A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., ‘Dayton, Ohio 45424

A\

1 am endecavoring to ﬁnt together a good history of the 306th I an interested in any special matoxials which you nay have,
aombardment group, an idca which has been in my mind for some - such as good photographs of personncl, battle damage, plane
years. I am working diligently on the mattez, collecting all insignia, etc, 1 am also interested in commendations {other

xinds of data and working through the official history and than the-usual Air Mcdal and DPC) you may have received,
secords of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th special stories which you may have in your possession, letters
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
director of news and information sorvices at Wright State U- documents. 1 would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,
siversity, Dayton, Ohio. 1 solicit your assistance in my pro- if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would
ject. appreciate the loan of matorials which I might copy and re-

turn to you immecdiately. I am also intercsted in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of yoars of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.

ame__Lict0M RO
50 Friend Street, Wakefield Massachusetts 01880
Address
245-3662 (617) June 10, 1975
Telephone . _.-Date

" Occupation. _Printing v EmployerJJghtmmijme
AddreSSJms_muqumssin;anﬂnLﬂhssTelePhOne__Amiﬁ?9R

Sexvice Record: - ‘ ey

~-Before joining the 306th:- - .; °.
3/41 to 10/41 -:22nd Coast Artillery, Portsmouth, N H. Pvt., PFC. Gunnery.
10/41 to 2/42 - 1st Reconnaisance Squadron, westover Field, Springfield, Mass.,
Cpl., Radio Operator., Anti- Sub patrol, B-18's, LB 30's.
2/42 to 4/42 - Ferry Command out of Boeing Plant, Seattle, Nashington, B-17s,
Sgt., Jack Fryes TWA Flying school Aibuquerkee, N. M Radio Op. B-24 s Sgt.
After leaving the 306th: ; .
6/43 to 10/43 - Gunnery Officer, 384th BG 2nd Lt.,10/43 to 6/44 - Gunnery
-officer, 92nd BG, 2nd Lt., Laredo Air Force Base, Texas, from 6/44 to 7/44,
Kingman Air Force Base, Arizona, Gunnery Range Officer:7/44 to 8/45, 1Ist Lt.

.306th Recordé

~

A:rrlval Date 5/43 : Squadron or othex unit 3§9§h

MOS, Radio Ogerator-Gunner combat Status 10/42 - 5/43

Missions Completed 25(Ammﬂ

promotions Tech Sgt. to 2nd Lt at completio'n ‘of tour;

Decoratlonsx AM 3olcs XDFC . olecs__SS__ _DSM__DSC MH __'SM

National Defense with' claSp ATO ETO, Unit Citation
X PH_4Battle Stars ‘ other

(OVER)



Oother personal data:

Married, 3 children, wife Arlene, Grandfatker.
Interested and coach Soccer, Home mechanic, clocks.
Skiing. ’

. Description of Air Missions:

' (What were the highlights. of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were therxe of
which you have special knowledge?)

Finishing the 25., and getting painted with the magic number.

Rommily Sur Seine, west of Paris, deepest penetration to date 12/20/43x42
we lost our bombardier, Lt Conrad Farr, flight engineer Ben Gordon was
also shot up, plus myself. Landed at RAF. field lands End.

The day the 306th lead navigator took us into Brest, France after hit-
ting St Nazzairg thinking it was Lands End, England. The defense held off
until we were few miles off shore. Whamo. Snuffy Smith was off our wing
the day he received MOH. '

Etc. Etc.

day Wild Bi11 Casey dropped back to cover wing for Lt Crammer (I
Ih?nk), got chewed out for dropping formation.

The day Arizona Harris kept firing as turret went below the waters of
- Bay .of Biscay, Slept in same hut with Arizona. Had duty of getting his
- belongings together. S c ‘

. Taking a 2x 4 out of ceiling of hut for fire every nite until heavy windgfinally
Any- knowledge of the whereabouts of negatives of pictures that were  collapsed it
taken by photo section after completion of tour, when we were stripped
and painted with 25s would be appreciated. Would like to find the print.

- Have-written to Washington and.-all over. The ‘print_that ‘I had gave to

~  the ‘owner of a Boston newspaper when he was visiting the 384th BG for him
to bring back in 1943 for my parents to keep. I knew it would not pass
cenceorship if mailed. It was lost when this fellow returned to Boston.

Visited all of the old bases in jolly jolly few years back. Thurleigh is
used my the Air Minstry, Poddington is a drag strip and also a place to
breed maggots for the fishing industry. Grafton Underwood buildings some
are still intdact. Most control towers are standing and being lived in.
Interesting. Had nice letter from Gen Frank Armstong few years back, he
was in Alaska. Gen Ernest Hardin just retired. Remember him when he was
1st Looie in the 369th.

Commissioned with Mike Roscbviéh,.Fayette Pé, Joe Bowles, and one

other first Gunnery Officers in AF. Interesting article in book Air Gunner
++ " by- Andrww Roobey, Stars: & Stripes S L

Collector of 8th AF books and material.
Add additional pages, if necessary
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LIGHTBOWN PRESS, INC. EFFECTIVE PRINTING 369 Congress Street

Boston, Massachuselts

02210

617 426-5228
LETTERPRESS & Wakefield
PHOTO-OFFSET 617 245-3662

1/24/78

Dear Russ:

Thanks for copy of Echoes.See Warren Borges once in awhile, talked
with Jack Howard in I11 couple of weeks ago, after seeing letter in
Echoes from Dorothy Howard regarding England trip.

Russ, regarding Search. Corresponded with or sent Parley D Small in
Packwood, Iowa a citation that I printed up for a "job" in the Fall
of 1942. His serial #37190921 was on it and he was tail gumner with
Wild Bi11 Casey. The package was not returned so presume that was

his address. Regarding CHANGES, wrote to Tiger Terry couple of weeks
ago at the address you show in your 306th Roster, that has not been
returned so presume that also is his correct address. Could be wrong.

Page 3: Banshee was Wild Bill Caseys, Sgt Bennett crew chief and nose
art was done at Westover in Fall of 42 if memory is correct. It looks
like Sgt McMahon at pilots window. I flew a couple in this one when
Caseys regular WOG, Hagemeir was on sick call. Casey was a good pilot
and on one part1cu1ar day got a good reamin for dropping back and
covering one of our cripples. He's down in FLA and a great quy. It
was #12448 and one of the original from Wendover. Little Audrey, was
Hennesseys if memory is correct, another original, Wilson Elliot was
Engineer I think. The other three remember seeing around base but
cannot fill you in too much. Needless, to say you know the significance
of the "Dinglebeery Cluster" to the AM. Noticed Frank Armstrong men-
tioned. Had a nice letter from him awhile back when he was head man
in Alaska, he was going to look me up if he came to Boston.

Freeman's book is quite up to date on aircraft identification etc.
May have some material for Mrs June Paull.

Russ, could you pick up the name of Benjamin Gordon for the record,
although deceased of 1967. Ben was our Flight Engineer on Jack Howards
crew in 1942 and 43, leaving from Wendover. Ben did 25, was wounded

on Rommily-Sur-Seine job on 12/20/42 with me. The day we lost our
Bobardier, Conrad Farr. Was commissioned as 2nd from T/Sgt and stayed
in after 45. Ben was stationed in the Pentagon when his heart failed
him during the da?ﬁEHe was Col. Had a nice note from his wife<t

Trying to think of original pilots that left Gander in Fall of 42:

Oliver, Howard, Casey, Flannagan, Johnson, Crammer,Hennessey, Spaulding,
Riordan etc. Probably missed half of them. Don't seem to function the same
as I near 60.

Russ, you all have a done a great job. How are you set for pictures?
Will Took through\my\ files for anything on Group papers prior toDec
42.

The best Ha . :
Designing Bi Legal Advertising Direct Mail
Commercial '\ng Service Social Book & Catalogue Office Forms



15 February 1978
Dear Harold:
Apprdciated your interesting comments from the last Echoes.

Thanks fer the noés on Ben Gordon. We®ll get that into the next
Echoes, psrhaps out in March, if meving into a Another house
does not through me inte too much of a tizzy,

As to your list of original pilotsee-there were 36 in all, nine
from each squadron. Three in your list were actually coepilots
at that time, who later becama first pilots,

I'm still receptive to any pictures I can get a leck at, Have
copiaed several hundred and returnsed originals to various owners.
All of the photo lab peoplae we have found have been able to come
up with good collections.

