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% January 1976

Col. John L, Lambert
408 Harbor View Lane
Larqo, Florida 33540

Desr Johns

On 8 cool day like this in Dayton, I think about those
lucky enough to be living in Florida, But, then, my
wife thinks about all those bugs in the summer time,
so perhaps it balances out,

I1n revieowing soms materials concerning the 306th Bomb
Group, 1 came across mention of your brother, who wes
missing in action, I believe, after e mid air collision,

I don't Pind any other material on him, and in what I
now have I cannot even find his first name. Also, I note
he is not in my list of casualties, Can you enlightsn me
further about him?

And were you the only brothsr act in the 306th? Or do
you know of others?

1 am currently having a little frree time, so am putting
a great deal of sffort into the 306th history, and more
pleces of the puzzle are beginning to fall in place. If
you have any particular remembrances, or any special ma-
terials you would loen me, I'd be most appreciative,

I spent yesterday efterncon with Charles Duy, and last
Saturday afternoon was with John Beairnsfather, so I have
bsen having a qood look at the group from the ground per-
sonnel aspect, Some of the better stories they tell, houw-
ever, are just not publishable, or at least have to be
cleansd up considerably,

1 got from Duy some pictures of the club ceilings with the
mission date on them, and the one with the girl outlined
and another with the outline covered, which ought to bring
back some memories for you, Some of those csilings have
been saved and are now at the USAF Air fMuseum here in Day-
ton, and will eventually be put into a reconstruction of a
quonset hut,

Ch, 1 spent a day with Robbis in October, too, as well as
sesing John Regan and Bob Williams last summer. It is all
most interesting.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

4900 Aponleridoe Court Davtan. Nhin 45424
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17 December 1979

Col. Joh-n L. Lambert
403 Harbor View Lane
Largo, FL 33540

Dear Jack:

Sorry we were unable to make connections on my Thanskgiving era visit to Florida.
I would guess that I may well be back in Florida along in February, and will cer=
“tainly make plans to see you then.

In the meantime, I have a bit of & mystery I;ve come across.

In research ing some of the 1943 period, I came across numerous references to a
pilot who arrived in August of 1943 and stayed for about three months, and then
unceremoniously disappeared. The only notice I have of him appears in the squadron
diary, and only his last name appears--Sylvester. He arrived as aeflight officer,
but evidently flew some squadron leads, and I have yet to see anything that men-
ti#ons his first name.

Now, can you think back 35 years and come up with anything?

If you can still locate your 201 file, I'd agpreciate your looking at the accom-
panying sheet, as well.

Was in California and Texas a couple of weeks ago, and had breakfasts with John
Regan and Rip Riordan. Both are in great good health, happy and activ e.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

After sojourning for many yearszin {orth Carolinﬁ?“ﬁEQe returned to my hometown.
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Your continued support of newsletter and research activities is
~making possible the success of the various 306th ventures. But, we
need to remind you that assistance must continue if these activities
are to be carried on. T

| enclose my check for § 10— to support the production and
mailing of ECHOES, and reunion activities of the 306th Association.
(Mail your check to Wm. M. Collins, Jr., 2973 Heatherbrae Dr.,
Poland, OH 44514)

| enclose my check for $ to support the research, writing
and publication of anew history of the 306th Bomb Group. Publication
is expected during 1980. (Mail your check to Russell Strong, 2041
Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, M| 49007) Contributions of $100 or more will
receive a copy of the history without further charge.

Name COL JOHN L. LAMB!
u} N L. LAMBERT (RET.
Address 4oe—HARBORVIHIW EANE, :
LARCO FLORIBA 33570
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CAN YOU FILL IN ANY OF THE
BLANKS IN THIS PUZZLE OF
"LOST" NAMES?

Back row: . , ﬁlcﬁ.q/a[ E.whilk ,

Douglas Coleman, James S. Cheney,

Thomas Witt, Walt Coons

Front row: William S. Raper, Robert C. Williams, George Buckey,

John Lambert, Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister,

Quss - Tl\u/j .F:’{)m (c"{'\‘f , ’Eac/f Qawj

T /
1'% :D'C—/Q (/\jafc_/c_ . .L' A!j:hg% vec egaiire
_/'Ae. o“{'(ew;' ?)) -
R. A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007



27 January 1990

Dear Jack:

In going through some 306th Special Orders this week, I
noted that late in November 1943, you and Robert C. Wil-
liams had a combat crew assigned for special duty.

