apprdached its target-in Vegesack, in Germany. HEXWAS Though dying,
he watted until the target appeared on the cross hairs of his bombsight and
then he dropped his bombs. He died shortly afterward. Mathis, the legend
now goes, had a twin brother, who was in the Ninth Air Force in Africa.
Upon kaax'hearing dhe news of his brother's death, the other Mathis asked
to be transferred to Jack's squadron in England. By some magic which the
legend does not explaih, he arrived at his brother's station only a week
or so after Jack's death. Since it was evening, he naturally wanded into
the officers' bar, where some of his brother's flying companions were
gathered. As he walked into the room someenw saw him, thought he was a
ghost, and dropped a glass of beer. The noise of the breaking glass in-
stantly quieted the room, and everyone in it stared at Mathis. One man
muttered, "Who are you?" "My name is Mathis," he is supposed to have
replied, to the col'hprrorvof everyone’who heard him.

It is a fact that Lieutenant Jack Mathis did have a brother, Mark, but
he was not a twin and could not possibly have been confused with Jack.
Mark did serve at Jack's station, but had left there long before Jack
was killed. Now Jack is dead and Mark is missing in action.

Though Smith is a holder of the Congressional Medal of Honor, he is
rather undistinguished in appearance except that he knots his tie sloppily.
Even at the ceremony at which Secretary Stimson and the Qeven generals
congratulated him, his tie looked like a string shredded off his collar.
(Stimeon's tie was just right.) Since the proceedings were to be radioed
to America, the affair had to begin exactly on time. Teﬁ minutes before-

hand, Smith was led up to the microphone, where he stood calmly while

newsreel photographers flocused their cameras and the radiomen counted



from one to ten repeatedly in throaty voices. (After the ceremony, a

girl reporter asked him if standing in front of all those people hadn't
been worse than fighting off the firest in the fortress, and he said, "No,
it wasn't.") At the appointed time, Secretary Stimson appeared with
General J. L. Devers, Commanding General of the European'Theatre of Opera-
tions, and General Ira C. Eaker, Commanding General of the Eighth Air
Force. All of them made short presentation spewches, each of which Smith
answered with a smile and a "Thank you;“ "For conspicuous}gallantry and
intrepidity in action above and beyond the call of duty," the citation
xgad began and it ended, "Sergeant Smith threw the exploding ammmunition
overboard, fought the fire until all the fire-fighting’aids were exhamsted
manned the workable guns until the enemy fighters were driven away,
further administered first aid to his wounded comrade, and then by wrappin:
himself in rpotecting cloth, completely extinguished the fire by hand.
This solder's gallantry in action, umdaunted bravery, and loyalty to his
aircraft and fellow crew members, without regard for his own personal
safety, is an insparation to the Armed forces of the United States." Then
Secretary Stimeon hung the medal around Smith's neck, once for posterity
and once for the photographers, and at this moment the eighteen Fluing

Fortresses flew overhead while the band played "The gtar Spangled Banner."

gikrarxfk and fellow crew members, without regard for his own personal
safsk¥xis an inspiration tobthe

Smith celebrated his award by spending the evening in a pub, talking
with his English friends. Smith, in his heavy analytical conversations,
would just as soon explain the difference between an engine and a motor
as between a molecule and an atom. "A motor," he points out, "propels

itself, an engine propels something othex than itself." Since he is a



gunner, his thoughts nowadays tend to fturn to more or less mechanical
subjects. He has read a good deal of the printed matterx offi aerodynamics
and related matters in the bombing station's library. He doesn't neglect
othexr subjects, however. He believes, for instance, that the presence

of the American Army in Britain has had a democratieing effect on the
British and may well result in the abolition .of the House of Lords.

In every American bombing station in England, there is a daily contest
called "aircraft recognition." In this game action photographs of aircraft
are mounted without captions on a bulletin board, and the fliers are
supposed to identify them by dropping ballots in a box beside the display.
Smith is good at this game, but he doesn't think much of it. "When you're

up -in the air,"

he says, "start shooting and then start recognizing." If
he sees a fighter aircraft which hexzxmxxm can't recognize as friendly
and which is seemingly maneuvering into an attack position and if it is
near enough to hit with his 50-calibre machine gun, he_shoots. "If the
plane is friendly," he asks, "what the hell is it doing looking like an
enenmy?" |