Hope you have weathered this wintry wsather. Talked tonight with
my young brother who lives in Needham, so got a first hand account
of the whole thing. I have no desire to return to my native fMich-
figan to live, The southland is the place to be. especially 1n the
winter, . :
T
Have sssn Casey and had a great talk with him, He says that is
himself in the plans window, I have one with Wilson Elliott on =
top of the plans, but we have not yet besen able to locate Elliet,:
or anything about him, N

Sincerely,



1/9/79

Bill:

While I think of it, otherwise will forget. Another for the roster.

Walter J. Ceglarski
73 Harvard Street
Dedham, MA 02026

369th - Original member from Wendover
Aircraft Mechanic

]
Régards,r

PS: Just noticed in the obits. Harold Rogers, 369th.
That must have been the Rogers that I knew in Site 7. Waist
Gunner, and took along his dog on missions. He made a small
oxygen mask for the dog. Also noticed Wiley Glass, that must
have been Capt Glass as we knew him in 42, think he was S27

Rogers was a stunt man from Hollywood. We also had a Bill
Brown who was manager of a well known theatre there in Holly-
wood., Is that the one listed in CA?



LIGHTBOWN PRESS, INC. EFFECTIVE PRINTING 369 Congress Street

Boston, Massachusetts
02210

617 426-5228
LETTERPRESS & Wakefield
PHOTO-OFFSET 617 245-3662

1/5/79

Dear Bill & Russ:

Many thanks, Echo arrived. Front page no less! You'l be spoil-
ing the '"ole" guy!

Last page first. Regarding annual "report', Please find enclosed
cash enclosed to help defray some of your costs. Your other effdts
along with Russ no doubt will be ever compensated for. A lot of
work and you both are due a "bdyuet'. Also last page pic, front
row center looks familiar in the one of Bill Flanagan, th.
Could'nt see and familiar names in new additio$.

Page 7, Arizona Harris, same hut in Site 7 and next bunk. Great
likeable guy. We were ahead of them that day and had occasion to
watch from my open radio hatch position as they dropped back, thing
Crammer was the pilot, and think that the mission was the one where
Bill casey dropped back to cover Crammer. I was with Jack Howard,
Gus Holmstrom, Brownie, Conrad Farr (KIA that mission), Ben Gordon,
Pete Pappas, Cecil Smith, Harvey Cox, May and myself. Ben Gordon
and I both WIA that day.. . Will get after following up for you

on 2 names listed in"Recently Missing..Can You Help column, Cecil
Smith & Harvey Cox. Will report back to you.

Page 3, enjoyed Jerry Eavedo's contribution which has started to
unfold a mystery that has had me wondering for quite awhile. And
that was in regard to what ever happened to Brute Bettinger and
Gus Holmstron (page 3, bold face type). Both were co-pilots when
on my tour, Gus with Jack Howard and Bettinger with Al Maresh.

Which leads me to page 2. I was saddened to see Al Maresh's death
in 1971, although I had lost track of hdm, have ofter wished that
I had got in touch. Do you have his relatives address, think he
was from Texas. And, were Holmstrom & Bettinger KIA on Oct 14, 43
or were they POWs? Enclosing postage free envelope. Last time I
talked with Jack Howard he was wondering what happened to Gus.

Page 2, please let me know if you have an address on Maresh. Warren
Borges drops into office occasionally. Do you have Lee Kesslers
street address amixkeExmxim in Canton Ohio? Remember that Wilmshaven
one in May of 43.

ol

Good to see a lot of the old gang in Washington, would like to
ponder over that questioffaire regarding 306th alone for next year.
Pete Pappas was supposed to stop in today for lunch but my girl
said he missed me by five minutes. Heard from Bill Casey at Christ
mas, he has been gnder the weather. Also heard from Jack Howard.

Regards, egt for 79,
i
A |
Designing & Binding Legal Advertising Direct Mail
Commercial Mailing Service Social Book & Catalogue Office Forms



% Jangary 1979
Dear Lighties

Glad you enjoyed the last Echoes, even if your picture made Page 1.
I thought that might get a response out of you, as it did Jerry.

Holmgtrom was KIA on the mission in question, but Bettinger was
a POW and returned. Haven't been able to locate him, although I
think 1've run his name through the VA,

Al Maresh came back on a VA list as deceased, so have no other
information than the date. He came from Texas, but I had not bsen
able to track him down there ateall.

Lee Kessler is at 170 Saratoga, NW, Canton, OH 44708,

I1f you come up with any other names, let us know. Also, do you
have any old records that might show WWII hometowns? This is the
place we have started on a great number of peopls, and sventually
found them, Its like looking for a needle in a haystack, but it
does payboff. With our gains and losses we are still at about
1100 names, Bill and 1 keep adding them, though, two or three a
week. Every so often we get a big spurt,

Nice to see you in Washington. Let us know later on what you think
of the 306th alone in '79, Some of us favor it. It would be a lot

of work for a few, but ! think everyone might have a better time -
for a hack of a lot less money.

Sincerely,

Russell A, Strong
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9 Oct 1942 1. Iille, France -
7 Nov 1942 2, Brest, France.
8 Nov 1942 3, 1ille, France.
9 Nove 1942 L. St. Nazaire, Francc.
.~ 1 Tiove 1942 5. la Pallice, France.
17 Nov, 1942 6. St Nazaire,- France.
18 Nov. 1942 7. Ia Pallice, France.

22 Nove 1942 8, Lorient, Fronce
v 23 Nove 1942 9, St. Nezaire, France. N
12 Dec. 1942 10 Rouen, Frmmce. v
. 20 Dece 1942 11 Ramilly Sur Seine, France.
30 Dece 1942 12 Loarient, Francee
3 Jan, 1943 13 St Nasaire, France.

13 Jone 1943 L Lille, France.
23 Jon. 1943 15 Lowient, France. C g
57 Jan, 1943 16 Wilhelnshaven, Gommany (/77870

4 Feb, 1943 17 Homm, Germany

2 Feb. 1943 18 Emden, Germanye
1 Fcbe . 1943 19 Dremen, Germany
16 Feb. 1943 20 3t, Nozaire, France.
. 26 Feb, 1943 21 Wilhelmshaven, Germany
27 Pebe 1943 22 Brest, Frances

;o & Mox 1943
.~ 6 Mar 1943
L~ 8 Mar 1943
12 Maxr 1943
v 13 Mar 191#3
18 Mer 1943
22 Mar 1943
.28 Mar 1943
4 Apr 1943

5 Apr 1943

v 16 Apr 1043
17 Apr 1943
1 May 1943
13- Moy 1945

Uy May 1943

15 Moy 1943
17 Moy 1943
.19 May 1943
20 Hay 1943
29 Yay 1943
11 Jmclm

1.~ 13 June 1943 45 Bremen, Gernanye
22 June 1943 J-I-G Huls,

&Ff”f'f‘

25 Larient, France.

25 Rarmes, France.

26 Ramn, Fronoce,

27 Amiens, France.

28 Vegesack, Gernany

29 Wilhelmshaven, Germany

30 Rouen, France.

31 Rotterdam, Holland.

32 Renault Plent, Paris, France.
33 Ge M. works, Antwerp, Bel,gﬂzlb
3% Lorient,

35 Bremens

36 8t. Noszaire,

37 sircralt Factories ot Mautte, Fx 2 AL

ﬁﬁal@m. i A s SR ?5-“6_,

L0 Lorimt, France.
41 Kiel, Germany,
42 Wilhelmshaven, Germanys
43 St. Naszalre, France.
L) vihlhelmshaven, Germonye

