Mr. Russell Strong
October 19, 1990
Page 2

A brief Obituary: Joseph W. Pedersen, 2nd Lt. 367th
pilot, arrived Thurleigh, England in early May, 1944. He was
shot down June 17, 1944 on his 17th mission. He was captured
July 25, 1944 at Auver-sur-Montfecon and sent to Buchenwald
Concentration Camp August 20, 1944. He arrived Stalag Luft III
on October 19, 1944. He was liberated at Moosberg April 29,
1945. He was a graduate of Gonzaga University, the father of 8
children, Kellogg Company executive. He died suddenly of a heart
attack on July 23, 1986 at the age of 64 (5 days before his 65th
birthday).

Your July 1990 issue of Echoes has an article on Robert
Starzynski who was shot down on the same mission as my father.

I am awaiting copies of depositions my father gave in
1945 for the Nuremberg War Crimes trials. There are two
deposition transcripts dealing with mistreatment of POW's during
transport and atrocities committed at Buchenwald. If you wish, I
will forward copies to you.

Sincerely,

O foaber b [ Dblorears

Charles K. Pedersen



October 19, 1990

Mr. Russell Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Mr. Strong:

I need your help and expertise in determining the
identity of a B-17G. The photo, which is attributed to you,
appears in 8th Air Force Album by J.H. Woolnough. It is on page
36, or at least in sequence at page 36 as the page numbers are
missing from some pages.

The B-17 in question is in a group of four that are
bombing. The aircraft letter is K. My reading of the serial
number is 4297278. This serial number matches my father's plane,
the "Umbriago," which was shot down on September 12, 1944 under
the command of 1lst Lt. Charles C. Wegener from the 367th.

My father, Joseph W. Pedersen, was shot down on June
17, 1944 near Le Mans while flying B17G 4238163. Do you know if
this plane had a name? The "Umbriago" was the regular plane my
father flew, but had been damaged severely on a mission earlier
in June. I don't know which mission this was but I do know that
the control cables had been shot out by flak. My father and his
co-pilot, Jimmy Blood, flew back to Thurleigh and landed using
the auto-pilot for control. My father said Blood ran the flaps,
landing gear and yaw control while he controlled the throttles
and pitch control. He never flew the "Umbriago" after this
mission as he was shot down before it was repaired.

I have not written to update your records. My father
died in July of 1986. I see he is still listed in the 306th
directory. I am enclosing a check for $25 and asking that future
issues of Echoes be addressed to me, Charles K. Pedersen, 1453
S.E. Division, Portland, OR 97202.



21 December 1990

Chafles K. Pedersen
1453 SE Divigion
Portland, OR 97202

Dear Chuck:
Now, two months later I get around to answeing your letter.

First, let me thank you for the detailed information you
provided on your l&te father. Such data is very fiseful in
fleshing out the personnel records on men of the 306th.

Ultimately, my extensive collection of 306th materials will

be placed in the library of the USAF Academy, Colorado Springs,
CO, providing future generations of cadets with an invaluable
research source on a WWII bomb group. Once our Mission Report
collection is completed we will have materials that no other
WWII has been able to accumulate.

T do not have a picture of Umbriago, and have searched a great
many places for one. As to the picture you mentioned, I'll have
to find that 8th AF Album and see if I can match it up.

1'11 keep working at it and try to surprise you one of these
days.

Thanks, again for the information.

All the best,
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i I, Joseph Warren Pedorsen, 2nd Lt., Air Corps, 0-809865, of
: age, being duly aworn on oath, state that I have read the

