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LAW OFFICES

FLANAGANE&BRAEMER
3780 WEST FLAGLER STREET
MlAMI, FLORIDA 33134

WILLIAM W. FLANAGAN September 26, 1981

REAL PROFERTY LAW
CORFORATION AND BUSINESS Law

HUGO H. BRAEMER
CENERAL PRACTICE PHONE (205) 444.-5722

Dear Jack,

I am returning herewith the 8th Airforce Historical
Society cap. While yo ur efforts and suggestions
are certainly appreciated, I do not believe that
the 306th can rightly use this cap to promote their
memorial. For one thing we do not have the right
to use the Society's emblem . The cap with a

306th logo would be more acceptible, but that is

up to the 306th reunion committee. I suggest

that if you so wish, that you bring that up at the
October méeting at Minneapolis.

Best wishes, and thanks again.

COP
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16 April 1983

Dear Jack:

When I dug down through the debris on my desk I found two unaswered
letters from you, so I am about to rectify that situation. Between work,
the 306th, and another book I am working on I have been just snowed

under. A bit of unhealth on my part is contributing a bit more time for

a few days, so I'll take advantage of it and get some things taken care of
right now.

Ray Ryther has passed from our view at the moment. We have dropped his

- name off the mailing list. I did some telephoning and could not come

up with any valid information for him. I'll keep trying.

I will promote the leather patches in the July issue of Echoes. The
April issue goes to the printer Monday and I canit squeeze any more into
it at this moment. But, be patient, and I'll get the job dome. 1've seen
the work and think it is great.

Please forgive my tardiness. See you in Omaha.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong









13 September 1983
Dear Jack:
Many thanks for the leather tooled 367th patch..

I will have to secure a frame for it shortly and place it on the wall of my
study along with other mementos of 8th AF duty.

Its almost time to pack the bags for Omaha. I hope I can get there without
difficulty, although my car is in the body shop right now after a serious
collission a week ago.

Look forward to seeing you then, along with a host of Clay Pigeons.

Sdncerely yours,
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306th BOMB GROUP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

An Association formed to commemorate the history of the 306th Bomb Group of the U.S. Army
8th Air Force and the achievements of its personnel based at Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England 1942-45.

14 Pavenham Road
QOakley
Bedford
MK43 7 SY April 26th 1985

Dear Jack and Gail -
This will be just short for now as want to get in the post
to you hope it gets there in time
‘On  May 6th on your CBS News Broadcasting Station
at 7 Am in the morning there will be a proggramme about the American Anglo
Relations and to do with VE day what its called I dont know but we have just had
yesterday a 306th guy here called Sheldon Beigal who was in the 369th and we
have had CBS here at the house filming him at back at Thurleigh and us here at
the house it took them all day to do this thing so how long it will be on we dont
know but they said its an hour and a half programme if its good you might like to
video it
We have not yet gotten the Readers digest but will let you know when it
arrives we have had a postal srikehere in the last week so mail was held up
Will send off the dolls to your daughter as soon as I can get a box to put them
in
Weather here now lovely but still cold winds. Lloyd sends his love to you both
and we shall look forward to seeing you when you come you will keep us informed
of your trip wont you
| I have my cousin and his wife coming here in May and its their
first trip here Sorry forgot to say we did get your letter with the 10§ in for the
postage I only hope this letter gets to you in time for you to see the film
I1ll write more next time our love to the General when you see him
All for now

Connie and Gordon and Lloyd
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19 August 1987 -
Dear Jack:

I always enjoy getting a letter from you, even when you take me to
task.

As to the democratization of the 306th, I think it is slowly coming
around. You know, for years we ran it without much of anything and
got along pretty well, Only recently has it tended to get more com-
plicated, and sometimes I worry that we may get into things that will
lead us away from what I think the organization is all about-—-remem-
bering good times with old friends and old friends of more recent vin-
tage.

I hate to see us get embroiled in issues that are really only side
lights to what should be an enjoyable experience.

I fear that at Washington we will get into one or two issues eh the
general business meeting that may cause considerable heat and a lot
of discussion. One of them is the Museum issue. The other is a pro-
posal initiated by Don Ross and several others to offer me some pay
for the things that I do.

As to the Museum, I have never been in agreement with it because I
think that small private museums are generally disasters.

As to the pay, 1'm pretty ambivalent about it.

Basically my real concern is that neither issue become a divisive
event in the life of the 306th. I think any and all of us have too
little time left to spend it in arguing and taking sides.

Glad you wrote, and although my first inclination was to send a copy
of your letter to Don Ross, I will stick by your admonition and keep
it to myself.

Look forward to seeing you and your wife in D. C.
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7 January 1988

Dear Jack:

You were in luck!

“"First Over Germany" has been out of print for at least six
months, and I have been turning back orders regularly. But

a couple of weeks ago I came up with an extra copy, and had

held it here trying to decide whom to sell it to.