- 25 Ame 1943 47 Hanburg, Germany. -
v 26 Juno, 1943 48 Tric » France.
28 June 1943 49 St. Nazaire, France.
29 June 1943 50 Ville coublay, France.
W 7. July 1943.51 Nentes, France, 5
@Uﬂ@ gL —=>1/A0July 1943 52 Om’ ;‘mnoa. R
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, C-O-HimB=A=T O-PrL-Rr A-0-1 O-Neeh. 1 o Gugmii=0- N+ § i
NAME JLIGHI‘BOWN, HAROLD F.) GOOATAUN - __369th.Bomb.Sq, (H)
- —
] ( .
! RANK__T/Sgt. . CTOUP? _ 306th,BomboGpe(H)
|
! DUTY___ R.O. SERIAL NUMBEM 31033176 ¥
| | GROUP | INDIVID TOTAL "
ii DATE| MISSICN| LISSION ILRKS TIME! TIE
NUMBER ! MUIEER !
1942= 7/11 2 1 Brest 5:05 5:05 '
i ¥ ) 5 2 LaPallice& St. Nazaire 7:15 12:20
| 23/11 8 3 Lorient 6:30 18:50
20/12 11 L Romilly _ 5:00 23:50
1943= 4 /2 18 5 Emden 5:45 29:35
26/2 21 & Hilhelmshaven 6:00 35135
27/2 - 22 7 " Brest 5:15 40:50
4L/3 23 8 Hamm 4:10 L5:00 -
. 6/3 pIn 9 Lorient T:45 52:45 A,
! - _1/3 n " n 1:30 SL:15 .
’ 12/3 26 10 Rouen L4:35 . 58:50 w-
' 13/3 27 1l Amiens Li:35 63:25
|i 18/3 22| 12 Vegesack 6:20 | 69:45
: 22/3 29 13 Wilhelmshaven 6:15 76:00
i 28/3 30 iTA Rouen 4:30 80:30 -,
S 17/ 34 15 Lorient 6:20 86250
B . 1/5 36 16 St. Nazaire 6:50 1 93:40
i~ /s " n " 0:30 - | 94:10Q
| 1/5 n " n 2:15 - |, 96:25
L 19/5 Ll 17 Kiel 6:30 | 102:55
- 21/5 42 18 - Wilhelmshaven 6:10 | 109:05
| 29/5 43 19 St. Nazaire 6:00 1 115:05
¥ 13/6 L5 20 Breman 6:30 | 121:35
' ‘,,P 25/6 47 21 N._W. Gsrmany 5:35 127:10
’ 26/6 L8 22 Tricqueville 3:15 130:25
f 28/6 L9 23 St.. Nazaire ALQ 137:.05_
‘ L/7 oL 2k _ Nantes .\ —epreerymerreryreye | - 34800 |- W32 45 2 E
E 10/7 82 25 Caen-Carpiquet g L:3Q ° 1118:15'%"
|
|
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LIGHTBOWN PRESS, INC. EFFECTIVE PRINTING

LETTERPRESS &
PHOTO-OFFSET

January 18, 1979

Dear Russ:

Thanks for prompt response regarding lMaresh, Holmstrom &
Bettinger. Will forward info to Jack Howard and to Bill
Casey,.21so to Pete Pappas.

Russ, have contacted a2 firm in Bradford, Ohio, called
Bradford Awards, Inc., PO Box 8 in regard to ma2king up
some Fitin Bitin patches, assume they could furnish for
other squadrons if so desired. In case you should get
any inquiries. Imegine they hand paint. Cost $3.50.
Seems fair, will probably have 2 few made up and send
to some of the old gang.

Regarding building up roster. Remember a2 Commnication
man, Stephen Pisinski, 369th maintenance from Worcester,
MA, Ring a bell? Located my old 201 file in attic the
other day, will go through if for any thing that mey

be of interest to you and Bill C.

Have written to Lee Kessler. Think we may have been run-
ning about neck and neck at time of his mis-fortune., 1
have a2 feeling he started with Lille in Fall of 'L2 also.

Trying to run down the firm that is selling the fac sim
of the A-2 jacket. Saw a2 couple at Washington, also an
ad in the ROA magazine. Am interested in picking one

up so I can slip into it each time I watch Twelve O!
Clock High., For the 100th time I guess.

Sti1l1 working on the 306th 2lone ide2. You don't feel
that it mey be stretching it a little thin? Will get
back to you later, as I think about it.

Always good to hear from any of the old gang.

The best.

-

Lighty

\

Designing Binding Legal Advertising
Commercial Mailing Service Social Book & Catalogue

369 Congress Street
Boston, Massachusetts
02210

617 426-5228

Wakefield
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LIGHTBOWN PRESS, INC. EFFECTIVE PRINTING 369 Congress Street

Boston, Massachusetts

02210
617 426-5228
LETTERPRESS & Wakefield
PHOTO-OFFSET 617 245-3662
June 3, 1975
Dear Russ-
Was very much interested in your letter In Air Mail of
latest copy.
Am a pioneer of Fitin Bitin going back to Wendover Utah
started operations in early Fall of 1942. Finished with
Mike Roscovich and commissioned as Gunnery Officers in
Spring 1943. Flew next to Snuffy Smith (MOH) day he re-
ceived award over Bay Of Biscay heading into Brest.
Here is a name for you to contact: Lt Col Wm M Collins,
2973 Heatherbrae Drive, Poland Ohio 44514, he is the
306th contact man. Have s3ent him my list of names.
Could tell you plenty of stories, however lets establish
contact first.
Regards, -*
!".-‘ t"— 3
‘ﬂﬂj§d1d F iightbown
Designing Binding Legal Advertising Direct Mail

Commercial Mailing Service Social Book & Catalogue Office Forms



S June 1975

Dear Harold,

I received your letter today, and am very happy
that you have written, If I can carry this pro-
Ject through, I'l1l need all kinds of help.

I am currently researching the group monthly his-
tories, asking questions, contacting people, etc.

Ifiqure it is probably a 10-year job, but maybe
less, if everything goes well,

I have been in contact with Col, Collins, talked
with him on Li:e phone and sent him a couple of
lists of addresses, and have a start on a third,
I live on one side of Wright-Pattarson AFB and
work on the other, so there is constant exposure
to and stimulation from the base activities for
my work., ‘ -

On my way back to the office this afternoon I'll
stop at the Air Museum to try to iron out a
couple of wrinkles, Currently I am trying to es-
tablish contact with as many of the senior com-
manders as possible, partly because several of
them are not getting any younger, But I need
contacts with a wide ranges of people, so am put-
ting out feelers everywhers.

Enclosed is the form I've developed and 1'd appre-~
ciate your filling it out and returning it, and
I1'11 be in touch with you again,

. Sincerely yours,
Russell A, S5Trong

4900 Appleridge Ct.
Dayton, Ohio 45424

Y YT




25 fMay 1976

fir, Harold Lightbown
369 Congress Street
Boston, Mass, 02110

Dear Harold:

As you probably know, the 306th Bamb Group is moving ahsad
with October reunion plans here in Dayton for 1976. The
first effort in Miami last October was small, but everyone
there folt it was quite sucecessful, B

In promoting the reunion anc the formation of a 306th Asso-
ciation, ws are in need of a newsletter. I have had a lot of
experisnce in producing such things, and will at least get
it started, .

OQur problem at the moment is lack of monsy. Could we brevail
upon you to advance us a little credit for a couple of issues
of a newsletter overbthe summer? o

It would probably bes a single 84xll sheet, printed both sidees.
In about a 500 quantity, Perhaps, with a couple of halftonas,
and all sent to you camera ready. 1% leave the paper ‘selection
up to you, as you would probably be abls to use something out
of your storage. N

Then, you'd ship them back to ms or to Bill Collins in Poland,
C., for mailing, e

b
I

After the rounion at the latest we'd be able te pick up\the}R
tab, and possibly from donations to do it earlier. o

LSRN

Please let me know your thoughts on the matter at tha eariiést
possible tims, -

Sincerely yours,
Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohio 45424

513/233-8735



24 September 197-6

" Mr. Harold Lightbown
369 Congress Street
Boston, MA 02210

Dear Harold:

Can you give us the same fine treatment again?

Any paper, any ink you have avaflable and will work. I have used
one picture this time to brighten it a 1ittle bit (and I ran out
of copyl).

Both Bi11 and I have had an excellent reaction to the first issue,
and 1f satisfactory with you, I think we'll probably continue the
arrangement, very likely on a quarterly basis next year. We may
well expand it to four 8%x11 pages and things begin to move along.

Send- me 50 copies and the rest toi Wm. M. Collins, 2973 Heatherbrae
Dr., Poland, 0. 44514

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr.
Laurinburg, NC 28352

Incidentally, on the next issue I'11 have a new and Jbetter drawn
heading. Just didn't have time to get it done, but my artist will
be working on it next week.