interrogation, oonalsting of two poges,
including the title Page, and that ‘all aniw,
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Jonph Warren Pedsrsen, 2nd ILt. » Adr Corps, 0-809865, personally
" Sppoared before me on the nineteenth day of Septenb
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|1,:Wallace Cathoart, Jr., Special Agent, 810, NSO, ocertify that
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ourete transeription of the nswers given by him to the. severel
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: Y olothes, They turned me over to the Gestapo at Le Mans, France, 1 was o
.-~ hald by thea in molitary confinsment for fourtesn days. I was then moved )
S 10 Paris, arriving there on 8 August 1944, I was held in a prison for
. seVen days, On 15 August 1944 I was entrained for & five day trip to
. Buchsnwald, Germany. On 20 August 194} I was sent to the concentration
;.. camp &bt Buohenwald, where I pramained until 1% October 194k, when I was .
moved to Btalag Luft 1II, 8agan, Gemmany by trein. I arrived {n Sagan \
on 21 Ootober 1944 and remained there until 29 Jamuary 1945. On that ‘
e Glto we departed froa Sagin on foot to Sprexberg, Germeny where we
.. -entyained on the lst or 2nd of Pebrvaxry 1945 for Nurnberg, Gersmany,
. After arriving in Kumberg on 4 February 1945, I was assigned to Stalag
{+-lafy IIX at XIII-D, where I remained until 4 April 1945 when we marched
il to Noosharg, Germnny, arriving on 13 April 1945. Here I was assigned
© to Stalsg VII-A, whore I remiined until 29 April 1945 whea I wme : '
1. }bersted by tho Third United States Ay, v

Qs How wire you Syensported fyom Parie to Buchenwald? .

As By trein in French end Geman box oars, In the Frensh gars the (exmans ¢

;- oyowdsd &n nmt{h!.ndiﬂdnul and 4in the Gexman cars ninety. .There

-L«f were about three thousand peeple in our train,:.some cars contained
'.z"noth!.nllmtl‘mchm. 7 .

" Q0 Were y you fod on ths trlp?
. A+ .The Germans furnished us only bread, but the French Red Crose fed us,

Qs Deseribe the trip,
A, Ve were let out of the oars once a day. With ssventy men in the car
i, thege was 5o soom to sit, Ve remained standing for five daye, During
:'the 4¥ip nine tenths of the men got dyeenterys %There were mo provisions
© i for ssnitation, Ho tollets or pails, On the third night, five Americans
Cod essaped fyom the train, From then on we were forbiddem to look ous the
°5n" .windows, The next day & Frenciman in the oar ahead of us put his head
- i out of the window, The Gezmans shot him in the hand, and then inquired
.- 4f anyons was huxrd, When the ran stepped formard, they shot him in the
W baclty head and chest, There were four shots in all, They then made
. 24ve prisonsre b h:x him. They took thirty-five men out of the car and
© 3 threatensd to & thea,  They finally stripped thea for 24 hours. I
' . loww the nime and address of one of the Azerican officers in that car,
- 1s% I3, William Ryherd, 2313 Olympic Drive, Bakerafield, Californis, .
. - X would estimate thet overy man making th&t trip loat Goul'. ten pounds
L after nuuuu up for five dnn stxnight,

" Qs Who wié the German 6fficer in charge of thie trip? -
- Ae X don'd know his name, but I oan desoribe him, He was a Wehymacht Najor,
"o about 43 years old, five fesh meven inches tall, about 135 pounds, very ‘
30 slender budld, black hair, dark eyes, very dark complezion, his eyes
alantsd, hs almost looked Asiatic, He was very Prussian im his military
“  besring.  He was respensible for the train and the conditions that
;.. extoted on g,
Q. Do m reuerber any other Americans bezides LS. Ryherd that mdde thie
i brip with you?
“‘As* 1 renenbsy one, 1sh 1, Miles King from Boston, Massachugstts,

' Q. Can you remexber any additionsl details condeming the matters tostified

;. aboub 4n thi.l dcpolluu‘l '
’
d %ﬁ éu-rm Fﬂim, 2nd Lt.

A Ko,
P | | 0-809865.
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. Datei : 19 Septeaddr 1945,
: ﬂam l_m Wluuo Catheart, Jr., Special Agend, 8IC, NSC.

s

L ‘;m
. i

T ‘ For the WAR CRIMES OFFICE .
' Judgg Advoocate General!s Department —- War Department

o . ( United States of. mma 9SC-KC-2095
( ‘7iﬂﬂﬂl#*’*****#ﬂﬂ***hﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂ#*ﬁ#
»
In tho mttor of t.nnsporuna French and Perpstuation of Testimony
Allied prisonsys of war from Paris, France + - of Joseph Warren Pedersen,
t» Buchenwald, Germany, during the peried # 2nd Lt., Air Corps,
m 15 to ao Amn 195he . # 0-809855. v
X * .
L *uu*n«a*nn«*au»nn*auu*u*n«u#u

Zaken ats nt-lt Amy Adr Foreés Reglonal and Oonvalescent Hospital, Ft, George Wright,
- ; luhi.ngton, .

