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16 March 1989

Dear Nelson:

In your note last November to Dale Briscoe, you mentioned that
you had additional information on the crash tha-t killed Mike
Rogkovitch.,

I am curious. Is it something that ought to go into the histor-
ical file?

If 8o, I would be happy to receive something from you, and let
you make 8 decision as to whether it might be published, or
whether it would be just for the file.

1 look forward to hearing from you.

All the best,



Dear Russell!:

I have & couple of reasons for writing to you at this time. First
I saw in the July issue of the Echoes that Abvraham Ferline had become
a member of the Asscciation and it revived some rather bitter
memories. Abraham Perline, 2nd LLt, 0635714, and Sgt. Kenneth J.
Russell, 153200233 were members of my crew. Both of the had deserted
by the time we were shot down on March 23, 19244, Russell had last
flown with the crew on March 16 and Perline failed to show on March
29.1 would appreciate it if youw could check the 206th records for =z
period after March 29 to see if they were ever returned to custody,
and if so, did they receive any sort of punishment for their actions.
I am sending you a check for the 423rd Diary and will be very much
interested to see if there was any mention of either of them in it.

I also read with interest the new procedure used to search

formembers of the 306th. I have a request I would like to see what
yauw can do with., Our co-pilot Znd Lt Richard 7. Knowles, 083720 came

Back to the United States I know because he was in the same camp as 1
was and came back to Camp Lucky Strike on the same airplane that the
rest of the crew came cn. He is the only member of ocur crew that can
not be accounted for, a1l of us have tried everything we could think
of to find him with no luck. His home address was in Rochester, New
York when we went overseas and none of us have been able to locate Fim
since our return. We have tried through military channels with no luck
as well as through the VA. Would you see what you can turn up through
your new procedure.

I have gone through all my ald papers trying to find ocut if any
of my classmates of Class 43-E went to the 306th at the same time as 1
did with no luck. I do not have any of my orders from the time I
picked up my Crew at Moses Lake, Washing ton until after 1 was
assigned to the 423rd,so I have no idea how many of the 20 or so
Filots who went through B-17 transition and picked up their crews at
the same time as I did went to the 306th. Things were a little hectic
at that time anyway. Based on the number of us who went to England at
that time I am sure that there must have been at least some of them
who went to the 206tk when I did.

Hope you people have & fine time in Seattle and wish I could be
there with you. 1 served two years at McChord in Tacomz and really
did like that part of the countrey.

Sincerely,



'Cal. ¥elson Hardin
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