11 February 1977

fir. Harold Lightboun
369 Congress Street
Boston, MA 02210

Dear Harold:

1 have been through & number of hundred pictures which
1 got recently from Rudy Skalak, as well as another
bunch today from another photo type, and the only thing
1 have come up with that might possible be you isbthe
one copied herein.

1f this §s it, I°'1)l be able to copy it socon and get a
print to you. But, from your description, I rather
doubt that its the one you are looking for.

1'11 have another newsletter along in a week or so.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong



LIGHTBOWN PRESS, INC. EFFECTIVE PRINTING 369 Congress Street
Boston, Massachusetts

02210
617 426-5228

LETTERPRESS & Wakefield
PHOTO-OFFSET 617 245-3662

November 29, 1976

Dear Russ:

Had a nice letter from Bill Gentle, Photo Section and
he @nclosed a photo of Roscie after his 25th. Roscie
and I along with Joe Bowles and Alan Meaux were the
first four in ETO commissioned as Gunnery Officers.
Roscie as you no doubt know was killed up in Scotland
while taking off. Joe Bowles still lives in Roanoke
m.

Russ, Bill mentioned that he sent you a box of Pictures
and was wondering if by chance the one I was looking for
was in there. He said he remembers including one of some-
one that had finished his 25th. Could you please mail to
me or make a print? Will reimburse you for any expense
and will promise to return to you.

Will continue to exhaust all leads.

» hoping to meet you personally,
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November 18, 1976

Dear Rudy:

Have written to Bill Collins and he has suggested writing to
you.

Was one of the pioneer members of the 369th of the 306th and
completed my 25 in the early spring just after Mike Roscovich.
As a matter of fact was comissioned as a Gunnery Officer with
him as first in the Eighth.

Am sending out an SOS for either a print or.neg of a picture

that was taken by Photo Section, as was the custom to strip us

to the waist and paint us with that famous vellow GL paint that
was so common. I was given a print and made the mistake of giving
it to a VIP newspaper owner from Boston that was touring the bases.
He was to bring it home and contact my folks so they could pick it
up. It would not have passed cencorship at the time, thats why I
did not mail it myself for it was taken beside a B-17.

I cherished that picture. Is there any possibility of negs being
available after all this time?

Any help would be much appreciated.

306th - 1942-43

384th - 1943-44 - .

92nd - 1944 ﬂm,a( & Gl | TArgans & e O
/ /
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February 16 1977

Dear Russ:

WHAT A SURPRISE! After 34 years of searching for the long
lost Pic. That skinny kid on the left with the happy grin
is yours truly. My next job is to place the name of the
other happy 25'r.

Can even remember painting ''the buxom lady' on the nose in
the dusk of the countryside.

Although I sent this pic home (via the Boston Newspaper
Owner, who lost it -- or sometimes I wonder whether it is
in their morgue file) you can see that there was a good
chance of censorship confiscation showing the nose armament.
As you remember at that time we were weak up front on head-

on attacks. Although commisioned as Lt at that time, and less
chance of censorship, I still thoughiit would arrive safely
home to US via the Boston Globe owner. However, it was a sorry
day. ““

_MANY, MANY thanks for your efforts. Am anxious to make up
some enlarged prints and get one under glass to show my
grand-children.

Looking forward with anticipation. Any expense, please let

Designing Binding Legal Advertising Direct Mail
Commercial Mailing Service Social Book & Catalogue Office Forms



16 March 1977

¥r. Harold Lightbown
369 Congress 3t.
Boston, NA 02210

Dear Harold:

Here it is at last. I just ram iato tims problems and
couldn't get the thing out of the way.

Iet's do 800 coplee, and send me 50, and the rest to
Bill Collins. Return the pictures to me. Also the o-

riginal copy.

I have made copy negatives of the phbbes I got from
Skalak, and will try in the next wesk to het a nlce
print off to you of your 25th,

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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8/7/78
Dear Bill:

Always look forward to Echoes. A great effort by all con-
cerned and a lot of work for you both.

You no doubt are saying, instead of verbal bouquets, '"why
doesn't he contribute a little help" (Enclosed $10.00).
Wish it was $100.00. Chalk it up as dues or whatever.

Looking forward to Washington "mission". Bill, a formal
banquet I most certainly would attend, however, please
put me in for a "weak' vote.

While cleaning out a desk drawer not too long ago ran
across a few extra copies of a "keepsake' that 1 put
together for Caseys gang on that November day that you
have mention in last Echoes. If it is something that you
would like to add to your memorabilia, OK, if not heave
into ''deep 6" file.

Have a lead on Mike Zinkovich, bomb-aimer on Jack How-
ards crew. Will try to track him down for you, to add
to your list.

Was surprised not to see Howard or Maizewski's name in-
cluded in Chicago reunion. I thought that was a must for
both. Hoperthat they are well.

expect in Washington from 306th?

igni indi i Direct Mail
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6/12/79

Dear Russ:

Back in July Echo's you ran an excerpt from First of the Many,
regardlng the "job" on November 27, 1942, pertaining to Wild Bill
Casey's crew. Hagemeir, casey's regular ROG was on sick call and
I was "elected" to fill in for him.

Please find a copy of a memento that I had made up a few years
back and sent to the gang listed, as a keepsake. Thought you might
like to have it for your files.

Phone rang last Sunday nite around 10, and who is it but Casey's
wife down in Florida. She said '"ole Case'" and her were lying in
bed and Case said, "let's call Lighty". I had sent him a '"fitin
bitin" patch framed up, also sent one to Jack Howard and Pete
Pappas.

Have written to Charlie Schoolfield regarding that Black Thursday
episode, for that was the day Gus Holmstrom and Brute Bettinger
went down. Holmstrom was our co-pilot along with Jack Howard, piloy,
until he got his own crew. Bettinger was co-pilot for us when Javk
Howard went back to States. Al Marrish was our pilot. I am very
much interested in the fate of these two fwllows. Do you know if
they were POW's or KIA? Bert Perlmutter who used to live in Long

Island NY was also commissioned as Gunnery Officer, now living in
Florida.

Please, anyhelp I can give yourself, or Bill Collins regarding
contavts, let me know. Am working on a couple of others that I
know about. {/’,

Re 8, gt

=

{/f KrA/Pow g
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29 June 1979

Dear Lighty:s

In answer to your letter of June 12, I'm just back from a research
trip to California, and located sevembl long, lost types, include
ing Gus Holmstrom,

My missing air crew report incidicated that Holmstrom was killed,
so 1'd naver made any effort to locate him, But, when 1 was in
Glandale, I located Bob Seslos, who went down 5 Apr 43 over Ant-
werp, and he said he®d seen Gus,

I located Gus in Canoga Park, 23338 Schoenborn St., and talked with
him on the phone, I'm sure he'd be glad to hear from you,

When passing through Bakersfield 1 stopped and tried to check on
Bettinger, but ran into a stons mall. Jack Howard is on our list
and Al Marish is dead,

On my travels I saw such as Del Wilson, J. W. Wilson, Mack McKay,
Al LaChasse, Seelos, John ficKee, stc, It was a great trip and I
had a torrific time talking with these and about 20 others.

Sincersely yours,
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9/5/79

Dear Russ:
Great talking with you last evening.

Tried Pete at 7:00 AM this morning at work, girl said he was in
Europe on trip, so, left message for call back when he returns.

This past long weekend while up to lake, got into paperback copy
of Flying Forts, Martin Caidin, Ballantine War Book. Action stories
on both ETO & PTO and first chapter was on Jay Zeamer CMH from MA
here. A few years back, had a call from a Lt Col Fredette, was in
the area from Washington and writing history on CMH winners. He

had heard that we were alongside Snuffy that day over Bay of Bis-
cay, after St. Nazaire and was looking for any helpful information.
Met this Zeamer, along with Fredette at nearby hotel, and had a
good evening chatting.

What I am leading up to is this. It might be worth while picking
up this fellows name for your files.