! '

Q. i Pluu atato ymn- name, rank, serial number, birthphco and date of birth,
;; Jossph Warren Pedersen, 2nd 1%., Adr Corps, 0-809865, I was bom in’
le !o:k 01%7, New York on 28 July 1921,

0. .Where di.d you attend sohool and when did you finish?
. '] attended school in San Frenoisco, Califomia, graduating from Balboa
-+ High School in 1939,

' Q. ' Where were you omployod before :on entered the army?

A.j Bethlshen 8teel Corp., San Franoisco, California,
Q. : llhln did you enter the cm‘l

A 'X7 Septeaber 1942,
Y _ What 4s your pomont home addrose?

A, 05 Richland Avenue, San Francisoo, California,

Q. Are you married or single?
A, Married,

" Qe Yhere are you now stationed and what 4s your present status?

A. I anm a convalescent patisnt at ths Amy Air Foros Hoepital, Fort George
Wrighy, Washington.

Q. Have you recently besn returned to the United States fxom overssas?
Ay Yoo 29nl‘hy 1943 at Boston, Massachusetts, I was a passenger on the USS
H.l‘l’ ven.

Qs Were you held asm a prisonsr of war by the Germans?

As Yes.
Q “When and where were you held as & prisoner of war?
A, I way ghot down on 17 June 1944 at Loue, France, With the aseistance of

some Frenoch olvilians, I was able to avoid capture until 23 July 1944,
" On thab date I was captured by Luftwaffeo personnel while I was in civilian
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I, Josoph Narren Pedorsen, 2nd 18,, AMir Covps, 0-800065, of
danful age, beiug duly swomn en oath, ctate that I Lawe read the
foxegoing gmunpmn of ny interregntion, scasisting of b pages,
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oseph Farren 18,
0-807883, '

,  Tieerited mad ovom 1o bafore us Shis____day of . 1948,
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Iy Rallase Cohoast, Jr., Speelal Agend, 510, NEG, cordify that o
Josaph %arren Pedersen, 2nd 1t s Rir Corps, O-B0986S, persomlly N
Sppeared before my on the nineteenth day of Bepteader 1943 and . B2
tostified eonserning war oricen; and that the foregoing i en S
&ocurete transoription of the answers glves by hin to the sevepul . o
uestiocns sebd forth, ’ :
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~ 2o'Pards, arriving there on 8 August 194h. - I wes beld 4in & prison for .
ssvers days, On 15 Auguet 1944 I was sntrained for s five day Srip to
Bughonwald, Germany, On 20 Augaeh 194h I was sent to the songentration .
caap ab Buohenweld, where I recained uatil 19 Octoder 194k, when I was
moved to Bhalag Lufb I1I, Ssgan, Cemsany by train. X arrived in Ssgan
en 21 Getober 194, and remained thers until 29 Jamisry 19A5. On that
dake we deparied from Sagan on foob Lo Spresberg, Uermany shere we - ‘
entrained on the lat or 2nd of February 1943 for Namberg, Gemany.

After arriving in Nurnberg on 4 February 1943; I was sssigned to Etalag
Luf$ 11X abt XI1l=D, where I resained unt$il & April 1943 whea we masehsd
$o Movoshurg, Gemmany, arriving om 13 A 2945. Here I was sssigned
% :m':;nmn‘inm 23 Apedi 5i3. Hore T 20 assiged |
-] » L P &) . ore I vae
te B:ta vh-a, whore I remsined uufg
1ide by the Thinl United Shaten Amy.