Smith came to be a gunner in a Foretress in a way which is scarcely
that of the traditional American hero. In the first place, he narrowly
escaped being drafted. When the United States entered the war, he was
living a carefree life. The war at first did nothing to change his point
of view. "Like most Americans," he says, "I'm not particularly pugilistica
ly inclined." Finally, however, Smith's draft board did change it, and on
September 1, 1942, he enlisted, beating the draft, he says, by twenty
minutes. He soon decided that it was foolish to remain a private, so he
attempted to find out how to become something else. He found that if he
became an air gunner he would have a sexgeant's rating, and he at once

asked to be sent to gunnery school at Harlingen, Texas, a request which

was granted. He looks back on his six weeks there with distaste but says

-



his schooling made him a good gunner. A few wdeks after graduation, he was
sent to England, where he received the additional training wich prepared
him for his first mission.

While Smith is well known among the gunners of the Eighth Air Force,
thexre is another gunner in his theatre who is considerably better known--
Captain Clark Gable. Smith's reaction to Gable is amiable. "That guy,"
he says, "is a wondex. Now matter what he does, he gets criticizedm but he
does his job." S-ith's admiration. of Gable, whom he might be expected to
resent, is perhaps the oblique result of the fact that he is indifferent
to, and unimpressed by, the movies. He says he likes his scenery better
out of doors than indoors. Nowadays, for instance, he prefers to spend
his time off strolling in the park of the town near his station and
watching the swans in the pond. Hesstrolls are generally solitary, because

the fellows at the station don't care much about either strolls or swans.
Sometimes, though, one of them joins him and they exchange station rumors.

As is universal in the Army, most bomhking station talk is rumor. One
rumor that has been circulating at his post is that his award entitles
him to a lifetime pension, which he has heard is anything from $2 to
$150 a month. Naturally, Smith has been trying to find out about it.
Actually, all he gets is the $2 a month increase in pay while he is in
service, which brings his salary to $174.80. He sends $100 home to buy
War Bonds and spends the balance, mostly on the weak beer he drinks in
the pubs. Another rumox, which has been going the rounds for many years,
is that the winner of the Congressional Medal of Honor has the .privilege
of addressing @ongress whenever he likes. "There is no foundation at all
for this rumorx. It is diff;cult to find the basis for any station rumor.
but the pension one grew up possibily because of the confusion in English

minds between the Congressional Medal of Honor and the Victoria Cross, the

British counterpart. A life pension of ten pounds a year goes with the



latter, which, since December 7, 1941, has been awarded about forty times.
The Congressional Medal has been awarded about sixty times in the same
period. Generally the presentation is made in Washington by the Commander-
in-Chief, who, according to law, performs this function "in the name of
Congress." Smith is disappointed that this didn't happen to him, because
he has long wanted to meet President Roosevelt. Two other people he would
particularly like to meet are King George and Queen Elizabeth, to whom he
thinks he might conceivably make some suggestions for parliamentaxy reform.
The Congressional Medal of Honor is a five-pointed bronze stax bearing
in relief the head of Minerva, goddess of wisdom, encircled by the words
"United States of America" and by a laurel weeath of green enamel. The
medal is suspended from a bar on which is inscribed the word "Valox"
and, surmounted by an eagle, which is attached to a light blue ribbon
hearing thirteen white stars. The ribBon, in turn, is suspended from a
neckband of light blue, watered silk ribbon twenty inches long. All other
American medals are worn pinned to the left breast, but the Medal of
Honor is worn on its ribbon around the neck. Before the Congressional
Medal of Honor could be awarded to Smith, ‘the award had to be recommended
by his pilot, his squadron leader, his commanding officer, his theatre
commander, and a War Department -board. All this was done in about six
weeks. Around the time the confirmation of the award reached Smith's
stationm word came that Secretary Stimson was coming over on his tour of
inpsection, so it weemed likely that Stimson would make the award. Then
it was discovered that in the entire Eurbpean Theatre, with its hundreds
of thousands of Amexican soliders, there was not a single Congressional
Medal to hang around a hero's neck. An anonymous Eighth Air Force officer
make the obvious suggestion, and STimosn carried Smith's medal from
American to England in his coat pocket.

-Sam Boal

New Yorker, 19:30-4, September 18, 1943
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WWII Hero ‘Snuffy
Honored by Chant

CHAMUTE AFHB, 11l. — The
“tpiigh little sergeant”™ who battled
g blage and ensmy attacks on his
BT a5 It Hinped homea peposs the
English Channel now is memorial-
jzed at Chanute AFE with & build-
ing named afler him.