Lt. Col. R. H. Fredette(Ret)
Hq. USAF (CHO)
Washington, DC 20330

O0ffice of Air Force History
Forestal Building
Independence Avenue (Opposite Smithsonian)
/
Who knows, might have jinfo on 306th that he picked up along the
ay: :
way 3
Throwing this in for what it is worth, have to do things while
fresh in_pw mind, otherwise forget.
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2/5/80 7:30 AM ;
M‘fﬁ

Dear Bill & Russ:

First of all please find enclosed check to help start the year
off.Received Echos yesterday, Everything in the office stops!
Warren Borges was in yesterday, we do the printing for the Amer-
ican Welding Society, of which he is active. He's a'hot ticket,
and I kid him about his pamphlet dropping missions ("After the
war was over"). I ask him where he was in "42 & '43. Just phoned
Pete Pappas at his plant to try and get identification on one of
the gunners shown in Riordans crew, however, he got home late last
evening and didn't get'a chance to read his copy.

OK: lets see if I can be of some help, regarding latest Echo's!
Your statistics on original crews was dynamite! A lot of effort
for both of you in compiling. You both deserve a lot of credit.
On page 5 - Youree's crew. That has_to be Roscy kneeling in front
at left. My buddy, along woth Joe Bowles & Alan Meaux, when the
four of us Was commissioned as Gunnery Officers. Underneath is
Checks gang, and my memory is foggy on just which one he was KIA
on. However, I recall the action, for I had a good view of the
423rds formation, for they were off a 1ittle to our left and a
Tittle higher. If I recall we were going in when he got it, his
copilot must have been burdened with the complete job. Check caught
a 20M.on a frontal attack I think. lNext page - Hennessys, that
is Krijak, third from right, he was a R0OG, and also in Sjte 7 (On
the KBSCe village road). You 1ist a Houx, that was Pappy, in our
barracks or hut, and was quite old, at 38. He was 'Nubbins' Highams
close friend, and their pet expression when the CQ shone the "torch"
in our eyes was'"wake up and p---, the worlds on fire!" I dont

see Pappy Houx pictured with Hennessys crew. Higham flew quite a
few missions with us as the 10th, as wait qunner along with Cecil
"Smitty" Smith. Next pic down - Riordans (Rip)Back row right, is
Schultzie Shultz ROG, in our hut at Site 7, front row right is
"Little Bit,, ball turret, next is Holloway (real southerner),
next comes Owens and then I think it is Santoro who you do nct
list for I think he was the Engineer. The name Herman Albert is

a complete blank for me. That takes care of Riordans crew. How- 2
ever if you ever hear from Rip (and it is strange that vou don't) 7

for he is still around somewhere. I guess some people Tike to
forget the past. Bottom pic - Mac MacMahon kneeling front left, .
Steve Sténson, ROG, our hut Site 7 next. Now, a question for you." -
Can anyone identify the one on the right, back row, Johnsons

crew? For I feel sure that is the fellow pictured with me, the

day we finished and painted with 25's. At first I thought the
ginner pictured was Tipton, but dom't think so.
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2
To update your stats on center spread -,Howards crew. When did ifi///
Jack Howard become POW?2?2??? Ben Gordon, Harvie 'Coxie Cox, and F%fL

myself, all wounded 12/20/42 over Rommilly,. Anderson as I recall '~
flew two or three and then was replaced by Brown (Brownie) If

I recall there was something pertaining to Anderson and the idea

of bombing , and the idea of relatives being on the Continent.

Your stats have cleared up a Tot of mysteries on what happened
to various people. You often wonder who made it, and who didn'%.

As I peruse the paper further, and if I can help on any other
identificatiop will send along.

—_—

both,

/ Feeling old! 62 today. Unbeleivable!
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16 fMarch 1980

Dear Lighty,

Thanks much for the comments which you sent along following the
last issue of Echoes. :

According to responses, the only real mistake 1 made on those
315 names was Jack Howard. He did not bacome a POW, but was re-
turned to the States along with Mack McKay after 16 missions,

That was kind of fun to do, and certainly got a lot of commaent
from a lot of people, clearing up mysteries along the way.

I've got another long list in the April issue, one in which 1}
hope you, joe Bowles and others can clsar up a bunch of missing
names, It may tax memories a bit, but it ought to clear the re-
cord,

Thanks for writing,



T
Qy & CAMP CURTIS GUILD SQUADRON
CIVIL AIR PATROL

AUXILIARY OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

NATIONAL GUARD TRAINING CENTER * READING. MASSACHUSETTS - 01867

MEETING: MAILING ADDRESS:
WEDN‘izI;R:oFJ"::INGS Ej $:EH fﬁ: E :EE? :
50 Friend Street
Wakefield, MA 01880

25 February 1981

Mr. Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Russ & Bill:

Great! One of the better issues, especially page 7 showing the
labors of Brownie (Navigator) and myself - Piccadilly Commando.
Never could figure out whether 2 C's or L's. Think we put an ex-
tra C in. Never could paint or draw "feet", that's why I cut them
off, however, other parts of the anatomy never seemed to give any
trouble. Which is the "bomb?"

Could you give me address of John N Cole in Maine? Didn't have any
luck in our National list of newspapers. This had to be the same
A-2 jacket that I saw on a young girl one day passing through the
lobby of the First National Bank in Boston. I couldn't help stop-
ping her myself and asking the origin of the jacket. She informed
me that a friend had given it to her a few years back. If the old
A-2 could only talk.

Wish they would let the issue regarding the long winded speeches
"die a natural death." I think one of the main gripes, was the fact
that we had a 20 piece orchestra waiting to play some good music,
and we didn't get started until after 11;30 p.m. I am sure they
paid a good fee for that band. I know this was the main gripe of
my own "bride". By Saturday evening think most had had all the
speeches and speakers they wanted. Frankly, as for myself I had
gone out to the "latrine", when I came back couldn't get back in
again through the ballroom door, along with others we were held
back by one of the hotel employees.

Col. Terry married the niece of the innkeeper at the Falcon. Jack
Howard or Bill Casey should be able to fill in the missing info.

Andy Rooney & Bud Hutton wrote a book "Air Gunner", out of print,
chapter on Roscy and Arizona H. in it. Wrote to Andy R. about a
year ago regarding the book and availability, however never did
get an answer. Didn't have any luck in local K-Marts on B-1% book,
will keep looking. Pete Pappas phoned the other nife after getting
Echoes, he also was very pleased with issue. ¢

/8-

I really ramble on, will write again soon.

~”



27 February 1981

Dear Lighty:

Nice to get your letter today, and because I'm on the road
so much of late (which eats into by book finishing time) 1°11
answer immediately. :

I first became aware of Cole when my Needham-living brother
sent me that A-2 column. I also have another that deals with
the 8th 1°'1l1 use some day. Simpsons Point Road, Box 3137,
Brunswick, ME 04011 is the address we have for Cole on our
mailing 1ist for Echoes. He does write some good stuff, and
I think others have probably appreciated the A-2 piece. The
ngxt one is on a mission to Bremen, which he did not want to
fly.

If you have a copier in your place and really want "Air Gunner,"
borrow it from the Boston library, or have them get it on an
iter-library loan and copy it. That's the way I got mine, and
then in my bookbinding hobby, I put it all in a hard cover,
Should have had it with me in NYC when I went to see Rooney.,

You might also look in book stores for that B-17 book that
K-Mart sells. I saw.it in the remainder section of Kroch and
Brantano®s in Chicago right after I bought mine at K-Mart.

Same book, and the remainder price was about the same as K-Mart,
If you still bat mero, let me know and I°'ll pick up one for..you
if I can,. ' B

Enjoyed the rambling with you.
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A SPE e o ic
ECIAL AWARD for ‘‘outstanding service' is presented to First Lt. Harold

F. Lightbown of 50 Friend i
i ¢ st, Wakefield (right), for his conti ibuti
€ area squadron of the Civil Air Patrol headquartered ];l“:i‘l:ler:ilsu(l‘llll::ll'i? l(;‘:lrill:lo

Reading. Making the pr
: esent 5 x I j
I okl gt P n ation)is Squadron Commander Major Joseph Grillo

! <

| READING — In special
awards ceremonies recently,
the. Camp Curtis Guild
Bquadron of the Civil Air
{ Patrol, a United States Air
Force Auxiliary Unit, presented
a special *‘thank you™ trophy to
First Lt. Harold Lightbown of
Wakefield for his continued sup-
port and assistance, The award
was presented by Major Joseph
Grillo, Squadron Commander.
First Lt. Lightbown is a resi-
. dent of 50 Friend st,

[

Other awards presented were
lo First Lt, James Pillsbury of
, North Reading _ (formerly of
Wakefield) for outstanding ser-
vice to the Cadet Squadron.