Could you enlighten me as to where you went and what you
were charged with doing?

I hope the weather and your golf game has been giving you
some satisfaction these past few weeks.

Dale Briscoe told me today that he had received the first
four reservations for San Antonion today. Hope to see
you there.

All the best,

Russell A. Strong



408 Harbor View Lane
Largo, FL 34640

February 5, 1990

Dear Ruas:

The miagion you asked about was to fly Generals Ira Eaker and
James Fechet to Gibraltar. I have no idea why they wanted to
go there at that particular time and they sure as hell didn’'t
confide in me. I can’t remember whose crew we used but
Willie and I took the trip. It was a night flight, leaving
Thurleigh around 2230 on November 8, 1943. We had rigged a
couple of bunks hanging on the bomb shackles and they climbed
into them as soon as they boarded. We neither saw nor heard
from either of them until we arrived at Gibraltar arocund 0800
the next morning. As I remember, we headed out across Land’'s
End to about the 12th line of west longitude and then due
south until we were west of Gibraltar, then due east until we
made perfect landfall on the Rock. The trip was uneventful
except that we had to go around on our first landing approach
because there was a steady stream of people, ox carts, and
what have you on the land bridge from Spain which crossed the
only runway, and they seemed oblivious to our approach. On
the second pass the tower had cleared them, and we were able
to land. We RON'd that night and made the return flight to
Thurleigh without our passengers on the night of November
10th.

We hope to make it to San Antonio this year.

Best regards,

n L. Lambert



FOUR WINDS GIFT SHOP THE FOUR WINDS

391 MANDALAY AVENUE 16919 GULF BOULEVARD
CLEARWATER BEACH, FLORIDA 33515 N. REDINGTON BEACH, FLORIDA 23708
(813) 447-6544 (813) 391-0010

Dowr Wends, Juc.

408 HARBOR VIEW LANE
LARGO, FLORIDA 33540

August 18, 1975

Mr. Russell A. Strong
4900 Appleridge Court
Vayton, Ohio 45424

Dear Mr. Strong:

I was very interested in your letter telling of your project
to write a history of the 306th Bomb Group. Historians have not
done justice to that organization; it was the backbone of the entire
8th Air Force B-17 campaigncin the U.K.

As you probably already know from your conversations with some
of the others, I was one of the original members of the 306th.
I (along with Henrys Terry, Bill Raper, and George Buckey) returned
from the Battle of Midway in June of 1942 and joined Jim (J.W.)
Wilson, Del Wilson, uHarry Holt, G.L. Robinson, and 'Chip' Overacker
in Wendover, Utah; they having already started to form the group
there. I was made Ass't. Group Operations Officer and remained in
that capacity through the trip to Thurleigh and into December of
1942, at which time 1 was assigned to the 367th Bomb Sqdn. as a
Flight Commander. In Iebruary of 1943 I replaced Jim Wilson as
Commander of the 423rd. Bomb ~2qdn., which position I held until I »
returned to the ZI in May of 1944.

Somewhere in my stuff here, 1 have a lot of photos of people,
bomb strikes, etc., from that era which I would be glad to dig out
if you ever get in this viecinity. #lso, I'd be glad to chat with you
and answer any questions that youymight have about the events of
that period. If you wish to phone me at any time please call
area code 813 585-5505.

I wish you the best of luck with your project. Let me know
if I can be of help to you.
(‘\- l y 7

L. Lamber
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LAMBERT, John L.

Asst. S-3 officer, 1lst Lt. 7/1/42
AM 2/22/43 ofe S  ele shvAs
C.0. 423rd 2/17/43

Major 3/25/43

Led group to Antwerp 4/5/43

Led raid to Kiel 5/19/43

Led wing to Bremen 6/13/43

Led raid to St. Nazaire 6/28/43
Silver sStar 9/6/43

DFC 10/14/43

Lt. Col. 12/17/43

Led "AY group to Wilhelmshaven 2/3/44

Led group to Nancy/Essey 2/6/44

Led 40CBW to Hopeton AD 2/21/44

Led group to Gesserth Duren 3/16/44
Led Group to LaRochelle 3/27/44
Led wing to Kassel 4/19/44

Led wing to Berlin 4/29/44
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