Ept. Maynard H "Snufly” Smith

. hacame the firsl Alr Foree enlisted

& pirForce Times OCTORER 27,1984

member o be awarded the Medal
of Haonor. i.l‘l.l:l:l ihe aer;u_ ace
il equipmentogress building
E{TIM Chanute Technical Tralnlng
Cepter has boen renamed Smith
Haill
Smith earned the medal for his
getlons May 1, 19043, a day of heavy
hssses for the Bth Air Foree's 453rd
Bomb Squadron, 306ih Bomb
Enuup.
Smith, the son of & circuit judge
in Cars, Mich, was & belly-turret
panner on his first mission over en-
emy torritory. He had arrived in
land just a month earlier.

mith's B-17 was returning 10 En- "

gland afier o bombing misslon over
Sainl-Mazalre, France, in which
Uie gircralt had sulfered only one
Nak puncture, in the bel wing.

As the plape began its descent
into what the navigator thought
was home territory, the plane
found isoll under beavy fire from

Lerman Focke-Wull FW-100s over -

what was actually oecupied
Framce. ;

Two B-1Ts in the group went
down immediately In the attack
The pilet of Smith's plane, inan el
fort to elude the Germans, moved
out over the channel and descend-
ed b just above the wave tops.

But 2mm shells from the Ger-
man pursuers tore through the fu-
selape, destroying the intercom, ox-
ygen systems and some conbrol
lines and setling off intense fires in

the radio compariment and woisl-

gunner seclions .

Here is how Smith retold the sto-
¥ a few days later:

After a particularly hard hit, “1
hand-cranked myself up and
crawled out of my furret inlo the
ship. The first thing 1 saw was a
shieet of Mame coming out of the r-
dig room and anotber fire by the
tail-whee) section"

The radio operafor immediately

4

ihived out of the plane, Tollowed by
the right and lefl waist gunners.

"“The smoke and gas were really
thick," Smilh said. "1 wrapped &
swealer around my face so I could
breathe, grabbed a fire exlinguish-
er and attacked the fire in the ra-
dio room.

“Glancing over my shoulder at
the tail fre, T thought 1 saw some-
thing moving and ran back It was
the tabl punner, painfullly crawling
back, obviously wounded. He bad
blocd 21l over him."

Smith gove the Injured man &
shot of morphine and returned fo
fighting the fire,

] just got started on this when
that FW came diving in again. [
jumped for the waizst gun and lired
gt im and as he swept under us 1
fured to the other waist gun and
et him have il from the other

side. . ..

I tock off my chiste so I could
move easier, I'm glad | didn't take
it off sonmer, because aflorwards [
found it had stopped & 30-callber
bullet. Apother guick burst wilh
the puns and back to the radio fine.
Then back again to the wounded
gunner to comiort him. When he
asked, *Are we almost home yed™ |
lied and told him we wen, .. :

"By now, It was 50 hot that the
ammunition was exploding all over
the place and making a lecrific
rackel I didn't dare throw all of it
oul becanse [ had o keep some lor
the visits of the FW."

Finally winning his batile with
the fMames, Smith saw thatl the
plane was at last approaching the
coast of England.

“T could tell that the ship was
ar:l.lg tail-heavy, so 1 lossed over-
board everything | coubd: guns, am-
munition, clothes, everything, I
really had o time with the ammuni-
tion cans — they weighed 08
pounds and 1 weigh 130 — but |
man io get them out ... "

Miraculously, the badly damaged
plane held together and landed in
onE pieeo

‘The Medal of Honor was present-
ed to Smith by Secretary of War
Henry L Slimson. Tronically, at the
time the award was made Smith
wis serving KP duby “for some mis-
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Snuffy’ Smith

Standing before a pleture
World War Il hero Sgl. Ma
nard H. “Snufly” Smii
which hangs In a Chanu
AFB, I, bullding that w
recently named after hl
are (from left) Chanu
Technlcal Tralning Cent
commander Gen. Willls
Grove Jr.; Smith's gran
daughter, Summer Christl
Smith, 9; his daughte
Christine Smith Pincinc
and her husbhand, S5i
Robart E. Pincinca.

