A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - U. S. EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong 2041 Hillsdale Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Name _9y,,in £, nnumrmn, Togox USAF ﬁ(l?.e,t.i)z.e;d,)

Address p.0, Rax 642 Caataqurille, Texas 75009

Home Phone 572 . 5335.2958 Date __ Septeaber 14,1981
Occupation Employer Texas Enplouers' Insuwrance Ason.

Address 9600 Data Point, S,A,, Tx 75220Bus. Phone 572~ 596-0060 exi. 247

Service Record:

Serial No(s):75077708: AC1350108: FR 53084

Before joining 306th: J was siationed in Jceland with Company "A" of tie

S5th Enginecrs and then with the 504h Finhter Sqdn.
This unit wae equiped with P-334,

After leaving 306th: J was captured by the Cewran Air Force Air Rescue
which picked ws up in a Dornier Do 24 Fliping Boat
along with the rest of the crewnenbers.

306th Record:

Arrival date at Thurleigh Approx., 3=3-44.

Squadron or other unit 355th Bond. Sgdn.

MOs# 672 Specialty Awncker Gunner

Missions completed (and date of last) Fivel5) 3074k,

Promotions ﬂ(a} ["/Qq} aad then dinget camniaion aa nd, [ Called #c
condaaipn ozta/aw on Ja '52; 1s4 LE, Ca Regular fl?’ and then to llaior.
Decorations: wAM  ‘oics ™’ bFe “ords” S8’ & ¥R b¥™™ mm
On unusual DFCS, Silver Star and other medals I would appreciate re-
ceiving copies of the citations and an account of other details about
the incident involving the award.

(OTHER INFORMATION) : On the back of this sheet I would appreciate re-
ceiving any other information about your service with the 306th, or
about incidents or people with whom you were associated.

I would also like the opportunity to 1nspect any plctures or other
special materials which you may have in your possession relating to
the 306th. Copies of Special Orders issued by any of the units at
Thurleigh are especially helpful.

Buenr



The squadron had a shortage of gunners and osince 7 possessed an awmament MOS

(9711) 7 volunteeredito fly as a gunner. The Lirst misaion wase on Berlin and
that was on or about March 1944, (8th)



Name _ glirin Enil Naumann Addressp,0,Bgx 642, Costrauille, Tx 73000

Telephone 572 535-2858

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT )
Pilot 7 Lt. Rene C., Fix Plane # and Name 8-77(/t)

Mission Date ~_ov_/y Target 7Training Lield in’ Souwthern France

Cause of loss: AA fire Fighter attack______ Other, explain_7< iginge!
Another crewnember that w e.-'L{, down alout 30 daye after we u.d stated that a crew chief
had been caught sabotocing the planes and had been paid § I"_il': each of the planes

)

he fixed. Jn owr case we. lost the 4u,o,e,‘z, c.-’m rger An ﬂ‘_) eny 'ne, then #2 and we then :

oy La/c;ixzc_ /_‘uf'hﬂ"""‘*f" ot gear with hopes that the /JU nei chaines would come on at a lower

Atitude, e r'ze,cm,um for the Bay of Biscay and finally crashed at sea. Luckly no
Describe conditions in the plane as comp'!ete]y as you can:

Lives were Lost, J had Zlown 4 niss. Lcrw with the piloi; 1the others this was their

Lirat miosion, .'l qunner was assicned ito the Engineers positions. During laier years

when T beecane involved as a Swwival Tnstauctor and en aaged An Evasion and Escape

training; J .'-»,-'.f,JL always/the lack of faniliarization with the equipment and.lack of
remenlen

occasions whele
There were several/attempis could have leen

r

A0

Leadership shown L'r* La’:a Aircraft Commander,
nade %o escape while in the Flying Boat as well from iHoutrton, Francey Bouwrdeaux
Darnedadt, Germany

