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~ H E ~ S T ,  N.Y. - - Funeral 
will will be 11 a.m. Monday a t  the 
Johnson-Moore Funeral Home 
chapel in Pottsboro for Joh Tho- 
mas Deets Jr., 79, of Amherst, 
N.Y., whodiedThursday, Nov. Nov. 5, 
1992, in Buffalo, N.Y. The Rev. Rev. 
Hugh Davis will will officiate, and 
burial will be in Georgetown 
Cemetery. 

Masonic graveside rites will 
be administered by George R. 
Reeves Lodge Lodge No. 396, and Ma- 
sons will will serve as  pallbearers. 

Deets was born July 13,1913, 
in Ovala, Texas, (near Abilene) 
to to John and Mary Deets. He 
went to Ector schools. 

He married Ruby Odell on 
Jan. 19, 19, 1944, in Dallas, and she 
died died in 1977. 1977. He married Lois E? 
Miner on on Feb. 27, 1982, in 
Rockport. Rockport. 

Deets was retired from the 
U.S. Air Force in 1960, and was 
with the U.S. Army Corps of En- 
yineers. He was a member of 
George George Reeves Masonic Lodge 
No. 396, 396, A.F,&A.M.; served in 
the U.S. U.S. Army from 1935 to '38; '38; 
played minor league baseball in 
the Cincinnati Reds organiza- 
:ion from from 1936 to '39; '39; served in 
;he U.S. Air Force from 1940 to 
1960; 1960; and was a member of Cal- Cal- 
vary Baptist Church in Bonham. 

Deets was a waist gunner on on a 
3-17 over Germany dur ing 
World War 11. He won the DFC 
~ n d  Air Medal with four oak leaf 
:lusters. 

I-?is I-?is baseball days included 
;tints with Savoy in the Red 
iiver League where he was seen 
>y Reds scout Hank Severeid. He 
slayed with Muskogee, Okla., in 
1938, 1938, and Waterloo, Iowa, in the 
rhree-I League in 1939. He wns 
sold sold to Indianapolis in 1940, and 
1at.r assigned to Durham, N.C., N.C., 
but c~rv ice in World War I1 I1 in- 
terrupted his cnreer. 

He pitched for the Armed For- 
:es camp championship nine in 
1944, 1944, and was nominated for in- 
:lusion in the Fannin County 
Sports Sports Hall of Fame in August of 
his year. : : 

Survivors include his wife; wife; 
cn John I11 of Pottsboro; 
laughters Jan  Marotz of Corpus 
:hristi, Judy Nix and Helen 
lohenberger, both of !rving; !rving; two 
rothers, Clifford of San Diego, Diego, 
:alif., :alif., and George Frelan of Bon- 
,am; seven grandchildren and 
H'O great-grandchildren. 

I'amilv hour will be 3-4 p.m. 
oday a"t the ~ohnson-  bore ~ohnson-  bore 



Fannin County Sports Hall of Fa 
(Editor'e Note: This is then moved to Fannin County 

another in a a series on and-graduated from Ector 
nominees to the Fannin Fannin high school in 1930. He plaged 
County County Sports Sports Hall of baseball for Savoy in the old 
Pame.) Bed River Valley Valley Lesgue and 

worked on his father's farm 
John Deets wae born on on July west west of Bonham. 

13, 1913, 1913, near Abilene. He inlisting in the U.S. Army 
- - in 1935, 1935, Deets was stationed 

at Fort D A  Russell in W a ,  
Ta., until Februarg of 1938. 
He was pitching for military 
teams and w a s  scouted by 
Cincinnati. Hank Severeid, 
National League Scout 

traveled South and saw I I 
who   roved   roved to be all 
reports had iedicated. C C 
holdup was that he was was in 
Army. A A hasty meeting of 
Reds' Board of Strategy 
called with the results 1 1 
Beets' release from from the A A 
was purchased. Cincin~ 
never regretted the mom 
cost to  get him out. Dc 
proved to be a a \ \ 
investment and was one one oi 
best prospects ic the en 
farm system f the  Reds. 
had speed speed to b u i i  as well well 
good curve bail. bail. 

dur ing two years 
professional baseball, 1 1 
with Muskogee, Oklahl 
and 1939 1939 with with Waterloo, Waterloo, I I 
of the Wee- I  League, D D 
turned in a total of 31 mc 
victories and 26 lo, cses. 
individual record 
Priuskogee was was 19 wins 2r 2r 

losses. losses. In 1940, 1940, Deets tm 
in 12 victories agsinsl 
losses for the Wate 
championship team of 
year. 