Several Cadets also qualified
for awards and citations in-
cluding Cadet Shaun Sullivan of
Melrose who was presented the
/Mitchell Award which marks

p !(g

Special Award By CAP
 Presented Harold Lightbown

R D,

the half way point in a Cadet’s
career. Cadet Sullivan is the
first member of the Camp Cur-
tis Guild Squadron to qualify for
this award in the Squadron’s
short three year history.

Other awards and citations

presented to Cadets were as
follows: Cadet Recruiter Rib-
bon to David Stables and Joseph
Lovati, two Bronze Clasps to
William Ford, Cadet Advisory'
Council to David Staples, and
Shaun Sullivan, Red Service
Ribbon for two years service to
David Martin and David Sta-
ples, Curry Ribbon and Unit
Citation to Kurt Barrett, and
the Arnold Ribbon to Edward
Pigott and Tony Zagarella.

Model Rocketry Badges were
also presented to Cadets Alan
Camuso, Shaun Sullivan and
David Martin.

/

o

C’KQS‘/AL?

S Coopres

224
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6 August 1982
0900 hrs.

Dr. Tmmaxmel J. Klette
Us Rep Office
AP0 New York NY 09038

Dear “Manny":

There is not much doubt in my mind that you will recall my
name, however, after just reading the interesting chapter
from Freeman's latest, could not resist getting a few lines
off. Stopped off last week at Luray Caverns, VA to say hello
to Jerry Cavedo and he gave me Xerox.

Went over with Jack Howard as FOG, flew with Wild Bill Casey
on three or four, starting with first in Fall of '42. Al Maresh
and Brute Bettinger took over our crew after 16 or so, when

Gus Holmstrom took over his own crew. Jack Howard went back

to States and T went the route with Marish (deceased).

I knew Daley cuit> well from Site 7, and was on that St. Naz-
aire run (one of many) that day. Remember, as we cut cff on
the next hard stand, walking over to your airplane as they
lifted Daley out. One thing that is very vivid in my mind,

is the fact that Daley' hair had gone completely white.

You most certainly are to be commended on your extended tours.
I don't mind telling you, I had no plans on ever finishing the
25, when they finally determined a mmber. 2nd to reach the
figure of 91 is sirply amazing. My hat is off to you sir!

Joe Bowles, Reygie Harris, Roscy and mysel{ were commissioned
as Gunnery Officers and asach went his merry way. Koscy was
killed in Scotland as you no doubt realize.

Was down to Merphis a oouple of weeks ago ard dined at 9lst
Bomb Group restuarant. Tiger Terry's picture was on wall along
with @ lot of other mementos. 306th has one in Orlando FL. I
respected Terry a great deal, and thought he was a great asset
fraom what we had.

Rather doubtful on this letter arriving, due to my old address

from joy hearing from you, and will sent alorg
a
) PS: Visited with Joe Bowles
axds, & wife, also phcned “Doc*
; Charlie Flannagan in Tell
F. City, Indiama from W. VA.
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13 August 1982
0700 Hours

Dear Russ:

Trust this finds you in good health. Everything well here in
Boston, although it is taking more courage each morning to
face the mirror.

Last couple of weeks, the southern-west bit, stopping offat
clock museum in Columia, PA, visit with Kermit Cavedo at Luray
Caverns, VA & wonderful evening with Joe & Frances Bowles in
Roanoke. Took a couple of books down for Joe's signature, Air
Gunner, Sgts Andy Rooney & Hutton, 1943. Great chapters on
Roscy & Arizona. Had letter from Andy Rooney short while back
(copy enclosed) . We have here in Framingham, MA a young fellow
of about 35, who has about the most complete collection of 8th
AF, and other material I have ever seen. Even to a complete
Bendix ball turret on a trailer that he tows around and sets
up at shopping malls etc. Had it shipped up from a "bone yard"
down in Texas. We just got through working an Air Show together
at Plum Island Airport. I had the CAP cadets and we set up a
recruiting booth. No tower, so they were directing traffic on
apron and flight line. This fellow has complete manedin setups
of German and RAF flight outfits, also USAF. He has given me

a lapel pin that is quite unusual, 3 dimensional of 8thAF in-
signia. :

Did the Worlds Fair and grand ole opry bit, Elvis's Graceland
at Memphis and a wonderful dinner with another couple at the
91st Bomb CGroup Restaurant, at Memphis airport, complete with
old bikes at front doo#;, couple of "meat wagons", sentry box
and wooden lift gate also a beat up C47. The "belle" was in
a hangar across the field being restored so did not see it.
Restaurant was filled with interesting 8th memorabilia, pic-
ture of Tiger Terry, and I didn't realize that he had gone to
the 91st after I left 306th. They run a tape through ceiling
speakers etc of a veteran crewman conversing with one of the
"new johns", telling him of the pitfalls of typical mission.

Phoned Charlie "Doc" Flannagan over at Tell City from Eliza-
bethtown, W VA, chatted at his office. Come to find out he had
a patient in chair. Can visualize someone sitting there with
a mouthful of cotton while we talked.

Russ, I quess if XKermit can order two books on 306th, I should
be getting at least one. Please find check enclosed. The best
to yourself,nand Bill C. Always enjoy Echo's, and it gets first
rning business mail.

Designing =7
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6 August 1982
0900 hrs.

r. Impamnual J. Hlette
Us Rep Offlice
APD Naw York WY 09038

Dear Moy

There is not wuch doubt in my mind that you will recall my
name, howevar, after just .mjmg the interesting chapter
from Freaman's latest, could not resist getting a few lines

off. Stopped off last week <t Luray Caverns, VA to say hello
to Jerry Cavedc and be gave ue Aexox.

Renit over with Jack howare as 06, flew with Wild Bill Caseg
on three or jour, starting with first in Fall of '42. Al Maresh
ars! Brute Bettinger won over our cxew alter 16 ox so, when
Gus Helmstrom tock over his ovn crew. Jack Howaxd went back

to States and ! went tae route with Marish (deceased) .

T knew Dalev auite 11 fraw Site 7, and was on that St. Naz-
alre ran 145 ; atyy) that iaye. Resoemier, as we cut off on
the neyt hare stared, walhing over to your airplane as they
lifted imley out. une thing that is very vivid in my mind,

is the fact thal v ©one onpletely white,

_ ] : b commenced on your extended tours.
I et re telling vou; I had no plans on ever firdal

25, wien they £inally determined a mumber. And to reach the
Figureoof 91 18 simply amwzing. 5y hat is off to you zird

les, ¥ larris, Foscy and myself were commissicned

Joe Rowl ’
ag Oumery Officers and each went his merry way. Poscy was

xilled in Scotdanxl as you no GOULT realize.

Was dowrn to Memyd wle of woeks ago and dined at 918t
Som Grogp rastuarant. _j or Terry's picture was on wall along
with a lot of cther mementos, 306th has one in Griandc FlL. T
respected Terry a great deal, ard thowht he was a great asset
oo what

_;r{

rather doubtful on this letter arriving, due to my old address
froan EX‘.hD‘ Would enjoy hearing from you, and will sent alongy

- ﬂ:mv'/o Jorry i. ._ ’,’
Bf£" (j’,pd r'c'ﬂr"

f@nw/{* r?;ﬁ!&?m
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With during any one periocd. Friends get lost, mova lttr ¥
01 Somehow digavpesr into the distance and their 1?10&‘!&1!
ie Just a pleasant memory. Im not lost and I havent ;:f: *7
disappeared and because of my relative well-knowxnasﬁi,

people can fiud me. You forget you make so many fridﬁda.
It's a constant rleasure end perhaps the nicest thing thafﬁ*
comes wWith my work,., If it were not for the guilt fanltng‘%‘

&
.3‘,

N

I live with over not having dons more sbout reaetabliahing
those old friendships, it would be blissful.

iy daaghter, Emily, wor1@ for WCVB in Boston and
if I get up there to see her, L1l eall youa. I may be

wealk on the Harold bat Ive never forgotten the Lightbown.
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27 August 1984
Dear Russ:

Always good to hear from you. The attached addresses for
Smitty & Coxie I feel are current. Have written to them
hoping they will try and make Ft Worth. Wyndom Haynes is
now 7601 Canyon Ct, Tampa FL 33615 (1-813-886-3541).