Honored by Chanute AFB

CHANUTE AFE, IIl. — The
“lough litlle sergeant” who battled
a blaze and ensmy attacks on his
B-17 gz it limped home across the
Enplish Channel now is memarial-
ized ot Chanute AFE with & build-
I:n.g named after him,

gl Maynard H, “Snulfy" Smith

« begame the (irst Air Foree enlisted

& pir Foree Times OCTOSER 27, 1984

member (o be awarded the Medal
of Honor, And the serospace
ground eguipmentiegress building
&t the Chanute Technical Training
%E?Iier has been renamed Smith

i,

Smith earned the medal for his
actions May 1, 1843, o doy of heavy
husses for the 8ih Air Force's 423rd
Bomb Squadron, $06th Bomb
Group.

Smitth, the son of & clrewit judge
in Caro, Mich,, was a belly-tyrret
munner on his first mission over en-
emy territory. He had arrived in
England just o month earlier,

Smith's B-17 was returning to En-
gland: after a bombing mission over

aint-Mazaire, France, in which
the aircraft had suffered only one
Aak punciure, in the lefl wing.

Az the plape began itz descent
into what the navigator thought
was home territory, the plane
found itsell under heavy fire from
German Focke-Wulf
what was actually occeupied

France

Two B-175 in the group went
down immediately in the altack
The pilat of Smith's plane, in an el
fort to elude the Germans, moved
out over the channel and descend-
ed to just above the wave 1o

But 20mm shells from the Ger-
man pursuers tore through the fu-
selage, destroying the inlercom, 0x-
vgen systems and some eontrol
lines and setting off Intense fires in
the radio compariment and waisi-
punner seclions, .

Here is how Smith retold the sto-
ry 8 few days laber:

After a partheularly hard hit, "1
hand-eranked mysell up and
erawled out of my turret into the
ship, The first thing 1 saw was a
sheet of Mame coming oul of the ra-
dio room and aonciher fre by ihe
Lail-wiieel secthon.”

The radio operator immediately

F

1808 aver .

dived oul of the plane, followed by
the right and left waist punners,
“The smoke and gas were really
thick,” Smith said, “1 wrapped a
swieater around my face so 1 could

breathe, grabbed a fire extinguish-

er and atlacked the e in the -
dio room,

"Glancing over my shoulder at
the tail fire, I thought | saw semie-
thing moving and ran back Il was
ihe tail punmer, poinfullly crawling
bock, obviously wounded. He had
blood all over him."

Smith gave Lhe injured man @
shot of II;:D ine and returned W
fighling Lhe fGre,

"I just gob storied on this when
that FW came diving in again. 1
Jumped for the waisl gun and fired
at him and a8 be swept under us [
turned to (e other waist pun and
let him have it from the other
side. ...

“1 took off my chute so [ could
move easier. I'm glad 1 didn't loke
il off sooner, becpuse afterwards 1
found it had stopped a 3-calibor
bullet. Another quitk burst with
the gung and back o the radio Mre.
Then back sgain to the wounded
gunner to comfort him. When e
asked, “Are we almost home yel?” |
lied and told him we wers, , .,

“By mow, it was =o hot thatl the
ammunition was exploding all over
the ploce and making a terrific
rackel [ didn't dare throw all of il
out becanse [ had o keep some for
the visits of the FW."

Finally winning'his batile with
ithe Mames, Smith saw that the
plane was ai last approaching the
coast of England.

“1 could tell ihal the ship was
acting iail-heavy, 5o | tossed over-
board everything [ conld: guns, am-
munition, clothes, everylhing, 1
really had a time with the ammuni-
tion cans — thoey weighed 88
pounds and T weigh 130 — but 1
managed to get them oat. ., "

Miraculously, the badly damaged
plane held together and landed in
e plece,

The Medal of Hanor was present-
ed to Smith by Secrelary of War
Henry Lo Stimson, Ironleally, at the
time the aword wos made Smilh
was serving KPP duly "for some mis-

demeanor or another,” wrale E
ward Jablonski in his book, Fig
Forress.