%
to food ard Losued new

|
|

sound bayefested. 10 was e0ld yuiny wealley. No

were preyided for us for the fireh 4w weeks of our stay. We were hud}

$0 nlesp oub in the open, even during the rain, - After Awe weeks, 750 '
prisomers were assigned to a barrecks. There wus ne yoem for more Shan
400 meq in these barrecks, ¥e were forsed %o

tsblea. The water in the tamp was mob f1§ te drink, :{Mnym‘, .
prevalent s a yesull, . There were no fesilities $0 botl water. We
Feceived only one fourth of a kile 1osf of bread & doy, dehydruted !
* vogeiable soup ente a day, and a gouple o '
uuivdu!dcnnmhpondnnhutmthomcmommt‘

;
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Sllowed in $iis comp, A8 & result of this died X losh sboub AMNy: | . |

8, Tw men, & British Fliob Offioer, Philip Hemsings, and sa '
riosn Pe3d pilet, named 1ot Lb, Besk fyess Los Angelss, (alifomis,
bokb died of prewsonia as & dirgeh ressls of thet £iret fue :
oxposurs, One X witaeseed 25 Russian ofvilians heing beaten with
widps for & balf s On the hlsh day of eur | while we were shill
dn the epen, the 8th Alr Porve knoeked eub & V2 ‘ :
our stackede. OUns Englishman wes Aib by falling flak. Every besb M\
the target aresa, but we realised tiat we had been used by the Germaa
oa profection for the plant. We were forced to-Lighs fire at
of the V-2 tut::y in ouy In;:otm. and with constand thread o
exploding explosives, o prisoners were bwd me
on Shelr fee$ besause they had no shoes. m -

Qs Do you know the Garman ecomandey in sharge of this ?
Ae I Shink his nane wes Koch, X never sew hiam, -

Qs Ve were coee of the Auericans confined in the esmp with yow?

A. 2ud 18, ¥illiem 160 Yale Avenwe, Hatorbusy, Coma. 5/5gh. Bober
dobnson, 662 Seulh Strest, Roslindale, Esss.j ist LS, Nosiew and
1st Lb. Nestins of the State of Mashington, .

Qs Can you rwmendep additional details sonowming the matters have
* testified to in thix deposition? o

‘. Ho.
Joseph Viarren Pedsrsen, 2nd I8,
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YAt were the ecnditions ab the coneantration sanp ab Busherweld, Cermany?
s " Winn we first arvived we reseived a shower, were shaved geapletely fyva s
. bead elothing, ¥e received no shoegs Bwas tw ;.
woeks before we yeoeived shees. During Shat Sine we wore furoed 4o walk i -
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Taxe ait %wurromu Regicoal aad Convalescend uuy.ltd. men.uo c
Dater .
GQusstisas bys Wallace Catheart, Jryy Spesial Agat, 81C, KXCe '

Fisase state your m. yank, eerial nupber,
Joseph Warren Pedersen, 2nd 1A., Alr Corps, 0-809
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Judge Advooats Ocaeral's Depbrtnent’— KaF Depaptasst = . - ' ' "
Vnited States of Amsrica T
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sight, Washingten.
19 Sepbesder 1945,

- Buw Yozke iy, New Yozis.on 28 July 192,

Ehere 34 you attend scheol end whea did you
I atended school im San Fransieso,
Righ 8shool in 21939. :

Where wers you axployed befors you entered the amy? .
Bethlefien Steal Coap., Den Fransieos, Califomia, ' - -

Mad u your permanssd hone sddresa?

83

Are you nni« or single?
Marrisd,

Where are you ‘
xna-mhmmwnmwmrmnqqauymmn

Rishland Avezss, San Francives, Onlifornis.

-

Nright, Sashington.

Have you recmily been
Yes, 29 May 19A3 ab Boston,
Uss Narine

fere you held
Yo,

!h-udﬂnumromhouui.mmot‘nﬂ

Raven, " .

1 wag ahsh dows on A7 June 194h ab lows, France.

sas Frensh eivilians, X was ahle o aw
that date xmupmuwmnpmmmxmmdm_ o
at 1la lans, Prance, X was '

slothes. They Surned ms ever to the Gastapo ns, :
‘held by them in solitery podm for tum days. I was 'auann‘ :
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now stationed and wheb is your pnuns'mun‘f‘ BN

returmed 40 tho thited States from overseas?:
Nassachusetis. I was & passenges on ths .
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14 eapture usbild 25 July A94h. . .