Met with Lee Kessler last sumer in Boston. 2m hoping that
he will make it this Fall. Pete & Harriet Pappas are plan-
ning on going. Think reservations are in. Phoned Jack How-
ard & Bill Casey a couple of weeks ago, trying to drum up
a few more attendees. Wrote to Parley Small, Alan Meaux,
Jerry Cavedo and a few others. It would be great to see
them once more. Sorry to hear about "Snuffy", didn't real-
ize he was in his seventies. Was he thirty or thirty-one
in that picture being decorated? Didn't look it. We were
off his wing that day, with the foul-up at Brest. Not sure
whether I was with Bill Casey or our reqular, Al Mafish,
who had taken over Jack Howards crew.

Also wrote to Charlie "Doc" Flannagan & Dolores (spell?) in
Tell City, hoping he will make it. We had a good time in
Orlando and the wives hit it off well. He goes hunting every
year ot west around October sometime, perhaps it won' con-
flict this year.

The best to Bill Collins if you are talking with him. Hope
to see you allfin Ft Worth.

The best 11,

Designing Direct Mail Legal Advertising Binding "
Com?nercial Office Forms Social Book & Catalogue Mailing Service
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4/4/85

Dear Russ:

Your recognition, news-wise, was long overdue. Enjoy Echoes
and look forward to each issue, only wish could be more help
to you and Bill., for you both are "worth more money!"

As you can see "Fitin Bitin lives on" here in MA way. Have had
a lot of comment and questions on the 306th, and have come up
with a stock answer, that it was a "famous Group in WWII. The
younger generation ask what was WWII? Pete Pappas got a great
kick making up the plate and fortunately we are on a one plate
system here in MA.

Russ, that Seren O. Preus (MA) came from Arlenes home town of
Stoneham, MA. Have looked up last name, but no longer any kin-
folk there. I was in the old First Reco. Squadron with him fly-
ing out of Westover in 1941, Douglas B-18's on sub patrol. We
all took off by troop train in 1/42, after Pearl Harbor for
Pendleton OR. Remember him at Pendleton, but lost track after
they shipped me to Fack Fryes (TWA) Flying School (B-24-s) at
Albuquergue (Spell., terrible). I could be wrong, however don't
think he ended up in 306th.

Recent mailing from 92nd B.G. states they are going to B-17,
Seattle Open House, along with other Groups. Pete Pappas may
go, however I am not sure, for can't make them all.

Still trying to sell out and retire. Want to buy a printing
plant?

Any old volumes around on Echoes? I used to send along my
copies to other people after reading, now am sorry didn't
keep them. MlssuugVol4 1,2,3, & 4. Hol 3, 2.3, & 4.

-VQJF-E-F—B vol 1, 1,2, & 3.
Just noticed there are 2 #2's for Vol 2, All set on Vol 2.

-~

The best to you Russ,//ami say hello to Bill.
Am enclosing a donation for Echoes.

Lighty / ¢

Designing -~ Direct Mail Legal Advertising Binding
Commercial Office Forms Social Book & Catalogue Mailing Service



23 September 1985

Yir. ¥W. Raymond Vood
1801 Ridgemont
Columhia, MO €5203

Dear Raymond:

1 read with interest your letter in Air Force, Air Mail section,

of Scptember issue. I did not know your brother, for I had left
the 369th by October, 1943.

Looking through the names of crewmen that you had listed, I find -
a James F. Montana, 720 Winston, Melrose Park, IL 60160. If you
write, or contact him he no doubt could help you regarding your
brother. ‘

An interesting note is the fact that George "Brute'" Bettinger,
was our co-pilot, along with Al "Tex" Marrish pilot in the spring
of 1943. 'le took the crew over from Jack YMoward, who returned to
the states after corpleting somcvwhere around 15 missions. The
aircraft was named the "Piccadilly Commando. Al Marrish has been
listed as deceased in Croup records, as of 1971. Am not sure if
this is the year he died or th: year it was confirmed. Bettinger
is not listed in 306th directorvy and would he interested in his
locale, if he is still around. arrish and Bettinrer made a great
pair and was always very confident with them up front.

If you contact Nussell A. Strong, 2041 Hillsdale, Xalamazoo, Ml
49007, who is very close to all persomnel, he might be able to
throw more lipht on the situation. The other crewmen listed are

noi in fthe 70 th directory.

b rf I your endeavor.
\ 5 "'! ’

S
<i4tolé F. Lightbown
§@JFriend Street
Wakefield, ¥MA 01880




23 September 1985

Mr Earl Saunders
13452 Gable Hill Drive
Sun City West, AR 85375

Dear Earl:

Your lettin in September Air Fofce magazine caught my eye
pertaining to the 369th. Some of the crewmen listed are in
the 306th directory. It is quite possible you are not aware
that there is a very active 306th Historical Society. Latest
reunion was just a few weeks ago at Colorado Springs.
Suggest you(¢ontact Russell A Strong, 2041 Hillsdale, Kalamazoo
MI 49097, who is right on top of personnel. He can also help
regarding membership, for you should be on the roles.
P

The hest of ‘luck,

VN

LA

-

~Y

\
Harold) F Lightbown
306th Bomb Group
369th Bomb Sqdn
50 Friend Street
Wakefield, MA 01880



1 August 1985

Mr. Earl R, Saunders
13452 Cable Hill Drive
Sun City West, AR 85375

Dear Earl:

iy eyes open up, when catching the 306th in 2 publicatica.

ecent Air Force, August issue you mentioned a contact for the
Group. There has been, for a few years now an association, which
has grown to many members. Therc is a reunion slated for September
at Colorado Springs. This should be a good ome to attend, living in
Arizona.

Your 306th contact is:

Mr Russell A Strong
041 Hillsdale

-
Kalamazoo MI 49007

He will be pleased, I know, to piwkvyou up on the roster.

Good 1luck.

llarold F Lightbown
50 Friend Strect /

A EA

Wakefield, MA 01880

PS: Also former member of "Fitin Bitin"




A SPECIAL AWARD for ‘‘outstandi
5‘; Lightbown of 50 Friend st, Wakefie
o € area squadron of the Civil Air-Pa
feadmg. Making the presentation is
of Melrose. (Photo by Don Young)

service’’ is presented to First Lt. Harolci'-
d (right), for:His continued contribution to-
trol headquartered at Camp Curlis Guild,
Squ_adrqq Cqmmapr_lqr_ Major Joseph Grillo

N

i Weat ;
READING .— ‘In special
awards ceremonies recently,

4 the. Camp Curtis Guild
‘Bquadron of  the Civil "Air:
Patrol, a United States Air.

Force Auxiliary Unit, presented
:_ special
First Lt.
- Wakefield for his continued sup-
‘port.and assistance. The award’
was presented by Major Joseph
Grillo, Squadron Commander.
“First Lt. Lightbown is a resi-
. dent of 50 Friendst.

| Other awards presented were

Wakefield) for outstanding ser-

* ice to the Cadet Squadron. . .

| Several Cadets also qualified .
for awards and citations, in--

{cluding Cadet Shaun Sullivan of

OS=

4

“thank you' trophy to__
Harold Lightbown of

~lo!First' Lt. James Pillsbury of
North’ Reading _(formerly of =

O ? \_*

Special AwardBy CAP:> 1 -
_Presented Harold Lightbown

the balf way point in & Cadet’s
career, Cadet Sullivan is the

-first member of the Camp Cur-";

tis Guild Squadron to qualify for
this award in the Squadron's
short three year history. . * _’

Other awards and’ citations’
presented to Cadets were as.
follows: Cadet Recruiter Rib- '
bon to David Stables and Joseph
Lovati; two Bronze Clasps to-
william Ford, Cadet Advisory’
Council to David Staples, and"

“ Shaun Sullivan, Red. Service!
¢ Ribbon for two years service to

David Martin and David Sta-:
ples, Curry Ribbon and Unit-
Citation ‘to Kurt Barrett, and’

| the' Arnold: Ribbon to: Edward
_ Pigott and Tony Zagarella: .
1.0k ! -

Model Rocketry Badges were:
also presented to, Cadets Alan

_[Melrose who was presented the - Camuso, Shaun Sullivan -and-
“IMitchell-Award which .marks David Martin. i/ if «e; vess o0
éﬁdﬁ‘" CJf;QSFo’( B ‘gA’gGM MA
| =wvasob 9 ({96@05@?{:_
; =puca (o (9] = ':) _\_,__ NENC

S \g}p(\@od) L ooEs qe~"T

}\lk@(f M(_’N GV o)



8/11/86

Russ:

Please send along a copy of F.0.G.
Have had Boves issue of F.0.G. for
years and was under impression it
was a re-print until I glanced at
Pete Pappas's copy last Sat eve.
Personalize title page if you so
desire. Looking forward to Dayton
& we can be more '"newsy"

The best, as always,

Lighty

Oz






P

17 August 1986

Dear Lightie:

You must have missed all the explanations five years ago that
this "First Over Germany' was a different book from the first
"First Over Germany."