Smith completed fowr more e
hat missions before retueni
Stateside and being discharged
ter the war,

. In addition to the Medal of He
or, he earned a numbar of olh
awards and decorations. He di
May 11, 1884, and is buried in
lington Mational Cometery,



* WAR STORIES «

Maynard Smith remembers The Big One

Story by Michael Skinner

aynard Smith doesn't
loak like a hero. Ho's G5
now, but even |m D043
he wea b sheot, akisng
Euy, with o peoallar way ef walking, s
if be didn't kave a bone in his bady,
And he doesn't act Uka a hero, At
lesal, he dosan’t come oo like the
stenng silent type. Bmith’s pickname
Im the service wns “Snully,” not be.
cause be resamblos the comicimrip
chasactar {which he doss, In & way)
but because he wan "alenys working
an angle”
dtil, this mighd, Smith will waar
his Congressinnal Medal of Honor at
a banguet foe the Bth Air Force His-
torival Socisty, The pale blus ritbon
with the constellation of whito stam
will go arousd his mecl Tha gald
eagle that bolds the bar that says
valer that bolds the atar with
Librty that bolds the cak Tesves wi
bouses gestly against his siarmum as
Emith lights & casdls in memory of
the men aof the Bth who gava their
lives far their countey s Werld War

Il
But a hendfol of men won aeved
mamdwhalﬂmiﬂiﬂlﬂl oa Mey 1,
1 ST

Smith was mpening the Ball
turrel, teo Bl-caliber machine
guns steking out of & glass bubdble an
the botiom of the Bd7 fusslsps.

I L wes his find combat mission.

Hydmulles moved the litthe bubbls

up sl down, Abeve, 8 motal plats pe
parated Seith fromn the reat of the adr-
plene, There wes nothicg undprneath
Eim

It was,” ke sy, “juat Hka youa're
flying in air"

They ware on thair way to bamh
the Germin mubmerlse pons in St
Hazare, Frames when 200 Focke.

Wolle L% Aghters cem st them from

tha frond, 300 moce From the rear. Bug
the flak we worss, A-17s wers Faing
dosn everywhers, Then his own plane
was hit.

An unsaploded BH-caliber AN

10 [ ORTILN, Merewerbar 14, 19§80

Photos by Richard Wells

shell ripped Into the haelags & foot
froms the radic operator, who was sa
frightensd be jumped out of che
plana, Without & parackute,

The shell deatroyed the rodic
cpernior's position. Hul, womse, It
faplured a 400-gallon Lenk, npilling
fTuel imto bha § Lnoes wires -
nited the fusl. The plene was on fire.

Henith pusked the hydrnubic con.
Lrol that weuld let him out of the bl
turzat. I dide't work. He triod the
buck-up mystams Thet didn't werk

IR

#bther, Fighting panic, ke grabhed the
maonukl crank asd hoisted himself
back imto the plans. The firs hod

| wpread,

They were low by then, about
2000 feot. Dine walet gunner had
bilod out over the Bay of Diacay.
He eprimindy died, The other walst
gusmer brind o bail out frem his poai.
tinm, but caaght his parachuate har-
nasd.

Braith unboaked the wadst punnsr,
"What's the muttes, boo hot Far you?”

he waid. He opesed the reer door apd
litarally kicked the walst gunser out.

fire wis Faging even stronger,
Bmilnh grabbed the fire extinguishers
and put out ot of ihe fames He
poused the water bottles on the et
Finally, when |t was just & Jezhs Gra,
he usinated on it

Sa tha fire wes oul. Dt thay wers
Tar from kama,

Bmith's plars was separated frem
tha formatien. Geroues Etogs
Jumped on the straggler, Smith shot
at tha fighters fram Lthe waist gurs,
He gave firat aid to wounded
criwmen ond meds repain e the
plone. At one point ha Lesssd four
260-pound ameso cases overboard 1o
lighten the dam Flana, Bmith
walghed 135 then, as ha doss
now. Hecouldn® 15t ane eorner of ana
chso now, He coulds't thenm, sithee,
But he did. He did i1 becasmse “It had
b ba dana,”

About this tee, Smith maticed
the plens was osellating up and
dewm, He weant forward and dis-
covared bolh the pllsl and co-pilos
witrn woumided, shot in the legs, The
E:ht wia in shoel, pishing and pudl-

K the eoniral cobame, like n child
playing almplane.

Smith drsgged the pilot oist of the
sont and gave him ard the co.pilat
firsg ald, Then ha flow the rﬂlﬂiLE
ioEnglard, He bed no training sa a pl-
fot, lust B “had watched™ Lhem
encugh b know the fundamesitsls

=mith flaw across tha Channel, to
Englamd. He put it down the fimt diry
pece ho esuld find, the RAF hase at
Larad's End, The peopla at the bass
were amnred. Tan minutes latsr, the
plane collapsed in tha cemter, tha
huge wings folding topether lke w
buttarily.