Then your request came in, and it is now winging its way to
the Thurleigh school. Ought to be there next week some time.

Thus, you will need to send a check, made out to me, for
$28.98. That covers the air mail postal fee as well as the
cost of the book.

Glad you came along, because I did not want to get it to just
anyone.

Look forward to seeing you in Las Vegas.
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BEDFORDSHIRE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
LOWER
THURLEIGH COUNTY(PRIMARY SCHOOL
High Street, Thurleigh, Bedford. MK44 2DB.

Telephone BEDFORD 7712562
Headmistress: Mrs. J. A. STANTON

24th January, 1989.

Mr., J. M. Schmidt,

8011 W, Main Street,
Apartment 3,

Belleville,

ILLINOIS 6222,

United Statesof America.

Dear Mr. Schmidt,

Thank you very much for your last letter and for the money you sent
to us. I used the money to buy the children's presents from Father
Christmas.

Thank you also for having the Geographical llagazine sent to us.
The first one arrived about two weeks ago and the children have enjoyed
looking at it.

The enclosed photographs were taken when the children took flowers
to the Memorial in Keysoe Road on October 5th last year.

The children enjoy your letters and hope that perhaps you will be
able to visit us in school one day.

Jith very best wishes from us all,

Yours sincerely,

:mﬂ B

J. A. Stanton (Mrs.) Headmistress



13 March 1989

Dear Jack:

Thanks for the Thurleigh school materials, which arived
this morning.

I'1l make use of it in the April issue of Echoes, without
attribution.

I have also added Judy Stanton's name to the mailing list.
I will handle it directly from here so that it does got go
through our Bedford people, who might begin probing around.
They sometimes butt in wheee they shouldn't!

All of our other British Isles copies of Echoes are shipped
in bulk to Bedford and are mailed from there to the people
who are on our mailing list. This will be the exception.
Thanks again. Hope to see you in Little Rock.

All the best to both of you,
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6 February 1989

Jack Shhmidt
8011 West Main SE., #3
Belleville, IL 62223

Dear Jack:

Writing for myself, and for Don Ross and Reginald Roi
Robinson, let me exprass our thanks to your for your
recent gift to the 306th BG Project Fund.

Your interest in the Association, as evidenced by
your gift, is much appreciated and you will heahear-
ing further from us on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

William F. Houlihan
President

Amount received: $100,00
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29 October 1989

Dear Jack:

It was good to hear from you, and I appreciate the picture
you sent along. I had made mention of your crew in the Oct-
ober issue of Echoes, and will be delighted to use this pic-
ture of such decrepitude in the January issue. It will tell
the rest of us to shape up, or it could happen to us too!

Of course, it all comes from that decision to walk home 12
Sep 44 near Berlinl

We lucked out that day, losing a wingman, but taking only one
20 mm cannon shell in a wing tip ourselves. My roughest!

As to Hurricane Hugo, it was kind to us. The devastation in some
neighborhoods is almost unbelievable. We had a patch of shingles
blown off and our yard trashed. Any trees dowm on our property
were from the neighboss. I cut off the affending branches and
threw them back across the fences! Our neighbors cleaned up our
front yard and the trash was hauled away before we got home.

From Little Rock we headed out to CKalamazoo and stayed there for
10 days before coming home at all. One of our sons rescued the
meat from our freezer, so we only lost incidentals in that area.
Pover was out for about 10 days, but was on before we came home.

Have been off to Pittsburgh last week, working for half a day on
arrangements for 1991 there. Looks good.

Thanks for your nice comments on my performmnce at Little Rock.
We thought it most enjoyable, but have had a letter from one man
who thought it deplorable--no one gave him a button he could put
on his hat!

Tell your good wife to put up with you another year, no matter how
tough it is, and we look forward to seeing you in San Antonio,
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10 June 1991

Mrs. Judy Stanton
Thurleigh School

High Street

Thurleigh, Beds MKé& 2DB
England

Dear Judy:

I don't know yet whether you have learned of the death

of Jack Schmidt, 26 May 1991. He had undergone quadruple
heart bypass surgery and responded well until a blood clot
En the brain caused his dedth.

1 know that you and the Schmidtd had a special relation-
ship, and I am sure you will hear from her in time,

We will continue mailing the Echoes directly to you, and
T look forward to seeing you in August, 1992,

Sincerely yours,



10 June 1991

Dear Gail:

I just received a note from Ed Roncey wvith the sad news of
Jack's death.

1 had enjoyed knowing Jack from the day I f£irst met him, and
always looked forward to seeing the two of you at reunioms.

Although we were in the same squadron at the sams time, I
don't remember meeting Jack at Thurleigh, but I did know
other members of his crew then.

1 know I express the condolences of many who knew Jack and
the many who had come to know him at reunions. We will miss
him.

Of course, I shall continue your name on the Echoes mailing
and hope that we may see you at a reunion now and then.

Sincerely yours,
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