Uiillfe

)

e went down at about 7720 hor;;;zs, in the Bay of Biscay, about 60 miles wesit of’ the
‘coast of France. le were picked up at about 2030 hours. e were tdken to a c,-\..mcm.
Airn Rescue Base approx. & Kl north of Hourton. When we arrived it was very dark:
and the classic setling of LU{. 4 was ev ident, GCewnan gquard doge,spit and polish
boots, search Lh_,f*-ﬁxj and #he whole lot, There was a British Sunx:,e.L.L_n,d —f.-r/..mr Boat

also Looking for we.The pilot suggested that we throw away cur escape Lits s0 the
Gernane wouldn't ;-:e,t them.

How and where did you Teave plahe?
Crashed at sea; ball turret operator silL in the ball twwret; tailgunner sXLLL in -

A
13

tail. Wy posiiion wao to get the nodiflied rac Lio's operaiors gqun unhooked. Bomble An

.i:c;.‘t.’. bay. 7 was krocked Lreathless Ly Ainpact and had +o be helped out of radio
nosdilon by other crewmemlbers.

What happened when you got on the g;ound?
/1

Did you meet any of your crew mates? ALL suwrvived the alleged ditching and were zescured

r
tooainell.

I i t ? v -

qu wer‘e.)’?u“tr‘eated, -lf capuurEd- J'C’..f.z',{,." Ve ." b” fjiﬂ CL'L/L.CA{LIT Urr.rf_’ pwc:"‘c.af 1A U..‘!".
Darnetadt 3-371-44
D[_.l_,{_:rrr F”r"-} _r’_:{ 44

Left _,..!,«,n Luft 4=b=bd
Anviy h,ci S:a,{af XUJJ -B on !;..,.44 Easter Sunday) _
Departed Stalag 17-B on Easter Sunday 1945 and -vaefmllﬂf 5-2-45 near Bravnou, Aveiria.

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be a
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.



ALVIN E. NAUMANN

P O BOX 642 &
CASTROVILLE, TEX. E
78009

/1
pri

Dear lin, Strong;

J have }'Lex:_m.t{,g: Located the radio operator on our
crew, David/Stoddard, 24300 iorn Road,
97437, tele

Ednira, Oregon
phone # Area Code (503) 935-1716.

oo the gunner that zhet was flying as the engineer
Frank A, 7

P A J'.';':?,af,f.&?., 5(4:{;'9

I}
91367, telephone § Area

—a

Fauost Ave, Woodland Hills, Ca
Code (213) 347-7320., This was

as a resulil of your book and ithe help of Ben Phelper.

Do you have

the current address of 1ot Lt, Rene C,

Fix,
our pilot-that wert down on 3-27-447 How about Sgt. Eugene
C. Englerg?

A selfl-addressed postage paid envelope 4o attached 4o
Lacilate gour anower,

Thanking you, J remain

Joure truly,

) g%{m

Alvin E,Tlauna

lajor USAF- Retired
£s, How q:/m”b

f/_sfy% Lawneyee & Llpgoner of e Jegt4 L
7/?7/52/ 6‘75?754/ ovn @Rrivera £7 é:za/ éﬁgm @saéo&fgj e

3501 FM 600
Abilene, Texas 79601

915-676-1676

Toll Free Reservalion Service
From Texas B00-292-5200

From Other States 800-531-5900
In San Antonio 349-4141



P.0. Box 642
Castro ville,Tx 75009

£-28-82

gl

Dear Bill,

] - i e .3 ~ . —
Attached 4o a donation of 5710.00 in cash. Please
osend me the back issues of the 306th Echoes,

Thanking you, J renain

'
oA A iy
LSouls LU ..“‘.,

Muin £, Naumann

llajorn, USAF-Retired

Toll Free Reservation Service
3501 FM 600 From Texas 800-292-5200
Abilene, Texas 79601 From Other States 800-531-5900
915-676-1676 In San Antonio 349-4141



