Avnzust 14, 1088

lir. Russel Sireng,
Mith my memoary as 1t is here rcoes,

We tonk off spme time before dawn. We went mouth o the sauth
coast and Pmat the Brest Peninsula, dewn the Bay of Blscer. Wo wore
Flylng at loaw level fo avoir radar,

We went to Gibralter, On erriving, the wind was Dblowing cuite
strongly fro= the sast. We anproached from the west and nade 2 dry
run at the runway, z& it was very short, There was a terrifis down-
draft, The plane dropped abeut 300 feei. The radie npperastor was
taking pletures of "the Hook" fron the radic hatah. He wonld@ have
gone osut the hateh, but some of us hed te grab his legs,

We couldn*t bank te the lefi, becsuse of Spaln, so we had %o
bank to the right and zo eround the rock asain,

There was a major in charpe of whatever we were hauling. He
was looking out of the radio hatch, We hit the dewn-draft again, The
major almoat went out of the hateh., Home of us had te grab him by
his legs to keep hiwm from golng out., We lendsed this fime,

We were 2t Glbraltar s couple of days. Went inte town to est and
shop, I remember the white bread tasted elneost like cake, T Lhink we
gll bpusht silk steckinga.

We gunners had to teke zood esare of our guns, as the galt =ir
really started them to rust,

We Ieft Gibraltay and on toward Algiersz. We were 4o oross +the
anast hear Oran. TheXe was a BEritich destroyer there and the recopgnition
signales got nixed up and they started to shoot st ue. The signals
wers siralghtened out and we presceeded nn to Alsiers,

The night we errived in Alsgiers, the Germans bombed the port.
We were told 1t was the fizst *ine in menths. They bombed two nights
in a Taw,

T recall bombs bursting and Belloons on the shins in +he harber
burning.

I think we left the next day and went to Marrghkech, Morocaon. We

enent the night there end left for England the next morning. Az we
erpased the coast, we could see f(asablanca,

T think we lamded st Exeter and wes sunpsased +o stay the night,
We declded noil 4o s¥kay, but go an Thurleigh,

It was an interesting trip and to thia day, do not know what it
wes in the bags leaded 1n the bomb=bary,

I hope this will helz you,