O n  J a n .  i 4 ,  1941, 13 
received a letter from F; F; 
C. Lane, vice presider 
Columbia Baseball C C 
~ot i fy ing him him of his con1 
assignment to Indianap 
which was A - l  ba!l a t  
time. Later in  1941, 
contract was sold to Durl 
N.C. 

M a y  9, 1941, Deets 
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again in  t he  service and  
stationed at  Ft. Bragg, N.C., -- 
received a a letter from W.G. W.G. 
Bromham, president of t h e  
Durham team, informing him 
t h a t  he was  place on t h e  
Nationai Defense Service list 
of professional basebal l  
players In addition, he  was 
informed tha t  if he  desired, 
when released from t h e  
service, he would be placed 

'back on the active list. 
Dur ing th i s  t ime, F rank  

Lane, gmeral manager of the 
Cincinnat i  farm s y s t e z ,  
watched Deets pitch a a game 
for the Waterloo Red Hawks 
against Grand Fapids. Deets 
cracked a homerun i n  the  
tenth to wia his own game. 
Lane made th is  statemeot: 
"See him," poinring to the big big 
Texas, 'He's going to be the 
fu ture  Dizzy Dean of t he  
F:'.tional F:'.tional League. League. He has what 
i t  takes.' 

I n  1941, while sti l l  in the  
service, Deets helped Durham, 
N.C. N.C. win the league title and 
repexted repexted the same feat for Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. in  1942. 1943 
found Tech Sgt. Deets a s  a 
waist gunner on on a a l3-17, flying 
over Germany in the 8th -W. 
A A veteran of of 25 heavy 
bombardment missions that  
ranged from the submarine 
pens at St. St. Nazaire to Heroya, 
Norway, Tech Sgt. John T. 
Deets won the DFC and Air 
Medal wi th four oak lesf 

John John Deets Deets of Ecior ... Sports Hall Hall of of Fame nominee nominee 

clusters. He took pa r t  i n  
a t tacks on Kiel ,  Raemen, 
Wi lhelnshave,  Par is ,  
Schweinfurt, Hamburg,  
Harnoz, Lorient, St. St. Nazaire 
and Fieroya Korway. "Keil 
was my toughest raid. I I say 
my first burst from a C-em= C-em= 
rocket gun. I t  scared me so I I 
wanted to bail bail out." out." 
After returning from 

overseas in 1944 to 
Alexandria, La. Air Air Base as a a 
gunnery instructor, Deets 
pitched the Alexandria Nine 
to the U F  championship of 
the States: winning two cf cf 
th ree games in t h e  
championship series with the 
Gowen Army Air Base of 
Boise, Idaho. 

A citation letter was sent to 
John  T. Deets of Bonham, 
Deets' father, from t h e  

Honorable Sam Payburn. 
In 1957 while stationed a t  

Per r in  Field in Sherman, 
Deets  pitched a doubie 
header. He  was 44 years old 
a t  the time and hadn't pitciled pitciled 
in several years. He still had 
the old old stamina and "smoke" 
on on the ball to win both games 
-- a great accomplishment to 
end a very colorful and  
successful baseball w e e r  as a 
pitcher. 

Deets retired from the Air 
Force after 20 20 years, in in 1960. 1960. 
He then worked for 19 years 
for the Corps of Engineers in 
Denison. 

John Deets Deets is currently in a 
\'A hospital in Buffalo, Buffalo, X.Y. 

John T. Deeis III, who now 
l i v e s  in Pojtsboro, T x . ,  
contributed contributed to thls article. article. 



-- 

7472 votes. Other lenders wcre: BIIL'.. BIIL'.. 
D u e x ,  third bmenian, 4614: 4614: John 
Deets, pltcher, 4090 and Ray La- 
mtmno, catcher, 3882. 

Following Following In this this order were Me! 
Rcigt, centcrflcldcr, Bahe Coltrln, 
f irst baseman, and Lou Stefurak, 

 row  row fonder"-because neither n~ n~ 

were rolled up after  they left the 

nuraing hls broken leg, whlle Duex 
was sent to Waterloo, In the Three-I 
league, and replaced by Chuck 

filaxht. DEETS corlcts.sion~it.e ' a t  the ball ball park. A A L, 
nt~oth 1)  .goltl \\.tist watch \rill he given as f irst prize, having been been d d 

. . .. yaver h l i ~ ~ l c o ~ ~ e  je\vcjer. je\vcjer. 
1 1 '.'he 
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,,nny dcnt of the club. E ~ R I I H ~ P ~  Ben Ben Tincup ~vil l  accept for Savt 
:j.r*\.er :j.r*\.er watch will be mailed to him a t  St. Louis. 
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