Parpetuation of Tesdimouy of . !
Jesoph Rarves Pedersan, - i
Gerasag's cosemaireticn camp, belmean . * 2nd Ihep ALY Corpe, O-809865. .
0 ugisd S 19 Ostoler 19 . bt B T

birthplase and dabe ef bAsth, ..

as & prisonsy of way by the Oermas? K ' ;;7;"
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WAR CRIMES O F'PRID

Whe . completed this dooument
must bo olacsified as SECRET

. . P et ‘
- : DATE:/%V 29 -1 #5
YOUR NAME: / "dzng_g (/a:ﬁgj h// e
Las Fir Middlie
ANRs vl /~ gerial NO, d’O?
(1foIvilian, write word “C IvI.LInn") (Armea Poro

PERMANENT
HOME ADDRESS &~ 3 A
61ty

AT WHAT ENEMY CAMPS D’ HOSPITALS "JBRE YOU CONFINED AND YHER WDRE YOU AT EM}H?
(1f never a prisonor of wer or intornen, then state principal places you have

beon from timp to time whilg: oversess)e - ,
Jwe w/e&foﬂé’ agen & }’uc/izﬂ;yml.d A ”’/39”"7"‘&"?;?%5_
,[[/;M' Jr}u # - /"I 'Irlly /4-
/9'/,-:/1’// ﬂw_% 27 5'

- DO YOU%AVE IRY I’NFORMATION AROUT ANY ATROCITIES ACAINST, OR MISTREAT\{ENT OF

AHERIGANS, PRISONERS OF WAR, CIVILIAN ENTERNEES, OR THE GIVILIAI‘ POPULATION

FOR WHICH YOU 'mm( TIIE PERPETRATORS quom.n BB Pumsmm (Answer by statins I

YES or NO in the spaces provided bolow)s

. s coa e . [

(=) Killings or exooutions - Pl

) ~Yes or no . .
- (b) —Torture, beatings or other oruoltles Yfg < :
Yes or no ;
-(4) - muprisenfont undor impropor oconditiongesemencnscice ©oew b
Yes or no -
~~(d)~ Nasseores, wholosale looting or burning of -towng=-—-=-_ -~ _ - i
Yas or no

(e) “Use of prisoners of war on enemy military works or . - - - - i
operationg=—~--=

(£) "Exposure of prisonars of war to dangor of gunfire, -
ombing, torpedoing, or othor hatards of wares===--=

'(g) 'rranspnrtntion of prisoners of war under impropor RN

conditions - Y&f o
. . Yos or no
(h) “publie exhibition or exposure to.ridicule of pris == J -~ .
soners of war .- .YES :
' ~—fos or no
- (1) 'Fnilura to provide priaoners of war-with proper. modlealiy..  f .o+
. oere, food or quurters ———- Y E
. Yés or no '
(3), colloctive p\miehmcnt of n group for of!‘onse oi‘ othsrs
oo . "Yo_a-or—-nﬁ'—»' G
(k) tny othar atrooitios not spnoil‘ioully mentioned above or, : R
whioh you think the gullty perscns should b punished TES -
zoa BF No VS

IF ANY QUESTION I8, AWSYERED Y"S THEN STA"‘E THE FACTS BRIEFLY ON RDVERSE

-
-
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~ Name

JOSEPH PEDERSEN
b 3/ brny , CH

Cadet Class #3/1 ; Adv. Trng. Location 7 i iday 4! GH#

Combat missions [ / ; Date leaving 306th: Jume (7,194

;-\) 0

o2 nd LT

Did you fly in the Casey Jones Project?
What was your rank on leaving the 306th?

Do you know the whereabouts of any of your crew members
who are not listed in the current Association directory?
Or, do you know where they came from or where they may
have gone to college, either before or after service?

If you can provide any such information, the Secretary
will endeavor to make contact with them.

In our record updating, please list your nine digit
Zip Code Home Phone (5¢5)255 -/ 753~
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