Thiriy-six plases lait that day far
St. Mazare, Only four relurmed,

Daylight bombleg was atll o dan.

Eoisd experlmend for the Hth Ale
Rﬂu thal purly in tha wur, The Eng.
Lisks maidl Bt would never work, 11 wes
hl:[nnin;tnlmt]ihdn,mﬂﬂiht.



e*ott rocalls the odds they were
giving for combat aircrewmen.

“The first time out, 50 percent
back. The next time, you weren't due
back.”

The next day Smith flew another
combat mission, te Bremen,

-

mith never set out to be a hero,
s although he did “volunteer”

for the service. But he was
working en angle there, too,

He was born in 1911, in Care,

~-Michigan, population 3,001 (“It never
changes,” Smith says. “Every time
someone's born, someone leaves
town.") He went to Detrait to seek his
fortune when the war came. .

Always working an angle, Smith
made a deal with a friend in the post
office: When Greetings From the
President came for Smith, his friend
phoned "him, so Smith had plenty of
time to “volunteer™ before the official
draft notice reached him.

Smith scoon found himself at
Sheppard Air Force Base, along with
50,000 other recruits. He heard
through the grapevine about a
program that could make him a staff
sergeant in just nine weeks: aerial gun-
nery achool in Harlingen, Texas. It
sounded great, but there was one
hitch — thers were 1,200 men on the
waiting liat. Q

That didn't stop a promoter like
Smith. He and his friend Marcel St.
Louis went to find the major in charge
of picking the gunnery school
recruits. They were going to ask him
to send them to i

You just didn't do things like that
in the army. But Smith did.

“I'm a promoter, always have
been,” Smith says. “What could they
do to me? I was just a private. You
can't get any lower than that.”

They found the major in a lonely
hangar, all by himself, Smith did all
the talking.

Soon afterward, they were ordered
to Harlingen.

Smith and St. Louis went through
training and were assigned to
different squadrons. Smith went on to
England. But Marcel St. Louis had a
more tragic journey.

St, Louis was on the crew of a B-
17, ferpying it from the U.5. to
En.gll.nﬁ The plane crash-landed in
the African jungle. There were 10
crewmen aboard. Natives killed
everyone but St. Louis and a colonel.
They escaped to Morocco, where they
were sgupposed to be interned for the
duration of the war.

But they stole a plane and escaped
from Moroceo, only to be shot down
by the Germans in the English
Channel. They were taken to a POW
eamp, where they escaped in a stolen
German fighter, only to be shot down
again, this time by an Allied plane.

But at least they were behind their
own lines, St. Louis was assigned to
another B-17 erew. On his first mis-
sion out, the plane was shot down and
3t. Louis was taken to another POW
camp. He escaped again. The
underground muild him over the
Pyrences mountains. He was rescued

Continued




GHEWING THE FAT: Robert E. Vickers, president of the 8th Air Force Historical
Sociaty, tolks about old fimes with Maynard Smith af the bonguet in Orlando.

off the coast by an English
submarine.

But he was worn out, wounded so
many times, his reserves depleted.
Maresl 5t. Louis died in the hospital,
fighting, as he always did, to stay
alive,

mith completed 13 missions,
sometimes in the waist, some-
times in the ball turret. He
received the Congressional Medal of
Honor for his heroics over St. Nazare.
Then, a couple of montha later, he
was walking through downtown
Bedford when it all caught up with
him. In a sort of delayed reaction to
the danger and excitement, his mind
went blank,
“1 just forgot where I was,” Smith

They took him off flying and put
him in Operations, where he got the
inside scoop on one of the strangest
stories of World War II — the dis-
appearance of Glenn Miller, perhapa
the most popular bandleader when
big banda were king.

Maj. Miller conducted the Air
Force Band, a collection of swing all-
stars in the service. They practiced at
the Corn Exchange in Bedford, just a
few miles away from Thurleigh, where
amith's 423rd Squadron, 206th Bomb
Group was based. In the many stand
downa due to the nasty English weath-
er, 8mith and his buddies would go
into Bedford and listen to the band.

Smith remembers those days
fondly: the Corn Exchange, where he
met an English girl he eventually
married, the Swan House and the
taverns, the Ooze Hiver that ran
through town, and the Roman bridge
that crossed it

After the Invasion of France, Mil-
ler planned to go to Paris to drrange
for a broadeast and a rehearsal hall
In the Officers Club (Smith was still a
sergeant and, technically not allowed,
but no one was going to tell a
Congressional Medal of Honor winner
to get loat) Smith heard Miller talking
with a major about the trip to France.
The major said he'd fly Miller on
Monday. Miller said, fine, see you

then, ete.