It was Art Bove who first suggested that I use the same title
again. I thought about it for several months and could not

come up with anything I through even approached it, so I used
the same title. His copyright- had long before run out, so that
was no problem.

Ehe only serious problem is that it has confused some people.

Your copy went in the mail Friday, so it ought to be arriving
shortly.

I have a first edition copy in mint condition of "First of the
Many", and when I returned to the States in '45 bought a copy

of the Redding and Leyshon book, "Skyways to Berlin.” It also

has much early stuff on the 306th in it, some stories which I

have copied in Echoes.

Shortly in Echoes I am going to run the names and authors of
several books. Many of them are out of print, but can easily
be obtained as interOlibrary loans, an inexpensive way to get
to read some hard-to-find books. Currently am reading the new
biography on Eaker, and there is a new one on LeMay. Also, on
vacation enjoyed the paperback "The Hunt for Red October." It
is a modern thriller.

Look forward to seeing you in Dayton.

All the best,



DR MloWmTY B AW N TEL. 245-3602 426-5228
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FIFTY FRIEND STREET WAKEFIELD, MASs. 01880
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4/8/87
] Carroll -

Please dump the enclosed into the "kitty", wish it were more, however "all
grist for the mill" I assume. Gen Rader phoned last week, regarding printing
for reunion, however, have sold my plant in Boston, and have just held onto
E@ﬁéﬁ? a few of the larger better accounts and have tied in with another firm. Work

mostly at office at home, along with shop in basement (Horology). Pete Pappas
phoned this evening and he had gotten together with Jack and Dorothy Howard
in FL. Both planning for Washington. My Arlene retires next week for good.
Always enjoy seeing "you and Yours" at reunions. Stay healthy, /and the very
best to all. jé;

Regards, Lighty g
MEMRER OF AWI MEMBER OF NAWOCC '7
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1/1/89

Lightbown, Harold F.
50 Friend Street (617) 245-3662
Wakefield, MA 01880

2/5/18 Arlene

MIT (Eves) 1939, 1940

Lightbown Press, Inc., President & Treasurer nié%lved 1986 Boston, MA
Touchmark, Inc., Broker & Consultant, 1986 to date Boston, MA
Tic Toc Timery, Clock Repair, 1974 to date Wakefield, MA

Joined 1975 (?7)

Attended: Ft Worth, Colorado Springs, Dayton, Washington, Las Vegas (306th)
Washington, Orlado (8th)

02044620 - Comm. 369th Radio Operator (ROG) & Gunnery Officer

31033176 - Enlist.

June

May, 1942 Jack Howards (Assign) also Tex Marish's who took over Howards
crew when Howard went back to States, also flew 5 or 6 with
Bill Casey

Departed: 7/43 2nd Lt.

384th BG - Gunnery Officer & 92nd BG - Gunnery Officer

lst Lt.
Gunnery Range Officer,/Kingman AFB, AR 1844-45, Massachusetts Air National Guard,
Communications Officer Massachusetts Wing, Civil Air Patrol, 1978 to date

Most memrable: Would have to be that day in July, upon completion of the 25,
stripped down and painted with the 25's, or the Rommilley, 12/20/42 when we
lost Lt Farr and Be''Gordon, To" Turret and myself managed to get in the way of
20 MM's, also when we started to let down at Brest, thinking it was Lands End.
Most humerous: We couldn't get at the coal pile, so each nite we took down one
of the 2x4 roof rafters in hut. Capt Stanko making one of his routine Saturday
morning inspections opened the hut door and roof started to buckle.

Russ:
I apologize for being so lax in not getting this info back to you. While putting
luggage up in the attic, I went thru pockets and found your canary Work Sheet
passed out at Vegas. Too soiled and wrinkled, hope you can fathom the info from
this sheet.

Lighty

Semi-Retired & Semi-"tired"

Designing Direct Mail Legal Advertising Binding
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1/1/89

One of my resolutions is, to try and catch up on my correspondence with
dedicated people like yourself. From time to time, I look back, especially
when getting together with Pete Pappas who is a few miles to the north and
think that perhaps youself as historian might be interested in. So, if this
sheet doesn't have any rhyme or reason, please forgive me.

Fhkkkhkhkikhh

Have you ever had a bearing on a Steve Pisinski, Worcester, MA. Was in the
Comm. Section at Wendover. Repair. Lost track of mim and we were very good
friends.

Kk ook

From time to time you mention the numerical order that a combat crewman fin-
ished. Any idea where I was in the "batting order"? Also, how many of the
originals aircraft that left Gander survived (369th)

Fhkdkkk

Every December I think of the Rommiley Sur Seine (spell?) and one point of
interest to me, is the fact that the 20MM that came thru the skin on the
right side of the radio room, thru my hip and slammed into the laison radio
transmitter had a date of manufacture on it of 12/12/42 on it, only 8 days
after manufacture it was being used. This shell never did detonate, and have
often thought, was it armor piercing or could some Frenchmen working in the
manufacture have altered it? Ben Gordon and myself were transported to the
hospital for a stay, however one of the other gunners picked it up, carried
it back to the hut and I was told it was buried beside the hut in Site 7.
Perhaps some farmer has ploughed it well under.

kkhkkkkkhk

Jack Howard is resting in a nursing home after suffering a stroke the night
he returned home from Vegas. Have talked with Dorothy a couple of times and
he is improving. He had a heart operation a few years back. I feel trul dedi-
cated to Jack, Wild Bill & Tex for the job they did in getting me through. I
really owe them a lot, and of cours the rest of the crew members. We were all
just kids in those days and didn't know any better. We were told to climb in
there, and climb in we did.

Fedodeok dekok
Do you ever have any word on a Zinkovich (Bomb Aimer), Howards crew and then
Marish. Last I heard from him was the Korean conflict, he ended up as a
Transportation Officer. Star football player at U of NH.

Someone else I would like to get a bead on is, Harold Green, finished as a
radio operator/gunner and was commissioned around the middle of 1943

Designing Direct Mail Legal Advertising Binding .
Commercial Otffice Forms Social Book & Calalogue Mailing Service



Did you know that the gunners in Site 7 hut had a motorcycle (BMW) that was
kept under a tarp out in the field (away from Stanko). This machine was rolled
out on the back road to Kesoe village, was fired up and away the 2 riders would
go. One on the seat and one sitting on a yellow air force cushion on the rear
fender. There was no shifting pedal, just a square lug sticking out. After pick
ing up speed the driver would give the rear seater a prod and he would reach
down and shift gears with a crescent wrench. The constable in the village would
just see a whirl of dust go by and as we looked back he would be shaking his
fist at those "crazy Yanks'. This was a nightly event. Fired on Hi-Octane fuel.

dhkkkhhhikik

Russ-
I had promised you to send along anything that is in my 201, that might per-
tain to the 306th. Sooco.. I am doing it now. They might not have any interest
at all, however here they are.

Keep up the good work,the best in '89!

Lighty

Sent along a little more "grist for the mill" to Dale B a couple of weeks
ago



8 January 1989

Dear Harold:

When I got home from Christmas in Michigan lasstnight, I found
your envelope with copies of all of your orders.

As is my practice with such things, I got them all copied today
and am returning these to you now.

I really appreciate the material, and will examine it carefully
for things I can use.

One of the interesténg items wad the "Citation of Airplane Erew".
I have never seen anything like this before and will use it very
shortly in Echoes.

Good to see you in Vegas.

All the best,
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