Smith thought the major wg,
going to arrange for a B-17 for th,
trip. After all, even though the S}
bhad finally wrested air superiority
from the Luftwaffe, it was still ngy
completely safe. Ezpecially not for the
amall, single engine Norseman C-64 iy
which the major planned to transporg
Miller to France.

But Smith knew too much about
the service to contradict a major.

“That Monday,” Smith says, “I
ordered a jeep and rode with Glenn
Miller to the plane.”

Miller and the major took off.
Smith was one of the last people 0
ses him alive.

It was Dec. 15, 1944, The smull
plane cleared the English Channel
and was never heard from again. The
Air Force conducted a 12-day search
over the plane's 160 mile route amil
found nothing. “Lost,” said a ters®
officinl release. “Presumed dead.
Years later, divers claimed to have
found a Morseman C-84 off the connt
of France. But Miller's body wif
NEVET recovered.

Smith is sure the plane was shot
down, just as he’s sure taking a single,
unarmed plane across the continent
was a dumb idea in the first place,

mith returned to Amerlen
s ahoard the Mauritania, the sit

ter ship of the Lusitenie. "I
had had enough of flying," he say®

Shortly afterward, he went hack o
work for the Treasury Departmont,
but, in 1970, with just “$1,300 and an
idea,” he founded the Police Officers
Journal, a "pro-police paper. It wis &
great success.”™ Smith sold the pap®f
in 1975 and retired to St. Petershiitf

He still doesn't look like a hert!

But he is. L)

MICHAEL SKIMMER, fecthuwes editer of i
Floridiar, and Oviands Seatinal
phategrapher RICHARD WELLS gauld I+#
ta Maynard Smith for hours,
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SINCE 1975
From the desk of PO BOX 4738
HOLLYWOOD FL 33083-4738
Jonx WooLNoUGH



»&/ — o F5

[557s 4_4;{&0@0

D e

/. /55 P T R s W FZ e De=idPor 7

et eSS Lot T <Scon DA L ShHls

/S TAE /%w/Mm/a /:’@/726_ -7 MM

L= oz o TERAST

/Wz/ o= </ ﬂM SOOI T

w,/,c/ /WMA/%D 5Mr7Z/ — Tl L 7ZL

27 T2 A= e T — PT TR

41/454/4/4/7%4/ D Lo L 2D 07

#ﬁﬁﬂ/ ///M Pt o ,4%45/724.4_/4 o F AL

Henal U D aE DrD w7 B T

22— ST XS Pﬁfzs

(/0/71/ /d-

g5 7 /,5%«4 W




e b 1~

i M, H, Smith

A ity X
e ;#'rlf""L-. #-Ef’.{‘:-;m a4l ;-@M g"ﬂ"?
r-&hu/ z}b‘\._._ {?W by

[ oitl Fren

7
7 vl 204 B A
Ll BTH
]?.f{iz.m At T b

. T sptL _Agdant

s o s q'fw’ﬁwuéﬂgﬁ Crpt
H?E-VEK'EJ""":' L/ P fdj?yﬁ‘y-?'lﬁhpfﬁa;’f \—_-__._-___F

o ApnETS




e/ éz -70 Elvu/&444L0y~/
] 1 7(:Lcﬁéa/¢4¢¢aﬁl /7 ”ﬂlxi
Gardon CFf

N o 11530

Russ:

Add -

L P JOHNSON

131 Tullamore Rd
Garden City,NY 11530



16 May 1984

Mr. William Van Norman
669 47th Av
San Fmancisco, CA 94121

Dear Bill:

I hope your health is reasonably good at this time.

After you have read the attached piece on Snuffy, I-would appreciate
it if you would consider writing something for the June issue of
Rchoes on how the "big" story affected you and how you handled it at
the time and in the next three months.

I am sure others in the 306th would find your reactions to the events
an interesting sidebar to the obit itself.

As you will note in the obit, Snuffy tended to enlarge his role a bit
as time went on. I have seen several interviews he gave over a period
of five years, and in each one he became a little more important. At

the end I am sure he could not- separate fact and fictiom.

Anything you might decide to do will be most appreciated, and I ought
to have the copy in about a month.

Please give it your gerious consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong



